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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
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Now accepting all major credit cards.
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Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I read that spong-
es contain micro-
plastics that are 
hazardous to hu-
mans. What about 
cellulose sponges? 
Are they safe to use, 
and are they recy-
clable? Uses Cel-
lulose Sponges

Dear Uses Cel-
lulose Sponges,

Congratulations 
on your choice to 
use cellulose spong-
es instead of plastic 
sponges. Since cel-
lulose sponges are 
made of coniferous 
wood and cotton fi-
bers, they are safe to 
use. Also, cellulose 
sponges are more 
durable than other 
kinds of sponges. 
Although they are 
not recyclable, cel-
lulose sponges are 
100% biodegradable 
and sustainable.

One word of cau-
tion: sponges should 
not be used to wipe 
up raw egg, raw 
meat or other sub-
stances that might 
contain bacteria. 
Cellulose sponges 

can be cleaned with 
an antibacterial 
soap or by putting 
them in the micro-
wave or dishwasher.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

What is single 
stream recycling? Is 
it used at the Recy-
cling Center in Ron-
ceverte? Puzzled 
Recycler

Dear Puzzled 
Recycler,

Single stream re-
cycling, also called 
comingled recy-
cling, was intro-
duced in the mid-
1990s as a way to 
put all recyclables 
in a single bag, with 
no sorting required. 
In other words, all 
paper, metals, plas-
tics, aluminum, 
cardboard, junk 
mail and any other 
recyclables were all 
put in the same bag 
and taken to a recy-
cling center.

Large cities have 
dedicated equip-
ment that sorts all 
these recyclables 
and places them 
in the proper bins. 
However, our Re-

cycling Center 
doesn’t have this 
equipment. Thus, 
any bags of mixed 
recyclables that are 
left at the Center 
must be sent to the 
landfill as the Cen-
ter just doesn’t have 
enough employees 
to sort mixed recy-
clables.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

My printer uses 
long cartridges that 
must be changed 
when one runs out 
of ink. Is it possible 
to recycle these car-
tridges? Printer

Dear Printer,
Recycling print-

er cartridges is 
not only possible, 
it is important, as 
ink and toner car-
tridges are made of 
materials that can 
be harmful to the 
health of humans 
and to the environ-
ment.

When bringing ink 
cartridges to the Re-
cycling Center, put 
them in the yellow 
container that is on 
the porch that has 
the aluminum cans 

sign. Several retail-
ers recycle toner 
cartridges, and oth-
ers will pay you for 
them. Staples, Of-
fice Depot, Walmart 
and Best Buy all 
participate in a free 
drop-off program. 
HP has a recycling 
team that can be 
reached through the 
HP recycling page 
or 1-800-340-2445, 
Monday-Friday, to 
request free box-
es or envelopes for 
returning the car-
tridges to HP.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I have four or 
more boxes of old 
tax and bank type 
papers that need to 
be shredded. Do you 
still do this? Need 
Safe Disposal

Dear Need Safe 
Disposal,

Yes, the Recycling 
Center provides 
this service free of 
charge to everyone. 
When you take your 
papers to the Recy-
cling Center, go to 
the aluminum cans 
door and push the 
button. Someone 

will come to help 
you. Your boxes will 
be immediately tak-
en to a locked room 
with no windows to 
wait until they be-
gin shredding pa-
per. Your shredded 
documents will then 
be mixed with other 
shredded paper, so 
it would be impos-
sible for anyone to 
reassemble them.

Have questions 
about recycling or 
interesting infor-
mation about recy-
cling? Send ques-
tions or requests 
to Recyclelady7@
gmail.com. Dear 
Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Re-
cycling Center and 
Greenworks Recy-
cling.

Dear Recycle Lady
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Hours
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10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

Applications Being Taken For: 
Greenbrier Terrace Apartments ........ 304-466-0070 
Hedrick House Apartments ................ 304-466-0208 
Summers Landing Apartments .......... 304-466-6432 

TTY/TTD 1-800-982-8771/8772 • TRS: 711 

Apply During Office Hours Only! 
Greenbrier Terrace: Monday, Wednesday 12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Hedrick House: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Summers Landing: Monday, Wednesday 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Rents based on income. Rental Assistance is applied, when available, to those who 
qualify. Income limits apply. Summers Landing Apartments for households “62 
years of age or older or handicapped/disabled, regardless of age”. 

HUD Renters May Apply.
“This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.” To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or Call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTD). 
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Damaging Boxwood Pest Confirmed in  
West Virginia

CHARLESTON, 
W.Va. (Hinton 
News) – The West 
Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
(WVDA) has con-
firmed the pres-
ence of the Box 
Tree Moth (Cydali-
ma perspectalis) in 
Berkeley County, 
marking the first 
detection of the in-
vasive pest in the 
state. Native to East 
Asia, the Box Tree 
Moth (BTM) feeds 
primarily on box-
wood plants (Buxus 
species), a popular 
ornamental shrub 
widely used in land-
scapes across West 
Virginia.

Since its initial 
detection in North 
America near Lake 
Ontario in 2021, 
the pest has rap-
idly spread and is 
now confirmed in 
Delaware, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, 

Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, and, as of 2025, 
West Virginia.

“This pest poses 
a serious threat to 
boxwood plants, 
which are founda-
tional elements in 
many residential 
and commercial 
landscapes,” said 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture Kent 
Leonhardt. “Early 
detection is critical, 
and we’re asking 
homeowners and 
landscapers to keep 
an eye out and re-
port any suspicious 
damage.”

BTM larvae feed 
on the leaves and 
bark of boxwoods, 
potentially caus-
ing complete de-
foliation and plant 
death. The lime-
green caterpillars 
are small and dif-
ficult to detect in 
early stages, often 
blending in with fo-

liage. Infestations 
may not be notice-
able until signifi-
cant damage has 
occurred.

Signs of infesta-
tion include:

Chewed or miss-
ing leaves,

Presence of small 
green caterpillars,

Webbing on or in-
side the plant,

Bark stripping in 
advanced stages.

The pest can pro-
duce multiple gen-
erations per year, 
compounding the 
damage if left un-
treated.

If caught ear-
ly, BTM can be ef-
fectively managed 
with treatment op-
tions such as Ba-
cillus thuringien-
sis kurstaki (Btk), 
a naturally derived 
pesticide safe for 
use on boxwoods 
and available at 
many garden cen-

ters. Multiple insec-
ticides labeled for 
BTM control may 
also be effective. Al-
ways read and fol-
low all pesticide la-
bel instructions.

Residents who 
suspect their box-
woods may be af-

fected by Box Tree 
Moth are encour-
aged to contact the 
WVDA immediate-
ly for confirmation 
and treatment guid-
ance.

Contact the 
WVDA at: 304-

558-2212 or bug-
busters@wvda.us

For more infor-
mation about the 
Box Tree Moth and 
treatment recom-
mendations, visit 
www.agriculture.
wv.gov.

Join the Three Rivers Youth (TRY) 
Theater Program

SUMMERS COUN-
TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - The Three 
Rivers Youth (TRY) 
Theater program is 
now accepting new 
members. Are you an 
experienced perform-
er? First timer? Are 
you reluctant to get on 

stage, but interested in 
helping backstage with 
props and costumes? 
Are you looking to be 
the star of the show 
or just a background 
character? This group 
is for everyone in 4th 
through 12th grades. 

Their first meeting 

is Aug. 25 at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Memorial Build-
ing, where they will 
read the script for the 
new play, The Dragon’s 
Egg. During that ses-
sion, they will discuss 
who is interested in 
each role or job to sup-
port the actors.

Practices will be ev-
ery Monday from 4:30-
6:30, Sept. 8 to Nov. 3, 
and performance will 
be on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m.

Contact Cheryl Kula 
at cheryl.kula@gmail.
com if you have any 
questions or would like 
to join the program.

WVDNR Partners with MCA 
Youth on Restoration and 

Recreation Projects
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — The 
West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) recently host-
ed the cadets from the 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe 
Academy (MCA) to Pipe-
stem Resort State Park 
for a day of learning and 
activities to celebrate 
their upcoming gradu-
ation and many acts of 
service giving back to the 
community and West 
Virginia’s natural re-
sources.

On June 7, 40 cadets 
participated in a “Buck-
et Brigade” stream res-
toration project at the 
headwaters of the Mid-
dle Fork of the Williams 
River, where they helped 
WVDNR staff and Trout 
Unlimited volunteers 
dump more than 1,000 
buckets (10 tons) of 
limestone gravel in four 
hours. The gravel helps 
improve water quality 
and aquatic habitat for 
native fish species. On 
June 11, the WVDNR 
also hosted a field day for 
78 cadets and 15 MCA 
staff members at Pipes-
tem Resort State Park.

“We’re proud to sup-
port the mission of the 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe 
Academy and help these 
kids become responsible 
young adults who are 
also enthusiastic about 
stewarding West Virgin-
ia’s incredible natural 
resources,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMil-
lion.

The WVDNR’s part-
nership with MCA be-
gan in 2009 with hunter 
education classes and 
has since grown into a 
collaboration that spans 
across the agency’s Law 
Enforcement, Wildlife 
Resources and State 
Parks sections. These 
partnerships offer cadets 
hands-on learning expe-
riences that reinforce the 
National Guard Youth 
ChalleNGe Program’s 
eight core components, 
which include academic 
excellence, health and 
hygiene, job skills, lead-
ership, life-coping, phys-
ical fitness, responsible 
citizenship and commu-
nity service.

Beyond this year’s 
stream project and field 
day, cadets have worked 

alongside WVDNR staff 
on several conservation 
and improvement proj-
ects across the state. Past 
efforts include cleanup 
projects at Kanawha 
Falls and Plum Orchard 
Lake, trout fingerling 
stocking and stream 
cleanups in Kanawha 
and Fayette counties and 
the construction of more 
than 60 picnic tables 
now used at West Vir-
ginia State Parks. Cadets 
have also participated in 
guided deer hunts with 
Natural Resources Police 
Officers.

“These experiences 
not only strengthen the 
cadets’ personal devel-
opment but also create 
opportunities for men-
torship and career explo-
ration,” said McMillion. 
“Several graduates of the 
program have gone on to 
pursue careers with the 
WVDNR, inspired by the 
relationships they built 
with agency staff and the 
pride they took in con-
tributing to their state’s 
natural resources.”

The Mountaineer 
ChalleNGe Academy 
is a residential pro-

gram operated by the 
West Virginia National 
Guard, with campuses 
in Preston and Fayette 
counties. Since 1993, 
more than 5,000 West 
Virginia teens have com-
pleted the program, with 
more than 2,000 earn-
ing a high school diplo-
ma. The award-winning 
academy places at-risk 
youth in a structured, 
quasi-military environ-
ment designed to help 
them develop into pro-
ductive, responsible and 
successful members of 
their communities.

To learn more about 
the Mountaineer Chal-
lenge Academy, visit 
wvchallenge.org.


