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Alderson Medical Center  
101 Railroad Avenue,  
Alderson, WV 24910  

• (304) 445-3140
Summers County Health Center  

37 Bobcat Drive, Hinton, WV 
25951 • (304) 660-1155

Rainelle Medical Center Family 
Medicine And Pediatrics  
176 Medical Center Drive, 

 Rainelle, WV 25962  
• (304) 438-6188  

& Rainelle Medical Center 
Pharmacy (304) 438-6186  
& Rainelle Dental Center  

(304) 438-1922
Lewisburg Pediatrics  

And Family Health Center  
2140 North Jefferson St., Suite 

200, Lewisburg, WV 24901  
• (304) 660-1155

 

Maxwelton Health Center  
& Pharmacy  

390 Industrial Park Road, 
Maxwelton, WV 24957  

• (681) 318-3610 
& Maxwelton Dental Center  

(681) 318-3611
Midland Trail Health Center  

26709 Midland Trail, Hico, WV 
25854 • (304) 969-8080

Lewisburg Health Center  
296 Fair Street, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 647-4747

Meadow Bridge Clinic  
1502 Meadow Bridge Road, 
Meadow Bridge, WV 25976  

• (304) 484-7755
White Sulphur Springs  

Health Center  
128 Community Lane,  

White Sulphur Springs, WV 24996  
• (304) 956-2577

Eastern Greenbrier Health Center  
595 Spartan Lane, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 645-1052
Rupert Health Care Center  

458 Greenbrier St., Rupert, WV 
25984 • (304) 632-6602
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Library Matters
Story submitted by: 

Myra Ziegler 
Between 1972 and 

1977, the number of pub-
lic libraries in West Vir-
ginia grew from 89 to 
175! This was considered 
somewhat of a miracle in 
the library world.

The person given cred-
it for this astonishing 
growth was Fred Glazer. 
Fred was hired in 1972 to 
be the Executive Direc-
tor of the West Virginia 
Library Commission, the 
state agency in charge of 
West Virginia’s public 
libraries. Fred behaved 
like circus “barker” P.T. 
Barnum in that he was 
an outspoken and very 
�H���H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�� �I�R�U��
West Virginia’s libraries.

Now, there are public 
libraries in every state in 
the nation. For the most 
part, these are local enti-
ties, organized by towns 
or counties to provide 
services to the people in 
those communities and 
supported by local tax 
dollars. In the larger cit-

ies in West Virginia, this 
has long been the case, 
but in the more rural 
and poorer parts of the 
state, where dollars were 
scarce, libraries before 
Fred were few and far 
between.

Fred arrived at a good 
time to change that. 
Federal dollars, called 
revenue sharing, which 
provided extra money to 
communities to support 
things like libraries, were 
available at that time. 
�)�U�H�G�� �V�H�Q�W�� �R�X�W�� �D�� �À�H�H�W�� �R�I��
large trailers—bookmo-
biles—to many of the 
places across the state 
that did not have librar-
ies. These Flying Book 
Expresses were wildly, 
unbelievably popular. 
County commissioners 
and city council mem-
bers saw the long lines of 
people waiting to get on 
the bookmobiles and un-
derstood that their citi-
zens wanted and needed 
permanent, full-time li-
braries, which they could 
�D���R�U�G�� �W�K�D�Q�N�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q-
�À�X�[�� �R�I�� �U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H���V�K�D�U�L�Q�J��

money. It was in 1977 
that the Summers Coun-
ty Commission issued 
the charter that estab-
lished the Summers 
County Public Library.

Fred developed the 
“instant” library to re-
place the overworked 
Flying Book Expresses. 
These were inexpensive 
octagonal prefab build-
ings that could be quick-
ly built to serve as librar-
ies. They popped up in 
communities all over the 
state; you can visit one in 
Ronceverte.

He convinced the 
West Virginia Legisla-
ture to establish a line 
item in the state bud-
get—Grants-in-Aid to 
Public Libraries—to help 
with operating expens-
es, and he established 
a training program at 
Marshall University to 
help train the people 
hired to run the librar-
ies. As head of the West 
Virginia Library Com-
mission, Glazer helped 
develop and implement 
a statewide library auto-

mation network, which 
greatly improved inter-
library communications 
and gave patrons greater 
access to library materi-
als throughout the state. 
The system, designed by 
Vinod Chachra of Virgin-
ia Tech Library Systems 
(now VTLS), went active 
at its Charleston-based 
hub in November 1982. 
Other library networks 
have since been modeled 
after West Virginia’s ex-
ample.

�)�U�H�G�� �Z�D�V�� �¿�U�H�G�� �D�V�� �K�H�D�G��
of the Library Commis-
sion in 1996. It was quite 
the scandal.

The West Virginia Li-
brary Commission was 
combined with the De-
partment of Tourism in 
2025. The agency that 
�S�O�D�\�H�G�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�W��
role in expanding library 
service throughout West 
Virginia no

longer exists as an in-
dependent state com-
mission. Its responsibil-
ities are now carried out 
within a larger state gov-
ernment structure.

Myra Ziegler

Illegal Fireworks Sales Results in Seizure 
and Criminal Charge in Summers County

Per the WV 
Fire Marshal 

Facebook Page:
On Friday, July 3, 

2026, the Office of 
the State Fire Mar-
shal (OSFM) re-
ceived a complaint 
regarding the pos-
sible illegal sale 
and use of consum-
er fireworks in the 
Pence Springs area 
of Summers Coun-

ty.
Pursuant to that 

complaint, the Of-
fice of the State Fire 
Marshal, ASFM B. 
Palmer conducted 
an investigation.

During the inves-
tigation, Mr. Sam-
uel Morton, of Ra-
leigh County, was 
cited for allegedly 
selling a variety of 
c o n s u m e r - g r a d e 

fireworks along 
Route 12 in Sum-
mers County with-
out the required au-
thorization.

West Virginia law 
requires any person 
or business selling 
consumer fireworks 
to possess a val-
id Consumer Fire-
works Retail Certif-
icate being issued.

These require-

ments are designed 
to help protect both 
the public and those 
involved in the re-
tail sale of consum-
er fireworks.

As a result of the 
investigation, the 
consumer fireworks 
being offered for 
sale in alleged vio-
lation of West Vir-
ginia Code § 29-
3E were seized by 

the Office of the 
State Fire Marshal. 
Mr. Morton was 
charged with selling 
consumer fireworks 
without a valid Con-
sumer Fireworks 
Retail Certificate.

The Office of the 
State Fire Marshal 
remains committed 
to enforcing West 
Virginia’s fireworks 
laws and ensuring 

that consumer fire-
works are sold.

The public is en-
couraged to pur-
chase consumer 
fireworks only from 
certified retail loca-
tions and to report 
suspected illegal 
fireworks sales and/
or use to the Office 
of the State Fire 
Marshal.

Summers County Sher-
�L���¶�V���'�H�S�X�W�\���7�D�G���:�L�W�K�U�R�Z��
and his family lost their 
home and most of their 
belongings in a June 29 
�K�R�X�V�H���¿�U�H��

A GoFundMe, orga-
nized by Tim Adkins, is 
raising money to help 
Deputy Withrow, his 
wife Amanda, and their 
two children with hous-
ing, clothing and other 
immediate needs as they 

�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���¿�U�H��
Summers County Sher-

�L���� �-�X�V�W�L�Q�� �)�D�U�L�V�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�H��
family’s home was a to-
tal loss, and community 
members are organizing 
additional fundraising 
events to support them.

�2�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �H���R�U�W�V��
will be a Night Swim 
�%�H�Q�H�¿�W�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �+�L�Q�W�R�Q��
Waterslide on Thurs-
day, July 24, from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. Admission is 

$8 for adults and $5 for 
those ages 18 and under, 
with all proceeds bene-
�¿�W�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �:�L�W�K�U�R�Z�� �I�D�P-
ily. Donations will also 
be accepted during the 
event for those wishing 
to contribute additional 
support.

The Summers County 
�6�K�H�U�L���¶�V�� �2���F�H�� �H�Q�F�R�X�U-
ages the public to at-
tend the fundraiser or 
contribute through the 

GoFundMe campaign. 
�6�K�H�U�L���� �)�D�U�L�V�� �V�D�L�G�� �W�K�H��
overwhelming commu-
�Q�L�W�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���U�H�À�H�F�W�V���W�K�H��
support for Deputy Wi-
throw and his family as 
they begin the long pro-
cess of rebuilding after 
�W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J�� �¿�U�H���� �)�R�U��
more information about 
�W�K�H�� �1�L�J�K�W�� �6�Z�L�P�� �%�H�Q�H�¿�W����
contact the Summers 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\���6�K�H�U�L���¶�V���2���F�H���D�W��
304-466-7111.

GoFundMe Created for Summers 
County Deputy’s Home Loss
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Dog of the Week: Jenny

A loving, resilient 
dog named Jenny is 
searching for the forev-
er family she has been 
waiting for.

At just 5 years old 
and weighing approx-
imately 70 pounds, 
Jenny has already ex-
perienced more than 
her share of hardships. 
Despite everything 
she has been through, 
she continues to show 
an incredible spirit, 
proving herself to be a 
strong, brave compan-
ion with a heart full of 
love.

Those who know 
Jenny describe her as 
the perfect balance 
of playful energy and 

gentle affection. She 
enjoys spending time 
lounging around the 
house just as much as 

she loves a good play 
session. Her silly per-
sonality and patient 
nature make her a 
wonderful candidate 
for a family looking for 
a loyal canine compan-
ion.

Jenny’s favorite 
things include:

• Snuggling with her 
favorite people

• Relaxing and loung-
ing around the house

• Playing and having 
fun

• Sharing affection 
with those she trusts

Her gentle, loving 
temperament and pa-
tient demeanor make 
her a dog who simply 
wants a safe place to 
call home.

After all she has en-
dured, Jenny deserves 

a cozy, caring environ-
ment where she can 
finally relax, feel se-
cure, and receive the 
love she has always de-
served. She is ready to 
leave her past behind 
and begin a new chap-
ter with a family will-
ing to open their hearts 
and home.

Every shelter dog de-
serves a second chance, 
and Jenny is no excep-
tion. Her resilience, af-

fectionate personality, 
and unwavering capac-
ity to love make her an 
exceptional companion 
for the right adopter.

Could you be the 
happily-ever-after Jen-
ny has been waiting 
for?

Those interested in 

giving Jenny a loving 
forever home are en-
couraged to contact the 
organization caring for 
her to learn more about 
the adoption process. 
A single act of kind-
ness could give Jenny 
the safe, loving future 
she’s been waiting for.

Jenny

ARH Summers County Clinic
A Department of Summers County ARH Hospital
115 Summers Hospital Road, Suite 101

in Hinton     Call 304.466.2918
Summers County ARH Family Care Clinic

A Department of Summers County ARH Hospital
301 Madison Street301 Madison Street

in Hinton     Call 304.466.2501
Open Monday - Friday. Call for appointment.

If it rains on July 25th, the performance will move to July 26th

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING 

LIST
One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. 
All Utilities Included. 

On site laundry 
facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

POLYASPARTIC CONCRETE COATINGS
Stronger than epoxy

• Garages, Patios, Basements & More!

CONCRETE NEED A FACELIFT?

304.956.0506

Stars & Stripes
Construction LLC

New Construction, 
Remodeling, Decks, 
Roofing, Sidewalks, 

Vinyl Siding 
& Much More

Call Us Today For A FREE Quote!
Licensed & Insured • Contractor Lic. #WV064412

804-258-2900 JP Reed
304-731-8226 David McPherson

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.


