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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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NINTH DITCH PACIFY FORGETYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After realizing they were missing components 

needed to set up the tent, he — PITCHED A FIT
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Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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GLORY WAFER SHRUNK FABRICYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: What’s a dog’s favorite type of chair? — 

A “BARK-A-LOUNGER”
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The Hillbilly Storyteller: The Frog Croaked to 
Save the Still

The sun came up over 
the mountain top cast-
ing the shadows of three 
men walking on the 
old path heading toward 
the Bunk Flat. They car-
ried parts to a still. Two 
of the men were tall and 
one was short. They 
were all Bragg’s. There 
were two brothers and 
one cousin called “Cuz” 
who was the short one.

Cuz had the hard job 
of setting up the still. 
As they cleaned out the 
spring they heard the 
sounds of an old frog 
croaking. The sound 
took them by surprise. 
Cuz decided to look for 
the old frog but could 
not find it.

They set up the mash 
barrel beside an old 
rotten stump. As they 
were leaving to get the 
corn, barley and yeast 
they heard the croaking 
again of the old frog. 
The tallest of the two 
Bragg brothers said, “I 
will find him it if takes 
all night.” The other 
brother said, “We have 
a long walk to get home 
before dark.” The hunt 
for the frog would have 
to wait.

Next morning a rain 
came. The two brothers 
and Cuz decided to stay 
home and get what they 
needed for tomorrow. 
Cuz got an old canvas 
and a shovel and an axe. 
The two brothers got a 
box of dry kindling for 
tomorrow. The brothers 
said we got to get the 
mash on tomorrow so it 
can be working.

One of the brothers 
said, ”I would like to 
find that croaking frog.”

As very early morning 
came, Cuz was packing 
80 pounds of sugar, 
which is only one-half 
of what was needed 
for a run of shine. Cuz 
covered the sugar with 
the old canvas, and as 
he left, he heard the 
low sound of the frog’s 
croak. He did not have 
time to look for it. As 
Cuz went back for more 
sugar he run into the 
two brothers bringing in 
the corn and barley.

They sat down on an 
old log beside the trail 
and discussed how they 
would get everything 
done. Cuz said he would 
like to get it done in one 
day. The two brothers 
laughed and said, “May-
be and maybe not.”

As Cuz went out of 
sight, the two brothers 
finally got to the still. 
They walked up to the 
spring. The water was 
very clear. The tallest 
brother got him a drink 
of water. As he did he 
heard the old frog croak 
low. He said, “If I had 
my gun and if I could 
find the frog I would 
shoot it.” The other 
brother said, “We got 
too much work to do 
to kill frogs.” The first 
brother laughed and 
said, “You are right.”

The brothers packed 
up a large pile of wood 
for the fire. Then they 
set up rocks to set the 
still on. Then they 
cleared the dead leaves 
and debris from around 
the still.

The two brothers 
knew that Cuz could not 
pack the rest of what it 
took to make the shine.

They went back to 
help him. They met Cuz 

about halfway. They sat 
down on a large rock 
that was covered with 
moss. Cuz took the op-
portunity to lay back on 
the moss. The brothers 
went back to get the 
rest of the makings. Cuz 
headed on to the still.

As Cuz laid down the 
load he was carrying, he 
stepped on a dry limb, 
and as it broke, the old 
frog croaked very loud-
ly. Cuz laughed very 
hard and did it again. 
The old frog croaked. 
Cuz did it for a third 
time,e and the old frog 
croaked again. He said, 
“The brothers will have 
fun with this.”

As morning come, 
Cuz said to the broth-
ers, “Every time I break 
a stick, the frog croaks.” 
The brothers said, 
“Have you lost your 
mind?” Cuz said, “Wait 
and see.”

As they approached 
the still, they were car-
rying the fruit jars, the 
worm and the pot, and 
the thumping keg. They 
had a lot of work ahead 
of them. Cuz picked up a 
stick and broke it.

The old frog gave a 
loud croak. The broth-
ers laughed so hard that 
Cuz thought they would 
cry. They did it several 
times and the old frog 
croaked every time.

But they could not 
find the frog – the rea-
son being that the holler 
had an echo in it.

Cuz said, “We got to 
get back to work.” So 
the brothers finally let 
the frog rest.

They finally got the 
mash barrels put on. 
It takes four days for 
it to work off. After the 

fourth day was up the 
brothers and Cuz and 
the little dog that be-
longed to Cuz all headed 
back to the still.

The little dog had a 
stub tail. It walked on 
three feet. The fourth 
foot had three toes 
missing. Rufus was the 
dog’s name. They had 
Rufus to let them know 
if someone was around 
the still.

They got the still fired 
up, and one of them, 
while they were resting, 
picked up a stick and 
broke it again. Again, 
the old frog croaked on 
cue. And the little dog 
Rufus run around ev-
erywhere trying to find 
what was making the 
croak. The echo again 
kept them from finding 
the frog.

The still began to run 
shine. Every time the 
thumping keg made a 
noise, the frog would 
croak. This went on all 
day. Rufus was like a kid 
looking for the frog.

As evening came, 
Rufus was standing in 
front of an old chestnut 
stump that was decayed. 
He was hopping up and 
down on three legs and 
barking.

One of the brothers 
said, “I see it.” It was 
in the soft dirt in the 
rotten stump. Only its 
eyes could be seen. They 
wanted to be sure it was 
the frog so they broke a 
stick, and sure enough,h 
the frog croaked.

The tall Bragg broth-
er said, “Thank God it’s 
over.” They decided just 
to move the old frog. 
There were a lot of old 
rotten chestnut stumps 
about 200 feet below 

them. They picked out a 
good rotten stump with 
good dirt. They dug a 
hole and took a shovel, 
and moved the old frog 
to his new home.

The still site was si-
lent with no croaking 
of a frog. One of the 
brothers said, “I’m go-
ing to go within 50 feet 
of that frog and break 
me a stick.” The old frog 
croaked very loud.

The shine was done. 
It was all safely in the 
fruit jars. The brothers 
and Cuz started break-
ing down the still. Ru-
fus was busy chasing 
ground squirrels and 
paid no attention to 
anybody.

They had everything 
out but the old bar-
rels and buckets. They 
decided it was getting 
dark, so they would 
come back in the morn-
ing to get the barrels 
and buckets.

The next morning, the 
brothers and Cuz met to 
return to the still. Cuz 

said Rufus’ feet were 
sore from digging out 
ground squirrels. He 
had to be left at home. 
They wished the little 
dog was with them. He 
would let them know if 
anyone was around.

Cuz and the broth-
ers had a secret word 
to holler to let them 
know to run three ways 
if something was not 
right at the still. As Cuz 
and the brothers ap-
proached the still, Cuz 
said the hair on his neck 
was standing up.

Cuz said, “I wish 
Rufus was with us.” 
Suddenly, the old frog 
croaked very loud. One 
of the brothers said 
“rainbow”. All three left 
instantly in three differ-
ent directions.

The moral of the sto-
ry – you can put up with 
a croaking frog better 
than a jail door slam-
ming.
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Trail Building Workshop Empowers Local 
Volunteers in Greenbrier Valley  

GREENBRIER COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) — On 
Saturday, May 31, almost 
20 local volunteers gathered 
for a hands-on workshop 
designed to improve and 
sustain the Greenbrier Val-
ley’s growing trail network. 
The “Intro to Trail Build-
ing” training was presented 
by the West Virginia Uni-
versity Outdoor Economic 
Development Collaborative 
(OEDC) in partnership with 
the Greenbrier Valley Off-
Road Biking Association 
(GVORBA), with support 
from the Greenbrier County 
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau.

Led by OEDC team mem-
bers Richard Edwards and 
Logan Champman, the free 
one-day training drew an 
eager group of communi-
ty members interested in 
learning best practices in 
trail construction and main-
tenance. The morning be-
gan with a classroom-style 
session covering technical 

aspects of trail design and 
maintenance, followed by 
an afternoon of hands-on 
trail work in the Greenbrier 
State Forest. Participants 
rebenched a section of the 

Mabel Dowdy Trail that had 
been damaged by a fallen 
tree - contributing an esti-
mated $1,200 worth of vol-
unteer labor to trail stew-
ardship efforts.

The training reflects 
GVORBA’s mission of “Pi-
oneering Trails, Connecting 
Communities, and Empow-
ering Youth,” as well as OE-
DC’s broader commitment 
to identifying and devel-
oping outdoor recreation 
resources that enhance 
quality of life across West 
Virginia.

GVORBA encourag-
es community members 
to take part in future trail 
workshops and regular vol-
unteer maintenance days 
held in the Greenbrier State 
Forest. Volunteers of all 

experience levels are wel-
come—whether it’s an hour 
or an afternoon, every bit 
of support contributes to a 
stronger, more accessible 

local trail system.
For details on upcom-

ing events, trail projects, or 
ways to get involved, visit 
GVORBA.org.

Photo from the event provided by GVORBA


