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Beyond the Interstate: Discovering the 
New Aventures by Rail

WEST VIRGINIA (Hinton 
News) - When planning a trip, one 
of the most important aspects is 
the travel method. From road trips 
to international flights, there are 
plenty of options available; how-
ever, there is one often overlooked 
choice: trains. In southern West 
Virginia, Amtrak runs the Cardi-
nal line for all of your travel needs.

Every Wednesday, Friday, and 
Sunday, this line runs between 
Chicago and New York City with 
stops in multiple West Virgin-
ia and Virginia cities making it 
an excellent option for day trips. 
Travellers can easily go from Hin-
ton to White Sulphur Springs or 
Charleston to Clifton Forge and 
back again.

Not only is train travel a conve-
nient way to take a trip, but it is 
also generally cheaper than flying. 
Other benefits include plenty of 
leg room and reclining seats that 
do not impede the passenger be-
hind you in coach, generous free 
luggage options, several food and 
drink options to suit varying tastes 
and general ease.

While the convenience and cost 
are major draws, the true selling 
point of the Cardinal is the unpar-

alleled scenery. As the train winds 
through the heart of southern West 
Virginia, it traverses the New River 
Gorge National Park and Preserve. 
Passengers are treated to views of 
the rugged canyon walls and the 
rushing New River—vistas that 
are completely inaccessible by car. 
During the autumn months, this 
route becomes a moving gallery of 
vibrant oranges and reds, offering 
a perspective on the Appalachian 
wilderness that you simply cannot 
get from an interstate.

Choosing the train isn’t just 
about the destination; it’s about 
embracing a slower, more inten-
tional pace of life. Many of the 
stops along the West Virginia 
route, such as Hinton and Alder-
son, feature historic depots that 
harken back to the golden age of 
rail travel. These stations often 
sit in the heart of small, walkable 
towns, allowing travelers to step 
off the platform and immediately 
immerse themselves in local cul-
ture, boutique shopping, and his-
toric architecture without the need 
for a rental car.

For those who struggle with the 
cramped confines of modern air 
travel, the Cardinal is a breath of 
fresh air. Beyond the generous 
legroom, the train offers free Wi-
Fi and individual power outlets 

at every seat, making it an ideal 
environment for those who want 
to get some work done or stream 
a movie while the landscape rolls 
by. If you’re looking for a more 
social experience, the Lounge Car 
provides a space to stretch your 
legs, strike up a conversation with 
fellow travelers, or simply enjoy 
a coffee while staring out of the 
oversized observation windows.

Pro Tip: Because the Cardinal 

only runs three times a week, it 
is wise to book your tickets in ad-
vance, especially during the peak 
leaf-peeping season in October 
when the route is in high demand.

As someone who recently dis-
covered the ease of rail travel, I 
encourage travellers to try it out 
and see where the rails will take 
you next! Whether you are going 
on a day trip to The Greenbrier in 
White Sulphur Springs or a week-
end getaway to the Big Apple, ad-
ventures await!

Rebecca Stalnaker

Hinton News

The Cardinal train pulling 
into the Hinton Station. 

Photo by Rebecca Stalnaker

The empty tracks at the 
Hinton station overlooking 

the river. Photo by  
Rebecca Stalnaker

Witness Statements and Alleged Confession Lead 
to Arrest in Pipestem Shooting

PIPESTEM W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - According to a crim-

inal com-
plaint, on 
Jan. 18, an 
officer re-
ceived a call 
at approxi-
mately 2:40 
a.m. to re-
spond to the 
vicinity of 
Rock Ridge 
Bar in Pipe-
stem. While 
enroute, the 
officer was 
r e p o r t e d -
ly informed 
that an in-
dividual had 
been shot. 
When the of-
ficer arrived 

on the scene, he started an in-
vestigation.

According to reports, the vic-
tim, who has not been identi-
fied, was transported to a local 
hospital with non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

The officer made contact 
with three witnesses who al-
legedly named an individu-
al, later identified as Raesan 
Smith, as one of the suspects 
in the shooting. Several wit-
nesses also reportedly saw 
Smith brandishing a firearm 
prior to the shooting. 

A little while later, Smith 
was hiding inside a vehicle in 
the parking lot, according to 
the complaint. Of note is that 
Smith was reportedly in pos-
session of the same clothes 
as those described by the wit-
nesses. Smith was then arrest-
ed. 

The officer interviewed 

Smith after advising him of his 
Miranda Rights. Smith report-
edly waived his rights. During 
the interview, Smith allegedly 
confirmed he discharged his 
firearm four times. The com-
plaint states that Smith also 
told the officer that he had 
been aiming his firearm at 
another person when the in-
cident occurred. According to 

the complaint, Smith also said 
he disposed of the firearm be-
fore being arrested. There was 
a residence within 500 feet of 
where the firearm was report-
edly discharged.

Smith was booked into 
Southern Regional Jail; how-
ever, at the time of publishing, 
Smith is no longer listed as an 
inmate at SRJ.

Lisa Abshire

Hinton News

Raesan Smith
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Hinton 
News Front Pages Through the Years

SUMMERS COUN-
TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - This week’s 
piece kind of writes 
itself. The papers you 
see here are a collec-
tion of only the front 
pages of the Hinton 
Daily News through-
out the years. This was 
done for a special 75th 
anniversary edition of 
the paper, showcas-
ing some of the most 
memorable local, na-
tional, and interna-
tional news stories 
and headlines.

As for a local story of 
interest, the Wednes-
day, January 14, 1942 
headline was “DRAVO 
AWARDED BLUE-
STONE DAM CON-
TRACT.” The first 
paragraph of the story 

reads… ”the amount 
was approximately 
$10,000,000.” With 
inflation, that equates 
to $206.403,821.66 
today.

On Tuesday, June 
6, 1944, the headline 
was “INVASION BE-
GINS Landings Made 
In Northern France; 
Nazis Acknowledge 
Penetrations At Cher-
bourg”. Tuesday, 
May 8, 1945, reads 
“VICTORY Truman 
Announces Surren-
der; Warns Japanese 
To End War.” Mon-
day, August 6, 1945, 
“New Atomic Bomb 
Dropped on Japan. 
Tuesday, August 14, 
1945, “WAR ENDED 
Allied Forces Ordered 
To Cease Firing.”

 A local story that 
made national head-

lines at the time, 
Thursday, March 
1949, “Bluestone 
Bridge Section Falls; 
Five Dead”. Wednes-
day, June 10, 1953 “3 
Crewmen Die When 
Engine Explodes.” Of 
national or rather in-
ternational interest; 

May, July 21, 1969 
“MAN WALKS ON 
MOON.”

Wednesday, May 4, 
1960 “Senator John 
Kennedy Visits In 
Hinton Today”. Then, 
only three years later, 
on Friday, November 
22, 1963, “President 

Kennedy Assassinat-
ed”. Thursday, June 
27, 1929, “Preparation 
and Building of Bridge 
Interesting Story” and 

then several individu-
al stories about the lo-
cal bridge follow.

International news 
again: Thursday, De-
cember 10, 1935 “Ab-
dication of King is 
Announced.” Sunday, 
December 7, 1941 
“WAR WAR Declared 
by Japanese on U.S., 
Britain”. Wednesday, 
April 18, 1906 “Earth-
quake Destroys San 
Francisco.” Wednes-
day, April 8, 1912 
“Roosevelt Pays Hin-
ton Short Visit.”

One section was just 
articles of local in-
terest, such as “Tele-
phone Makes Debut 
Here In 1887 Between 
Offices In Court 
House.” “200,000 
Feet of Pipe Required 
To Serve Gas Con-
struction Here”. The 
great many local ads 
and photographs are 
simply fascinating. 
There are 25 front 
pages included in this 
series. And for a local 
history enthusiast like 
me, it is an absolute 
treasure to have in my 
collection.

William Jones
Hinton News

Photo provided by William Jones



Skate Central Beckley 
Promises Inclusive Fun and 

Community Focus
BECKLEY W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — 
August 2026 is the 
opening month for 
Skate Central Beck-
ley; they are final-
izing the exact loca-
tion now. The new 
skating venue that 
organizers say will 
be about more than 
just entertainment; 
it’s about building a 
more inclusive and 
accessible fun in the 
community. General 
Manager Jonathan 
Schmier of TJ En-
tertainment empha-
sizes a mission be-
yond profitability.

“We’re not just 
open for business to 
make money; we’re 
building our com-
munity,” Schmier 
said. The project 
is being developed 
with a strong com-
mitment to ac-
cessibility and in-
clusivity, aiming 
to welcome every 
member of the com-
munity.

Skate Central 
Beckley declares a 
100% commitment 
with features de-
signed to accom-
modate guests of all 
ages and abilities. 
A key component is 
removing barriers, 
ensuring that every 
child and adult with 
any type of disabil-
ity can enjoy a day 
of skating. Also, 
to support guests 
with sensory sen-
sitivities, the ven-
ue will offer senso-
ry-friendly sessions 
featuring dim light-

ing and lower mu-
sic volumes. In ad-
dition, no flashing 
lights will be used 
during standard op-
erations to promote 
safety for individu-
als with seizure dis-
orders. The facility 
will also operate as 
a dry venue, with no 
alcohol served on-
site.

In a bid to make 
skating accessible 
to all income levels, 
Skate Central Beck-
ley will offer afford-
able pricing and a 
variety of member-
ship options. Pro-
spective guests can 
anticipate monthly 
memberships, fam-
ily four-packs, and 
bundled discounts 
to encourage reg-
ular participation. 
The venue plans to 
host a range of pro-
grams, including 
homeschool days 
and Christian skate 

days, along with a 
Br ing-Your-Own-
Skates option for 
those who already 
own gear. Skate 
Central Beckley will 
also feature retro 
nights and adult-on-
ly evenings, giving 
grown-ups a chance 
to showcase their 
crossover moves! 
Additional attrac-
tions will include 
laser tag and birth-
day party packages, 
expanding the fam-
ily-fun appeal be-
yond skating.

‘The goal is to cre-
ate a space where 
barriers don’t exist,” 
Schmier noted. “We 
want every member 
of the community 
to feel welcome and 
supported, from 
families with young 
children to adults 
seeking a unique so-
cial experience.”

For updates, 
Schmier invites fans 

to follow Skate Cen-
tral Beckley’s offi-
cial Facebook page.

Susan Smith-Linton

Hinton News

Family Refuge Center Hosts Annual Tea Party 
in Celebration of International Women’s Day 

Honoring Women in Leadership
LEWISBURG W.Va. (Hinton 

News) — Family Refuge Center 
(FRC) is proud to announce its 
4th Annual International Wom-
en’s Day Tea Party, a commu-
nity celebration honoring the 
achievements and leadership of 
women throughout the region. 
The event will be held at FRC’s 
main office in Lewisburg on Fri-
day, March 6, at noon.

This annual gathering brings 
community members together 

to celebrate connection, belong-
ing, and empowerment. Guests 
will enjoy a selection of teas and 
light refreshments while partic-
ipating in a warm, welcoming 
event that uplifts the voices and 
accomplishments of women.

International Women’s Day is 
recognized globally as a time to 
celebrate the social, economic, 
cultural, and political contribu-
tions of women. FRC’s Tea Party 
provides a meaningful space for 

attendees to reflect on progress, 
honor local women leaders, and 
reaffirm the community’s com-
mitment to gender equity.

“We are thrilled to host this 
event as part of International 
Women’s Day,” said Stepha-
nie Moore, Executive Director 
of Family Refuge Center. “It’s 
a wonderful opportunity to ac-
knowledge the incredible ac-
complishments of women in 
leadership in our community 

and to reflect on the progress 
they have made.”

FRC welcomes community 
members, local businesses, and 
partner organizations to join in 
this celebration and show their 
support for women who lead, 
inspire, and strengthen our 
community every day.

To RSVP, please email tyran-
dam@familyrefugecenter.org or 
call the main office at 304-645-
6324.
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Jesus, The Way: Introducing Jesus As The Way
(Part 4)

by Mark A. Copeland
https://executableoutlines.com/topical_series/jesus-the-way-guide/jtw_01.html

Last week we were looking at the way out of religious confusing. We ended with the 
Lord adding daily to the church those who were being saved in Acts 2:47.

In His church, we can enjoy the unity of which Paul wrote to the Ephesians...
There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 

calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all. (Ephesians 4:4-6)

But finding His church and enjoying this unity is experienced only as we follow Jesus as 
the way out of religious confusion.

Finally, let me point out that Jesus is...
THE WAY TO ETERNAL LIFE
Death is inevitable (unless Jesus returns first), and as the author of the epistle to the 

Hebrews wrote, it is followed by judgment:
And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, (Hebrews 

9:27)
In this way, death becomes the door, either to eternal life or to eternal condemnation. In 

His description of the Judgment scene, Jesus outlines only two alternatives...
“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal 

life.” (Matthew 25:46)
To die in Jesus is to die in the way to life eternal! As the apostle John wrote in the book 

of Revelation:
Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who 

die in the Lord from now on.’ “ “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their 
labors, and their works follow them.” (Revelation 14:13)

Yet another wonderful blessing in following Jesus as “The Way,” to find that He is the 
way to eternal life!

Conclusion
I hope that I have sparked your interest in wanting to learn more about Jesus as “The 

Way.” As I mentioned at the outset of this study, the other lessons will elaborate upon these 
great blessings provided only through Jesus.

My purpose in this series is two-fold...
• For those who are Christians, to increase their appreciation of Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior, so they will want to serve Him with greater zeal;
• For those who are not Christians, to encourage them to let Jesus be their way to 

everything that is truly good, both in this life and in the life to come!
Questions To Stimulate Your Thinking...
1. What does Jesus expect of those who call Him “Lord”? (Luke 6:46)
2. What does Paul claim about the things that he wrote? (1 Corinthians 14:37)
3. To whom did Jesus promise the necessities of life? (Matthew 6:33)
4. Through what do we have redemption? (Ephesians 1:7)
5. What did Jesus say should be preached in His name to all nations?  

 (Luke 24:47)
6. What did Jesus say one must do to be saved? (Mark 16:16)
7. Can Muslims, Buddhists, or any others reach God without Jesus? (John 14:6)
8. Whom did the Lord add to His church in Jerusalem? (Acts 2:47)
9. How many baptisms does God now recognize? (Ephesians 4:5)
10. Who are blessed when they die? (Revelation 14:13)

Next week we will begin an in-depth study looking at Jesus, the way to a better life.
Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

R & R Gun Shows

GUN SHOW
LEWISBURG, WV
West Virginia State Fairgrounds
at The West Virginia Building

Jan. 31 - Feb. 1 2026
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm

Sunday 9 am -3 pm
$6 Admission At The Gate

Children 12 and under free with paying adult
All firearms will be checked in at the door

 BUY  SELL  TRADE 
I N F O r m a t i o n   o r   R E S E R V A T I O N S :

304-575-6895 • 304-575-6864
www.RandRGunShows.com
wvgunshows@gmail.com

 facebook.com/randrwvgunshows



Fill in the grid so that every row, every col-
umn, and every 3x3 grid contains the digits 
1 through 9. That means that no number is 

repeated in any row, column, or box.

(Today’s Answers 
Next Wednesday)

Answer To Last 
Wednesday’s  
Puzzle →

– Sheffer Crossword –

Beetle Bailey

Daddy Daze 

Blondie 

Dustin 

Marvin

Hi and Lois

Mutts 

Zits 

Sudoku PUZZLE

ENTERTAINMENT & COMICS PAGEENTERTAINMENT & COMICS PAGE

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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GLOAT UNFIT FINITE APIECEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: They used a crane to hoist the statue into 

position, and the experience was — UPLIFTING

Print answer here:
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2026 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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PLANT GRIME INVITE DISCUSYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The carpenters were stuck in traffic instead of — 

DRIVING NAILS

(Today’s Answers Next Wednesday)
Last 

Wednesday’s 
Answers

Last Wednesday’s Answer
(Answers Next Wednesday)

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28, 20264A │ COMICS



Alderson Medical Center  
101 Railroad Avenue,  
Alderson, WV 24910  

• (304) 445-3140
Summers County Health Center  

37 Bobcat Drive, Hinton, WV 
25951 • (304) 660-1155

Rainelle Medical Center Family 
Medicine And Pediatrics  
176 Medical Center Drive, 

 Rainelle, WV 25962  
• (304) 438-6188  

& Rainelle Medical Center 
Pharmacy (304) 438-6186  
& Rainelle Dental Center  

(304) 438-1922
Lewisburg Pediatrics  

And Family Health Center  
2140 North Jefferson St., Suite 

200, Lewisburg, WV 24901  
• (304) 660-1155

 

Maxwelton Health Center  
& Pharmacy  

390 Industrial Park Road, 
Maxwelton, WV 24957  

• (681) 318-3610 
& Maxwelton Dental Center  

(681) 318-3611
Midland Trail Health Center  

26709 Midland Trail, Hico, WV 
25854 • (304) 969-8080

Lewisburg Health Center  
296 Fair Street, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 647-4747

Meadow Bridge Clinic  
1502 Meadow Bridge Road, 
Meadow Bridge, WV 25976  

• (304) 484-7755
White Sulphur Springs  

Health Center  
128 Community Lane,  

White Sulphur Springs, WV 24996  
• (304) 956-2577

Eastern Greenbrier Health Center  
595 Spartan Lane, Lewisburg, WV 

24901 • (304) 645-1052
Rupert Health Care Center  

458 Greenbrier St., Rupert, WV 
25984 • (304) 632-6602
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WorkForce West Virginia announces February 
4 Statewide Virtual Job Fair

C H A R L E S T O N , 
W.Va. (Hinton 
News) — WorkForce 
West Virginia to-
day announced the 
next date in a series 
of Statewide Virtu-
al Job Fairs. Both 
employers and job 
seekers are invit-
ed to participate in 
the virtual event on 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, 
from 1 to 3:30 p.m.

“We invite you to 

unlock your poten-
tial at WorkForce 
West Virginia’s 
Statewide Virtu-
al Job Fairs,” said 
Scott Adkins, Act-
ing Commissioner 
of WorkForce West 
Virginia. “Employ-
ers and job seekers 
are encouraged to 
seize this opportu-
nity to connect and 
grow together. Since 
these Statewide Vir-

tual Job Fairs began 
three years ago, the 
Virtual Job Fair has 
had 33,704 regis-
tered job seekers, 
4,828 registered 
employers and 
17,999 available job 
openings.

In January 2026, 
the Virtual Job Fair 
had 1,077 registered 
job seekers, 106 reg-
istered employers, 
and 614 available 

job openings.”
Registration is 

required for both 
interested employ-
ers and job seekers. 
Register as a job 
seeker for the Feb-
ruary 4 Statewide 
Virtual Job Fair.

When attending 
the event, job seek-
ers are encouraged 
to dress profession-
ally and have a calm, 
clutter-free back-

ground. The Virtual 
Statewide Job Fair 
portal features a 
Job Seeker Training 
video, a list of par-
ticipating employ-
ers and channels for 
attendees to register 
and log in.

After registering 
for the first time, 
new employers will 
create a “Virtual 
Booth” to connect 
with job seekers. Af-

ter completion, this 
booth will be avail-
able during subse-
quent job fairs. Reg-
ister as an employer 
for the February 4 
event. 

For more informa-
tion about Work-
Force West Virginia 
and the Statewide 
Virtual Job Fairs, 
visit workforcewv.
org or contact wfwv-
vjf@wv.gov.

WVDNR stocks 16 waters during week of Jan. 12
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — The 
West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) today an-
nounced that the follow-
ing lakes and streams 
were stocked with trout 
during the week of Jan. 
12:

Cranberry River
Greenbrier River (Mar-

linton)
Kings Creek
Little River West Fork 

Greenbrier River
Miletree Lake
Mountwood Park Lake
North Bend Tailwaters
North Fork South 

Branch (Catch and Re-
lease)

Pennsboro Reservoir
South Fork Cranberry 

River
Summit Lake
Tomlinson Run
Tomlinson Run Lake
Tracy Lake
West Fork Greenbrier 

River
Williams River
While daily trout stock-

ings are not announced 
in advance, the WVDNR 
publishes a list of re-

cently stocked waters at 
WVdnr.gov/fish-stock-
ing. In the event of in-
clement weather, hatch-
ery staff will make up 
missed stockings before 
the end of the month 
(weather permitting) by 
making additional stock-
ing runs or adding extra 
fish to upcoming stock-
ings. For more informa-

tion about trout stock-
ing locations, anglers 
should check pages 6-7 
in the Fishing Regula-
tions Summary, available 
to download at WVdnr.
gov/fishing-regulations. 
 
All anglers 15 years and 
older are required to 

have a West Virginia 
fishing license and a val-
id form of identification 
while fishing in the state 
of West Virginia. Trout 
stamps are required for 
those fishing for trout. 
Licenses and stamps may 
be purchased online at 
WVfish.com.

Severe blood shortage: Red 
Cross blood supply drops 35%
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — The 
American Red Cross is 
facing a severe blood 
shortage as requests 
from hospitals exceed the 
available supply of blood, 
leading to about a 35% 
drawdown of blood prod-
ucts in the past month. 
Individuals are urged to 
give now so patients don’t 
face delays in lifesaving 
care. The shortage is es-
pecially serious for types 
O, A negative and B nega-
tive blood. 

High flu activity in 
nearly every state may be 
sidelining donors, slow-
ing efforts to rebuild the 
Red Cross national blood 
supply. At the same time, 
hospitals already feeling 
the strain of the worst 
flu season in nearly 20 
years are now also forced 
to triage critical blood 
products. Without imme-
diate action, patients who 
count on transfusions — 
including trauma victims, 
mothers in childbirth and 
people with sickle cell 
disease or cancer — face 
serious risk.

There’s no time to wait 
— book an appointment 
to give blood now by us-
ing the Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).

As a thank-you to do-
nors for helping tackle 

the blood shortage, those 
who come to give through 
Jan. 25, 2026, will be au-
tomatically entered for a 
chance to win a trip for 
two to Super Bowl LX in 
the San Francisco Bay 
Area. The winner and 
guest will receive two 
tickets to Super Bowl LX, 
access to day-of, in-sta-
dium pregame activities, 
tickets to the official Su-
per Bowl Experience, 
round-trip airfare, three-
night hotel accommoda-
tions (Feb. 6-9, 2026), 
plus a $1,000 gift card for 
expenses. See RedCross-
Blood.org/SuperBowl for 
details.

All who come to give 
Jan. 26-Feb. 28, 2026, 
will receive a $20 e-gift 
card to a merchant of 
choice. See RedCross-
Blood.org/Heart for de-
tails.

Weather disrupts vital 
donations

About 400 blood drives 
were impacted due to ex-
treme winter weather last 
month alone — more than 
three times the number 
of blood drives impacted 
during the same time the 
previous year. As a result, 
thousands of blood do-
nations have gone uncol-
lected. With intense win-
ter weather and freezing 
temperatures expected 
across much of the coun-
try in the coming weeks, 
more blood drives could 

potentially be delayed or 
canceled at a time when 
every unit of blood could 
be the difference for doc-
tors facing difficult choic-
es about which patients 
receive blood transfu-
sions and who will need 
to wait.

“Winter always puts 
pressure on the blood 
supply, and this year 
widespread flu and rough 
weather are making it 
even tougher,” said Paul 
Sullivan, senior vice pres-
ident of Red Cross do-
nor services. “If you’re 
able, now’s a great time 
to make and keep blood 
donation appointments, 
during National Blood 
Donor Month. Every do-
nation can be a lifeline for 
a patient who isn’t able to 
hold off on critical care.”

About the American 
Red Cross:

The American Red 
Cross shelters, feeds and 
provides comfort to vic-
tims of disasters; supplies 
about 40% of the nation’s 
blood; teaches skills that 
save lives; distributes 
international humani-
tarian aid; and supports 
veterans, military mem-
bers and their families. 
The Red Cross is a non-
profit organization that 
depends on volunteers 
and the generosity of the 
American public to deliv-
er its mission. For more 
information, please visit 

redcross.org or CruzRo-
jaAmericana.org, or fol-
low us on social media.
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Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA 
Applications Being Accepted!
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Dear Recycle Lady,
I know #1 clamshell 

containers are not re-
cyclable here, but what 
about the clear, solid 
(no holes or perfora-
tions) tops to take out 
and other food contain-
ers that are #1? And 
what about the large, 
deep, clear #1 contain-
ers that fresh spinach 
comes in? Does the 
recycling center only 
want bottles? Recycler

Dear Recycler,
Plastic food 

containers, regardless 
of the recycling symbol, 
are not recyclable. 
These containers are 
made of a low-melt #1 
PET, so they are not as 
durable as bottle-grade 
#1 PET. Plus, most of 
these containers are 
mixed with additives to 
make them moisture-
resistant. Additionally, 
plastic food containers 
often contain food 
residue and are thus 
contaminated, which 
is the number one 
reason that plastic 
food containers are 
not recyclable. Greasy 
takeout containers 
and containers with 
glossy stickers or ink-
printed designs are also 
contaminants, a serious 
problem for recyclers. 
One unrinsed plastic 
container that has food 
residue left in it can 
contaminate an entire 
load of recyclables. 
According to https://
blistera.com/why-are-
clamshell-containers-
n o t - r e c y c l a b l e / , 
regulatory pressure 
is mounting, and 
states like California 
are now requiring 
that all packaging, 
including clamshells, 
be recyclable or 
compostable by 2032. 
You are correct in 
saying that bottles 
and jugs are the only 
plastics that the Recycle 
Center accepts, as they 
are made with a higher 
grade of PET plastic.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is the differ-

ence between global 
warming and climate 
change? Curious

Dear Curious,
Global warming and 

climate change are of-
ten used interchange-
ably, but they are not 
the same. In fact, global 
warming is one aspect 
of climate change. Oth-
er aspects of climate 
change, according to 
nasa.gov, are rising 
sea levels, shrinking 

mountain glaciers, ac-
celerating ice in Green-
land, Antarctica and 
the Arctic, and shifts 
in flower/plant bloom-
ing times. Deserts are 
expanding, heat waves 
and wildfires are be-
coming more common, 
as is water scarcity, 
disease and economic 
loss. All of these fac-
tors are consequences 
of global warming. The 
Earth Science Division 
of NASA operates more 
than 20 satellites in 
orbit, looking for new 
ways to observe chang-
es in oceans, land cov-
er, ice, atmosphere, and 
life, and to study poten-
tial solutions.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Several packages 

that we have received 
in the mail lately have 
been in envelopes lined 
with thin plastic bubble 
wrap inside. Can these 
envelopes be recycled? 
Questioning Recycler

Dear Questioning Re-
cycler,

Unfortunately, the 
envelopes with bub-
ble wrap are difficult 
to recycle because the 
bubble wrap is glued 
inside the envelope and 
is very difficult to sepa-
rate. Thus, these enve-
lopes that are both pa-
per and plastic are not 
recyclable, unless they 
have a recycle symbol 
on them. However, all 
of these envelopes can 
be reused for future 
mailings. It’s good to 
know you are consid-
ering different kinds 
of items for recycling. 
Thanks for asking.

Interesting Informa-
tion: Scientists have 
confirmed that by 
feeding and pooping, 
whales are heroes of 

the ocean. Since whale 
poop is rich in nutri-
ents like iron, it helps 
phytoplankton grow. 
These tiny ocean plants 
of phytoplankton ab-
sorb large amounts of 
carbon dioxide during 
photosynthesis, help-
ing reduce the carbon 
dioxide (CO2) that goes 
into the atmosphere. 
Phytoplankton is the 
basis of the food chain 
for all ocean life. The ti-
niest creatures like krill 
depend on it for their 
food, and they in turn 
are the food source for 
larger organisms such 
as fish, penguins and 
other sea birds, on and 
on up the food chain!

Have questions 
about recycling or 
interesting information 
about recycling? Send 
questions or requests to 
Recyclelady7@gmail.
com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly 
by the Greenbrier 
Recycling Center and 
Greenworks Recycling.

Dear Recycle Lady

CHARLESTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) —Medi-
care scams topped the 
list of fraud complaints 
reported to the West Vir-
ginia Attorney General’s 
Consumer Protection Di-
vision in 2025, according 
to the office’s year-end 
review.

From January 1, 2025, 
through December 31, 
2025, the top 10 fraud 
complaints reported to 
the Consumer Division 
were: 

Medicare,
Robo Calls,
Social Security/Govern-

ment,
Loans,
Sweepstakes/Lottery/

Prize,
Debt Collection,
Service Disconnection/

Promotion,
Computer/Phishing/

Social Media,
Tax Relief/Forgiveness,
Home Warranty/Home 

Protection.
The division saw a nota-

ble uptick in debt collec-
tion, tax relief, and home 
warranty scams in De-
cember as fraudsters tar-
geted consumers during 
the holiday season.

Top 
Scams 
in 2025
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Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

681-293-1173
tia@wvdn.com

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING 

LIST
One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. 
All Utilities Included. 

On site laundry 
facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

STATE OF
WEST VIRGINIA 

EXECUTIVE  
DEPARTMENT 
At Charleston 

A PROCLAMATION 
By the Governor

WHEREAS, the passing 
of Justice Tim Armstead, 
has caused a vacancy in the 
office of Justice of the Su-
preme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, article VIII, 
section 7 of the Constitu-
tion of West Virginia pro-
vides that if from any cause 
a vacancy shall occur in the 
office of a justice of the Su-
preme Court of Appeals, the 
Governor shall issue a direc-
tive of election to fill such 
vacancy in the manner pre-
scribed by law for electing a 
justice of the court in which 
the vacancy exists, and the 
justice shall be elected for 
the unexpired term; and 

WHEREAS, section 3, 
article 10, section 3 of the 
West Virginia Code provides 
that where an unexpired 
te1m of office for a justice 
of the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals is for a period longer 
than two years, the vacancy 
shall be filled by a successor 
who has timely filed a certif-
icate of candidacy, and has 
been elected in a non-parti-
san election and qualified to 
fill the unexpired term; and 

WHEREAS, at the time 
of Justice Tim Armstead’s 
retirement, more than two 
years remained unexpired 
in the term of office for the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of 
West Virginia. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 
I, PATRICK MORRISEY, 
Governor of the State of 
West Virginia, under the 
authority vested in me by 
the Constitution of West 
Virginia and the laws of this 
State, do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the unex-
pired term of office for Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals of West Virginia 
shall be filled by the voters 
of West Virginia at the pri-
mary election to be held on 
May 12, 2026. 

IN WITNESS WHERE-
OF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the State of West Vir-
ginia to be affixed.  

DONE at the Capitol in 
the City of Charleston, State 
of West Virginia, this Ninth 
Day of January, in the Year 
of our Lord, Two Thousand 
Twenty-Six, and in the One 
Hundred Sixty-Third Year 
of the State. 

SEAL
By the Governor

/s/ Patrick Morrisey
GOVERNOR

/s/ Kris Warner
SECRETARY OF STATE 

STATE OF  
WEST VIRGINIA

EXECUTIVE  
DEPARTMENT
At Charleston

A PROCLAMATION
By the Governor

WHEREAS, the retire-
ment of Justice Elizabeth D. 
Walker, has caused a vacan-
cy in the office of justice of 
the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, article VIII, 
section 7 of the Constitu-
tion of West Virginia pro-
vides that if from any cause 
a vacancy shall occur in the 
office of a justice of the Su-
preme Court of Appeals, the 

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO  
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division of 
Highways through the Bid 
Express Bidding Service 
(www.bidx.com) and by 
sealed proposals (only when 
prequalification is waived) 
being received at its office in 
Building 5, Room 843, 1900 
Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virginia 
until February 10, 2026 at 
10:00 AM (Eastern Stan-
dard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened 
and read publicly thereafter 
for the constructions of the 
following project(s):
Call: 018
Contract: 2021000733
State Project: 
S389-STR/IP-26 00 
Federal Project: 
HSIP-2026(160)D
Description: 
PAVEMENT MARKINGS 
ROADWAY STRIPING DIS-
TRICT WIDE
COUNTY: FAYETTE, 
GREENBRIER, MONROE, 
NICHOLAS, SUMMERS

Proposals will be re-

LEGAL NOTICE Governor shall issue a direc-
tive of election to fill such 
vacancy in the manner pre-
scribed by law for electing a 
justice of the court in which 
the vacancy exists, and the 
justice shall be elected for 
the unexpired term; and

WHEREAS, section 3, 
article 10, section 3 of the 
West Virginia Code provides 
that where an unexpired 
term of office for a justice of 
the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals is for a period longer 
than two years, the vacancy 
shall be filled by a successor 
who has timely filed a certif-
icate of candidacy, and has 
been elected in a non-parti-
san election and qualified to 
fill the unexpired term; and

WHEREAS, at the time 
of Justice Elizabeth D. 
Walker’s retirement, more 
than two years remained 
unexpired in the term of of-
fice for the Supreme Court 
of Appeals of West Virginia.

NOW, THEREFORE, 
I, PATRICK MORRISEY, 
Governor of the State of 
West Virginia, under the 
authority vested in me by 
the Constitution of West 
Virginia and the laws of this 
State, do hereby proclaim 
and declare that the unex-
pired term of office for Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court 
of Appeals of West Virginia 
shall be filled by the voters 
of West Virginia at the pri-
mary election to be held on 
May 12, 2026.

IN WITNESS WHERE-
OF, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the State of West Vir-
ginia to be affixed.

DONE at the Capitol in 
the City of Charleston, State 
of West Virginia, this Ninth 
Day of January, in the Year 
of our Lord, Two Thousand 
Twenty-Six, and in the One 
Hundred Sixty-Third Year 
of the State.

SEAL
By the Governor

/s/ Patrick Morrisey
GOVERNOR

/s/ Kris Warner
SECRETARY OF STATE

(28ja4fe)

ceived from prequalified 
and West Virginia licensed 
contractors only except that 
on Federal-Aid Projects a 
contractors’ license is not 
required at time of bid, but 
will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is 
required with the Depart-
ment of Administration, 
Division of Purchasing, in 
accordance with Chapter 
5A, Article 3, Section 12 of 
the West Virginia Code. All 
contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit 
electronically with their bid 
a Proposal Guaranty Bond 
for $500.00 or 5% of the to-
tal bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
reserves the right to defer, 
delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for any 
project designated in this 
advertisement, without the 
necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The defer-
ment, delay, postponement, 
and the date that proposals 
will be received and publicly 
opened will be available on 
www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transportation 
Division of Highways here-
by notifies all bidders that it 
will affirmatively ensure that 
in any contract entered into 
pursuant to this advertise-
ment, minority business en-
terprises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit bids 
in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminat-
ed against on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, sex or 
national origin in consider-
ation for an award. 
(28ja4fe)



Greenbrier Valley Sportsman Alliance Surpasses 
$100,000 in Donations to Local Youth

G R E E N B R I E R 
VALLEY W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - 
What began in Au-
gust 2023 with eight 
people and a desire 
to educate young-
sters about the out-
doors has grown 
into an organization 
with 73 members 
and donations that 
have now exceeded 
$100,000 for local 
youth.

The Greenbrier 
Valley Sportsman 
Alliance (GVSA), 
whose mission is, 
in part, to foster a 
spirit of camara-
derie among mem-
bers of the com-
munity through a 
common interest in 
hunting, shooting, 
fishing and overall 
outdoors, recently 
awarded $19,000 in 
grant money to var-
ious Archery in the 
Schools Programs 
and the JROTC Air 
Rifle Team. Through 
their support of lo-
cal groups in Green-
brier, Pocahontas, 
Monroe and Sum-
mers counties, the 
organization has 
grown into one that 
will forever be in-
stilled in the hearts 
and minds of young 
outdoorsmen (and 
women) as they 
grow.

“It’s a great privi-
lege to work with the 
young people,” says 
Ralph Taylor, Pres-
ident of Greenbrier 
Valley Sportsman 

Alliance. “The whole 
reason behind the 
club is to get these 
kids outdoors and 
away from the video 
games and phones. 
So far, it’s worked 
very well and we’ve 
had a lot of support. 
All of the money 
raised stays right 
here in the Greenbri-
er Valley and is spent 
here on the kids,” he 
adds. That’s the joy 
of it all.”

In addition to var-
ious youth events 
throughout the year, 
the GVSA also sup-
ports the Hattie Rae 
Callison Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, 
through which they 
have donated over 
$6,000 to local area 
schools, including 
Greenbrier East and 
Greenbrier West. “I 
am honored to be 
part of Greenbrier 
Valley Sportsman 
Alliance, an organi-
zation that is com-
mitted to encour-
aging our youth to 
enjoy the outdoors,” 
says Ronnie Sned-
egar, member-at-
large.

In order to con-
tinue, this organiza-
tion relies not only 
on member sup-
port, community in-
volvement and local 
youth’s interest in 
the outdoors, but 
also on the effort on 
the part of the grant/
donation recipients. 
When money is do-
nated to a specific 
program, the recip-
ients are expected 

to help raise part 
of their financial 
goal themselves to 
demonstrate their 
effort. For exam-
ple, if $3,000 is re-
quested, the recipi-
ent might be asked 
to raise $1,000 
themselves and will 
then be gifted the 
remaining $2,000. 
In addition, grant/
donation recipients 
must support the 
GVSA by donating 
their time in helping 
with youth day, oth-
er events or at the 
banquet.

The Greenbrier 
Valley Sportsman 
Alliance will host 
their 3rd annual 
banquet on Satur-
day, March 7, in the 
WV Building at the 
West Virginia State 
Fairgrounds. With 
800 tickets initially 
available, the event 
is nearing, or has 
possibly already 
reached, sellout. 
However, there are 
still opportunities 
for those who wish 
to contribute. The 
organization is cur-
rently seeking un-
derwriters for sev-
eral items, including 
2 Earl Jackson wine 
barrel tables. These 
locally handcrafted 
items will be part of 
a silent auction at 
the banquet, with all 
proceeds benefiting 
local youth. Other 
items will be auc-
tioned live.

“We have no paid 
positions,” Ronnie 
Snedegar said. “In 

fact, every member 
pays $50 a year to 
be part of GVSA. We 
buy our own shirts 
and hats to work the 
banquet,” he adds. 
“Zero dollars go any-
where except to help 
our kids.”

All funds raised at 
the Greenbrier Val-
ley Sportsman Alli-
ance annual banquet 
will benefit local 
youth and future 
GVSA events. If you 
are interested in un-
derwriting an item 
for the banquet or 
would like to make 
a monetary dona-
tion, you can reach 
out to any member 
through social me-

dia by searching 
‘Greenbrier Valley 
Sportsman Alliance’ 
on Facebook. If you 
are interested in 
joining the GVSA as 
a member, there is 
a $50 membership 

fee. Following the 
completion of a suc-
cessful background 
check, new members 
will be voted in and 
will then be able to 
work with the orga-
nization.

Cynthia Mattison
Hinton News
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Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

Tuesday-Saturday 9am-till close
212 Temple Street • Hinton, WV 25951

Bring in a receipt for a 10% discount
SHOP LOCAL - HINTON

New Stylist on our team: Chanah Ratliff
Now offering manicure and pedicures

304-309-5501

Owners: Chadd Vinson & Harry Peck

Winter Season 10% Discount on All Services!

Featured Dog of the Week: Abby

HINTON, W.Va. (Hinton 
News) — The Summers Coun-

ty Humane Society is searching 
for a permanent home for Abby, 

a 1.5-year-old dog described by 
shelter staff as a “sweetheart 
with both beauty and a heart of 
gold.”

Abby, who weighs 50 pounds, 
is described as a versatile medi-
um-sized companion suitable for 
both active outdoor adventures 
and quiet indoor relaxation.

According to Summers Coun-
ty Humane/ACWP staff, Abby 
has a gentle temperament that 
makes her an ideal candidate for 
many types of households. Her 
profile highlights several key so-
cial traits:

Compatibility: She is noted to 

be great with cats and good with 
children.

Socialization: She is friendly 
with other dogs, provided they 
are kind to her.

Personality: Staff describe her 
as sweet, gentle, and loyal.

The shelter emphasized that 
Abby is looking for a family that 
will provide her with the “love 
and respect” she deserves.

Potential adopters interested 
in meeting Abby or beginning 
the adoption process can find 
the official application on the 
organization’s website at acwp-
wv.org.


