
Rustic Paw Grooming Opens in Alderson: A 
Community-First Pet Care Shop

ALDERSON W.Va. (Hinton News) — 
A new local business is set to welcome 
families and their furry friends. Rus-
tic Paw Grooming will open its doors 

on Feb. 28, from 3 to 6 p.m., with a 
grand-opening event located at 301 
Chase Street in Alderson. Stop in and 
register for a free grooming.

Owner Ashton Phillips, a 20-year-
old student from Alderson currently 

pursuing forensic psychology, stated: 
“Between my family and myself, we’ve 
owned many different dog breeds that 
all require different types of care. I re-
alize how expensive regular grooming 
can be, especially for dogs that need 

it more often. I wanted to change that 
and make grooming more accessible, so 
everyone in my area and surrounding 
communities can afford the care their 
pets need.”

Phillips shared a heartfelt pledge: 
“Every dog that walks through my door 
will be treated as one of my own.” This 
promise guides Rustic Paw Grooming’s 
mission to provide care that is both af-
fordable and personalized. The shop 
emphasizes that it will groom dogs at 
fair, affordable prices and aims to avoid 
big corporate costs, focusing on care 
for dogs of all breeds and needs. The 
welcoming, kid-friendly environment 
is designed to offer a calm, clean space 
with individualized attention for every 
dog.

Rustic Paw Grooming wants every-
one to feel at home.”My goal is quality 
care without the stress of high costs.” 
And the message to potential custom-
ers is simple: “Every dog is welcome at 
Rustic Paw Grooming!”

Photos provided by Ashton Phillips.

Susan Smith-Linton

Hinton News

French Creek Freddie Predicts More 
Winter for West Virginia

FRENCH CREEK, W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) — The West Vir-
ginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) announced 
that French Creek Freddie, the 
state’s official weather-predicting 
groundhog, predicted six more 
weeks of winter during the an-
nual Groundhog Day celebration 
at the West Virginia State Wild-
life Center in Upshur County, 
with Gov. Patrick Morrisey help-
ing lead the ceremony and share 
Freddie’s forecast with the pub-

lic.
During the 

annual event, 
which was 
attended by 
150 visitors 
from across 
the state, 
Gov. Morrisey 
joined WVD-
NR officials 
as Freddie 
emerged from 
his burrow 
and saw his 
shadow under 
clear skies, 
signaling that 
winter will 
continue.

“ G r o u n d -
hog Day with 
French Creek 

Freddie is one of West Virginia’s 
most beloved traditions and a fun 
way to bring families and com-
munities together,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMillion. “Even 
if winter is sticking around, the 
Wildlife Center remains a great 
place to visit year-round and 
learn about West Virginia’s wild-
life and the conservation efforts 
that protect our natural resourc-
es.”

According to folklore, if a 
groundhog sees its shadow, six 
more weeks of winter can be ex-
pected. However, if a groundhog 
doesn’t see its shadow, spring will 
come early. Over the past four de-
cades, about 50 percent of Fred-
die’s predictions have come true, 
making his forecasts a fun tradi-
tion for West Virginians. Freddie 
predicted an early spring in 2025.

Wildlife Center Trail Becomes a 
Mountaineer Mile

During the ceremony, Gov. 
Morrisey and WVDNR officials 
also announced that the West 
Virginia State Wildlife Center’s 
loop trail has been officially des-
ignated as a Mountaineer Mile.

The Mountaineer Mile program 
was launched by Gov. Morrisey in 
April 2025 at Little Beaver State 
Park to encourage West Virgin-
ians to walk at least one mile each 
day and lead healthier lifestyles 

while enjoying the state’s public 
lands. Since then, the governor 
has partnered with West Virgin-
ia State Parks, which is part of 
the WVDNR, to designate offi-
cial Mountaineer Mile trails at 44 
state parks and forests across the 
state.

“This program has been in-
credibly successful in getting 
West Virginians outside, mov-
ing more and making healthy 
lifestyle choices,” Gov. Morrisey 
said. “Designating a Mountaineer 
Mile at the West Virginia State 
Wildlife Center is a great way to 
encourage people to stay active 
during the winter months while 
enjoying our state’s natural beau-
ty and wildlife.”

The designation at the West Vir-
ginia State Wildlife Center marks 
the first time a Mountaineer Mile 
trail has been established on a 
WVDNR-operated property out-
side the state parks system. The 
accessible loop trail provides vis-
itors with an easy way to stay ac-
tive while observing native wild-
life in a natural setting.

The West Virginia State Wild-
life Center is open daily from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. through the end 
of March, with free admission 
during this period. Regular hours 
and admission rates go into effect 
on April 1. To learn more about 
the Wildlife Center, visit WVdnr.
gov/west-virginia-wildlife-cen-
ter.

Photo provided by WVDNR
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Jesus, The Way To A Better Life
(Part 2)

by Mark A. Copeland
https://executableoutlines.com/topical_series/jesus-the-way-guide/jtw_01.html

Last week we were looking at how Jesus is the way to a better life. We ended by 
noting the source of our problems in this life is the sinful hearts of men.

It is one to thing to identify the problem; what has Jesus done to provide a solution? 
The apostle Paul explains in his letter to Titus:

For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 
another. But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according 
to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:3-7)

Out of kindness, love, mercy and grace, God through Jesus Christ has saved us and 
made us righteous in His sight! This took place when we experienced the “washing of 
regeneration” and “renewing of the Holy Spirit” (a reference to the act of baptism, in 
which one who believes in Jesus is truly born again of water AND Spirit! - John 3:5).

In other words, Jesus removes the problem of unhappiness and lack of inner peace 
by first removing the cause: Sin! But there is more...

Secondly, Jesus leads the way to true happiness and peace by teaching us to seek 
new goals in life. He warns us of the folly of seeking after riches:

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal;” (Matthew 6:19)

Riches are perishable, and open to theft; therefore, He teaches us to put our treasure 
in heaven:

“but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” (Matthew 6:20)

But how does one go about laying up treasure in heaven? It involves living for Jesus, 
even under the most adverse conditions:

“Blessed are you when men hate you, And when they exclude you, And revile 
you, and cast out your name as evil, For the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like 
manner their fathers did to the prophets.” (Luke 6:22-23)

Of course, living for Jesus means to follow His teachings; for example:
“But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and 

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind 
to the unthankful and evil.” (Luke 6:35)

Yes, our reward will be great, and even now we can have great happiness knowing 
that it can never be stolen, nor will it perish, for it is reserved for us in heaven!

Finally, Jesus leads the way to true happiness by giving us what we do not expect! 
Once we learn not to make material things, pleasure, and fame our goals in life, but 
to instead make following Jesus and His teachings our goal, He then provides us an 
unexpected portion of these very things!

Continued next week where we will look at more  
of what Jesus provides for us leading to a better life.
Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA 
Applications Being Accepted!

Friends of the Library to Host Workshop 
on Friday the 13th

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - The 
Friends of the Sum-
mers County Public 
Library will be hold-
ing a craft workshop 
on Feb. 13, from 5 
to 7 p.m. in the li-
brary. Don’t want to 
be bored during the 
next snowstorm? On 
Friday the 13th, they 
will share how to do 

the craft of book fold-
ing. Attendees will be 
learning the MMF 
(measure mark fold) 
and MCF (measure 
cut fold) techniques.

All supplies will be 
provided. The cost is 
$10 per person, pay-
able on the day of 
the workshop. Reg-
istration is required 
to ensure they bring 

enough supplies for 
everyone.

Contact Cher-
yl Kula at cheryl.
kula@gmail.com or 
through FB messen-
ger, or leave a mes-
sage for her at the li-
brary. This workshop 
is open to all ages, 10 
to 100.

Organizers said, 
“Join us for a cou-

ple of hours of craft 
and chatter. We 
hope to continue 
these workshops 
as a semi-monthly 
Library Craft Lab, 
which will include 
future projects with 
cross stitch, sculp-
ture, plastic canvas, 
and others!”

Photos provided by the Friends of the Library
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Valentine’s Day
Gift Guide

300 Greenbrier Dr., Hinton, WV 
By Appointment! Book Online At 

www.MassageBook.com/MichelleAdairBodywork
For Massage. Call Or Text: Michelle Adair - 505-240-7025 

For Massage, Call Or Text: Charity Englehart - 304-667-8238

February Only Specials February Only Specials 
Love From Head To ToeLove From Head To Toe

$95 - Special Treatment for your Feet!  $95 - Special Treatment for your Feet!  
This 50 minute foot massage, hot towels, foot This 50 minute foot massage, hot towels, foot 

scrub, hot stones, and reflexology, leg massage,  scrub, hot stones, and reflexology, leg massage,  
and heated table.and heated table.

• $20 OFF Any 60 Minute Reflexology Foot • $20 OFF Any 60 Minute Reflexology Foot 
Massage Session. Massage Session. 

Refer A Friend For A $25 Off Coupon!Refer A Friend For A $25 Off Coupon!
Gift Certificates Available.Gift Certificates Available.

More Than Chocolate: How a Secret Roman 
Priest and the Victorians Created a Holiday

Valentine’s Day. 
A day for love. Have 
you ever wondered 
why we celebrate on 
Feb. 14? Then this in-
formation is for you. 

Valentine’s Day 
originated from the 
mid-February fertil-
ity festival known as 
Lupercalia. It went 
from there to a day 
honoring Christian 
martyrs named Val-
entine, then became 
associated with ro-
mantic love in the 
Middle Ages. Geof-
frey Chaucer’s poetry 
in the 14th century 
helped make it pop-
ular. 

Lupercalia was a 
festival held between 
Feb. 13 and 15. It was 
to promote fertility 
and spring. The festi-
val included rituals of 
sacrificing goats and 
dogs, stripping the 
hides, and running 
through the streets 
naked and whipping 
women in the name of 
celebrating fertility. 
Even after Christian-
ity was legal in Rome, 
Lupercalia remained 
for over a century. 
Women were said to 

have lined up for the 
lashing because they 
believed it blessed 
their fertility. Pope 
Gelasius shut down 
Lupercalia, but his-
torians believe that 
the Catholic Church 
rebranded the festi-
val as a new Christian 
holiday by holding an 
annual feast for Saint 
Valentine every Feb. 
14. 

Several Christian 
martyrs were named 
Valentine, but the 
legend most likely 
refers to the Roman 
priest who married 
couples in secret. 
This was after Em-
peror Claudius 11 
banned marriage for 
young men. There’s 
another legend that 
says he was killed for 
helping Christians 
escape Roman pris-
ons.

The history is a lit-
tle hard to pinpoint, 
having taken place 
over 2,000 years ago, 
but it’s agreed that 
Saint Valentine was 
arrested and mar-
tyred around 270 AD. 

All of this feels far 
removed from the 
posh holiday we cel-
ebrate today, filled 

with roses, candy, 
and jewelry. Perhaps 
we owe the Victori-
ans a thank you for 
how we celebrate to-
day. The Victorian 
Era was a romantic 
era driven by indus-
trialization. It was 
characterized by or-
nate homemade or 
mass-produced lace 
cards, the inven-
tion of heart-shaped 
chocolate boxes, and 
admiring from afar 
or in secret. The Vic-
torians helped popu-
larize the penny post. 
Being able to express 

one’s feelings anony-
mously allowed peo-
ple to express things 
forbidden or too shy 
for formal society. 

Sending flowers 
and jewelry became 
popular ways to show 
you care on Valen-
tine’s Day. Going out 
to a favorite restau-
rant or to a movie is 
another favorite way 
to celebrate. Howev-
er you celebrate this 
Valentine’s Day, I 
hope it’s with some-
one who not only 
loves you but loves 
you back.

Lisa Abshire
Hinton News
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Fill in the grid so that every row, every col-
umn, and every 3x3 grid contains the digits 
1 through 9. That means that no number is 

repeated in any row, column, or box.

(Today’s Answers 
Next Wednesday)

Answer To Last 
Wednesday’s  
Puzzle →

– Sheffer Crossword –

Beetle Bailey

Daddy Daze 

Blondie 

Dustin 

Marvin

Hi and Lois

Mutts 

Zits 

Sudoku PUZZLE

ENTERTAINMENT & COMICS PAGEENTERTAINMENT & COMICS PAGE

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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NIFTL

LHYOL

UDLESG

GARNDO

WHEEL PRICE CASHEW UNPAIDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: If the Olympic curling team could win all their 

matches, it would be a — CLEAN SWEEP

 -

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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MTOSP

ESEGE

EFCFEO

SLARPI

RIGOR CONGA HUNGRY POTATOYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The clothes that were drying on the line on such 

a beautiful day enjoyed just — HANGING OUT

”  -“
(Today’s Answers Next Wednesday)

Last 
Wednesday’s 

Answers

Last Wednesday’s Answer
(Answers Next Wednesday)
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Alderson Medical Center  
101 Railroad Avenue,  
Alderson, WV 24910  

• (304) 445-3140
Summers County Health Center  

37 Bobcat Drive, Hinton, WV 
25951 • (304) 660-1155

Rainelle Medical Center Family 
Medicine And Pediatrics  
176 Medical Center Drive, 

 Rainelle, WV 25962  
• (304) 438-6188  

& Rainelle Medical Center 
Pharmacy (304) 438-6186  
& Rainelle Dental Center  

(304) 438-1922
Lewisburg Pediatrics  

And Family Health Center  
2140 North Jefferson St., Suite 

200, Lewisburg, WV 24901  
• (304) 660-1155

 

Maxwelton Health Center  
& Pharmacy  

390 Industrial Park Road, 
Maxwelton, WV 24957  

• (681) 318-3610 
& Maxwelton Dental Center  

(681) 318-3611
Midland Trail Health Center  

26709 Midland Trail, Hico, WV 
25854 • (304) 969-8080

Lewisburg Health Center  
296 Fair Street, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 647-4747

Meadow Bridge Clinic  
1502 Meadow Bridge Road, 
Meadow Bridge, WV 25976  

• (304) 484-7755
White Sulphur Springs  

Health Center  
128 Community Lane,  

White Sulphur Springs, WV 24996  
• (304) 956-2577

Eastern Greenbrier Health Center  
595 Spartan Lane, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 645-1052
Rupert Health Care Center  

458 Greenbrier St., Rupert, WV 
25984 • (304) 632-6602

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026 KIDS’ PAGE│ 5A



Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

John Gilbert (304) 890-0724
Orrin Gerzema (304) 952-8097
ggelectricllc.jobbersites.com

g.g.electric25@gmail.com

Electrical Services
Expert Electrical Solutions

for Your Home and Business

WV065723

Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

The Hinton News The Hinton News 
Dining GuideDining Guide

To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 
681.293.1173 681.293.1173 

Or Email tia@wvdn.comOr Email tia@wvdn.com

Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

681-293-1173
tia@wvdn.com

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Bostics 
Service Station

SUMMERS COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 
- I have the doors and 
hardware to an antique 
McCray meat chest like 
the one you see here. 
You might be asking 
why does he only has the 
doors to it? Well, that is 
a quirky story, so let me 
break it down for you. 
My late friend Suzanne 
Humphrey bought it and 
removed it from Coun-
try Roads Store here in 
Pence Springs decades 
ago.

It had been paint-
ed green; she had the 
doors and hardware in 
her basement, strip-
ping them down to the 
oak. The chest/case was 
stored in her husband’s 
garage. I remember being 
a young kid and waking 
up to someone parked 
in our driveway, blowing 
their horn repeatedly. We 
all got up and looked. The 
garage was engulfed by 
fire. The guy was trying to 
get someone’s attention.

My father, David, went 
down to their house and 
they commenced to save 
what they could. It wasn’t 
much by that point; my 
father and Billy hooked 
up an old Mach 1 Mustang 
and Bronco and bulled it 
up in the yard away from 
the burning garage. I re-
member watching from 
our window as my father 
pulled the Bronco from 
the garage; the tires were 
on fire.

The case burned up 
in the fire, but the doors 
and hardware were safe 
in the basement. Fast for-
ward 30 years, and their 
son Andy had them at 

his house. Andy was like 
me with his love for his-
tory and antiques. About 
5 years ago, I traded him 
out of the doors. I didn’t 
know what, but I knew I 
was going to build some-
thing because of the his-
tory behind them.

We are in the process 
of adding a kitchen onto 
our house and turning 
the old kitchen into a din-
ing room. So we came up 
with the idea of building a 
replica and using 5 of the 
doors around the dining 
room window. I think my 
father is starting to get 
tired of my rehab/salvage 

projects. I don’t intend to 
stop anytime soon. Ha. 

I recently found this 
auction advertisement for 

Bostics Service Station in 
Pence Springs from 1957. 
I always assumed that 
Country Roads Store had 

started out as Keatleys 
Cash Grocery. But appar-
ently, Mr. and Mrs. Por-
ter Bostic sold it to the 
Keatleys. This auction 
advertisement for Bostic 
Service Station lists this 
large McCray meat cooler 
as one of the items in the 
auction sale.

It sat in the store for 
decades after that sale. 
While taking the doors 

apart to finish stripping 
the paint from it we found 
a water line across the 
inside of the doors. This 
had to be from the flood 
of 1967, 1973, or 1977. 
Based on where this sat 
in the back room, which 
is higher than the main 
floor. And the flood of 73 
was a crest of 20.30ft; it 
was more than likely a 
water mark of that time. 

William Jones

Hinton News

Photo of cabinet provided by William 
Jones

Antique ad for a Bostics Service 
Station auction
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FOR RENT 
NO WAITING 

LIST
One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. 
All Utilities Included. 

On site laundry 
facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF

ADMINISTRATION 
TO CREDITORS, 

DISTRIBUTEES &  
LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that 
the following estates have 
been opened for probate 
in the Summers Fiduciary 
Supervisor’s Office at 120 
Ballengee Street, Suite 100, 
Hinton, WV 25951‑0097. 
Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will 
must make a complaint in 
accordance with the pro-
visions of West Virginia 
Code § 41-5-11 – 13. Any 
interested person objecting 
to the qualifications of the 
personal representative or 
the venue or jurisdiction of 
the court, shall file written 
notice of an objection with 
the County Commission 
through the Summers Coun-
ty Fiduciary Supervisor’s of-
fice within 60 days after the 
date of the first publication 
or within 30 days of the ser-
vice of the notice, whichever 
is later. If an objection is not 
filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person 
interested in filing claims 
against an estate must file 
them in accordance with 
West Virginia Code § 44-2 
or 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estates 
of the following named 
decedents will proceed with-
out reference to a fiduciary 
commissioner unless within 
60 days from the first pub-
lication of this notice a ref-
erence is requested by a par-
ty of interest or an unpaid 
creditor files a claim and 
good cause is shown to sup-
port reference to a fiduciary 
commissioner. 
First Publication Date: 
Wednesday, February 4, 
2026
Claim Deadline: Sunday, 
April 5, 2026
ESTATE OF: LILLIE E. 
THOMPSON
EXECUTOR: JOHN R. 
HEDRICK
ESTATE OF: KIMBERLY 
ANN JOHNSON
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
RONALD JOHNSO
ESTATE OF: GLEYNORA 
JEANE GILBHRIGHDE
EXECUTRIX: ANONA 
MAGDALEN MOENCH
ESTATE OF: NETTIE 
CAROL KELLEY
CO EXECUTRIX: DIANA 
SUE WHEELER
CO EXECUTRIX: DREA-
MA CAROL WILFONG
ESTATE OF: KERMIT 
DALE BURDETTE
EXECUTRIX: EVA JANE 
BURDETTE
ESTATE OF: TERRY 
LYNN NEWTON
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
DREW A. NEWTON
ESTATE OF: JAMES WIL-
LARD STIFFLER
EXECUTOR: TROY STIF-
FLER
ESTATE OF: RENO 
GLENN RICHMOND
EXECUTOR: ERIC SCOTT 
RICHMOND
ESTATE OF: NETTIE LEE 
GUNTER
EXECUTRIX: LINDA 
GAILE WIKER
ESTATE OF: GARY LEE  
CHARLTON
A D M I N I S T R A T R I X : 
TERI PINSON

Subscribed and sworn to 

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO  
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division of 
Highways through the Bid 
Express Bidding Service 
(www.bidx.com) and by 
sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) 
being received at its office 
in Building 5, Room 843, 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Vir-
ginia until March 10, 2026 
at 10:00 AM (Eastern Stan-
dard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened 
and read publicly thereafter 
for the constructions of the 
following project(s):
Call: 015
Contract: 2022890005
State Project: 
S389-REC/AL-26 00 
Federal Project: 
STBG-2026(012)D
Description: 
PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
D-9 RECALL STRIPING 
2026 DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: FAYETTE, 
GREENBRIER, MONROE, 
NICHOLAS, SUMMERS

Proposals will be re-
ceived from prequalified 
and West Virginia licensed 
contractors only except that 
on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractors’ license is not 
required at time of bid, but 
will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is 
required with the Depart-
ment of Administration, 
Division of Purchasing, in 
accordance with Chapter 
5A, Article 3, Section 12 of 
the West Virginia Code. All 
contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit 
electronically with their bid 
a Proposal Guaranty Bond 
for $500.00 or 5% of the to-
tal bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
reserves the right to defer, 
delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for any 
project designated in this 
advertisement, without the 
necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The defer-
ment, delay, postponement, 
and the date that proposals 
will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on 
www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transportation 
Division of Highways here-
by notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that 
in any contract entered into 
pursuant to this advertise-
ment, minority business en-
terprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids 

WEST VIRGINIA
PUBLIC SERVICE  

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF FILING

Application of Constel-
lation NewEnergy — Gas 
Division, LLC for Approv-
al to Offer, Render, Furnish 
or Supply Natural Gas Sup-
ply Services to the public in 
West Virginia in Case No. 
25-0905-G-EFPP.

Constellation NewEn-
ergy — Gas Division, 
LLC has filed an applica-
tion with the West Virginia 
Public Service Commission 
(“PSC”) for participation in 
an Enhanced Firm Pooling 
Program to provide natural 
gas supply services as a sup-
plier or aggregator of natural 
gas services. Constellation 
NewEnergy — Gas Divi-
sion, LLC, proposes to sell 
natural gas and related ser-
vices in all counties of West 
Virginia.

The PSC may consider this 
application without a hear-
ing. Protests directed to the 
technical or financial fitness 
of Constellation NewEn-
ergy — Gas Division, LLC 
may be filed within 15 days 
of the date of this notice with 
the Executive Secretary of 
the PSC, 201 Brooks Street, 
Charleston, WV 25301. 
Please include the Case No. 
listed above on the protest.

Additionally, please send 
copies of any protest to 
Constellation NewEner-
gy — Gas Division, LLC 
attorney at the address list-
ed below.

Austin D. Rogers
Babst Calland Clements & 

Zomnir, P.C
300 Summers Street,  

Suite 1000
Charleston,  

West Virginia 25301
(681) 205-8888

(681) 205-8814 facsimile
arogers@babstcalland.com 

(11fe)
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Dear Recycle Lady,
Why is food waste con-

sidered such a big problem 
today? Curious

Dear Curious,
According to the latest 

food waste statistics, the 
world wastes 1.05 billion 
TONS of food every year, 
and over one billion meals 
are thrown away daily. 
This is more than one meal 
per day for each person 
facing hunger worldwide. 
Besides the food that is 
wasted, 24% of agricultur-
al water used to grow the 
food is wasted, and there 
is an 8 to 10% increase 
in global greenhouse gas 
emissions from wasted 
food in landfills. House-
holds contribute 61% of 
global food waste, food ser-
vices contribute 26% of the 
waste, and retailers such 
as grocery stores account 
for 13% of the waste. The 
US alone wastes 60 mil-
lion tons annually. Glob-
ally, the economic cost of 
food waste approaches $1 
trillion a year, with the US 
losing $161 billion a year. 
Despite all this surplus of 
food, 783 million people 
are undernourished, and 
one-third of the global 
population faces food inse-
curity. Emerging technol-
ogies in food presentation 
and international collabo-
ration are expected to play 
a crucial role in addressing 
this crisis. Potential/Hope-
ful solutions include pro-
grams on consumer aware-
ness, improved storage and 
transport infrastructure, 
initiatives in food recovery, 
and excessive waste penal-
ties. Food waste is a social, 
ethical and global chal-
lenge, not just an environ-
mental or economic issue. 
It will require households, 
businesses, and govern-
ments all working together 
to create a sustainable food 
system.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Several non-profit orga-

nizations are sending coins 
glued to their letters re-
questing donations. After 
removing these coins there 
are globs of glue left on the 
letter. Must this glue be re-
moved before recycling the 
letter? Glue or no Glue

Dear Glue or no Glue,
Yes, globs of glue that 

hold the coins on the let-
ter must be removed be-
fore recycling as glue is a 
contaminate. However, a 
small amount of glue on 
paper is ok. Most glue dots 
can be removed simply by 
rubbing your thumb over 
them or they can be cut 
out. If the glued item is on 
waxy-feeling paper, it can’t 
be recycled.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Yesterday I came across 

the word pre-cycling in a 
magazine article. What is 
pre-cycling? Recycler

Dear Recycler,
Pre-recycling is mak-

ing choices that reduce 
consumer waste and have 
the smallest possible im-
pact on the environment. 
Pre-cycling is about reduc-
ing waste or preventing 
waste before it happens. 
For example, it is about 
choosing items that are un-
packaged, have less pack-
aging, or have packaging 
that is recyclable. It is do-
ing simple things, like tak-
ing a reusable bottle or bag 
with you, buying only what 
you need, or using rags in-

stead of paper towels for 
cleaning. If you are trying 
to decide between a plas-
tic, paper, or cardboard 
container, a paper and 
cardboard box is the best 
option. Pre-cycling is using 
products that last longer 
and not using disposable 
or single-use products.

Have questions about 
recycling or interesting in-
formation about recycling? 
Send questions or requests 
to Recyclelady7@gmail.
com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by the 
Greenbrier Recycling Cen-
ter and Greenworks Recy-
cling.

Dear Recycle Lady

NOTICE
Please be advised that the Summers County Com-

mission in Special Session on January 15, 2026 or-
dered that the polling place location for Precinct #4 
Riverview and Precinct 4A West End be changed 
from Middle School Gym to the Memorial Build-
ing Auditorium.  The physical address of the new 
polling place is 451 1st Avenue, Hinton, WV 25951.  
This change will be effective with the May 12, 2026 
Primary Election and all elections thereafter.  All 
affected voters in this precinct will be notified by 
First Class Mail.

By order of the Summers County Commission
Charles W. Saunders, President

NOTICE
Please be advised that the Summers County Com-

mission in Special Session on January 15, 2026 or-
dered that the polling place location for Precinct #9 
Hinton Area be changed from Hinton Area Elemen-
tary to the Memorial Building Auditorium.  The 
physical address of the new polling place is 451 1st 
Avenue, Hinton, WV 25951.  This change will be ef-
fective with the May 12, 2026 Primary Election and 
all elections thereafter.  All affected voters in this 
precinct will be notified by First Class Mail.

By order of the Summers County Commission
Charles W. Saunders, President

before me on January 28, 
2026.
Donald R. Basham Jr. 
Fiduciary Supervisor of 
Summers County
(4,11fe)

in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminat-
ed against on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin in consider-
ation for an award. 
(11,18fe)
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15 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING*15 MONTHS NO INTEREST FINANCING*
WITH APPROVED CREDIT, RESTRICTIONS APPLY*

Call Today For Your Free In-Home Estimate
1-800-WINDOW-WORLD

AMERICA’S #1 EXTERIOR REMODELER.
This Window World Franchise is independently owned and operated by 
Window World of Beckley, Inc. under license from Window World Inc.

WINDOWS • DOORS • SIDING • MORE
Get Your Quote Today!

1-800-WINDOW-WORLD • 304-252-7494
www.windowworldbeckley.com

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-till close
212 Temple Street • Hinton, WV 25951

Bring in a receipt for a 10% discount
SHOP LOCAL - HINTON

New Stylist on our team: Chanah Ratliff
Now offering manicure and pedicures

304-309-5501

Owners: Chadd Vinson & Harry Peck

Winter Season 10% Discount on All Services!

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

Monroe County Clerk’s Office Announces Winners of 
First-Ever “I Voted!” Sticker Contest

UNION W.Va. (Hinton 
News) – In coordination 
with the West Virginia 
Secretary of State’s Office, 
Monroe County 8th-grade 
students participated in 
the state’s inaugural “I 
Voted!” Sticker Contest. 
This exciting new initiative, 
launched by Secretary of 
State Kris Warner, invited 
eighth graders across West 
Virginia to design original 
“I Voted!” stickers to be 
distributed to voters during 
the 2026 primary and gen-
eral elections.

The contest encouraged 
young artists to create de-
signs incorporating the 
phrase “I Voted!” while 
reflecting themes of civic 
pride, democracy, and West 
Virginia heritage. Submis-
sions were judged locally in 
each county, with the goal 
of engaging students in the 
electoral process, fostering 
creativity, and highlighting 
the importance of voting. 
By involving youth in this 
hands-on civic education 
project, the program aims 
to build lifelong apprecia-
tion for democratic partic-
ipation and inspire the next 
generation of informed 
voters. Early involvement 
in such activities helps 
students understand their 
role in shaping their com-
munities, state, and nation 
through active citizenship.

Monroe County Clerk 
Jeremy Meadows ex-
pressed great enthusiasm 
for the contest and the tal-
ented entries received.

“I am incredibly proud 
of the creativity and effort 
our local 8th graders put 
into this first-ever ‘I Voted!’ 
Sticker Contest,” said Clerk 
Meadows. “The artwork 
was truly beautiful, and it 
was extremely difficult for 
the judges to select just a 
few winners because every 
piece was so impressive.”

Clerk Meadows an-
nounced the following local 
winners:

• First Place: Blaklee 
Guzman, Mountain View 
Middle School

• Second Place: Kya Wil-
liams, Peterstown Middle 
School

• Third Place: Rory K. 
Wade, Mountain View 
Middle School

He emphasized that the 
competition was so strong 
that no single design—or 
even just a few—could fully 
capture the talent on dis-
play.

“Ultimately, I couldn’t 
choose just a couple to fea-
ture,” Meadows added. “In-
stead, all of the entrants’ 
artwork will be featured 
on the ‘I Voted!’ stickers 
distributed during the pri-
mary and general elections 
this year. No matter the 
outcome of the judging, 
every student who partic-
ipated is a winner. Their 
contributions will proudly 
be seen by voters across 
Monroe County.”

To commemorate their 
participation, Clerk Mead-
ows will provide each stu-
dent entrant with special 
stamps as keepsakes for 
their parents or guardians 
to treasure as mementos of 
this meaningful civic proj-
ect.

This initiative under-
scores the vital connection 
between education, art, 
and democracy. By em-
powering young people to 
contribute to the electoral 
process, Monroe County 
is investing in its future. 

These students represent 
the next generation of lead-
ers, voters, and engaged 
citizens who will carry 
forward the values of our 
county, state, and country. 
Encouraging their partic-
ipation today ensures a 
stronger, more vibrant de-
mocracy for tomorrow.

For more information 
about the contest or up-
coming elections, contact 
the Monroe County Clerk’s 
Office at 304-772-3096 or 
visit www.monroecounty-
wv.gov.
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