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Join us for live music!
Jean Hanna Davis

Saturday, July 12 | 6-8pm 
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MOVIE SHOWTIMES (304)466-6684 
RITZWV.COM

$6
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$5 students & seniors
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(304) 466- 4870

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: John Henry

TALCOTT W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - I love 

the history of Summers 
County as a whole; how-
ever, Pence Springs 
and Talcott are my two 

passions within that. 
Coming upon the 28th 
anniversary of the John 
Henry Days festival 

this July 10-13, I felt 
the need to give Talcott 
and John Henry a little 
shout out, as I wear my 
green t-shirt that says 

“Talcott” on it.
Each year, there is a 

theme for the event; this 
year is “Takin’ A Ride In 
‘25.” I have talked about 

the John Henry whis-
ky decanters, the John 

William Jones
Hinton News

John Henry statue comes into Talcott. Photo provided 
by William Jones

The train carrying the statue passes by. Photo 
provided by William Jones

Unloading the statue. Photo provided by William Jones The statue is placed. Photo provided by William Jones

Continued on 
page 6
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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NUTTY SHIFT BUNKER HYBRIDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Using a jackhammer to bore holes into the 

granite was working until it — BIT THE DUST

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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WHIRL ALLOW BOUNTY DRIVELYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The African safari was very expensive, but seeing 

so many animals made it all — WORTH “WILD”
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

NOTICE OF
REDEMPTION

2022-C-000074
Summers County
To: TODD BERTHA ES-

TATE, UNKNOWN HEIRS 
OF TERRILL TODD, 
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF 
BERTHA TODD, WILMA 
TODD, IRS, ATTN: ADVI-
SORY CONSOLIDATED 
RECEIPTS, WV STATE 
TAX DEPARTMENT, or 
heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all 
known heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other par-
ties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest 
in the subject property. 

DISTRICT JUMPING 
BRANCH MAP 9999 
PARCEL 0000 5855 
0000

You will take notice that 
WVTA LLC, the purchaser 
of the following real es-
tate, Cert No.  2022-C-
000074, located in JUMP-
ING BRANCH District, 
195.20 ACRES WHITE 
OAK MOUNTAIN MIN-
ERAL ONLY which was 
returned delinquent or 
nonentered in the name 
of TODD BERTHA EST 
1/2 INST (MINS), and was 
sold by the deputy com-
missioner of delinquent 
and nonentered lands of 
SUMMERS County at the 
sale for the delinquent tax-
es on May 9, 2023. WVTA 
LLC requests that you be 
notified a deed for such 
real estate will be made 
on or after September 1, 
2025, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you 
redeem such real estate. 
The amount needed to re-
deem on or before August 
31, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the tax-
es and charges due on the 
date of the certification, 
with interest, for tax year 
ticket number 2021 - 9572.
..............................$106.53

Back tax tickets, with in-
terest, and charges due on 
the date of certification for 
ticket number........... $0.00 

Subsequent of taxes paid 
on the property, with in-
terest to for tax year 2022-
9597.........................$11.70  

Additional taxes with in-
terest........................ $0.00 

Auditor’s Certification, 
Publication, and Redemp-
tion fee plus interest..........
............................. $220.95

Amount paid for Title 
Examination, notice to 
redeem, publication, per-
sonal service, Secretary of 
State with interest.............. 	
.............................. $724.18 

Additional Statutory 
Fees with Interest................
................................. $476.10

Total Amount Due and 
Payable to WV State 
Auditor - cashier check, 
money order, certified or 
personal check...................
.........................$1,539.46

You may redeem at 
any time before August 
31, 2025 by paying the 
above total less any un-
earned interest. 

If the above real estate 
is your primary residence, 
you may petition the Au-
ditor to redeem the real 
estate in not more than 
three incremental pay-
ments that equal the total 
amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior 
to the issuance of the deed 
described above. 

Given under my hand 
June 13, 2025.
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Delinquent and 
Nonentered Lands of 
SUMMERS County, State 
of West Virginia 
(2,9,16jl)

Legal Notice

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION 

TO CREDITORS, 
DISTRIBUTEES & 

LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given 

that the following estates 
have been opened for pro-
bate in the Summers Fidu-
ciary Supervisor’s Office 
at 120 Ballengee Street, 
Suite 100, Hinton, WV 
25951‑0097. Any person 
seeking to impeach or es-
tablish a will must make 
a complaint in accordance 
with the provisions of 
West Virginia Code § 41-
5-11 – 13. Any interested 

person objecting to the 
qualifications of the per-
sonal representative or 
the venue or jurisdiction 
of the court, shall file writ-
ten notice of an objection 
with the County Commis-
sion through the Summers 
County Fiduciary Supervi-
sor’s office within 60 days 
after the date of the first 
publication or within 30 
days of the service of the 
notice, whichever is later. 
If an objection is not filed 
timely, the objection is for-
ever barred. Any person 
interested in filing claims 
against an estate must file 
them in accordance with 
West Virginia Code § 44-2 
or 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estates 
of the following named 
decedents will proceed 
without reference to a fidu-
ciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the 
first publication of this no-
tice a reference is request-
ed by a party of interest 
or an unpaid creditor files 
a claim and good cause is 
shown to support refer-
ence to a fiduciary com-
missioner. 
First Publication Date: 
Wednesday, July 2, 2025
Claim Deadline: Sun-
day, August 31, 2025
ESTATE OF: ALFRED O. 
WYKLE
EXECUTRIX: DEBRA 
KAY WYKLE
ESTATE OF: DEMPSEY 
LEE WEBB
EXECUTRIX: BRENDA 
G. WEB
ESTATE OF: VIOLET 
ANN KESNER
EXECUTRIX: AMY B. 
MADIGAN
ESTATE OF: MELVIN 
KEITH TURNER
ADMINISTRATRIX: 
VIOLET A. TURNER
ESTATE OF: EMMA 
ETHEL HARRAH
A D M I N I S T R A T R I X 
CTA: STELLA A. HARRA
ESTATE OF: THOMAS 
JOHN MATHEWSON
A D M I N I S T R A T O R : 
CHARLIE MATHEWSON
ESTATE OF: MARGA-
RET C. HANK
EXECUTOR: MARK 
HANK

Subscribed and sworn 
to before me on June 25, 
2025.
Donald R. Basham Jr. 
Fiduciary Supervisor of 
Summers County
(2,9jl)

IN THE FAMILY
COURT OF SUMMERS 
COUNTY, WEST VIR-

GINIA 
Civil Action No. 

FC-45-2025-D-38 
IN RE: 
The Marriage of: 
Darren Lee Forren, Jr., 
Petitioner, 
and 
Heavan Rejoice Forren 
(Ramsey),
Respondent 

ORDER OF
PUBLICATION 

THE OBJECT OF THIS 
SUIT IS TO OBTAIN A 

DIVORCE. 
THIS IS A PUBLICA-

TION BY CLASS II 
LEGAL ADVERTISE-

MENT.
 To the Above-Named 

Respondent: 
It appearing by affida-

vit filed in this action that 
Heavan Rejoice Forren 
(Ramsey) is a non-resident 
of the State of West Virgin-
ia or has an unknown ad-
dress. It is hereby ordered 
that Heavan Rejoice For-
ren (Ramsey) serve upon 
Darren Lee Forren, Jr., Pe-
titioner, whose address is 
Pruntytown Correctional 
Center & Jail, PO Box 159, 
Grafton, West Virginia, 
26354, an Answer, includ-
ing any related counter-
claim or defense you may 
have to the Petition For Di-
vorce filed in this action on 
or before August 1, 2025. If 
you fail to Answer the Pe-
tition for Divorce,  a judg-
ment may be taken against 
you for the relief demand-
ed in the Petition. 

A copy of said Petition 
can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk’s Office. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
said Court June 23, 2025. 
/s/ Stacy D. Ford 
Clerk of the Court 
(2,9jl)

Dear Recycle Lady
Dear Recycle Lady,
Recently, you wrote 

about proper disposal 
of prescription medi-
cines. What about pre-
scription bottles? Are 
they recyclable? Avid 
Recycler

Dear Avid Recy-
cler,

Although these bot-
tles are not recyclable 
locally, Mathew 25: 
Ministries (m25m), a 
Cincinnati-based inter-
national humanitarian 
aid and disaster relief 
organization, accepts 
donations of washed, 
unlabeled, empty plas-
tic pill bottles and 
over-the-counter (OTC) 
pill bottles of all sizes. 
These bottles are sent 
to developing countries 
where they are reused 
in the dispensing of 
medications. Plus, this 
helps our environment 
by keeping these bottles 
out of landfills.

Too often, pills dis-
pensed in developing 
countries are wrapped 
in paper, which doesn’t 
protect the medication 
from loss, moisture or 
damage. It also doesn’t 
protect children either 
as the pills are easily ac-
cessible.

Before sending your 
bottles to m25m: (1) 
Remove labels, leaving 
no glue or sticky resi-
due. Some labels peel 
off easily, others require 
soaking overnight in 
water. Goo-Be-Gone 
or lemon essential oil 
is helpful for remov-
ing any sticky residue. 

(2) Wash bottles and 
lids in hot soapy water 
to remove any chemi-
cal residue from medi-
cines. (3) Rinse and dry 
the bottles thorough-
ly. (4) Replace plastic 
caps (child-resistant or 
not child-resistant) on 
clean, dry bottles. (5) 
Separate prescription 
bottles from OTC bot-
tles and place in sepa-
rate resealable plastic 
bags labeled “Clean 
Bottles.” Mail bottles to 
Mathew 25: Ministries, 
11060 Kenwood Road, 
Blue Ash, OH 45242. 
See https://m25m.org/
pillbottles or https://
earth911.com/diy/re-
use-pill-bottles/ for 
more specific instruc-
tions.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What is the Great 

Pacific Garbage Patch? 
Concerned for 
Oceans

Dear Concerned 
for Oceans,

Located between Ha-
waii and California, the 
Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch is an accumu-
lation of ocean plastic 
that is twice the size of 
Texas, an accumula-
tion that began as early 
as the 1950s. Currents 
from all over the world 
carry the plastics that 
gather there, forming a 
massive floating island.

An estimated 1.15 
to 2.41 million tons of 
plastic enter the ocean 
from rivers every year. 
Some of this plastic is 
less dense than water, 
so it will not sink once 

it is in the water, and 
thus, it accumulates in 
the patch. The plastics 
that are stronger or 
more buoyant are trans-
ported by converging 
currents over long dis-
tances, finally accumu-
lating in the patch and 
elsewhere. Ocean waves 
and heat from the sun 
cause the plastics to de-
grade into smaller and 
smaller microplastics.

The ongoing effect of 
these microplastics on 
marine life is currently 
being studied. In 2015, 
a team of scientists con-
sisting of a fleet of 30 
boats, 652 surface nets 
and two flights over the 
patch conducted the 
most elaborate sam-
pling method ever co-
ordinated. By sampling 
different locations with-
in the same time peri-
od, a more accurate es-
timate of the size of the 
patch and the amount 
of plastic drifting was 
obtained.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I am cleaning out the 

garage and have several 
half-full cans of paint. 
Do you know of any 
place that accepts cans 
of usable paint? Clean 
Garage

Dear Clean Ga-
rage,

ReStore, a nonprofit 
that accepts and resells 
items to benefit Habitat 
for Humanity, said it 
would accept your cans 
of partially used paint. 
They are located outside 
Lewisburg on Route 219 
N., across from Rose-

wood Cemetery and the 
Ford dealership. (1431 
N. Jefferson Street).

If you have any emp-
ty cans of paint that are 
dry, they can be recy-
cled at the Recycling 
Center in the steel con-
tainer, not in the bin. 
Go to the aluminum can 
door and ring the buzz-
er. Someone will come 
to assist you.

If some of your cans 
contain only a small 
amount of paint, mix 
the paint with kitty lit-
ter, sand or sawdust 
to thicken it, replace 
the lid and put it in 
the trash. Never put a 
can of any kind, or any 
amount of liquid in the 
trash without thicken-
ing the liquid. The land-
fill’s permit prohibits 
it from accepting any 
free-flowing liquid.

Tuesday, July 1, be-
gan the 15th annual Plas-
tic Free July challenge. 
The challenge is to 
choose one thing each 
day in July that reduces 
your use of single-use 
plastic. Last year, 174 
million people accept-
ed the challenge world-
wide, making a huge 
impact on the environ-
ment.

Have questions about 
recycling or interest-
ing information about 
recycling? Send ques-
tions or requests to Re-
cyclelady7@gmail.com. 
Dear Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by the 
Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks 
Recycling.

WVDNR Files Legislative Rules For 
Review, Seeks Public Comments

C H A R L E S T O N , 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 
— The West Virginia 
Division of Natural 
Resources (WVDNR) 
announced that it has 
filed several proposed 
legislative rule chang-
es with the Secretary 
of State’s Office and is 
inviting public com-
ment on the proposals 
through July 24.

Members of the 
public may review 
the proposed rules 
online at sos.wv.gov/
admin-law and are 
encouraged to submit 
written comments by 
email to DNRCom-
ments@wv.gov or by 
mail to:

WV Division of 
Natural Resources 
ATTN: Wendy Greene 
112 California Avenue 
Charleston, WV 25305

The proposed leg-
islative rule changes 
include:

Rules Governing 
Small Arms Hunt-
ing (58CSR14) 
The WVDNR pro-
poses repealing this 
rule, which is no lon-
ger needed following 
legislative changes 
made during the 2025 

Regular Session. HB 
2387 eliminated the 
requirement for an A1 
pistol stamp to hunt 
with a handgun, and 
a separate rule change 
removed maximum 
caliber restrictions 
for nighttime coyote 
hunting. The rule and 
related documents 
can be viewed online 
here.

Wildlife Rehabil-
itation (58CSR21) 
This new rule estab-
lishes standards for 
the state’s newly cre-
ated wildlife rehabil-
itation program. It 
outlines application, 
training and permit 
requirements, care 
and housing stan-
dards and key defi-
nitions for wildlife 
rehabilitators. The 
rule and related doc-
uments can be viewed 
online here.

Special Boating 
Rule (58CSR26) 
This proposed amend-
ment would remove 
horsepower restric-
tions on six impound-
ments statewide and 
update the definition 
of electric motor. The 
rule and related doc-

uments can be viewed 
online here.

P r o h i b i t i o n s 
When Hunt-
ing and Trap-
ping (58CSR47) 
To simplify regula-
tions, the WVDNR 
proposes moving min-
imum handgun barrel 
length requirements 
for hunting and pro-

visions still needed 
from the soon-to-be-
repealed 58CSR14 
into this rule. The 
rule and related doc-
uments can be viewed 
online here.

To learn more about 
hunting, fishing and 
boating regulations 
in West Virginia, visit 
WVdnr.gov

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) 
- The Hinton Al-
coholics Anon-
ymous group 
holds multiple 
weekly meetings 
on Tuesdays at 
8 p.m., Wednes-
days at noon, and 
Saturdays at 5 
p.m. in the low-
er level of Ascen-
sion Episcopal 
Church. Both are 

open meetings.
The entrance 

to the meeting 
area is through 
the rear of the 
church, which 
is located at the 
corner of Tem-
ple Street and 5th 
Avenue

For more infor-
mation, please 
call 304-660-
7073 or 1-800-
333-5051.

A.A. meetings 
Held Weekly



Series On Calvinism (Part 23)
Perseverance of the Saints

(Last week we looked at more proof texts used by Calvinists in support of the doctrine of 
perseverance of the saints. Today we will look at the scriptures to see the objections to this 
doctrine.)

Scriptural Objections to Perseverance of the Saints
Matthew 13:41,42. All who are in Christ’s kingdom have been born again 

(John 3:3-5) but some of those in the kingdom who “practice lawlessness” will be 
gathered out of it.

John 15:1-6. In these verses Jesus warns His disciples to continue to abide in 
Him. If it is impossible for a Christian not to abide in Christ, then Jesus’ warning 
has no meaning. A Christian who does not repent of failing to abide in Christ can 
only anticipate destruction in the final day.

Acts 8:9-24. Simon believed and was baptized. (v. 3) Thus there is no question 
he was a child of God. After becoming a child of God he sought to buy the gift 
of God with money. (vv. 18-19) He was told he was “poisoned by bitterness and 
bound by iniquity.” (v. 23) He was commanded to “repent therefore of this your 
wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart can be forgiven 
you.” (v. 22) One inspired man, Luke, called Simon a baptized believer. Another 
inspired man, Peter, told him he would perish with his money. Simon, though a 
child of God, had sins that needed to be forgiven or he would perish. (v. 20) Simon 
had fallen from grace.

Romans 8:12, 13. This passage is directed toward “brethren.” (v. 12) It is 
possible for a brother, a child of God, to live according to the flesh and “die.” (v. 13)

Romans 11:22. This text is a warning to Gentile Christians who were in God’s 
“goodness.” If they failed to continue in God’s goodness, they would be “cut off.”

Romans 14:15 and 1 Corinthians 8:11. Both of these passages warn Christians 
not to cause their brethren to sin in matters of judgment. Those “for whom Christ 
died,” Calvinists would call them the elect, can be destroyed (Rom. 14:15) or 
perish. (1 Cor. 8:11)

1 Corinthians 9:27. Not even the staunchest Calvinist would deny that 
the apostle Paul was a child of God. Yet, in this text, Paul said, that even after 
preaching to others, he could be “disqualified,” i.e., he could be lost even though 
he was a Christian.

Galatians 5:2-4. This passage is definitely directed toward Christians (cf. Gal. 
3:26), children of God. The word translated “fallen” in this text is the same word 
that is used in other places to refer to divorce. It could be translated “severed.” 
These children of God were once as firmly united with the grace of God as a man 
is with his wife or as Christ is with the church, but now they have been divorced, 
severed, from grace. They could not be severed from something they were not 
joined to in the first place. They could not fall from that which they were not in.

1 Timothy 4:1. This passage states that some Christians “will depart from the 
faith.” Such a departure would cause them to be lost. In verse 16, Timothy is told if 
he, as a child of God, would be saved he would have to “continue in” the doctrine 
of Christ.

Copyright © 2022 David Padfield • Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com
(Continued next week when we will finish up this series by looking at the remaining 

objections to the doctrine of perseverance of the saints.)

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.
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NFL’s Houston Texans Making 
Training Camp Stop at Greenbrier

WHITE SUL-
PHUR SPRINGS 
W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - A couple of 
days ago, the Hous-
ton Texans’ official 
Facebook page an-

nounced that the 
team will spend 
August 4th through 
7th at the Greenbri-
er Hotel in White 
Sulphur Springs as 
a pit stop for part of 
their 2025 training 
camp season.

The Texans are 
no strangers to the 
Resort as they also 
held training camp 
at the Greenbrier 
in 2017 and 2018, 
as the place has be-
come a hotbed for 
NFL camps over the 
last several years.

According to the 
fan comments on 
the page, they seem 
to be extremely ex-
cited, with some 
from Texas saying 
that West Virginia 
is a special place, 
and they look for-
ward to traveling 
there if the practic-
es are open to the 
public--still trying 
to confirm one way 
or the other. Other 
Houston fans ex-
pressed excitement 
due to living close 
to the Greenbrier 
and can make an 
easy trip to the Ho-
tel.

Houston finished 
last season with a 
record of 10-7 and 
lost to the Kansas 

City Chiefs in the 
divisional round of 
the playoffs. They 
are coached by De-
meco Ryans and 
feature star play-
ers like quarter-
back C.J. Stroud, 
receivers Tank Dell 
and Nico Collins, 
and running back 
Dameon Pierce.

The WVDN and 
Hinton News will 
have a full team re-
port once the Tex-
ans arrive in Green-
brier County.

Brandon Baker
Hinton News

Quarterback C.J. Stroud and the 
Houston Texans are coming to the 
Greenbrier this August (Photo: 
Houston Texans/Facebook)

John Henry Continued from page 3
Henry museum that was 
the old LG Rhodes store 
in Talcott, which was 
donated by Donna and 
Ellery Wykle, the John 
Henry Museum Res-
toration Gala that my 
mother and I planned 
after Donna passed 
away in 2013, and the 
large roadside statue.

The Hilldale-Talcott 
Ruritan Club set out 
to have a statue made 
to commemorate the 
legend of John Henry. 
I purchased a fantas-

tic John Henry artifact 
from an online auction 
in Roanoke, VA, sever-
al years ago. This little 
statue was sold as just 
one of the many means 
of raising the funds to 
have the statue made 
and placed over the top 
of the Big Bend Tunnel, 
where he died in com-
petition during its con-
struction, and where he 
stood until being relo-
cated to the park.

The original card that 
hung on the chalkware 

statue I purchased at 
auction reads: “John 
Henry, The Steel Driv-
ing Man The figure 
you have purchased is 
a small replica of an 
original statue of John 
Henry, the Steel Driving 
Man who gained fame in 
racing the steam drill in 
the C.&O. Railroad Big 
Bend Tunnel at Talcott, 
West Virginia in the late 
1800’s. But who, in so 
doing, died from the ex-
ertion.

History has it that 

John Henry is not a leg-
end, but was a real man, 
who worked in the tun-
nels and lived and died 
at Talcott, West Virgin-
ia, where a John Henry 
Park is being developed 
for all to see.

The original sculpture 
by Charles O. Cooper, 
Sculptor, of William-
stown Gallery, William-
stown, Michigan, is 
eight feet tall, of bronze, 
and in the spring of 
1972, will be placed 
over the Big Bend Tun-

nel where John Henry 
died.”

Now, for a series of 
photos from the day 
the statue was brought 
into Talcott in 1972 and 
placed on the pedestal 
where it stood for de-
cades. First is a photo 
of him being brought 
through the Big Bend 
Tunnel, where he died 
in competition during 
its construction. It was 
very symbolic to have 
him come into Talcott 
through this tunnel.

Next is a photo of 
where he emerged from 
the tunnel on his way 
“uptown” in Talcott. 
The third is of him being 
unloaded from the train 
to be placed on a truck 
to haul him to his final 
resting place over the 
Big Bend Tunnel, where 
he stood for decades. 
Last is a photo of a 
crane lowering him onto 
the stone base where he 
majestically stood for 
years. With a crowd of 
spectators looking on.

Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

304-701-2355 tia@wvdn.com
681-293-1242 lisa@hintonnews.com

FOR THE INFORMED SUMMERS COUNTIAN SINCE 1877

lack of funding threat-
ened its existence al-
together.

West Virginia’s hos-
pital systems stepped 
in, taking inspiration 
from St. Anthony’s 
Hospital in Denver, 
where, years earlier, 
in a bid to host the 
1972 Olympic Games, 
a hospital-based air 
medical helicopter 
system was launched 
to ensure injured 
Olympians could 
quickly reach area 
medical centers. Iron-
ically, Denver didn’t 
host the Olympics, 
but they had creat-

ed a quality, hospi-
tal-sponsored flight 
program that worked 
very well.

The Mountain 
State’s hospitals 
worked cooperatively, 
providing air trans-
port for all of West 
Virginia. That coop-
erative nature is re-
flected in HealthNet 
Aeromedical Services’ 
“snowflake” logo, with 
lines extending to all 
parts of the state.

“Their vision turned 
into the incredible sys-
tem we have today,” 
Burley said. “Each 
could have operated 

their own transport 
systems, but they 
decided to work to-
gether, doing the best 
thing for West Virgin-
ia and her people.”

HealthNet Aero-
medical Services’ ded-
ication in 1986 took 
place at Charleston 
Area Medical Center, 
where West Virginia 
native and renowned 
NASA astronaut the 
late John McBride 
spoke.

Its first two bases 
were in Charleston 
and Morgantown, and 
Huntington’s base be-
gan operating in 1987. 

Today, HealthNet 
Aeromedical Services’ 
eight bases include 
operations in Beckley, 
Buckhannon, Hun-
tington, Lewisburg, 
Martinsburg, Mill-
wood, Morgantown 
and Moundsville.

“Our story is one of 
challenges and oppor-
tunities,” Burley said. 
“It’s one of success. 
And I’m proud that it’s 
a story of firsts, and a 
story of countless lives 
saved.”

HealthNet Aero-
medical Services was 
the first program east 
of the Mississippi 

River to utilize night 
vision goggles in all 
phases of operation, 
allowing pilots to 
more safely navigate 
the state’s hills and 
hollows.

It was one of the ear-
liest programs to have 
blood and plasma on 
all flights.

“HealthNet Aero-
medical Services 
employs the latest 
technology in both 
safety and clinical op-
erations,” Burley said. 
“The program is ded-
icated to leveraging 
technology to improve 
service delivery.”

In 2019, HealthNet 
Aeromedical Services 
was named Associ-
ation of Air Medical 
Services (AAMS) Pro-
gram of the Year.

Today, the fleet of 
10 aircraft includes 
eight helicopters with 
twin engines and In-
strument Flight Rules 
(IFR) equipment. “An 
IFR-equipped aircraft 
can fly in and above 
the clouds and al-
low us to reach many 
patients that other 
helicopters simply 
cannot,” Burley said. 
“That means we save 
lives every day.”
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