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the brutal cold of winter 
has proven to be chal-
lenging. “I’m most proud 
of the relationship that’s 
been maturing between 
the county and the

ACWP, the past couple 
of years since our emer-
gency appeal to the coun-
ty for space and support,” 
according to outgoing 
ACWP President Cheryl 
Miller, who has led the 
humane society team for 
well over a decade. “That 
commitment from the 
county commissioners 
was both immediate and 
vital. A farm owned by 
a humane society board 
member and volunteer 
was no longer available 
and out of the way for 
most of our volunteers, 
and our need was criti-
cal. We needed a place 
to keep dogs safe, and 
the county immediately 
responded. The invest-
ment in this new facility 
is state-of-the-art. The 
dogs in the county’s care, 
with the assistance of our 
volunteers, ensure the 
dogs are safe, comfort-
able, well cared for, and 
ready to be adopted. This 
new facility is honestly a 
dream come true.”

Up until now, ACWP 
has operated solely as 
a foster home-based 
all-volunteer effort. “In 
cooperation with the 
county, the organization 
donates at least 20 vol-
unteer hours each week, 
maintaining and clean-
ing the facility,” Miller 
continues. Countless 
volunteer hours are ad-
ditionally provided each 
week, transporting and 
socializing dogs and in 
foster homes. We now 
have a cooperative and 
excellent working rela-
tionship with an ACO, 
the county, the sher-
iff’s department, and 
local officials, and are 
very grateful to an over-
whelmingly supportive 
community, all of which 
would not make what we 
are doing possible.”

Summers County ACO 
Jacob Perez says having 
the facility now opera-
tional is a huge step for 
the county as a whole. 
We’ve already gotten 
500 dogs through, more 
efficiently, providing ev-
erything they need in our 
care and onto new forev-
er homes through local 
adoptions and rescue 
organizations elsewhere. 
In the past 2 years, since 
the Sheriff’s Department 

has been involved and 
working with the Hu-
mane Society, these 500 
dogs have been rescued, 
adopted, or rehomed. It’s 
fantastic we have been 
able to save that many. If 
not for our coordinated 
efforts, who knows what 
would’ve happened to 
these dogs.”

A published “wish-
list” has brought in over 
$3,000.00 worth of 
items needed to open the 
doors of the kennels, the 
past couple of months, 
according to SCHS/
ACWP’s new President. 
Cochran says, “dog food, 
trash bags, laundry de-
tergent, bowls, leashes, 
collars, sunshades for 
the play yard, dish soap, 
poop scoopers, squee-
gees, paper towels, treats, 
kongs, and much more 
have been donated”. As 
capacity expanded from 
the temporary kennels 
to the new facility, now 
providing 7 indoor/out-
door runs with heat, AC, 
and a doggy door to go 
in and outdoors, the on-
going need for support is 
welcome. “We will con-
tinue to need food, spon-
sorships, adoptions, and 
events like profit sharing 
nights to assist in caring 
for the dogs. And, VOL-
UNTEERS,” Cochran 
continues, “volunteers 
needed for fostering, 
walking dogs, cleaning 
kennels, fundraising, 
and adoption events. 
Kroger also offers a com-
munity rewards contri-
bution program as a way 
to help support ACWP 
that doesn’t cost grocery 
shoppers anything. (In-
formation about regis-
tering can be found on 
the Summers County 
Humane Society’s Face-
book page or by contact-
ing Krogers). A percent-
age of every grocery store 
purchase is donated to 
the organization. Food 
drives are always wel-
come.” The Hinton Area 
Foundation also has a 
fund set up to benefit the 
non-profit, ACWP.”

Summers County 
Commissioner Ted Kula 
appeared in a radio in-
terview broadcast on 
Mountainplex Media. 
“We are really excited 
about this new facility. 
It’s a kennel, not a shel-
ter, a place where we can 
temporarily house dogs, 
where we can work with 
the ACWP to rehome 
these dogs. This kennel 

is a wonderful partner-
ship to serve the needs of 
the dogs in county care. 
The fact that this is not a 
publicly accessible facili-
ty on a day-to-day basis, 
we always need dog-re-
lated supplies, toys, food, 
and volunteer hours. WE 
are very appreciative to 
all the donors who have 
come together to fund 
this facility: Summers 
County’s representative 
WV Senator Jack Da-
vid Woodrum, Senator 
Vince Deeds, Represen-
tative Roy Cooper, the 
City of Hinton, and mul-
tiple private donations, 
as well as the county 
commission, and we 
want to thank all of those 
donors” for helping fund 
the new facility. (Com-
munity Matters public 
affairs program is airing 
on Mountainplex Media 
radio stations Sunday, 
August 10 and August 17 
at 8:30 a.m. on Classic 
Hits 98.3 FM, WMTD 
1380 AM and ESPN Ra-
dio 102.3 FM The Tick-
et).

The Summers County 
Commission also threw 
its support, along with 
the City of Hinton, local 
state legislative represen-
tatives, and the Humane 
Society, as advocates for 
the now permanent on-

going WVSNP spay and 
neuter assistance fund-
ing through the West 
Virginia Legislature and 
administered by the Ag-
riculture Department. 
Spay and neutering is 
seen as the best line of 
defense. Theresa Bruner 
with the WV Federation 
of Humane Organiza-
tions led the advocacy 
for WVSNP, maintain-
ing, “sustainability is our 
goal. We may not solve 
pet overpopulation, but 
we can manage it IF we 
continue to support a 
sustainable spay-neuter 
program. Lowering pet 
overpopulation reduc-
es incidents of cruelty, 
neglect, human/animal 
conflicts, and communi-
ty health hazards.”

Animal control and 
overpopulation issues 
are dire around the coun-
try, and Summers Coun-
ty is no exception. The 
new Summers County 
kennels are full, though 
occupancy is temporary. 
Some dogs are harder 
to place in new forever 
homes, due to their size 
or even their breed. De-
mand for space outpac-
es space available. Yet, 
need exceeds capacity, 
and the Director of Sum-
mers County 911, Loyd 
Lowry, says the non-

911 number rings daily, 
“generally receive one 
to two calls a day” Low-
ry says 304-466-3333 is 
the appropriate number 
to call when there’s an 
animal control issue and 
calls are directed to law 
enforcement or the ACO. 
When asked for a mes-
sage he would send to the 
public: “Spay and neuter 
your pets.” This message 
is echoed repeatedly by 
all humane organiza-
tions nationwide and by 
the Summers Humane 
Organization. Funding 
assistance is limited.

Among the upcom-
ing fundraisers is the 
Humane Society’s Golf 
Tournament at Willow-
Wood Country Club, 
Sunday, August 24. To 
register, call 304-466-
3220 prior to August 22. 
Sponsorships are still 
welcome. The Paws for 
a Cause: Golf for Rescue 
Sponsorship form can be 
found on the Summers 
County Humane Society 
Facebook page. Sponsor-
ships and donations can 
be sent via acwp@acwp-
wv.or or contact via mes-
senger on Facebook.
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PENCE SPRINGS 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 

- I believe I have 
mentioned this is-
sue before; if you are 
familiar with Pence 

Springs, especially 
the low spot leading 
to the bridge that was 
always blocked during 
times of “high water,” 
you know what I am 
talking about. Prior to 
this area being raised 
with large culverts in-
stalled to allow high 
water to flow through 
without blocking the 
road, this section of 
road was blocked at 
least two or three 
times a year.

As a child, I can re-
member my father 
taking us over to the 
bridge being blocked 
off numerous times, 
to see the “high wa-
ter.” Then, after the 
flood of 1996, the state 
raised this low section 
by installing large cul-
verts, like I said. Ap-
parently, this wasn’t 
the first time this area 
of the road was raised 
to prevent the road 
from being closed due 
to flooding.

I recently found 
this newspaper arti-
cle from the Beckley 
Post-Herald in 1948 
titled “Drainage Ditch 
To Be Opened By 
Blast.” They created 
a drainage ditch from 
one side of the road 
to the other and back 
to the river, so during 
times of high water, 
as the article states, 
“raise a low section 
of the road leading to 
the bridge, to reduce 
hazards of high wa-
ter; which frequently 
blocks traffic on the 
road.”

Apparently, 1996 
wasn’t the first time 
this section of road 
had been raised. This 
article was published 
in 1948, which wasn’t 
raised high enough. 
The photo you see 
here is of the flood 
on February 22, 1953. 
My grandfather Ber-
nard Thompson and 
a few of his friends 

made their way across 
the mountain from 
Talcott to see first-
hand the car that had 
been swept away and 
washed against the 
phone pole, as you can 
see, which led to their 
curiosity because they 
had been hearing 
about it.

So this issue con-
tinued to happen and 
still does to this day. 
Although much less 
frequently! The flood 
of 1953 was a crest of 
17.43ft in Alderson, 
and as you can see, the 
depth and span of the 
water across the road 
was impassable. The 
most recent highwater 
crest was 15.33ft on 
February 7, 2025. It 
did not cross the road, 
only lapped to the 
gravel beside it. So the 
efforts the state made 
in order to keep this 
section of road pass-
able have been mod-
erately successful.

I have told this story 
before, but it is rele-
vant to this piece. My 
good friend Dale He-
drick went to school 
with my father at 
Pence Springs Ele-
mentary. He lived 
on the opposite side 
of the river from the 
school. He and other 
students would walk 
to school, passing 
through this low sec-
tion of road.

The school policy 
was, in that day, that 
the students who lived 
on the other side of 
the river had to re-
main at school during 
high water events un-
til the water crossed 
the roadway. So Dale 
and other students 
would sneak off at 
lunch time and scrape 
their feet across the 
road with all they had 
to make the water 
cross the road so they 
could go home for the 
day. HaHa

William Jones

Hinton News

Flood photos provided by  
William Jones

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Pence 
Springs Floods and Drainage



(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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CURVE FLUID UNSURE FIGUREYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The dogs were finally finished with their fight and 

were back to being — FRIENDS “FUR-EVER”

Answer
here: !”“

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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OUNCE COVET WIGGLE ORNERYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The friendly hiker who didn’t like to be indoors 

was — VERY OUTGOING

Ans.
here:
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
OF VALUABLE
REAL ESTATE

The undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee, by virtue 
of the authority vested in 
it by that certain Deed of 
Trust dated February 26, 
2020, and duly recorded 
in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commis-
sion of Summers County, 
West Virginia, in Deed of 
Trust Book 297, at Page 
651, Treston L. Treadway 
did convey unto Andrew C. 
Skinner, Trustee, certain 
real property described in 
said Deed of Trust; and the 
beneficiary has elected to 
appoint Pill & Pill, PLLC 
as Substitute Trustee by 
a Substitution of Trustee 
recorded in the aforesaid 
Clerk’s Office; and default 
having been made under 
the aforementioned Deed 
of Trust, and the under-
signed Substitute Trustee 
having been instructed by 
the secured party to fore-
close thereunder, will offer 
for sale at public auction at 
the front door of the Sum-
mers County Courthouse, 
in Hinton, West Virginia, 
on 

August 14, 2025, 
at 9:46 AM

The following described 
real estate, with its im-
provements, easements 
and appurtenances there-
unto belonging, situate in 
the Green Sulphur District, 
Summers County, West 
Virginia, and more partic-
ularly described as follows:

All of the following de-
scribed real estate, togeth-
er with the buildings and 
improvements located 
thereon, and the rights-
of-way, easements and 
appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, situate, lying 
and being in Green Sul-
phur District, County of 
Summers, State of West 
Virginia, and being more 
particularly bounded and 
described as follows:

Beginning at a point set, 
a 5/8” steel rebar and cap 
being a point on the south-
erly edge of West Virginia 
Route 20 and being a point 
on the easterly edge of a 15’ 
wide right-of-way and be-
ing a corner to Judy Thom-
as; thence with said Thom-
as and said 15’ wide right-
of-way, S. 20° 10’ W. 18.86 
feet to an 8” post; thence 
S. 20° 10’ W. 18.86 feet to 
an 8” post; Thence S. 20° 
10’ W. 31.14 feet; thence S. 
20° 10’ W. 164.12 feet to a 
gate post; thence S. 14° 16’ 
W. 300.13 feet to a fence 
post on the bank of Coon 
Creek; thence S. 19° 24’ W. 
9.59 feet to a point in the 
center of said Coon Creek; 
thence leave said Thomas 
and with said Coon Creek, 
N. 84° 17’ W. 12.92 feet to 
a point in the center of said 
Coon Creek being a cor-
ner to Kathy Gill; thence 
leave said Coon Creek and 
with said Gill, N. 03° 01’ E. 
13.08 feet to a point set, a 
5/8” steel rebar and cap; 
thence N. 03° 24’ E. 274.68 
feet to a point found, a 
5/8” steel rebar being a 
corner to Dale S. Vandall 
Sr.; thence leave said Gill 
and with said Vandall, N. 
03° 27’ E. 77.63 feet to a 
roof bolt; thence N. 03° 27’ 
E. 42.12 feet to a ½” steel 
rebar; thence N. 21° 43’ 
E. 127.30 feet to a culvert 
being a point on the south-
erly edge of said Route 20; 
thence leave said Vandall 
and with said Route 20, S. 
74° 38’ E. 95.96 feet to the 
place of beginning. Said 
tract of land contains 0.77 
acres of land more or less 
as surveyed by Jeffery J. 
Chambers, PS in March of 
2019, as shown on a map 
or plat or surveyed enti-
tled “Lands of June Vance 
Groves & The Walter R. 
Lorenz & Mynda V. Lorenz 
Trust”, recorded herewith 
and incorporated herein 
by reference, and desig-
nated as tract “A” thereon. 
This conveyance is made 
expressly subject to that 
certain 15’ wide right-of-
way running down the 
eastern boundary of the 
above-described tract of 
land, as shown on the 
aforesaid map or plat of 
survey, which is reserved 
for ingress and egress to 
and from tract “B” as also 
shown thereon, and a por-
tion of which such right-of-
way is also used for ingress 
and egress to and from an 

LEGAL NOTICE adjoining tract of land as 
likewise shown thereon.

At the time of the execu-
tion of the Deed of Trust, 
this property was reported 
to have a mailing address 
of 17631 North State Route 
20, Meadow Bridge, WV 
25976.

AND BEING the same 
real estate which was con-
veyed to Treston L. Tread-
way, by Deed dated Jan-
uary 3, 2020, from June 
Vance Groves, Walter 
R. Lorenz and Mynda V. 
Lorenz, and Settlors and 
Co-Trustees of the Walter 
R. Lorenz and Mynda V. 
Lorenz Trust established 
March 4, 1997, and record-
ed in the Office of the Clerk 
of the County Commission 
of Summers County, West 
Virginia, in Deed Book 
268, at Page 697.

The above-described 
property will be sold sub-
ject to any covenants, 
restrictions, easements, 
leases and conditions of 
record, and subject to any 
unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject proper-
ty will be sold in “AS IS” 
condition. The Substitute 
Trustee shall be under no 
duty to cause any existing 
tenant or person occupy-
ing the subject property to 
vacate said property.

TERMS: Ten percent 
(10%) of the purchase 
price as a deposit with the 
balance due and payable 
within 30 days of the day 
of sale.
Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substi-
tute Trustee
/s/ Richard A. Pill, Mem-
ber
P. O. Box 440, 85 Aikens 
Center, Martinsburg, WV 
25404 
Phone (304) 263-4971, 
Fax (304) 267-5840, 
Email: 
foreclosures@pillwvlaw.
com
(23,30jl6ag)

NOTICE OF
PROPOSED 

CONVEYANCE 
OF UNITED 

METHODIST 
CHURCH PROPERTY

(SAND KNOB 
UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH)
Notice is hereby given 

that Board of Trustees of 
the West Virginia Annual 
Conference of the United 
Methodist Church will, on 
or after August 6, 2025 
QUITCLAIM, GRANT and 
CONVEY to Bonnie Tick-
le and Floyd Tickle, all 
of their right, title and in-
terest in and to the follow-
ing described lot or parcel 
of land, lying in Jumping 
Branch District, Summers 
County, West Virginia, and 
bounded and described as 
follows, to-wit:

BEGINNING at a stake 
on a line of Wm. C. Dob-
bins, running East with 
said Dobbins line 4 poles 
thence same direction 
through A. B. Lilly’s land 
4 poles to the Road, thence 
a northerly direction 13 
poles to a gum, thence 
about West 8 ½ poles to 
a Hickory and Dogwood, 
thence 15 poles to begin-
ning containing ¾ of an 
acre be the same more or 
less.

And being the same 
property conveyed from 
Josephus and Cynthia Lil-
ly and Allen R. and Belzo-
nia B. Lilly to Trustees of 
the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South by Deed 
dated December 29, 1897 
and recorded in the Office 
of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Summers 
County, West Virginia in 
Deed Book T, at page 76, 
reference to which is here-
by made.

Said Sand Knob Unit-
ed Methodist Church was 
closed effective November 
21, 2024 by resolution of a 
majority of the District Su-
perintendents of the West 
Virginia Annual Confer-
ence of The United Meth-
odist Church.

Dated July 21, 2025.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE WEST VIRGINIA 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

By: Robert N. File, 
Attorney
130 Main Street
Beckley, West Virginia
(304) 253-3358
(30jl6ag)

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION 

TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & 

LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given 

that the following estates 
have been opened for pro-
bate in the Summers Fidu-
ciary Supervisor’s Office 
at 120 Ballengee Street, 
Suite 100, Hinton, WV 
25951‑0097. Any person 
seeking to impeach or es-
tablish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance 
with the provisions of 
West Virginia Code § 41-
5-11 – 13. Any interested 
person objecting to the 
qualifications of the per-
sonal representative or 
the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court, shall file writ-
ten notice of an objection 
with the County Commis-
sion through the Summers 
County Fiduciary Supervi-
sor’s office within 60 days 
after the date of the first 
publication or within 30 
days of the service of the 
notice, whichever is later. 
If an objection is not filed 
timely, the objection is for-
ever barred. Any person 
interested in filing claims 
against an estate must file 
them in accordance with 
West Virginia Code § 44-2 
or 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estates 
of the following named 
decedents will proceed 
without reference to a fidu-
ciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the 
first publication of this no-
tice a reference is request-
ed by a party of interest 
or an unpaid creditor files 
a claim and good cause is 
shown to support refer-
ence to a fiduciary com-
missioner. 
First Publication Date: 
Wednesday, August 6, 
2025
Claim Deadline: Sun-
day, October 5, 2025
ESTATE OF: TERESA G. 
CLARK
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
ALEXIS MEADOWS
ESTATE OF: SHANNA 
LEE HAYWORTH
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
SUZANNA LYNN CARR
ESTATE OF: MELBA J. 
BUCKLAND
EXECUTRIX: JUANITA 
CAROL WILLS
ESTATE OF: CALVIN 
EUGENE MARTIN
EXECUTRIX: DEBRA 
LYNN MARTIN
ESTATE OF: ROGER 
DALE BENNETT
EXECUTRIX: KATHY E. 
BENNETT
ESTATE OF: FLOYD AN-
DREW GWINN
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
SHEILA GWINN
ESTATE OF: TRACY 
LEIGH DARNALL
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
KELSEY NEWMAN
ESTATE OF: HARRY 
WILSON MEADOWS
EXECUTOR: JOSEPH 
WILSON MEADOWS SR.
ESTATE OF: MATTHEW 
ALLEN KESSLER
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
DAWN R. TROSPER
ESTATE OF: HARRY 
HERMAN HICKS
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
ADAM HICKS
ESTATE OF: RHONDA 
LYNETTE FARLEY
EXECUTOR: ROBERT 
D. FARLEY
ESTATE OF: DEBRA 
MARIE CONNER
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
MICHELLE BOWLING
ESTATE OF: RITA JANE 
PACK
EXECUTOR: STEPHEN 
RONALD PACK
ESTATE OF: RICKY LEE 
WILEY
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
THERESA B. WILEY
ESTATE OF: MARY 
FRANCES MEADOR
EXECUTRIX: VIVIAN E. 
MEADOR
ESTATE OF: ROBERT 
ALLEN WILLS SR.
EXECUTOR: ROBERT 
ALLEN WILLS JR.
ESTATE OF: RUTH 
GAIL CASSEDY
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
VICTOR CASSEDY

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on July 30, 
2025.
Donald R. Basham Jr. 
Fiduciary Supervisor of 
Summers County
(6,13ag)

IN THE FAMILY
COURT OF SUMMERS 
COUNTY, WEST VIR-

GINIA
Civil Action No. 
FC-45-2025-D-33 

IN RE: 
The Marriage of: 
Patrick Lee Hanshew,
Petitioner,
and 
Alicia Dawn Hanshew, 
Respondent 

ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

THE OBJECT OF THIS 
SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A 

DIVORCE. 
THIS IS A PUBLICA-

TION BY CLASS II 
LEGAL ADVERTISE-

MENT. 
To the Above-Named 

Respondent: 
It appearing by affida-

vit filed in this action that 
Alicia Dawn Hanshew is a 
non-resident of the State 
of West Virginia or has 
an unknown address. It is 
hereby ordered that Alicia 
Dawn Hanshew serve upon 
Patrick Lee Hanshew, Pe-
titioner, whose address is 
33 Creekside Lane, Mead-
ow Bridge, WV 25976, an 
Answer, including any re-
lated counterclaim or de-
fense you may have to the 
Petition For Divorce filed 
in this action on or before 
August 25, 2025. If you fail 
to Answer the Petition for 
Divorce, a judgment may 
be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the 
Petition. 

A copy of said Petition 
can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk’s Office. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
said Court July 9, 2025.
/s/ Stacy D. Ford 
Clerk of the Court 
(6,13ag)

Notice To Creditors,
Distributees, and Leg-
atees Proposed / Short 

Form Settlements
To the Creditors and 

Beneficiaries of the within 
named deceased persons: 

I have before me the Fi-
nal settlements and Pro-
posals for the estates of 
the following deceased 
persons, which shall be 
presented to the County 
Commission of Summers 
County, at the Courthouse 
thereof, in the City of Hin-
ton, West Virginia on the 
13th day of August, 2025, 
at or near 10:00 a.m. These 
proposed settlements and 
short form settlements 
have been presented to me 
by the fiduciary of such es-
tates which settlements I 
have approved as indicated 
below: 
Estate: Carla Jane Mon-
roe (Proposed)
Fiduciary: Karen A. Pat-
rick
Estate: Tommy Wayne 
Stennett
Fiduciary: Richard Key
Estate: Margaret L. Bo-
land
Fiduciary: Patrick H. Bo-
land
Estate: Lillian Elizabeth 
Oiler
Fiduciary: Roger Daniels
Estate: Elmo Ray Alder-
man Jr. 
Fiduciary: Tara White
Estate: Zelda Wayne Gib-
son
Fiduciary: Darla Staple-
ton

Any person having any 
interest in the estate of any 
such deceased person, may 
appear before the County 
Commission at the time 
and place hereinabove 
specified and thereupon 
protect his interests as they 
may appear or else may be 
forever thereafter barred 
from asserting such inter-
est.

Given under my hand 
this the 30th  day of July, 
2025. 
Donnie Basham
Fiduciary Supervisor 
(6ag)

Dear Recycle 
Lady

Dear Recycle Lady,
My family eats lots of 

bananas. Is there any 
way to reuse the banana 
peels? Healthy Eater

Dear Healthy Eat-
er,

You are not alone in 
wanting to reuse your 
banana peels.

According to a 2013 
study, about 40 million 
tons of banana peels are 
disposed of or go un-
used each year world-
wide. However, banana 
peels do have a second 
life. For example, ba-
nana peels can be used 
to polish leather by 
rubbing the inside of 
the peel against the out-
er side of the leather, 
then buffing with a soft 
cloth. Peels can also be 
used to fertilize your 
plants. For directions 
to make Banana Wa-
ter, see marthastewart.
com/banana-water-for-
plants-8687092.

A 2011 article in Ap-
plied Biochemistry and 
Biotechnology found 
that banana peels con-
tain many healthy an-
tioxidants like carot-
enoids, potassium, and 
fiber, so some people 
use the banana peels 
to enrich dishes and 
drinks. To help re-
move a splinter, place 
a banana peel on the 
splinter for 15 minutes 
to help draw it to the 
surface. Your compost 
pile will also benefit 
from banana peels as 
they are green materi-
al, biodegradable and 
contribute to rich, nu-
trient-dense soil. Just 
cut the peels into small 
sizes to help them de-
compose quickly.

See healthline.com 
for many more uses of 
banana peels.

Dear Recycle Lady,
When cleaning out 

my garage, I found sev-
eral rusty steel cans. 
Are they still recycla-
ble? Cleaner Garage

Dear Cleaner Ga-
rage,

Yes, rusted cans can 
be recycled. In fact, that 
is the best thing to do 
with any rusted metal.

When rusty cans are 
thrown in the trash, 
they end up in the 
landfill. Metal does not 
break down, so it takes 
decades, and some-
times centuries for it to 
break down into small-
er pieces. Regardless 
of how small the piec-
es are, they are never 

absorbed by the soil as 
metal is neither bio-
degradable nor com-
postable. But they are 
harmful to the environ-
ment and, according to 
osha.gov, metals may 
build up in biological 
systems and become a 
significant health haz-
ard.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I purchased a gallon 

of water in a #1 clear 
plastic bottle with a 
white plastic handle 
and a thin plastic label. 
The handle was very 
handy for carrying the 
bottle, but what about 
recycling the bottle? 
Does the plastic han-
dle need to be removed 
before recycling? What 
about the thin plastic 
label? Plastic Recy-
cler

Dear Plastic Recy-
cler,

The white plastic 
handle on your bottle 
needs to be cut off and 
the cap removed before 
you put the bottle in the 
recycle bin for #1 plas-
tics. However, the label 
can be left on. It will 
be removed during the 
recycling process. The 
bottle’s cap and handle 
are made of different 
kinds of plastic fibers, 
so they go in the trash.

Food for Thought: 
According to every-
t h i n g b a g s i n c . c o m , 
Americans throw away 
enough office paper to 
build a 12-foot-high 
wall from Seattle to 
New York. Yet, each ton 
of recycled paper can 
save 17 trees, 380 gal-
lons of oil, 3 cubic yards 
of landfill space, 3,000 
kilowatts of energy and 
7,000 gallons of water. 
Before you think that is 
an impossible amount 
of recycled paper, con-
sider that the Green-
brier Recycling Center 
shipped out 21.2 tons 
of office paper a couple 
months ago. Just think 
what local people who 
recycle office paper 
have saved in trees, oil, 
landfill space, energy 
and water! Hurrah for 
everyone who recycles.

Have questions about 
recycling, or interest-
ing information about 
recycling? Send ques-
tions or requests to Re-
cyclelady7@gmail.com. 
Dear Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by the 
Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks 
Recycling.
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Pence Springs 
Flea Market

~ Open Saturdays & Sundays ~
Gates Open at 6:00am - 1:00pm
Vendors set up at 4:00am - 5:00am

March 1st - October 31st, 2025

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

State Fair Concert Series: Jeff Dunham
In a bit of a switch-

up, the state fair will 
welcome world renown 
ventriloquist, come-
dian, and actor, Jeff 
Dunham, on the last 
Friday, August 15 for a 
performance that you 
may not want to miss.

Dunham is one of 
the more recognizable 
comedians in the coun-
try. At 63, years of age, 
he was born in Dallas, 
Texas and something 

shocking is that Dun-
ham actually got start-
ed in his career in 1976, 
but he really didn’t 
take off on a national 
scene until the mid to 
early 2000s.

Dunham has seven 
specials that play on 
Comedy Central and 
two Netflix exclusives, 
‘Beside Himself’ and 
‘Relative Disaster.’

A comedian by na-
ture, Dunham used his 
funny abilities to cre-
ate what he is known 
for now, his ventrilo-

quism. He has charac-
ters that have become 
extremely popular and 
includes:

Walter: a retired, 
grumpy old man who 
always sits with his 
arms crossed while 
staying aggravated by 
almost everything.

Peanut: described as 
a purple-skinned woo-
zle, he is hyper, loud, 
excited, and hilarious. 
He has green hair and 
wears one shoe. Pea-
nut mashes his head 
up and down a lot and 

his voice changes from 
a low tone to a high-
pitch screech all while 
picking on Jeff.

Jose’ Jalapeno on a 
Stick: a talking pepper 
held up by a stick, Jose 
usually comes on stage 
while Peanut is on as 
well. Jose speaks with 
a thick Spanish accent 
and Peanut likes to 
make fun of him being 
on a stick. Jose Jalape-
no is the first puppet 
Dunham created him-
self.

Bubba J: a goofy, 

beer drinking redneck, 
as Dunham calls him, 
Bubba J is used as a 
way to poke fun at cer-
tain stereotypes. Bubba 
has explained he met 
his wife at the family 
reunion, he loves beer 
and Nascar, and agrees 
with Dunham that his 
IQ is very low.

Achmed the Dead 
Terrorist: the skele-
tal corpse of a suicide 
bomber gone wrong, 
Achmed delivers hi-
larious one-liners. His 
most famous saying is 

“Silence, I keel you!” 
He will say that when 
the audience laughs 
at something he says 
yet disagrees with the 
laughter.

There is not much to 
say about Dunham that 
hasn’t been said before, 
but fans are anxious to 
see him on stage at the 
fair. Tickets are going 
fast and if you want 
your chance to see him 
in person, the State 
Fair of WV may be the 
best opportunity to do 
just that.

Brandon Baker
Hinton News

State Fair Concert Series: Lauren Daigle
Grammy Award-win-

ning singer Lauren Dai-
gle will perform on the 
grandstand stage at the 
State Fair of West Virgin-
ia this summer, bringing 
her chart-topping hits and 
soulful voice to Lewisburg.

Fair organizers an-
nounced that Daigle is 
scheduled to perform 
Thursday, Aug. 14, at 8 
p.m. Tickets are on sale 
now, with prices ranging 
from $70 for grandstand 
seating to $85 for premium 
track spots near the stage. 
All concert tickets include 

fair gate admission.
Daigle, 33, is one of con-

temporary Christian mu-
sic’s biggest stars, known 
for her crossover success 
with mainstream audienc-
es. Born in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana, and raised in 
Lafayette, she was sur-
rounded by the rich mu-
sical culture of the region. 
After overcoming a serious 
illness as a teenager, she 
pursued vocal training and 
began writing songs that 
blended pop, gospel and 
roots influences.

Her 2015 debut album, 
“How Can It Be”, went 
platinum and produced 

hits like “Trust in You” and 
“O’Lord.” Her follow-up, 
“Look Up Child”, debuted 
at No. 3 on the Billboard 
200 in 2018

and included her break-
out single “You Say,” 
which topped Billboard’s 
Hot Christian Songs chart 
for a record-breaking 132 
weeks.

In 2023, Daigle released 
her self-titled album, 
marking her full move into 
the pop world with songs 
like “Thank God I Do” and 
“Be Okay.” She has earned 
two Grammy Awards, mul-
tiple Billboard and Amer-
ican Music Awards and 

continues to draw praise 
for her powerhouse vocals 
and uplifting performanc-
es.

Known for her warm 
stage presence and emo-
tional delivery, Daigle’s 
live shows have been de-
scribed as a blend of a pop 
concert and revival mu-
sic. Fair officials expect 
a strong turnout for the 
show, which is part of a 
week of headline acts and 
family-friendly events in 

Greenbrier County.
Tickets and additional 

fair details are available at 
statefairofwv.com.

Joshua Lambert
Hinton News

State Fair Concert Series: 
Wyatt Flores

Rising country art-
ist Wyatt Flores is set 
to take the grandstand 
stage at the State Fair 
of West Virginia this 
August, bringing his 
heartfelt lyrics and red 
dirt roots to fairgoers 
in the Mountain State. 
Flores, 24, will perform 
Wednesday, Aug. 13, at 
8 p.m.

Flores began writ-
ing songs as a teenager 
and built a loyal follow-
ing through grassroots 
touring and streaming 
success. His breakout 
single “Please Don’t Go,” 
cracked Billboard’s Hot 
Country Songs chart in 
late 2023, paving the 
way for his full-length 
debut album, “Welcome 
to the Plains,” released 
last fall.

Tickets and additional 
fair information 

are available at 
statefairofwv.com.

Kansas: The Men Behind The Music: Tom Brislin

FAIRLEA W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - In 2018, 
Tom Brislin joined Kan-
sas as keyboardist after 
David Manion’s depar-
ture. An international-
ly acclaimed musician, 
Brislin has always had 
an appreciation for mu-
sic. “I have been hearing 
music and playing music 
for as long as I can re-
member,” he says. “The 
family piano was the 

center of entertainment, 
and my sisters were my 
first piano teachers. I 
always loved anything 
to do with rock or any 
music.”

Born in 1973, Tom re-
calls his greatest musical 
influences. “I really was 
raised on 70s rock, like 
Kansas, Yes, Foreigner, 
and Led Zeppelin. When 
I got a little bit older, I 
started discovering the 
radio and artists like 
Prince, Police and Men 

at Work,” Brislin says. “I 
always had a bit of both 
worlds in my music and 
my musical taste.”

It’s that diverse mu-
sical palette that landed 
Brislin on tour and per-
forming with artists in-
cluding Yes, Meat Loaf, 
Debbie Harry of Blondie 
and many others. Now 
as the keyboardist for 
Kansas, he is thankful 
to fans who cheer for 
them at every show. “It’s 
something that I’m real-
ly grateful for because it 
means we’re doing well 
as a band,” says Brislin. 
“It’s really rewarding, 
but there’s a different 
intensity depending on 
the crowd. You can be 
more intimate when the 
eyes and ears are clos-
er. When I played with 
Meat Loaf, he told me to 
play to the entire arena 
and include everyone in 
the performance.”

One fan recently re-
marked that “Even with 
all the lineup changes 
through the years, Kan-
sas still sounds like Kan-
sas” on Brislin’s Face-
book page. When asked 
how they are able to rec-
reate that iconic sound 
the band is known for, 
Tom said, “It starts with 
the fact that the band 
really does have a signa-
ture sound. It’s our job 

as the new guys to keep 
that spirit alive. I have 
a respect for the music, 
and I want to keep that 
energy going.”

As a songwriter him-
self, Brislin finds inspi-
ration everywhere. “For 
writing, a lot of times 
it’s about paying atten-
tion to having an idea 
when it’s happening and 
getting that down,” he 
says. “The trick is not 
to assume I’m going to 
remember it. In a way, 
you get inspired out of 
thin air, but you have 
to keep cultivating that 
idea whether or not you 
are inspired.” Being a 
musician is an art form 
that Brislin takes very 
seriously. “I really like 
the fact that I can create 
something out of noth-
ing,” he admits. “Liter-
ally, there’s silence, and 
I can create a song, a 
mood, an atmosphere. I 
hope to be able to create 
something that can be a 
memory for other peo-
ple.”

Speaking of memo-
ries, Tom Brislin be-
lieves music is a power-
ful tool in that respect 
and one that has the 
ability to capture a spe-
cific moment in time. 
“Sometimes the song 
just happens to be on the 
radio when something 

major is happening in 
your life,” Brislin says. 
“It’s easy to make those 
correlations. When you 
become a fan of a band 
or an album, that song 
may just be in your 
head when something 
happens in your life,” 
he adds. “We take that 
seriously. I think about 
hearing these songs and 
taking a person back to a 
special time in their life.”

When asked about his 
most memorable mo-
ment on stage, Brislin 
was quick to credit his 
fans with that honor. “I 
think once I joined Kan-
sas and started touring, 
being so welcomed by 
the fan base as a true 
member of the band is 
something that I’ll never 
forget for sure.” As fans 
leave the show, Brislin 
wants them to walk away 
with an overall good 
feeling. “We want every-
one to have a good time, 
but also to be fulfilled as 
music fans,” he admits. 
“Get the body moving, 
but also the heart and 
mind.”

Speaking of getting 
the body moving, one 
specific song is at the top 
of Brislin’s list to per-
form. “I love ‘Song for 
America,’ he says. “Not 
just because it has juicy 
keyboard bits; it’s just so 

uplifting, powerful and 
full of flavor.”

When asked what peo-
ple might be surprised 
to know about him, Tom 
paused for a moment 
to think. With a smile, 
he responded. “Well, I 
have been touring as a 
keyboard player for so 
long, they may be sur-
prised to know that I’m 
also a singer.” In his free 
time, Brislin continues 
to enjoy music. “It’s be-
cause that’s what I enjoy 
doing most,” he admits. 
“I have a studio at home 
and I just want to create 
as much as possible.”

Like most of us, Bris-
lin is thankful for the im-
portant things life has to 
offer. As for what brings 
him the most joy and 
that for which he is most 
grateful, Tom replied, 
“It’s simple, really. Good 
health, family, friends 
and a lot of music.”

With the West Virgin-
ia State Fair just around 
the corner, Brislin ex-
tends an invitation and 
thanks to Kansas fans. 
“I hope they’ll come 
and see what we’re up 
to in this latest Kansas 
incarnation,” he says. “I 
thank the fans for stick-
ing with us through the 
lineup changes and I’m 
happy they’re still on 
board with what we do.”

Cynthia Mattison
Hinton News

ATLANTA, GEORGIA - DECEMBER 
02: Tom Brislin of Kansas performs 

at The Fox Theatre on December 
02, 2023 in Atlanta, Georgia. (Photo 

by R. Diamond/Getty Images)
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