






Fill in the grid so that every row, every col-
umn, and every 3x3 grid contains the digits 
1 through 9. That means that no number is 

repeated in any row, column, or box.

(Today’s Answers 
Next Wednesday)

Answer To Last 
Wednesday’s  
Puzzle �:

� ������������������ ��

Beetle Bailey

Daddy Daze 

Blondie 

Dustin 

Marvin

Hi and Lois

Mutts 

Zits 

������������
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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Jumbles:
Answer: Even though her twin sister could be irritating, 

she loved her — JUST THE SAME

Print answer here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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HOLLY FLINT SLUDGE DRAGON
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Jumbles:
Answer: Becoming a member of the Olympic ice hockey 

team had been his — LIFE-LONG GOAL

(Today’s Answers Next Wednesday)
Last 

Wednesday’s 
Answers

Last Wednesday’s Answer
(Answers Next Wednesday)
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Alderson Medical Center  
101 Railroad Avenue,  
Alderson, WV 24910  

• (304) 445-3140
Summers County Health Center  

37 Bobcat Drive, Hinton, WV 
25951 • (304) 660-1155

Rainelle Medical Center Family 
Medicine And Pediatrics  
176 Medical Center Drive, 

 Rainelle, WV 25962  
• (304) 438-6188  

& Rainelle Medical Center 
Pharmacy (304) 438-6186  
& Rainelle Dental Center  

(304) 438-1922
Lewisburg Pediatrics  

And Family Health Center  
2140 North Jefferson St., Suite 

200, Lewisburg, WV 24901  
• (304) 660-1155

 

Maxwelton Health Center  
& Pharmacy  

390 Industrial Park Road, 
Maxwelton, WV 24957  

• (681) 318-3610 
& Maxwelton Dental Center  

(681) 318-3611
Midland Trail Health Center  

26709 Midland Trail, Hico, WV 
25854 • (304) 969-8080

Lewisburg Health Center  
296 Fair Street, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 647-4747

Meadow Bridge Clinic  
1502 Meadow Bridge Road, 
Meadow Bridge, WV 25976  

• (304) 484-7755
White Sulphur Springs  

Health Center  
128 Community Lane,  

White Sulphur Springs, WV 24996  
• (304) 956-2577

Eastern Greenbrier Health Center  
595 Spartan Lane, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 645-1052
Rupert Health Care Center  

458 Greenbrier St., Rupert, WV 
25984 • (304) 632-6602
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Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

The Hinton News The Hinton News 
Dining GuideDining Guide

To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 
681.293.1173 681.293.1173 

Or Email tia@wvdn.comOr Email tia@wvdn.com

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA 
Applications Being Accepted!

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING 

LIST
One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. 
All Utilities Included. 

On site laundry 
facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

Dear Recycle Lady,
I have been tearing 

off the corner of sta-
pled papers before 
putting them in re-
cycling. Is it possible 
to recycle paper with 
staples in it? Inter-
ested Recycler

Dear Interested 
Recycler,

Yes, paper can be 
recycled with staples 
left in it. According 
to the Environmen-
tal Protection Agen-
cy (EPA), “paper 
mills that process re-
covered paper are set 
up to remove com-
mon contaminants 
such as staples, from 
the pulped paper.” 
Therefore, it is not 
necessary to remove 
staples before re-
cycling the paper. 
However, all paper 
clips MUST be re-
moved as they can 
tear up the belts 
during processing. 
As with all recycla-
bles, the paper must 
be dry and clean.

Dear Recycle Lady,
When I receive my 

prescriptions in the 
store or delivered, 
they are packaged in 
a white paper bag. 
Are these bags recy-
clable with office pa-
per? Savvy Shopper

Dear Savvy Shop-
per,

I am happy to say 

that today most 
every kind of sin-
gle-use bag is recy-
clable. Your white 
paper bags are re-
cyclable with office 
paper. Brown paper 
bags are recyclable 
with cardboard and 
single-use plastic 
bags are recyclable 
at Kroger, Walmart 
and Lowes. Have you 
considered taking 
your own bags when 
shopping, especially 
at the grocery store? 
Many sizes and 
shapes are available 
that are environ-
mentally friendly. It 
takes a while to get 
into the habit of tak-
ing your own bags, 
but it is worth the ef-
fort.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What are plant-

based cleaners? 
Cleaner-Upper

Dear Cleaner-Up-
per,

Good question. 
Plant-based cleaners 
are cleaners made 
with environmen-
tally friendly ingre-
dients. Natural in-
gredients such as 
vinegar, lemon juice, 
and baking soda have 
excellent antibac-
terial, degreasing, 
and stain-remov-
ing properties. Used 
properly, they can 
be just as effective 

as chemical clean-
ers; however, they 
work more slowly, so 
let them sit a while 
before removing 
them. See https://
thenerdyfarmwife.
com/natural-clean-
ing-recipes/ for 
making your own 
cleaning products. 
There are several 
commercial cleaners 
that are plant-based. 
Look for the EPA Saf-
er Choice label or the 
USDA BioPreferred 
certified. Tide Pur-
Clean ingredients 
are 75% plant-based 
and Clorox Ecoclean 
is made with 99% 
plant-based clean-
ing ingredients. Sev-
enth Generation has 
many plant-based 
cleaning products, 
as does Mr. Clean. 
The Environmental 
Protection Agency 
(EPA) also approves 
natural cleaners with 
ingredients like thy-
mol (from the oil of 
thyme), including 
Seventh Generation 
Disinfecting Wipes 
and Cleaners. There 
are several brands of 
laundry detergents 
available now that 
come in the form of 
laundry detergent 
sheets. These sheets 
are eco-friendly as 
they are plastic-free 
and lightweight, so 

no more heavy plas-
tic bottles of deter-
gent. They dissolve 
in the wash and are 
as tough on stains 
as liquid detergents. 
Even the packaging 
is environmentally 
friendly so there is 
no leftover waste to 
send to the landfill. 
You may have to try 
more than one brand 
to find the perfect 
one for you, but I 
highly recommend 
them. Google laun-
dry detergent sheets 
for more informa-
tion and choices 
available.

Good News: Coral 
reefs in the south-
ern Pacific Ocean 
are showing signs 
of recovery from the 
natural disasters 
that have occurred 
in recent years. Cor-
al is growing again 
and clownfish, star-
fish and turtles have 
been seen in the cor-
als.

Have questions 
about recycling or 
interesting informa-
tion about recycling? 
Send questions or 
requests to Recycle-
lady7@gmail.com. 
Dear Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Re-
cycling Center and 
Greenworks Recy-
cling.
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Featured Dog of the Week: Abby

HINTON, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) — The 
Summers County Hu-
mane Society/ACWP 
is seeking a perma-
nent home for Abby, 

a 1.5-year-old dog de-
scribed by shelter staff 
as a “gentle soul” with a 
heart of gold.

Abby weighs 50 
pounds, a size the res-

cue organization char-
acterizes as ideal for 
both outdoor adven-
tures and indoor re-
laxation. According 
to a recent announce-

ment from the shelter, 
she has demonstrated 
a temperament that 
makes her a versatile 
candidate for various 
household types.

Shelter highlights for 
Abby include:

Compatibility: She 
is reported to be great 
with cats and good with 
children.

Social Skills: She is 
dog-friendly, provided 
her canine companions 
are respectful toward 
her.

Disposition: Staff 
describe her as sweet, 
gentle, and loyal.

The Summers County 
Humane Society em-
phasized that Abby is 
looking for a “forever 
family” to provide the 
stability and kindness 
she deserves.

Potential adopters 
interested in meeting 
Abby or learning more 
about the adoption pro-
cess can fill out an ap-

plication through the 
organization’s official 
website at acwp-wv.org.

Dear Recycle Lady



LEGAL NOTICE

Tariff Form No. 8
(RULE 23)

PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES  
WITH PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE 

NOTICE is hereby given that Mountaineer Gas Company (Mountaineer), a public 
utility, has filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA, a tar-
iff containing increased rates, tolls and charges for furnishing natural gas service to ap-
proximately 218,000 customers in Barbour, Berkeley, Boone, Braxton, Brooke, Cabell, 
Calhoun, Clay, Doddridge, Fayette, Gilmer, Grant, Greenbrier, Hancock, Hardy, Har-
rison, Jackson, Jefferson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Marion, Marshall, Mason, 
McDowell, Mercer, Mineral, Mingo, Monongalia, Monroe, Morgan, Nicholas, Ohio, 
Pendleton, Preston, Putnam, Raleigh, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, Summers, Tucker, 
Tyler, Upshur, Wayne, Wetzel, Wirt, Wood, and Wyoming Counties in West Virginia.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective Thursday, March 5, 
2026, unless otherwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, 
on a total Company basis, $26,793,000 annually in additional revenues, or an overall 
average increase in revenues of approximately 8.44%. The $26,793,000 consists of an 
increase in base rates of $43,764,000 and a decrease in the Company’s Infrastructure 
Replacement and Expansion Program (“IREP”) of $16,971,000. The average monthly 
bill for the various classes of customers will be changed as follows:

($) INCREASE (%) INCREASE
Residential $ 9.63 % 10.57
Commercial $ 14.23 % 4.09
Large Commercial $ 1,058.29 % 1.31
Industrial $ 378.26 % 1.69
Resale $ 125.36 % 1.31
Other $ - % -

This increase incorporates the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the 
IREP that was placed into service as of September 30, 2025. As a result, the Company 
proposes to reduce the IREP component of its rates relating to that investment when 
the new base rates go into effect. 

Resale customers of Mountaineer Gas Company include Canaan Valley Gas Compa-
ny, Cardinal Natural Gas Company, Hope Gas, Inc., Megan Oil and Gas Company, Inc., 
and City of Philippi. 

The increases shown are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. 
Individual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Fur-
thermore, the requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to change 
(increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its review of this filing. 
Any increase in rates and charges will not become effective until authorized and ap-
proved by the Public Service Commission. (If a hearing is scheduled, notice will be 
given of the time and place of hearing.)

Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in the case should file on or before 
May 5, 2026, a Petition to Intervene complying with the Commission rules on inter-
vention in the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150 C.S.R. 1, unless otherwise modified 
by Commission order. The Commission may establish a final deadline for intervention. 
Failure to timely protest or intervene can affect your rights to protest any rate increases 
or to participate in future proceedings. Anyone desiring to protest should file a writ-
ten protest as soon as possible, although protests will be accepted by the Commission 
through the pendency of this proceeding. All protests or requests to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for the protest or intervention. Requests to intervene must com-
ply with the Commission’s rules on intervention. All interventions may be mailed and 
addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West 
Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston West Virginia 25323 or may be hand-delivered. Pro-
tests may be filed online through the Commission website (www.psc.statw.wv.us) using 
the “Submit a Comment” link or may be mailed to the Executive Secretary at the same 
address as above.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Com-
pany to provide information concerning this tariff are available to all customers, pro-
spective customers or their agents at the following office of the Company:

501 56th Street SE, Charleston, WV 25304
A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the office of the Execu-

tive Secretary of the Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West 
Virginia 25301.

NOTICE
Please be advised that the Summers County Com-

mission in Special Session on January 15, 2026 or-
dered that the polling place location for Precinct #4 
Riverview and Precinct 4A West End be changed 
from Middle School Gym to the Memorial Build-
ing Auditorium.  The physical address of the new 
polling place is 451 1st Avenue, Hinton, WV 25951.  
This change will be effective with the May 12, 2026 
Primary Election and all elections thereafter.  All 
affected voters in this precinct will be notified by 
First Class Mail.

By order of the Summers County Commission
Charles W. Saunders, President

NOTICE
Please be advised that the Summers County Com-

mission in Special Session on January 15, 2026 or-
dered that the polling place location for Precinct #9 
Hinton Area be changed from Hinton Area Elemen-
tary to the Memorial Building Auditorium.  The 
physical address of the new polling place is 451 1st 
Avenue, Hinton, WV 25951.  This change will be ef-
fective with the May 12, 2026 Primary Election and 
all elections thereafter.  All affected voters in this 
precinct will be notified by First Class Mail.

By order of the Summers County Commission
Charles W. Saunders, President

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO  
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division of 
Highways through the Bid 
Express Bidding Service 
(www.bidx.com) and by 
sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) 
being received at its office 
in Building 5, Room 843, 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Vir-
ginia until March 10, 2026 
at 10:00 AM (Eastern Stan-
dard Time). The bids will be 

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY  
REGULATORY  
COMMISSION

Bluestone Hydro AE, LLC
Project No. 15418-000

NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY 
PERMIT APPLICATION 
ACCEPTED FOR FILING 
AND SOLICITING COM-
MENTS, MOTIONS TO IN-
TERVENE, AND COMPET-
ING APPLICATIONS

(February 9, 2026)
On September 23, 2025, 

Bluestone Hydro AE, LLC, 
filed an application for a 
preliminary permit, pur-
suant to section 4(f) of the 
Federal Power Act (FPA), 
proposing to study the fea-
sibility of hydropower at the 
existing U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ Bluestone Dam 
located on the New River 
in Summers County, West 
Virginia.  The sole purpose 
of a preliminary permit, if 
issued, is to grant the permit 
holder priority to file a li-
cense application during the 
permit term.  A preliminary 
permit does not authorize 
the permit holder to per-
form any land-disturbing 
activities or otherwise enter 
upon lands or waters owned 
by others without the own-
ers’ express permission.

The proposed Bluestone 
Hydroelectric Project would 
consist of the following:  
(1) a new 180-foot-wide, 
180-foot-long reinforced 
concrete powerhouse to be 
located downstream along 
the right bank looking 
downstream; (2) an exist-
ing intake and trashracks; 
(3) three 5-megawatt (MW) 
turbine-generator units with 
a total generating capacity of 
15 MW; (4) a new 180-foot-
wide by 300-foot-long tail-
race; (5) an existing access 
road; (6) a new 60-foot-long 
by 60-foot-wide substation 
with a three-phase step-
up transformer; (7) a new 
2.1-mile-long, 36.7-kilovolt 
transmission line; and (8) 
appurtenant facilities.  The 
proposed project would have 
an estimated annual genera-
tion of 83 gigawatt-hours. 

Applicant Contact: Roy 
Powers/Zac Osgood, Agili-
tas Energy Inc., 401 Edge-
water Place, Suite 570, 
Wakefield, MA; phone:  914-
805-2522.

FERC Contact: Monir 
Chowdhury; phone: (202) 
502-6736.

Deadline for filing com-
ments, motions to inter-
vene, competing applica-
tions (without notices of in-
tent), or notices of intent to 
file competing applications:  
on or before 5:00 p.m. East-
ern Time on April 10, 2026.  
Competing applications and 
notices of intent must meet 
the requirements of 18 CFR 
4.36.  

The Commission strongly 
encourages electronic 
filing.  Please file comments, 
motions to intervene, notices 
of intent, and competing 
applications using the 
Commission’s eFiling 
system at https://ferconline.
ferc.gov/FERCOnline.aspx.  
Commenters can submit 
brief comments up to 
10,000 characters, without 
prior registration, using 
the eComment system at 
https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
QuickComment.aspx.  For 
assistance, please contact 

FERC Online Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.
gov, (866) 208-3676 (toll 
free), or (202) 502-8659 
(TTY).  

In lieu of electronic fil-
ing, you may submit a pa-
per copy.  Submissions sent 
via the U.S. Postal Service 
must be addressed to:  Deb-
bie-Anne A. Reese, Secre-
tary, Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission, 888 
First Street NE, Room 1A, 
Washington, DC   20426.  
Submissions sent via any 
other carrier must be ad-
dressed to:  Debbie-Anne 
A. Reese, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, 12225 Wilkins Avenue, 
Rockville, Maryland 20852.

For public inquiries and 
assistance with making 
filings such as interventions, 
comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office 
of Public Participation at 
(202) 502-6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov.

More information about 
this project, including a 
copy of the application, can 
be viewed or printed on 
the “eLibrary” link of the 
Commission’s website at 
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/
eLibrary/search.  Enter the 
docket number (P-15418) in 
the docket number field to 
access the document.  For 
assistance, contact FERC 
Online Support.
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)

Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary. 

(18,25fe4,11mr)

downloaded and/or opened 
and read publicly thereafter 
for the constructions of the 
following project(s):
Call: 015
Contract: 2022890005
State Project: 
S389-REC/AL-26 00 
Federal Project: 
STBG-2026(012)D
Description: 
PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
D-9 RECALL STRIPING 
2026 DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: FAYETTE, 
GREENBRIER, MONROE, 
NICHOLAS, SUMMERS

Proposals will be re-
ceived from prequalified 
and West Virginia licensed 
contractors only except that 
on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractors’ license is not 
required at time of bid, but 
will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is 
required with the Depart-
ment of Administration, 
Division of Purchasing, in 
accordance with Chapter 
5A, Article 3, Section 12 of 
the West Virginia Code. All 
contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit 
electronically with their bid 
a Proposal Guaranty Bond 
for $500.00 or 5% of the to-
tal bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
reserves the right to defer, 
delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for any 
project designated in this 
advertisement, without the 
necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The defer-
ment, delay, postponement, 
and the date that proposals 
will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on 
www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transportation 
Division of Highways here-
by notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that 
in any contract entered into 
pursuant to this advertise-
ment, minority business en-
terprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminat-
ed against on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin in consider-
ation for an award. 
(11,18fe)
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Gov. Morrisey Announces 
Local $2m Water Project

SMOOT, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) — 
Gov. Patrick Mor-
risey announced 
Thursday a $2 
million infrastruc-
ture investment in 
Greenbrier Coun-
ty to extend pub-
lic water service to 
Smoot Elementary 
School and dozens 
of local residents.

The funding, pro-
vided through the 
Abandoned Mine 
Lands Economic 
Revitalization pro-
gram, will extend 
water lines from 
Sam Black Church 
to the school. The 
project is expected 

to connect approx-
imately 85 residen-
tial and commercial 
customers.

“ Infras tructure 
is the foundation 
of economic devel-
opment,” Morrisey 
said. “You cannot 
grow jobs, attract 
businesses, or sup-
port schools and 
healthcare without 
dependable water 
and sewer systems.”

State officials said 
the project is de-
signed to improve 
public safety and 
health at Smoot 
Elementary while 
removing a signifi-
cant barrier to local 
economic growth. 
For the school, the 

extension ensures 
reliable water for 
food service, san-
itation, and emer-
gency prepared-
ness.

Morrisey noted 
that access to pub-
lic water is often a 
“deciding factor” 
for developers and 
employers consid-
ering the region.

The AMLER pro-
gram allows states 
to reinvest feder-
al resources into 
communities im-
pacted by historic 
coal mining. West 
Virginia has in-
vested hundreds of 
millions of dollars 
through the pro-
gram since 2016.

Rebecca Stalnaker

Hinton Neews



Tuesday-Saturday 9am-till close
212 Temple Street • Hinton, WV 25951

Bring in a receipt for a 10% discount
SHOP LOCAL - HINTON

New Stylist on our team: Chanah Ratliff
Now offering manicure and pedicures

304-309-5501

Owners: Chadd Vinson & Harry Peck

Winter Season 10% Discount on All Services!

John Gilbert (304) 890-0724
Orrin Gerzema (304) 952-8097
ggelectricllc.jobbersites.com

g.g.electric25@gmail.com

Electrical Services
Expert Electrical Solutions

for Your Home and Business

WV065723

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.
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Bethlehem Farm assists local residents 
with home repair needs

S U M M E R S 
COUNTY W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - 
Bethlehem Farm, a 
nonprofit organiza-
tion serving parts 
of Summers, Mon-
roe, and Greenbri-
er Counties, is ac-
cepting applications 
for its 2026 low-in-
come home repair 
program.

Bethlehem Farm 
partners with 
low-income indi-
viduals and fami-
lies to make neces-
sary repairs on their 
homes. Applicants 
must provide the 
home repair sup-
plies or consistent 
monthly payments 
for these supplies, 

while Bethlehem 
Farm provides free 
skilled and volun-
teer labor to enact 
the home repair 
projects.

For example, if a 
person would like 
assistance building 
a wheelchair ramp, 
that person would 
provide the money 
for the lumber and 
fasteners up front, 
or make (zero-inter-
est) monthly pay-
ments to Bethlehem 
Farm to cover the 
cost of these sup-
plies. Bethlehem 
Farm would con-
tribute knowledge, 
tools, and labor to 
the project.

Eligible projects 

can include:
W h e e l c h a i r 

ramps,
Painting,
Siding,
Insulation,
Roof repairs,
Windows and 

doors,
Flooring repairs,
Health and safety 

related porches or 
decks.

They do NOT per-
form:

2-story roof re-
pairs,

Steep roof repairs,
Electrical work,
Plumbing work,
Help paying utility 

bills.
Bethlehem Farm is 

located near Alder-
son. The Bethlehem 

Farm home repair 
program’s East-
ern limit is White 
Sulphur Springs, 
Southern limit is 
Pickaway, Western 
limit is Nimitz, and 
Northern limit is 
Rupert. Residents 
of Summers, Mon-
roe, and Greenbrier 
Counties in these 
limits who are pre-
pared to provide 
supplies or month-
ly payments and 
who are interested 
in applying should 
call Marcus at Beth-
lehem Farm at 304-
445-7143. www.
b e t h l e h e m f a r m .
net/need-home-re-
pair homerepair@
bethlehemfarm.net Photo provided by Bethlehem Farm

West Virginia Scholar Calls for 
Equity and Recognition of Living 

Black History Contributors
WEST VIRGNIA (Hinton 

News) - As Black History 
Month is observed nation-
wide, a Monroe County 
scholar, historian, and au-
thor is calling attention to 
a persistent gap in West 
Virginia’s recognition and 
support of African Ameri-
can scholars, authors, his-
torians, and cultural work-
ers—particularly those 
whose work preserves and 
advances Black history to-
day.

“West Virginia has a 
powerful African American 
past,” the author said, “but 
it has yet to consistently 
recognize or invest in the 
people who are actively car-
rying that history forward 
in the present.”

The author is an Afri-
can American genealo-
gist, historian, ordained 
minister, associate pas-
tor, and the writer of sev-
en published books. Her 
body of work includes 
rigorously researched bi-
ographies and Christian 
memoirs and devotionals 
that explore Black faith 
traditions, caregiving, per-
severance, and intergener-
ational memory. Together, 
her writings document 
African American history 
as both an archival record 
and a lived experience. 
Her most recent biography, 
The Business of Emancipa-
tion, examines the life and 
legacy of Freeman Henry 
Morris Murray, co-founder 
of the Niagara Movement 
and the NAACP. Mur-

ray attended the historic 
1906 Niagara Movement 
meeting at Harpers Fer-
ry, later recognized by the 
National Park Service as 
a foundational moment 
in the struggle for Black 
civil and political rights. 
Murray was also the au-
thor’s great-grandfather. 
Despite documented his-
torical ties and extensive 
scholarship, the author 
notes a lack of formal rec-
ognition or sustained insti-
tutional support for Black 
authors and historians in 
West Virginia.

“While general human-
ities and preservation 
programs exist,” she said, 
“there is no clear, sustained 
statewide framework ded-
icated to identifying, el-
evating, and supporting 
Black scholars and cultur-
al researchers whose work 
strengthens the state’s his-
torical record, moral imag-

ination, and civic under-
standing.”

She emphasizes that Af-
rican American history in 
West Virginia did not con-
clude with coal camps, Re-
construction classrooms, 
or early twentieth-century 
reform movements. That 
history continues today 
through living scholars, 
ministers, educators, writ-
ers, and community his-
torians—many of whom 
labor without institutional 
backing.

Her call urges cultural 
institutions, agencies, me-
dia outlets, and the public 
to broaden Black History 
Month beyond commem-
orating the past and to in-
clude meaningful recogni-
tion of those who preserve 
that history today.
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