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Enthusiastic Campers Make 2025 Summers 
County 4-H Camp a Success

FOREST HILL W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Sum-
mers County 4-H held its 
annual camp June 9-13, 
at Camp Summers in 
Forest Hill. With a crowd 
of enthusiastic campers 
and beautiful weather, 
it was a great week. This 
year’s theme was A Walk 
on the Wild Side, and 
campers learned about 
various ecosystems.

On Tuesday, Clover-
buds came to 4-H Camp 
for the day. Cloverbuds 
are 5-8-year-olds who are 
interested in seeing what 
4-H camp is all about. 
While there, they made 
crafts, toured the camp, 
sang songs, and enjoyed 
a pizza party.

This year, tribes were 
full of 4-H spirit. They 

were enthusiastic and 
hard-working through-
out the whole week. The 
Seneca tribe won the 
Spirit Stick for the week 
for their outstanding en-
ergy, teamwork, tribal 
duty performance, and 
enthusiasm. During the 
week, the tribes com-
pete for points based on 
cleaning, sports, swim-
ming, sportsmanship, 
bed checks, songs, skits, 
and teamwork. All of the 
tribes did a great job.

The chiefs and sags for 
the 2025 4-H Camp were:

Cherokee:
Chief: Alyssa Niday
1st Sag: Greyson 

Gumm
2nd Sag: Fayrin 

Mitchum
Delaware:
Chief: Caylee Mitchum

1st Sag: Dylan Gallo-
way

2nd Sag: Brailyn Cook
Mingo:
Chief: Ayden Gardner
1st Sag: Colsen Elkins
2nd Sag: Ralph Ro-

manello
Seneca:
Chief: Tyler Niday
Chief: Alana Harrison
Sag: Drew Mansfield
The chiefs and sags are 

responsible for leading 
their tribe and setting a 
good example. All of the 
chiefs and sags worked 
hard and did a great job 
during camp.

Each H of 4-H rep-
resents something im-
portant. The Head H is 
for clearer thinking and 
making good decisions. 
The Heart H is for loyalty 
and caring. The Hand H 

stands for helping others, 
while the Health H is for 
better living.

Many well-deserved 
awards were given during 
camp. The winners were: 
Health H: Ayden Gard-
ner and Brynne Wykle, 
Hands H: Gretchen Fos-
ter, Heart H: Dylan Gal-
loway, and Head H: Ala-
na Harrison.

The Mary Grace Sur-
baugh Return Schol-
arship was awarded to 
Lieschen Kula, and the 
Bob Baber Return Schol-
arship went to Grayden 
Deaton. The Outstanding 
First Year Male Camp-
er was Parker Buckland, 
and the Outstanding First 
Year Female Camper was 
McKinley Tabor.

The Camper of Char-
acter Scholarship was 

awarded to Isiah Farmer, 
and the Trey Bennett Me-
morial Scholarship went 
to Ralph Romanello.

State 4-H Camp Schol-
arships were awarded 
to Logan Osborne, Me-
gan Richmond, Landon 
Lester, Canyon Persing-
er, Alana Harrison, and 
Natasha Naik. Finally, 
for embodying head, 
heart, hands and health, 
the Spirit of Camp was 
awarded to Tyler Niday.

Thank you to all of 
the campers, counsel-
ors, chiefs and sags who 
made 2025 4-H camp 
such a big success. 4-H 
wishes to thank the fol-
lowing businesses, indi-
viduals, and organiza-
tions for contributions 
to camp: Big Four, City 
National Bank, Commu-

nities in Schools, Dairy 
Queen, Gear Up, First 
Community Bank, Fox 
Photographics, Hinton 
Area Foundation, Hinton 
Floral, Hinton Helping 
Hands 4-H Club, Hinton 
Hope Foundation, Hin-
ton Kiwanis Club, Amy 
L. Mann, REACHH, The 
Ritz Theatre – Cinema 
& Performing Arts, Safe 
and Sound, Sears Sep-
tic, Service Club, State 
Farm – Regina Gwinn 
Eckle, Summers County 
4-H Leaders’ Associa-
tion, Summers County 
ARH Hospital, Summers 
County Board of Educa-
tion, Summers County 
Commission, Twin State 
Salon Supply Inc., Unit-
ed Way of Southern WV, 
Ziegler and Ziegler, and 
many individuals.

Lesley Sears

New Mural Brightens Summers  
County Library Kids’ Room

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) – 
“Something wild 
and wonderful is 
growing in the li-
brary,” according 
to Kris Kellan, Di-

rector of the Sum-
mers County Public 
Library. The library 
is getting a vibrant 
new addition to 
its children’s play-
room; artist Carol 
Jackson has been 
commissioned to 

paint a new mural in 
the space. The work 
is well underway, 
and visiting kids can 
already see many 
of the animals and 
trees bringing the 
playroom more fun 
and excitement.

One of the children 
at the library, Tes-
sa, said, “The kids’ 
room is so cool!”

Following the 
“Wild and Won-
derful” motif, the 
library’s summer 
reading program 

is underway with 
a West Virginia 
theme. Children 
can stop in during 
library hours with a 
parent or guardian 
to sign up. There are 
fascinating books 
and fun prizes wait-

ing.
The library’s cal-

endar of events is 
available on its web-
site, and Kellan en-
courages patrons to 
keep an eye out for 
all of the summer 
events.

Rebecca Stalnaker
Hinton News

View to the right  standing in the 
doorway. Photo by Rebecca Stalnaker

View to the left standing in the 
doorway. Photo by Rebecca Stalnaker

Center view of the room. Photo by 
Rebecca Stalnaker

PracticeLink Announces 
Inaugural First Practice 

Fund Scholarship Recipients, 
Celebrating Six Inspiring  

Medical Journeys
HINTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) - Prac-
ticeLink, the nation’s 
most trusted physician 
recruitment resource 
and home of the lead-
ing online physician job 
board, is proud to an-
nounce the recipients of 
its inaugural First Prac-
tice Fund, a biannual 
scholarship program de-
signed to provide finan-
cial support to future 
healthcare leaders.

Launched on National 
Doctors’ Day, the First 
Practice Fund received 
an overwhelming re-
sponse in its debut year, 
with hundreds of appli-
cants sharing their pow-
erful personal stories 

and professional aspira-
tions.

After careful evalua-
tion, six extraordinary 
individuals have been 
selected to receive a 
$2,500 scholarship, 
one from each of the 
program’s six focus cat-
egories, which includ-
ed Internal Medicine, 
Hospital-based Medi-
cine, Primary Care, Ru-
ral Medicine, Medical 
Students and Advanced 
Practice Providers.

Spring 2025 First 
Practice Fund Recipi-
ents:

Bryan Bui, DO
Alejandro Nieto 

Dominguez, MD
Sarah Eichinger, DO

Margaret Giggey
Dilpreet Singh, MD
Jill Wenger, PA
Among the recipients 

is Dr. Sarah Eichinger, 
who chose to divide 
her residency training 
between two hospitals 
to better serve under-
served communities and 
Jill Wenger, PA, who left 
behind a successful ca-
reer as a massage thera-
pist to pursue her calling 
in neurodegenerative 
care, driven by a desire 
to better support pa-
tients living with these 
challenging conditions.

Recipients also in-
clude Dr. Bryan Bui, 
whose commitment to 
diversity and equity 

has been a cornerstone 
of his medical train-
ing. “The First-Prac-
tice Fund Scholarship 
speaks directly to my 
experiences and aspi-
rations,” said Dr. Bui. 
“Financial support has 
always been a limiting 
factor in my education. 
My father, an immi-
grant refugee from the 
Vietnam War, worked 
as a low-wage laborer 
and could offer little fi-
nancial assistance. With 
this support, I will strive 
to serve those who need 
it most, ensuring that 
everyone, regardless of 
their circumstances, has 
access to compassionate 
and equitable care.”

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 
News) — A civil action law-
suit has been filed against 
several Summers County 
officials, alleging misuse 
of grant funds, denied per-
mits, and potential mis-
handling of those funds.

The lawsuit, initiated by 
Wilderness Land Hold-
ings LLC, stems from two 
denied building permits. 
Plaintiffs Elizabeth and 
Harry Stuckey appeared 
before Judge Amy Mann 
to address the permits for 
two properties in Sum-
mers County.

City Attorney Anna 
Zieglar represented the 
named officials: Cris 
Meadows, Chris Brust, 
Jackie Scott and Jim Les-

lie. Zieglar also represent-
ed herself in the case.

Judge Mann dismissed 
the case related to the per-
mits after Zieglar report-
edly stated the permits 
were prepared and avail-
able for the Stuckeys to 
collect at City Hall. How-
ever, other parts of the suit 
remain active.

The Motion for Dis-
covery also includes alle-
gations of misused DEP 
REAP grant funds and a 
potential intentional effort 
to conceal financial dis-
bursements.

The next hearing in the 
case is scheduled for the 
afternoon of July 23.

Stick with Hinton News 
for more information as it 
becomes available.

Hinton Officials 
Named in Civil 

Lawsuit Alleging 
Financial 

Misconduct
Hinton News Staff
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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RANCH MOUND WITHIN HUDDLEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The rooster wondered why he woke up so early, 

but then it — DAWNED ON HIM

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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KNOWN CHORD DEGREE VANISHYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After going fishing for the first time, — 

HE WAS HOOKED

Print answer here: ”“
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Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA
Applications Being Accepted!

Series On Calvinism (Part 21)
Perseverance of the Saints

(Last week we looked at the doctrine of imputation and the effects it has had on the idea 
of perseverance of the saints. Today we will finish the discussion of imputation and then 
consider the proof texts used by Calvinists to support the doctrine.)

by Gene Taylor
The word “impute” is found some seven times in the King James Version of the 

New Testament. (Rom. 4:6, 8, 11, 22, 23, 24; 2 Cor. 5:19; Gal. 3:6) Not a one of 
these passages teaches that Christ’s personal righteousness ever becomes the 
righteousness of another. None of these verses states that God imputes Christ’s 
righteousness to anyone.

The Bible clearly states that one who is considered righteous by heaven is one 
who practices righteousness (1 John 3:7), not the one who has had the personal 
righteousness of Jesus imputed to him. A sinner becomes righteous by pardon 
made possible by the atoning death of Jesus, not by imputation of His perfect life. 
(Matt. 26:28; Rom. 5:8-9) The atoning death of Jesus provides for the sinner’s 
pardon if he will face up to his responsibility to repent and then obey God’s law of 
pardon. (cf. Acts 2:38; 1 John 1:7-9)

Proof Texts Used to Support the Perseverance of the Saints
John 3:16, 36 and 5:24. The argument Calvinists base on this passage is 

that the believer, the saved, has (present possession) eternal life. Since eternal 
means “unending,” if the Christian could be lost he could not possess eternal life. 
Therefore, since the Christian has eternal life, he can never lose it. The answer to 
their argument is that eternal life is used in two senses in the Scriptures: 1) the life 
Christians now possess. (1 John 5:11-13); and 2) something for which the Christian 
hopes (Titus 1:2) and will receive “in the age to come.” (Mark 10:29-30)

The eternal life Christians now possess would not be altered if they lose it. It is 
the life that is eternal, not the possession of it. The fact that one may leave it behind 
does not alter its intrinsic nature. Possession of eternal life is conditional upon 
walking with God in accordance with His will.

John 10:28-29. The argument on this passage is that no one can snatch any 
of Christ’s sheep from out of the Father’s hand. Therefore, no one who has been 
saved can ever be lost. To answer this argument, it is true that no one is able 
to pluck the saved out of the hand of God unless the person is willing to go. 
Becoming a “sheep” and being placed in the hand of God is conditional. It takes 
hearing Christ (v. 27), believing Christ (v. 26) and following Christ. (v. 27) Remaining 
a “sheep” is likewise conditional. As long as a person remains a faithful follower of 
Christ he “shall never perish” (v. 28) but remember, a sheep can go astray. When a 
person places himself in God’s care and humbly submits to His will, no other person 
or being can tear him from this position. But this passage does not teach that he is 
not able to remove himself from the hand of God by sinning. (cf. Isa. 59:1-2)

Romans 8:35-39. The argument from this text is that nothing can separate the 
elect from the love of God. Therefore, if they cannot be separated from the love 
of God, they can never be lost. In answer to this argument, while it is true that all 
the things named in this passage cannot separate one from the love of Christ, 
but both the Father and the Son love all persons. (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:14). Are all 
people going to be saved? Even Calvinists do not believe that. The passage is not 
speaking of the love Christ has for us but of the love we have for Him. (cf. v. 28)

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past:  
Pence Springs School

PENCE SPRINGS 
W.Va. (WVDN) - I 
was recently talking 
to my cousin Lota 
Skaggs, who lives in 
Riverside Rest. She 
had told me this sto-
ry before, but it is so 
neat and part of Sum-
mers County’s histo-
ry, I just had to tell 
you about it. Not to 
mention, it would be 
unheard of today for 
this to happen with a 
school.

When Lota was a 
child, she attended 
the Pence Springs 
School from the 1st to 
the 8th grade. When 
she was in school 
there, there were four 
grades in each class-
room for each of the 
two teachers. Mrs 
Oma Boyd taught 1st 
through 4th grades, 
and Mr. William Per-
du taught 5th through 
8th and was also the 
principal.

The school did not 
have a large enough 
freezer to store the 
meat for lunch. So it 
was stored at what 
was at that time the 
West Virginia State 
Prison for Women 
and later was re-
turned to its previous 
glory as the Pence 
Springs Hotel by Ash-
by Berkley, a Pence 
Springs native.

Each week, Mr. 
Perdu would select 
students to go with 
him to bring the fro-
zen food back to 
the school so Mrs. 
Lawrence and Mrs. 
Bremer could pre-
pare lunch for the 
students. Mr. Perdu 
would select Lota and 
a few other students 
regularly to go with 
him to the prison 
weekly to go get the 
frozen food so the 
cooks would have it 
on hand to prepare.

She recalls one 
memory of getting to 
go to the prison viv-
idly. There was one 
prisoner there who 

had murdered all of 
her family. And the 
school children found 
out about it. They 
would tell each other 
tales about it to scare 
each other if they 
knew the ones that 
were going that week.

She said the prison-
ers were all nice and 
very friendly. They got 
used to them coming 
each week and would 
have extra cookies, 
apples and orang-
es on hand for them 
to take back to the 
school to share with 
the other students. So 
it was always a treat 
for the kids to either 
get to go to the pris-
on with Mr. Perdu or 
wait to see what they 
would bring back for 
everyone.

One other thing she 
remembers well was 
going to the Pence 
Springs School, which 
made her hate milk to 
this day. The school 
board had contracted 

with local dairies to 
supply the milk to the 
schools in the county. 
The milk that Pence 
Springs would re-
ceive is what the “old 
timers” referred to as 
“Blue John”, which is 
today skim milk.

The milk had the 
cream removed and 
was absent of butter-
fat. It had a slight-
ly blue color to it, 
hence the name “Blue 
John”. She said it had 
an almost burnt taste 
and she could not 
stand it at the time. 
And that taste nev-
er left her and sticks 
in her mind 70-some 
years later. Ha

While on the sub-
ject of Pence Springs 
School and the pris-
on. I remember the 
late Ashby Berkley 
talking about his days 
as a child in Pence 
Springs. His moth-
er, Grace Berkley, 
was employed at the 
prison when he was a 

child.
If the prisoners 

had behaved and 
had a good record, 
they were allowed 
to go down over the 
hill from the prison 
where the flea mar-
ket now is. Here they 
could play ball with 
Ashby and other chil-
dren from the com-
munity. Solitary con-
finement was 4 cells 
on the 3rd floor on 
the flea market side. 

Note these cells are 
still in the building to 

this day and are one 
of the few reminders 
of the hotel’s days as 
a prison.

The prisoners in 
solitary confine-
ment would watch 
the games from the 
window on the 3rd 
floor. They got so 
used to them that 
even though they had 
never physically met 
them, they “adopted” 
them. And during the 
times they were play-
ing ball with the other 
prisoners, they had 
the children’s backs. 
None of the women 
would try to cheat, 
and if they did, they 
knew they had had it 
when they made their 
way back to the pris-
on. Ha

William Jones
Hinton News

Photo provided by William Jones

Photo provided by William Jones
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

Pence Springs 
Flea Market

~ Open Saturday & Sundays ~
Gates Open at 6:00am - 1:00pm
Vendors set up at 4:00am - 5:00am

March 1st - October 31st, 2025

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I read that spong-
es contain micro-
plastics that are 
hazardous to hu-
mans. What about 
cellulose sponges? 
Are they safe to use, 
and are they recy-
clable? Uses Cel-
lulose Sponges

Dear Uses Cel-
lulose Sponges,

Congratulations 
on your choice to 
use cellulose spong-
es instead of plastic 
sponges. Since cel-
lulose sponges are 
made of coniferous 
wood and cotton fi-
bers, they are safe to 
use. Also, cellulose 
sponges are more 
durable than other 
kinds of sponges. 
Although they are 
not recyclable, cel-
lulose sponges are 
100% biodegradable 
and sustainable.

One word of cau-
tion: sponges should 
not be used to wipe 
up raw egg, raw 
meat or other sub-
stances that might 
contain bacteria. 
Cellulose sponges 

can be cleaned with 
an antibacterial 
soap or by putting 
them in the micro-
wave or dishwasher.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

What is single 
stream recycling? Is 
it used at the Recy-
cling Center in Ron-
ceverte? Puzzled 
Recycler

Dear Puzzled 
Recycler,

Single stream re-
cycling, also called 
comingled recy-
cling, was intro-
duced in the mid-
1990s as a way to 
put all recyclables 
in a single bag, with 
no sorting required. 
In other words, all 
paper, metals, plas-
tics, aluminum, 
cardboard, junk 
mail and any other 
recyclables were all 
put in the same bag 
and taken to a recy-
cling center.

Large cities have 
dedicated equip-
ment that sorts all 
these recyclables 
and places them 
in the proper bins. 
However, our Re-

cycling Center 
doesn’t have this 
equipment. Thus, 
any bags of mixed 
recyclables that are 
left at the Center 
must be sent to the 
landfill as the Cen-
ter just doesn’t have 
enough employees 
to sort mixed recy-
clables.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

My printer uses 
long cartridges that 
must be changed 
when one runs out 
of ink. Is it possible 
to recycle these car-
tridges? Printer

Dear Printer,
Recycling print-

er cartridges is 
not only possible, 
it is important, as 
ink and toner car-
tridges are made of 
materials that can 
be harmful to the 
health of humans 
and to the environ-
ment.

When bringing ink 
cartridges to the Re-
cycling Center, put 
them in the yellow 
container that is on 
the porch that has 
the aluminum cans 

sign. Several retail-
ers recycle toner 
cartridges, and oth-
ers will pay you for 
them. Staples, Of-
fice Depot, Walmart 
and Best Buy all 
participate in a free 
drop-off program. 
HP has a recycling 
team that can be 
reached through the 
HP recycling page 
or 1-800-340-2445, 
Monday-Friday, to 
request free box-
es or envelopes for 
returning the car-
tridges to HP.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I have four or 
more boxes of old 
tax and bank type 
papers that need to 
be shredded. Do you 
still do this? Need 
Safe Disposal

Dear Need Safe 
Disposal,

Yes, the Recycling 
Center provides 
this service free of 
charge to everyone. 
When you take your 
papers to the Recy-
cling Center, go to 
the aluminum cans 
door and push the 
button. Someone 

will come to help 
you. Your boxes will 
be immediately tak-
en to a locked room 
with no windows to 
wait until they be-
gin shredding pa-
per. Your shredded 
documents will then 
be mixed with other 
shredded paper, so 
it would be impos-
sible for anyone to 
reassemble them.

Have questions 
about recycling or 
interesting infor-
mation about recy-
cling? Send ques-
tions or requests 
to Recyclelady7@
gmail.com. Dear 
Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Re-
cycling Center and 
Greenworks Recy-
cling.

Dear Recycle Lady
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To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 681.293.1173 681.293.1173 

Or Email tia@wvdn.comOr Email tia@wvdn.com

Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

Applications Being Taken For: 
Greenbrier Terrace Apartments ........ 304-466-0070 
Hedrick House Apartments ................ 304-466-0208 
Summers Landing Apartments .......... 304-466-6432 

TTY/TTD 1-800-982-8771/8772 • TRS: 711 

Apply During Office Hours Only! 
Greenbrier Terrace: Monday, Wednesday 12:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Hedrick House: Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Summers Landing: Monday, Wednesday 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Rents based on income. Rental Assistance is applied, when available, to those who 
qualify. Income limits apply. Summers Landing Apartments for households “62 
years of age or older or handicapped/disabled, regardless of age”. 

HUD Renters May Apply.
“This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer.” To file a complaint of discrimination, 

write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.,
 Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or Call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TTD). 

Photo provided by WVDA

Damaging Boxwood Pest Confirmed in  
West Virginia

CHARLESTON, 
W.Va. (Hinton 
News) – The West 
Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture 
(WVDA) has con-
firmed the pres-
ence of the Box 
Tree Moth (Cydali-
ma perspectalis) in 
Berkeley County, 
marking the first 
detection of the in-
vasive pest in the 
state. Native to East 
Asia, the Box Tree 
Moth (BTM) feeds 
primarily on box-
wood plants (Buxus 
species), a popular 
ornamental shrub 
widely used in land-
scapes across West 
Virginia.

Since its initial 
detection in North 
America near Lake 
Ontario in 2021, 
the pest has rap-
idly spread and is 
now confirmed in 
Delaware, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, 

Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia, and, as of 2025, 
West Virginia.

“This pest poses 
a serious threat to 
boxwood plants, 
which are founda-
tional elements in 
many residential 
and commercial 
landscapes,” said 
Commissioner of 
Agriculture Kent 
Leonhardt. “Early 
detection is critical, 
and we’re asking 
homeowners and 
landscapers to keep 
an eye out and re-
port any suspicious 
damage.”

BTM larvae feed 
on the leaves and 
bark of boxwoods, 
potentially caus-
ing complete de-
foliation and plant 
death. The lime-
green caterpillars 
are small and dif-
ficult to detect in 
early stages, often 
blending in with fo-

liage. Infestations 
may not be notice-
able until signifi-
cant damage has 
occurred.

Signs of infesta-
tion include:

Chewed or miss-
ing leaves,

Presence of small 
green caterpillars,

Webbing on or in-
side the plant,

Bark stripping in 
advanced stages.

The pest can pro-
duce multiple gen-
erations per year, 
compounding the 
damage if left un-
treated.

If caught ear-
ly, BTM can be ef-
fectively managed 
with treatment op-
tions such as Ba-
cillus thuringien-
sis kurstaki (Btk), 
a naturally derived 
pesticide safe for 
use on boxwoods 
and available at 
many garden cen-

ters. Multiple insec-
ticides labeled for 
BTM control may 
also be effective. Al-
ways read and fol-
low all pesticide la-
bel instructions.

Residents who 
suspect their box-
woods may be af-

fected by Box Tree 
Moth are encour-
aged to contact the 
WVDA immediate-
ly for confirmation 
and treatment guid-
ance.

Contact the 
WVDA at: 304-

558-2212 or bug-
busters@wvda.us

For more infor-
mation about the 
Box Tree Moth and 
treatment recom-
mendations, visit 
www.agriculture.
wv.gov.

Join the Three Rivers Youth (TRY) 
Theater Program

SUMMERS COUN-
TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - The Three 
Rivers Youth (TRY) 
Theater program is 
now accepting new 
members. Are you an 
experienced perform-
er? First timer? Are 
you reluctant to get on 

stage, but interested in 
helping backstage with 
props and costumes? 
Are you looking to be 
the star of the show 
or just a background 
character? This group 
is for everyone in 4th 
through 12th grades. 

Their first meeting 

is Aug. 25 at 4:30 p.m. 
at the Memorial Build-
ing, where they will 
read the script for the 
new play, The Dragon’s 
Egg. During that ses-
sion, they will discuss 
who is interested in 
each role or job to sup-
port the actors.

Practices will be ev-
ery Monday from 4:30-
6:30, Sept. 8 to Nov. 3, 
and performance will 
be on Nov. 8 at 7 p.m.

Contact Cheryl Kula 
at cheryl.kula@gmail.
com if you have any 
questions or would like 
to join the program.

WVDNR Partners with MCA 
Youth on Restoration and 

Recreation Projects
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — The 
West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) recently host-
ed the cadets from the 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe 
Academy (MCA) to Pipe-
stem Resort State Park 
for a day of learning and 
activities to celebrate 
their upcoming gradu-
ation and many acts of 
service giving back to the 
community and West 
Virginia’s natural re-
sources.

On June 7, 40 cadets 
participated in a “Buck-
et Brigade” stream res-
toration project at the 
headwaters of the Mid-
dle Fork of the Williams 
River, where they helped 
WVDNR staff and Trout 
Unlimited volunteers 
dump more than 1,000 
buckets (10 tons) of 
limestone gravel in four 
hours. The gravel helps 
improve water quality 
and aquatic habitat for 
native fish species. On 
June 11, the WVDNR 
also hosted a field day for 
78 cadets and 15 MCA 
staff members at Pipes-
tem Resort State Park.

“We’re proud to sup-
port the mission of the 
Mountaineer ChalleNGe 
Academy and help these 
kids become responsible 
young adults who are 
also enthusiastic about 
stewarding West Virgin-
ia’s incredible natural 
resources,” said WVDNR 
Director Brett McMil-
lion.

The WVDNR’s part-
nership with MCA be-
gan in 2009 with hunter 
education classes and 
has since grown into a 
collaboration that spans 
across the agency’s Law 
Enforcement, Wildlife 
Resources and State 
Parks sections. These 
partnerships offer cadets 
hands-on learning expe-
riences that reinforce the 
National Guard Youth 
ChalleNGe Program’s 
eight core components, 
which include academic 
excellence, health and 
hygiene, job skills, lead-
ership, life-coping, phys-
ical fitness, responsible 
citizenship and commu-
nity service.

Beyond this year’s 
stream project and field 
day, cadets have worked 

alongside WVDNR staff 
on several conservation 
and improvement proj-
ects across the state. Past 
efforts include cleanup 
projects at Kanawha 
Falls and Plum Orchard 
Lake, trout fingerling 
stocking and stream 
cleanups in Kanawha 
and Fayette counties and 
the construction of more 
than 60 picnic tables 
now used at West Vir-
ginia State Parks. Cadets 
have also participated in 
guided deer hunts with 
Natural Resources Police 
Officers.

“These experiences 
not only strengthen the 
cadets’ personal devel-
opment but also create 
opportunities for men-
torship and career explo-
ration,” said McMillion. 
“Several graduates of the 
program have gone on to 
pursue careers with the 
WVDNR, inspired by the 
relationships they built 
with agency staff and the 
pride they took in con-
tributing to their state’s 
natural resources.”

The Mountaineer 
ChalleNGe Academy 
is a residential pro-

gram operated by the 
West Virginia National 
Guard, with campuses 
in Preston and Fayette 
counties. Since 1993, 
more than 5,000 West 
Virginia teens have com-
pleted the program, with 
more than 2,000 earn-
ing a high school diplo-
ma. The award-winning 
academy places at-risk 
youth in a structured, 
quasi-military environ-
ment designed to help 
them develop into pro-
ductive, responsible and 
successful members of 
their communities.

To learn more about 
the Mountaineer Chal-
lenge Academy, visit 
wvchallenge.org.


