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“Juneteenth” A Celebration of Freedom  
and Resilience

WEST VIRGINIA 
(Hinton News) - On 
June 19, the United 
States will again com-
memorate Juneteenth, a 
pivotal holiday and one 
that celebrates the end 
of slavery and honors Af-
rican American history, 
culture, and the ongoing 
struggle for equality.

Juneteenth, a com-
bination of the month 
“June” and day of the 
month “19th,” traces 
its origins to June 19, 
1865, when Union sol-
diers led by Major Gor-
don Granger arrived in 
Galveston, Texas, and 
announced the emanci-

pation of approximately 
250,000 enslaved peo-
ple. More than two years 
after President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation abolished 
the horrid practice in 
Confederate states.

The holiday, now a 
federal observance since 
presidential declaration 
in 2021, represents a 
profound moment of lib-
eration and resilience in 
American history. Major 
General Gordon Grang-
er’s General Order Num-
ber 3 declared all slaves 
in Texas free, triggering 
spontaneous celebra-
tions that would evolve 
into an annual com-

memoration of freedom.
Initially celebrated 

primarily in Texas, June-
teenth spread across the 
United States as African 
Americans migrated and 
shared their celebratory 
traditions. Early obser-
vances featured prayer 
meetings, spiritual sing-
ing, and wearing new 
clothes symbolizing 
newfound freedom.

“Juneteenth marks 
both a long, hard night 
of slavery and subjuga-
tion and a promise of 
a brighter morning to 
come,” President Joe 
Biden said during the 
holiday’s federal recog-
nition ceremony.

The holiday’s signif-
icance extends beyond 
historical remembrance. 
It has been a powerful 
platform for address-
ing systemic racism and 
promoting social justice, 
particularly during piv-
otal moments like the 
Civil Rights Movement 
and the racial reckon-
ings following George 
Floyd’s tragic murder in 
2020.

Typical Juneteenth 
celebrations include 
parades, educational 
events, musical perfor-
mances, and family gath-
erings. A cultural tradi-
tion of the celebration 
involves consuming red 

foods and drinks, sym-
bolizing the blood shed 
during slavery and hon-
oring ancestral strength.

Opal Lee, known as 
the “grandmother of 
Juneteenth,” was instru-
mental in the holiday’s 
national recognition. 
Her decades-long advo-
cacy resulted in the fed-
eral holiday designation, 
transforming what was 
a regional commemora-
tion into a nationwide 
reflection on America’s 
complex history. Mod-
ern Juneteenth obser-
vances blend historical 
remembrance with con-
temporary activism.

Institutions, from 

universities to corpora-
tions, now recognize the 
day as an opportunity 
to discuss racial equity, 
systemic inequalities, 
and paths toward rec-
onciliation. As the Unit-
ed States continues to 
grapple with its legacy of 
slavery and racial injus-
tice, Juneteenth stands 
as a powerful reminder 
of progress achieved and 
challenges remaining. 
This year’s celebrations 
will occur on Thursday, 
June 19, 2025, with 
events planned in cities 
nationwide, continuing 
a tradition of remem-
brance, resilience, and 
hope.

David Hodge
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Impressive Summers County Scholars  
Receive 105 Awards

SUMMERS COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) - 
The Hinton Area Foun-
dation held their annual 
Scholarship Reception on 
Wednesday, May 28, at 
Hinton’s Historic Freight 
Depot. Fifty-six impres-
sive scholars received 
105 scholarship awards 
totaling $142,780.

Campaign 2000 Schol-
arship – Ellie Rhodes (fi-
nal year), Emily Cox (yr. 
3 of 4), Sydney

Farrish (yr. 2 of 4), 
Xena Sears (yr. 1 of 4) 
$1,000 each.

E. Ann Gore Scholar-
ship Fund – Jonah Pugh 
$600.

CHPR Gwinn Family 
Scholarship – Lawson 
Jones, Nathan Tickle 
$3,000 each.

Bill Van Sant Scholar-
ship Fund – Ella McDan-
iel $2,000.

Summers County 
KIDS Fine Arts Schol-
arship Fund – Rhyan 
Eerenberg, Ava Stover 
$1,000 each.

Joyce Jarrell Memorial 
Scholarship Fund – Hal-
lie Rodes, Lauren Foster, 
Kaylee Jones, Candace 
Crawford $1,500 each.

Kiwanis Club of Hin-

ton Scholarship – $500 
(1 of 4 yr. award) Ella 
McDaniel, Gracie Les-
ter, Ava Stover, Madison 
Wykle. $500 (2nd of 4 
yr. award) Sydney Far-
rish, Kaylee Jones. $500 
(3rd of 4 yr. award) Em-
ily Cox, Emily N. Rich-
mond, Sarah Turner. 
$500 (3rd of 3 yr. award) 
Hallie Rodes. $250 (1st 
of 2 yr. award) Avery 
Lilly. $250 (3rd of 4 yr. 
award) Karsynn Davis, 
Harley Ward. $250 (2 
nd of 2 yr. award) Alyvia 
Harvey. $150 (2 nd of 
4 yr. award) Sean Coo-
per, $150 (2 nd of 2 yr. 
award) Brian Cooper.

Dr. J.W. Stokes/Ro-
tary Scholarship Fund 
– Lauren Foster $1,500, 
Sarah Turner $436.

Margaret Peggy Rossi 
Scholarship Fund – Sha-
keela Chapman $1,700.

Joseph M. Plumley/
Rotary Scholarship Fund 
– Bryson Keaton $1,500, 
Sarah Turner $1,064.

Randy “Paul” Martin II 
Scholarship Fund – Wil-
son Sears $700.

William E. “Billy” 
Turner Memorial Fund 
– Matthew Cox $3,000, 
Lydia Richmond $1,000, 

Sarah Turner $1,000.
Hildred Smith Music 

Scholarship – Rhyan Ee-
renberg $3,000.

James & Julia (Brans-
ford) Cox Fund – Gauge 
Thomas $1,000.

William Garten Schol-
arship Fund – John 
Brandon Isaac $3,000.

Gene Fife Scholars 
Fund – Ayden Gardner, 
Michael Ferrell Mann 
$1,000 each.

First United Meth-
odist Church/Eleanor 
Meadows Scholarship 
Fund – Ella McDaniel 
$1,600.

Summers County His-
torical Society Schol-
arship – Nathan Tickle 
$1,000.

Lori & Mitch Bowling 
Student Athletic Schol-
arship Fund – Avery Lil-
ly $1,600.

Dr. Sahib Shammaa 
Memorial Fund – Eli 
Patterson $900.

Burkey & MaryLou 
Lilly Memorial Fund – 
Karsynn Davis, Bruce 
Richmond $2,500 each.

Smith-Willey Schol-
arship Fund – Matthew 
Cox $2,600.

Jones-Willey Scholar-
ship Fund – Kristen Rat-

liff, Sarah Okes $1,250 
each.

Kimberley Anne Ab-
bott Scholarship – Ab-
igayle Persinger $1,800.

William G. & Joyce H. 
Meador Lifelong Learn-
ing Fund – Megan Coo-
per $1,450.

Dr. Matthew Ellison 
Memorial Scholarship – 
Nathaniel Day, Brandon 
Isaac, Avery Lilly, Jacob 
Smith $1,000 each.

First National Bank 
of Hinton Scholarship – 
Marlee Meador $500.

Paul E. Hess Memo-
rial Scholarship – Mat-
thew Cox, Bryson Keaton 
$1,000 each.

Howard Creed Fund 
– Bryson Keaton, Sulli-
van Pivont, Matthew Cox 
$1,200.

Claude Johnson Me-
morial Scholarship – Ste-
phenie Williams $1,500.

National Bank of Sum-
mers Scholarship Fund – 
Gracie Lester $700.

Ralph Jones Scholar-
ship Fund – Matthew 
Cox $2,000.

Lincoln School Schol-
arship Fund – Michael 
Ferrell Mann, Ayden 
Gardner $465 each.

Dr. Joseph F. Marsh, 

Jr. Scholarship Fund 
– John Brandon Isaac 
$1,000.

Jean Dressler Beasley 
Fund – Averee Davis, 
Karsynn Davis, Sophie 
Ford, Harleigh McGraw, 
Marie McKinney, Mol-
ly Mann, Jonah Pugh, 
Kristen Ratliff, Bruce 
Richmond, Xena Sears 
$1,000 each.

Clark Family Schol-
arship – Sophie Ford 
$1,000.

Coach Julian “Buzzy” 
Richmond Memorial 
Fund – Abigayle Pers-
inger $500.

John Henry Historical 
Scholarship – Candace 
Crawford $500.

Robert & Faye Gwinn 
Scholarship fund – Ash-
ley Cooper, Krystina 
Gore, Maggie Gunter, Al-
yvia Harvey, Liv Meador, 
Eli Patterson, Laci Sears 
$1,700 each.

Ellsworth & Beulah 
Hedrick Scholarship 
fund – Emily N. Rich-
mond $1,500.

Marjorie & Lester 
Bowles Family Scholar-
ship Fund – Robert Luke 
Jones $1,000.

John E. & Marjorie 
Burdette Scholarship 

– Abbie Keaton, Xena 
Sears $900 each.

Animal Control $ Wel-
fare Fund – Harleigh 
McGraw, Marie McKin-
ney $500 each.

Mary L. Rogers & Mary 
Doffermeyer Scholarship 
– Gracie Lester $600.

Regina Gwinn Eckle 
Vocational Scholarship – 
Matthew Cox $500.

Darrell K. Cales Trust 
Scholarship – Avery Lil-
ly, Jonah Pugh, Jacob 
Smith, Ava Stover, Ste-
phenie Williams, Sarah 
Okes $5,000 each.

Each scholar, their 
guests, donors and HAF 
board members enjoyed 
a delicious meal catered 
by The Market located 
in Hinton. HAF wishes 
to thank their gener-
ous sponsors: City Na-
tional Bank of Hinton, 
Burke and Herbert Bank 
of Hinton and sever-
al anonymous donors. 
Special appreciation to 
those who volunteered 
to assist in the prepara-
tion and clean-up of the 
event: Jerod Ewing, Aus-
tin Lilly, Melinda Gore, 
Rick Isaac, Robert Luke 
Jones, Avery Lilly, and 
Brandon Isaac.

Community Remembers Doug Skaff Jr. After 
Tragic Lewis County Accident

LEWIS COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 
— West Virginia is 
mourning the loss of 
Doug Skaff Jr., a deep-
ly connected figure in 
both the state’s political 
and media circles, who 
died Tuesday, June 10, 
at the age of 48 follow-
ing a vehicle accident in 
Lewis County. Skaff Jr. 
was widely recognized 
as the president of HD 
Media, which publishes 
the Charleston Gazette, 
and a dedicated board 
member of the West 
Virginia Press Associa-
tion. His career also no-
tably included serving 
as a state delegate.

Details about the ac-
cident, which occurred 
at mile marker 101 on 
I-79 near the Weston 
exit, have not yet been 
released.

The state feels this 

loss deeply, with many 
state representatives is-
suing statements.

House Speaker Rog-
er Hanshaw said, “I am 
sad today. Yesterday 
our state lost a lead-
er, and I lost a friend. 
Doug Skaff and I had 
been friends for over 25 
years. We first met as 
students at WVU when 
he and I were there to-
gether as young men 
straight out of high 
school. Even then we 
would talk about what 
we thought the state of 
West Virginia could be 
and brainstorm ideas 
for making it happen. 
It was among the high-
lights of my profession-
al life having the oppor-
tunity to work with him 
on some of same ideas 
he and I talked about 
over 20 years prior.”

Congressman Riley 
Moore said, “Tonight, 
Mina and I join the 
people of West Virgin-

ia in grieving the loss 
of a true Mountaineer. 
Doug Skaff, my good 
friend, was a West Vir-
ginian through and 
through. From his time 
as Student Body Pres-
ident at West Virginia 
University to his time 
in the West Virginia 
House of Delegates, 
Doug loved our state 
and our people.”

Chairman Mike 
Pushkin, who served 
alongside Skaff in the 
House, shared his con-
dolences, saying, “Doug 
Skaff was more than 
just a colleague; he was 
a friend to many of us, 
even after he left the 
legislature. His humor 
was infectious, and his 
dedication to his fami-
ly, particularly his love 
for his children, was 
evident in everything 
he did. Doug was deep-
ly committed to the 
community—wheth-
er through his public 

service, his entrepre-
neurial spirit, or his 
active community in-
volvement. He leaves 
behind a lasting legacy 
of community fiengage-
ment and dedication, 
and he will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his 
wife Marisa, his chil-
dren Andrew, Elias, 
and Alexander, and his 
many friends.”

Like many newspa-
pers, The Hinton News 
mourns Skaff’s passing. 
His legacy will not be 
forgotten. 

In emergency ser-
vices, there is a tradi-
tion of a “last call.” This 
tradition entails the de-
ceased being called on 
the radio system one 
last time, along with 
a eulogy of sorts and 
the phrase “we’ll take 
it from here.” While 
there is no last call tra-
dition in the newspaper 

industry, I want to in-
clude a variation.

Doug, you will be 
missed by all who knew 
you. We will all carry 
on with the business of 
news and look back on 
the example you set for 

us all. May press across 
the state remember 
your efforts and work to 
keep newspapers alive 
and delivering factual, 
unbiased news. May 
you rest in peace. We 
will take it from here.

Rebecca Stalnaker
Hinton News

Doug Skaff Jr.
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Men’s Mental Health Month Brings Awareness 
to a Growing Crisis

WEST VIRGINIA 
(Hinton News) - As 
June gets underway, 
health officials and ad-
vocacy groups across 
the country are rec-
ognizing Men’s Men-
tal Health Month, a 
nationwide effort to 
spotlight an often-over-
looked public health 
crisis.

Suicide remains one 
of the leading causes 
of death among men in 
the United States. Ac-
cording to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, more than 

39,000 men died by 
suicide in 2022, mak-
ing up nearly 80% of 
all suicide deaths. That 
amounts to an average 
of 107 suicides per day, 
or about one every 13 
minutes. Each month 
an estimated 3,273 men 
die by suicide.

The risk is highest 
among younger men. 
For males ages 18 to 34, 
suicide is the second 
leading cause of death. 
White men account 
for nearly 70% of male 
suicide deaths, though 
suicide rates are in-
creasing among Black, 
Latino and Indigenous 

men as well.
Experts say stigma, 

lack of access to men-
tal health care and so-
cial pressure to appear 
strong and self-reliant 
are major barriers that 
prevent men from seek-
ing help.

The National Insti-
tute of Mental Health 
estimates that about 6 
million men in the U.S. 
experience depression 
each year. Yet, research 
shows men are signifi-
cantly less likely than 
women to receive a di-
agnosis or seek treat-
ment.

Mental health profes-

sionals point to a range 
of contributing factors, 
including untreated 
mental illness, finan-
cial stress, substance 
use and social isolation. 
Men are also more like-
ly to use highly lethal 
means, such as fire-
arms, when attempting 
suicide.

In response, national 
organizations including 
the Movember Foun-
dation, Mental Health 
America and the Na-
tional Alliance on Men-
tal Illness are using the 
month of June to pro-
mote public education, 
increase outreach and 

encourage open con-
versations about men-
tal health.

Some efforts include 
community forums, 
media campaigns and 
expanded access to tele-
health services tailored 
specifically for men. 
Workplaces, schools 
and faith-based orga-
nizations are also being 
encouraged to take part 
in destigmatizing men-
tal health support.

Health advocates say 
long-term solutions 
must include increas-
ing funding for mental 
health services, im-
proving insurance cov-

erage and addressing 
shortages of culturally 
competent care provid-
ers. They also call for 
greater attention to the 
unique needs of men in 
rural and underserved 
communities.

The 988 Suicide & 
Crisis Lifeline is avail-
able 24/7 by phone or 
text for anyone in emo-
tional distress. Calls are 
free and confidential.

Men’s Mental Health 
Month aims to break 
the silence and send 
a clear message: It’s 
OK to ask for help and 
no one should have to 
struggle alone.

Joshua Lambert
Hinton News
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Friends of the Summers County Library Set to 

Host Annual Golf Tournament
SUMMERS COUN-

TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - The Summers 
County Friends of the 
Public Library are 

having their annual 
golf tournament. It is 
on Sunday, June 22, 
at 1 p.m. Golfers can 
pre-register by calling 

Willowwood Country 
Club at 304-466-3220.

This event provides 
extra funds to the li-
brary for such items 

as bookmobile main-
tenance, summer read-
ing programs, book 
discussions, etc. The 
Friends are a volunteer 

organization that sup-
ports the library in its 
endeavors.

The Friends meet on 
a quarterly basis at the 

library and welcome 
new volunteers; just 
fill out the form at the 
library or message the 
Facebook page.

Eastern recognizes Summers County student for 
spring semester honors

SUMMERS COUN-
TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - A Summers 
County resident 
achieved academic 
honors during the 
Spring 2025 semes-

ter at Eastern West 
Virginia Community 
and Technical Col-
lege.

Earning President’s 
List honors, which re-
quires completing 12 

or more credit hours 
this spring with a 4.0 
grade point average, 
was county resident 
Ashley Lucas. 

Eastern West Vir-
ginia Community 

and Technical Col-
lege, based in Moore-
field, serves six ru-
ral counties in West 
Virginia’s Potomac 
Highlands by offer-
ing affordable ac-

ademic programs, 
including five online 
degrees, early enroll-
ment courses for high 
school students, and 
a variety of flexible 
workforce trainings. 

Eastern is accredited 
by the Higher Learn-
ing Commission. 
For more informa-
tion, visit easternwv.
edu or call 304-434-
8000.

Warrants issued in relation to fight after Woodrow 
Wilson High School graduation 

BECKLEY W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Depu-
ty Chief David S. Allard 
with the Beckley Police 
Department released 
the following informa-
tion regarding the fight 
that broke out at the 
Woodrow Wilson High 
School graduation:

“The Beckley Police 
Department would like 
to update the public 
regarding the fight that 
occurred following the 
Woodrow Wilson High 
School Graduation on 
Saturday, May 31, 2025, 
at the Beckley Raleigh 
County Convention 
Center. The results of 
the investigation deter-
mined that this incident 
stemmed from an on-

going dispute between 
several of the individu-
als involved. A firearm 
was recovered from one 
of the individuals at the 
time of the incident, 
however, the firearm 
was never brandished 
during the altercation. 
Possession of a firearm 
during a school spon-
sored event is illegal 
regardless of where the 
event occurs.” 

“Today, June 5, 2025, 
felony and misdemean-
or warrants were issued 
by Magistrate Timothy 
P. Deems for the follow-
ing individuals:”

• Jalen Marquis 
Cook (19) – Charged 
with: Felony Posses-
sion of a deadly weap-

on on premises of a 
school-sponsored func-
tion 

• Tayvon Anthony 
Morris (21) – Charged 
with: Battery

• Stephon Tyreese 
Yancy (18) – Charged 
with: Battery

• Tommy Lee Payton 
III (18) – Charged with: 
Battery

• Tytus Ira Mason (21) 
– Charged with: Battery 

• Ty’Lai Khalis Kim-
ble (21) - Charged with: 
Battery

• Zachary Lee Pen-
nington (18) - Charged 
with: Battery

• Brandon Jerrell 
Burks Jr. (18) - Charged 
with: Battery

• Latrael Decors Hair-

ston (19) - Charged 
with: Battery

• Madix Caiden Preast 
(18) - Charged with: 
Battery

** All subjects are 
presumed innocent 
until proven guilty in a 
court of law. **

“Chief Bailey would 
like to commend 
WWHS School Re-
source Officer, Lt. Wall 
on his efforts during 
this investigation.”

“The Beckley Police 
Department would ask 
that all subjects listed 
above turn themselves 
in at the Beckley Po-
lice Department. If a 
member of the public 
has information on the 
whereabouts of any of 

the wanted subjects, 
contact the Beckley 
Police Department at 
304-256-1720 or Crime 
Stoppers of West Vir-

ginia via their free P3 
Tips mobile applica-
tion.”

New River CTC Announces New Heavy 
Equipment Operation Programs

GHENT, W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) — New River 
Community and Techni-
cal College has announced 
the addition of new Heavy 
Equipment Operation 
training programs to its 
growing list of workforce 
and academic offerings. 
These programs are de-
signed to meet the increas-
ing demand for skilled 
equipment operators in 
West Virginia’s construc-
tion, excavation, and site 
development industries.

The new programs in-
clude a Certificate of Ap-
plied Science (CAS), an 
Advanced Skill Set Cer-
tificate (ASSC), and a 15-
week non-credit work-
force training option, 
giving students multiple 
pathways to gain in-de-
mand skills and launch 
high-wage careers.

The Heavy Equip-
ment Operations CAS is 
a two-semester, 30-cred-
it-hour program that 
provides comprehensive 
hands-on training in the 
operation of dozers, skid 
steers, mini excavators, 
and backhoes. Students 
will also complete essen-

tial coursework in equip-
ment maintenance, site 
assessment, and safety 
practices that align with 
OSHA standards. As part 
of the program, students 
will receive Commercial 
Driver’s License (CDL) 
Training, further increas-
ing their employability 
and meeting a critical in-
dustry need.

This option is ideal for 
individuals looking to 
enhance or refresh their 
skills in a short amount of 
time.

Additionally, New Riv-
er CTC offers a 15-week, 

non-credit workforce 
training program in heavy 
equipment operations. 
This option is tailored for 
individuals seeking fo-
cused, career-ready train-

ing without pursuing a 
formal academic creden-
tial.

For more information 
or to apply, visit www.ne-
wriver.edu today.



Series On Calvinism (Part 20)
Perseverance of the Saints

(Last week we began looking at the last tenet of Calvinism, perseverance of the saints. 
We looked at a couple of quotes concerning the doctrine from those who support it. Today 
we will look at one more such quote and then we will see how the doctrine of imputation has 
influenced this idea of perseverance of the saints.)

by Gene Taylor
Sam Morris, a Baptist preacher, adds, “All the prayers a man may pray, all the 

Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may 
attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances 
he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform 
will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit, from idolatry 
to murder, will not make his soul in any more danger.…The way a man lives has 
nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul.” (Do a Christian’s Sins Damn 
His Soul?)

The Calvinistic Doctrine of Imputation
The doctrine of Perseverance of the Saints is based upon the false assumption 

that the elect sinner is clothed in the personal righteousness of Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, when God looks at him, He does not see the sins of the elect one, rather 
He sees the perfection of Jesus. Thus, one does not have to be concerned with 
doing righteousness if he is one whom God has elected to save.

To impute is “to credit to a person or a cause…to credit by transferal.” (Webster’s 
Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, p. 421). Calvinists believe the guilt of Adam’s 
sin was imputed to the whole human race—that all are sinners by virtue of the fact 
that being descendants of Adam they inherited the guilt of his sin. The remedy 
Calvinists offer for imputed sin is a second imputation. The perfect life of Christ is 
imputed to the elect sinner. God, in viewing that individual, only sees the personal 
righteousness of Jesus, not the sins of the sinner. This allows the elect one to 
continue to sin because Christ lived a sinless life in his stead and the innocence of 
Christ now clothes him. He is relieved of any responsibility for living a godly life. He 
does not even have to correct his wrongs because he will not be judged by his own 
actions but by the perfect life Jesus lived.

John Calvin, speaking on imputation, said, “…I answer, that the grace which 
they call accepting, is nothing else than the free goodness with which the Father 
embraces us in Christ when he clothes us with the innocence of Christ, and accepts 
it as ours, so that in consideration of it he regards us as holy, pure and innocent. 
For the righteousness of Christ (as it alone is perfect, so it alone can stand the 
scrutiny of God) must be sisted for us, and as a surety represent us judicially.…Our 
imperfection and purity, covered with this purity, are not imputed, but are as it were 
buried, so as not to come under judgment until the hour arrive when the old man 
being destroyed, and plainly extinguished in us, the divine goodness shall receive 
us into beatific peace with the new Adam, there to await the day of the Lord, on 
which, being clothed with incorruptible bodies, we shall be translated to the glory of 
the heavenly kingdom.” (Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book III, p. 82)

Copyright © 2022 David Padfield Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com
(Next week we will continue exploring the doctrine of imputation and then begin 

looking at proof texts used by Calvinists to support the idea of perseverance of the 
saints.)
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Students Honored at Golden Horseshoe Ceremonies
C H A R L E S T O N 

W.Va. (Hinton 
News) – The West 
Virginia Depart-
ment of Education 
(WVDE) recognized 
223 8th-grade stu-
dents from West 
Virginia middle 
schools, public 
charter schools and 
the West Virginia 
Schools for the Deaf 
and the Blind as 
2025 Knights of the 
Golden Horseshoe 
today at the West 
Virginia Culture 
Center in Charles-
ton. These top-scor-
ing students were 
honored during 
three recognition 
ceremonies.

The WVDE in-
ducted the students 
as part of the 309th 
anniversary of the 
Golden Horseshoe 
legacy, recognizing 
them for their exten-
sive knowledge of 
West Virginia histo-
ry and culture. The 

annual test, given 
to every 8th-grade 
student, spotlights 
Mountain State civ-
ics, government, ge-
ography and numer-
ous other categories. 
These newly in-
ducted knights will 
join the more than 
15,000 students who 
have received this 
prestigious honor.

“The Golden 
Horseshoe allows 
West Virginia stu-
dents to be recog-
nized for their in-
credible academic 
prowess and enthu-
siastic pride in the 
Mountain State,” 
said State Superin-
tendent of Schools 
Michele L. Blatt. 
“Our history and 
culture continue to 
flourish as the next 
generation of Moun-
taineers share their 
knowledge as am-
bassadors of West 
Virginia.”

In addition to 

student recipients, 
WVDE Director of 
Student Enrichment 
Joey Wiseman was 
inducted as an hon-
orary Knight of the 
Golden Horseshoe. 
His unyielding sup-
port of students and 
unwavering dedica-
tion to achievement 
exemplify the spirit 
and purpose of the 
Order of the Golden 
Horseshoe.

The Golden Horse-
shoe legacy dates 
back to 1716 when 
Governor of the Vir-
ginia Colony Alexan-
der Spotswood orga-
nized and recognized 
a delegation of men 
to explore the land 
west of the Alleghe-
ny Mountains (most 
of which is now West 
Virginia). He pre-
sented each with a 
small golden horse-
shoe to commemo-
rate their bravery in 
crossing the moun-
tain. The Golden 

Horseshoe remains 
the longest-running 
program of its kind 
in the country, with 
annual state recog-

nitions dating back 
to 1931.

View the complete 
list of 2025 Gold-
en Horseshoe win-

ners and learn more 
about the event by 
visiting the program 
page on the WVDE 
website.

Students knighted into the Order of the Golden 
Horseshoe during Ceremony 1
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: C.W. 

Garten Medication Sales
FOREST HILL 

W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - This 
week’s piece is 
going to be a bit 
“lackluster” in re-
gards to the histo-
ry of this specific 
piece. However, I 
felt compelled to 
tell you the little 
bit I know about 
this piece in hopes 
that you may be 
able to fill in the 
other aspects 
around it. After 
more than 2 years 
of writing this 
series, I haven’t 
told much about 
the section of 
Summers County 
where Forest Hill 
is located.

Other than the 
original Civil War 

monument un-
veiling ceremony, 
my Great Great 
Great Grandfa-
ther Jesse W. 
Thompson was in, 
I just don’t have 
much in my col-
lection from this 
area. While go-
ing through some 
boxes I have in 
storage with all of 
my old local doc-
uments in (and I 
have a lot), I ran 
across this piece. I 
purchased it years 
ago in a box lot at 
a local auction.

It is an early 
1900s advertising 
pamphlet from a 
general store that 
used to be in For-
est Hill. It reads, 
“Medicines Ad-
vertised in this 
Pamphlet are for 

sale by C.W. Gar-
ten, Forest Hill, 
West Virginia.” 
It doesn’t flat out 
call it a store, but 
based on the fact 
that it advertises 
medicine and the 
few little articles I 
found in the news-
paper archives, 
it can be deter-
mined that C.W. 
Garten owned and 
operated a store.

It further reads, 
“Dry Goods, Gro-
ceries, Hard-
ware, Medicines, 
Hats, Caps, Boots, 
Shoes and Ready-
Made Clothing 
Country Produce 
Bought and Sold. 
We --- --- --- is ev-
erything you used. 
Our prices are the 
lowest.” The first 
section of the bot-

tom line is illegi-
ble.

This store is one 
of the earliest and 
farthest business-
es in this section 
of the county that 
I have ever found. 
I know there must 
have been ones 
prior to, but I have 
yet to run across 
anything regard-
ing any others. 
Ballard, being the 
next town past it 
towards Virginia, 
had the old gener-
al store in opera-
tion in town until 
recent years when 
it burned down. 
Citizens in this 
area of the county 
could have done 
their shopping at 
either store before 
crossing the bor-
der to Virginia.”

William Jones
Hinton News

Photo provided by William Jones
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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NINTH DITCH PACIFY FORGETYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After realizing they were missing components 

needed to set up the tent, he — PITCHED A FIT

Ans.
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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GLORY WAFER SHRUNK FABRICYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: What’s a dog’s favorite type of chair? — 

A “BARK-A-LOUNGER”

 -



Pence Springs 
Flea Market

~ Open Saturday & Sundays ~
Gates Open at 6:00am - 1:00pm
Vendors set up at 4:00am - 5:00am

March 1st - October 31st, 2025

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Summers County Schools will be destroying all 

special education student records that have been 
inactive for at least 6 years, through June 1, 2019.

If you wish to obtain a copy of your special 
education records, please send a written request 
before August 31, 2025 to: 

Linda D. Knott, Ed.D.
Director of Student Services
Summers County Schools

418 Temple Street
Hinton, WV  25951

304-466-6000

Cordially,
Linda D. Knott
Director of Student Services

Miller, Veasey, Graves, and Carter Reintroduce the 
Community Training, Education, and Access for 

Medical Students Act
W A S H I N G T O N , 

D.C. (Hinton News) 
- Congresswoman 
Carol Miller (R-WV), 
and Congressmen 
Marc Veasey (D-TX), 
Sam Graves (R-MO), 
and Troy Carter (D-
LA), reintroduced the 
Community Train-
ing, Education, and 
Access for Medical 
Students (TEAMS) 
Act. The Community 
TEAMS Act creates a 
Health Resources and 
Services Administra-
tion (HRSA) grant 
program that would 
provide communi-
ty-based training for 
medical students in 
rural and medically 
underserved commu-
nities. 

“Americans in rural 
communities deserve 
the same quality of 
health care treatment 
as patients in more 
populated areas. The 
Community TEAMS 
Act gives medical stu-
dents the ability to 
adapt to medical chal-
lenges that may arise 
while serving in rural 
communities and pro-
vides them with op-
portunities to practice 
medicine in the rural 
workforce. By train-
ing medical students 
in underserved areas 
of our country, we are 
laying the foundation 
for better health care 
in the U.S.,” said Con-
gresswoman Miller.

“In communities 
across the DFW area 
and throughout Tex-
as, where many fam-
ilies rely on Federal-
ly Qualified Health 
Centers (FQHCs) for 
essential care, we 
need more medical 
professionals who 
are trained and ready 
to meet the needs of 
underserved popu-
lations. I am proud 
to help introduce the 
Community TEAMS 
Act, which will ensure 
that medical students 
gain the communi-
ty-based training they 
need to serve com-
munities like ours. By 
expanding medical 
training opportuni-
ties, we can improve 

health outcomes and 
make sure every pa-
tient, regardless of ZIP 
code or income, has 
access to high-quality 
care,” said Congress-
man Veasey.

“Being a doctor in 
a rural area provides 
a unique set of chal-
lenges. That’s why it’s 
critical our medical 
students have access 
to rural clinical set-
tings, so they get the 
on-the-job training 
necessary to provide 
exceptional care to 
rural Americans. The 
Community Training, 
Education, Access for 
Medical Students Act 
does exactly that and 
I’m proud help intro-
duce it,” said Con-
gressman Graves.

“I’m proud to rein-
troduce the bipartisan 
Community TEAMS 
Act because I’m com-
mitted to strength-
ening our healthcare 
workforce and ensur-
ing access to quality 
care for every commu-
nity. This bill will ex-
pand clinical training 
in rural and under-
served areas—where 
care is essential and 
where students can 
make the greatest 
impact. By forging 
partnerships between 
medical schools and 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
clinics, we are address-
ing provider shortag-
es and investing in a 
healthcare system that 
reflects the people it 
serves. This is how we 
build a stronger, more 
equitable future in 
healthcare,” said Con-
gressman Carter

The Community 
TEAMS Act is sup-
ported by the Amer-
ican Association of 
Colleges of Osteopath-
ic Medicine (AACOM), 
the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic 
Medicine (WVSOM), 
the Association of 
American Medical 
Colleges (AAMC), and 
the National Rural 
Health Association 
(NRHA):

“The American As-
sociation of Colleges 
of Osteopathic Med-

icine applauds Rep-
resentatives Miller, 
Veasey, Graves and 
Carter for reintroduc-
ing the Community 
TEAMS Act. We need 
more medical school 
rotations in rural com-
munities, as students 
who train in these ar-
eas are nearly three 
times more likely to 
return and serve them 
as physicians. With 64 
percent of colleges of 
osteopathic medicine 
requiring clinical rota-
tions in rural and un-
derserved areas, this 
bill is a vital step to-
ward expanding rural 
training opportuni-
ties, strengthening the 
physician workforce 
and improving health-
care access in com-
munities that need it 
most,” said Robert A. 
Cain, DO, President 
and CEO of AACOM.

“On behalf of the 
West Virginia School 
of Osteopathic Medi-
cine (WVSOM) and the 
osteopathic medical 
community, I applaud 
Representatives Carol 
Miller, Marc Veasey, 
Sam Graves, and Troy 
Carter for champion-
ing the Community 
TEAMS Act. A long-
time champion of 

WVSOM, osteopathic 
medicine and rural 
health care, Rep. Carol 
Miller recognizes the 
importance of provid-
ing medical students 
with clinical training 
in community-based 
settings to ensure 
they understand the 
unique healthcare 
needs of rural and 
underserved popu-
lations. Rep. Miller 
knows this training 
also addresses our 
physician workforce 
shortage by increasing 
the probability these 
students will practice 
in the communities 
after graduation. Rep. 
Miller is a Congres-
sional leader who un-
derstands the needs of 
her constituents and 
rural regions of this 
country. WVSOM and 
our students thank 
her for working to ad-
vance this critical leg-
islation and support 
medical education,” 
said James W. Nemitz, 
Ph.D., President of the 
West Virginia School 
of Osteopathic Medi-
cine.

“The AAMC proud-
ly supports the Com-
munity TEAMS Act, 
which takes a vital 
step toward strength-

ening the physician 
workforce by expand-
ing clinical training in 
rural and underserved 
areas. This emphasis 
on the workforce is 
important and neces-
sary now more than 
ever. We thank Repre-
sentatives Carol Mill-
er, Marc Veasey, Sam 
Graves, and Troy Car-
ter for their leadership 
on this critical legis-
lation that will help 
ensure future physi-
cians are prepared to 
serve communities 
where they are need-
ed most,” said Dan-
ielle Turnipseed, JD, 
MHSA, MPP, Chief 
Public Policy Officer, 
Association of Amer-
ican Medical Colleges 
(AAMC). 

“The National Ru-
ral Health Associ-
ation thanks Rep-
resentatives Miller, 
Veasey, Graves, and 
Carter for their intro-
duction of the Com-
munity TEAMS Act. 
We know that where 
medical students ro-
tate and train influ-

ences their decision of 
where they ultimately 
practice, making ex-
posure to rural com-
munity-based settings 
key to recruiting and 
retaining a robust 
physician workforce. 
We applaud the Rep-
resentatives for creat-
ing new opportunities 
for medical students 
to gain valuable rural 
outpatient experience 
during their academ-
ic careers,” said Alan 
Morgan, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, NRHA.

Background:
The HRSA grant 

program under the 
Community TEAMS 
Act will fund med-
ical school clinical 
rotations in rural 
and underserved ar-
eas.

75% of medical 
schools report con-
cerns of having only 
a few training sites 
in rural communi-
ties across the coun-
try.
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Dear Recycle 
Lady,

What is greenwash-
ing and who does it? 
Newspaper Reader

Dear Newspaper 
Reader,

Greenwashing, also 
called green marketing, 
is a form of marketing 
used by companies to 
make their company or 
their products appear to 
be more environmen-
tally friendly than they 
are, or that a sustain-
able change has been 
made in their products. 
Since consumers are 
beginning to be more 
eco-friendly and are 
willing to pay a little 
more for eco-friendly 
products and packag-
ing, some companies 
are using greenwashing 
to increase their profits. 
Words such as natural, 
nontoxic, environmen-
tally friendly, green, 
sustainable, naturally 
derived, low carbon and 
net-zero are used in ad-
vertising and packaging 
to convince the buyer 

that their product is 
eco-friendly.

Earth.com says that 
“greenwashing is a 
harmful and deceitful 
way of advertising that 
a company is more sus-
tainable than it actually 
is,” and they list 10 com-
panies that have been 
caught greenwashing 
in various ways. The 10 
companies on their list 
are Volkswagen (cheat-
ed on results of carbon 
emissions tests), BP 
(advertised low-car-
bon energy products 
when 96% of its annual 
spending is on oil and 
gas), ExxonMobil (ad-
vertising suggested that 
its experimental algae 
biofuels could one day 
reduce transport emis-
sions when 2025 emis-
sion reduction targets 
do not include the vast 
majority of these emis-
sions), Nestle (stated 
that it would have pack-
aging that was 100% re-
cyclable or reuseable, 
but no progress made 
in doing so), Coca-Cola 

(falsely advertised that 
it is eco-friendly and 
sustainable. Named the 
largest plastic polluter 
in the world, along with 
Nestle and PepsiCo.), 
Starbucks (released 
a straw-less lid that 
contained more plas-
tic than the old lid and 
straw combination), 
IKEA (linked with ille-
gal logging in Ukraine - 
greenwashes the timber 
industry), Plastic Bottle 
Water Companies (bot-
tles labeled “natural”), 
Major Banks, including 
JP Morgan, Citibank, 
Bank of America, Wells 
Fargo, Goldman Sachs, 
Barclays and Deut-
sche Bank (Issued new 
“green investment op-
portunities” yet lending 
huge sums to industries 
that contribute the most 
to global warming, and 
boasting they are lead-
ers in being green), Fast 
Fashion Brands and 
clothing industry (80% 
of discarded textiles go 
to the landfill). Numer-
ous other companies 

have been found guilty 
of greenwashing but 
are not on this particu-
lar list.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I have a tape measure 
that used to automat-
ically return the tape 
into the housing. How-
ever, the retraction fea-
ture no longer works, so 
I am left with a 6-foot-
long piece of metal. Can 
this metal tape measure 
be recycled? Measure-
ment too Long

Dear Measure-
ment too Long,

If your metal measur-
ing tape is disconnect-
ed from its housing, the 
metal tape will recycle. 
However, if the metal 
tape is still connected 
to the plastic housing, it 
is not recyclable as the 
plastic housing is not 
recyclable.

The Recycling Center 
accepts most kinds of 
metal. However, small 
pieces of metal such 
as small metal caps, 
screws, and nails are 

not accepted as they 
cause problems with 
the baling equipment.

Boggs Recycling in 
Caldwell does accept 
these small pieces of 
metal. Metal clothes 
hangers are not ac-
cepted for the same 
reason. Take them to 
the Greenbrier Valley 
Cleaners across the 
street from the Green-
brier Motors in Fairlea. 
They accept all hangers 
and reuse them.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

When is World Ocean 
Day? Celebrate the 
Ocean

Dear Celebrate the 
Ocean,

World Ocean Day is 
an international day 
that is celebrated on 
June 8 each year! It was 
first proposed in 1992 
at the UN Conference 
on Environment and 
Development in Rio de 
Janeiro. It was officially 
recognized by the Unit-
ed Nations in 2008. 
Each year a new theme 

is proposed. This year’s 
theme was “Sustaining 
the Wonder That Sus-
tains Us.” According to 
igas.int, “World Ocean 
Day is a platform to 
raise awareness of the 
destructive impacts 
of human activities — 
from pollution to over-
fishing — and to galva-
nize a global movement 
for ocean stewardship. 
It’s a day to inform, mo-
bilize, and unite people 
around the sustainable 
management of marine 
ecosystem.”

Kudos to all our re-
cyclers – The Green-
brier Recycling Center 
shipped out 77 tons of 
recyclable materials 
this month!

Have questions about 
recycling or interest-
ing information about 
recycling? Send ques-
tions or requests to 
Recyclelady7@gmail.
com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Recy-
cling Center and Green-
works Recycling.

Dear Recycle Lady
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The Hillbilly Storyteller: The Frog Croaked to 
Save the Still

The sun came up over 
the mountain top cast-
ing the shadows of three 
men walking on the 
old path heading toward 
the Bunk Flat. They car-
ried parts to a still. Two 
of the men were tall and 
one was short. They 
were all Bragg’s. There 
were two brothers and 
one cousin called “Cuz” 
who was the short one.

Cuz had the hard job 
of setting up the still. 
As they cleaned out the 
spring they heard the 
sounds of an old frog 
croaking. The sound 
took them by surprise. 
Cuz decided to look for 
the old frog but could 
not find it.

They set up the mash 
barrel beside an old 
rotten stump. As they 
were leaving to get the 
corn, barley and yeast 
they heard the croaking 
again of the old frog. 
The tallest of the two 
Bragg brothers said, “I 
will find him it if takes 
all night.” The other 
brother said, “We have 
a long walk to get home 
before dark.” The hunt 
for the frog would have 
to wait.

Next morning a rain 
came. The two brothers 
and Cuz decided to stay 
home and get what they 
needed for tomorrow. 
Cuz got an old canvas 
and a shovel and an axe. 
The two brothers got a 
box of dry kindling for 
tomorrow. The brothers 
said we got to get the 
mash on tomorrow so it 
can be working.

One of the brothers 
said, ”I would like to 
find that croaking frog.”

As very early morning 
came, Cuz was packing 
80 pounds of sugar, 
which is only one-half 
of what was needed 
for a run of shine. Cuz 
covered the sugar with 
the old canvas, and as 
he left, he heard the 
low sound of the frog’s 
croak. He did not have 
time to look for it. As 
Cuz went back for more 
sugar he run into the 
two brothers bringing in 
the corn and barley.

They sat down on an 
old log beside the trail 
and discussed how they 
would get everything 
done. Cuz said he would 
like to get it done in one 
day. The two brothers 
laughed and said, “May-
be and maybe not.”

As Cuz went out of 
sight, the two brothers 
finally got to the still. 
They walked up to the 
spring. The water was 
very clear. The tallest 
brother got him a drink 
of water. As he did he 
heard the old frog croak 
low. He said, “If I had 
my gun and if I could 
find the frog I would 
shoot it.” The other 
brother said, “We got 
too much work to do 
to kill frogs.” The first 
brother laughed and 
said, “You are right.”

The brothers packed 
up a large pile of wood 
for the fire. Then they 
set up rocks to set the 
still on. Then they 
cleared the dead leaves 
and debris from around 
the still.

The two brothers 
knew that Cuz could not 
pack the rest of what it 
took to make the shine.

They went back to 
help him. They met Cuz 

about halfway. They sat 
down on a large rock 
that was covered with 
moss. Cuz took the op-
portunity to lay back on 
the moss. The brothers 
went back to get the 
rest of the makings. Cuz 
headed on to the still.

As Cuz laid down the 
load he was carrying, he 
stepped on a dry limb, 
and as it broke, the old 
frog croaked very loud-
ly. Cuz laughed very 
hard and did it again. 
The old frog croaked. 
Cuz did it for a third 
time,e and the old frog 
croaked again. He said, 
“The brothers will have 
fun with this.”

As morning come, 
Cuz said to the broth-
ers, “Every time I break 
a stick, the frog croaks.” 
The brothers said, 
“Have you lost your 
mind?” Cuz said, “Wait 
and see.”

As they approached 
the still, they were car-
rying the fruit jars, the 
worm and the pot, and 
the thumping keg. They 
had a lot of work ahead 
of them. Cuz picked up a 
stick and broke it.

The old frog gave a 
loud croak. The broth-
ers laughed so hard that 
Cuz thought they would 
cry. They did it several 
times and the old frog 
croaked every time.

But they could not 
find the frog – the rea-
son being that the holler 
had an echo in it.

Cuz said, “We got to 
get back to work.” So 
the brothers finally let 
the frog rest.

They finally got the 
mash barrels put on. 
It takes four days for 
it to work off. After the 

fourth day was up the 
brothers and Cuz and 
the little dog that be-
longed to Cuz all headed 
back to the still.

The little dog had a 
stub tail. It walked on 
three feet. The fourth 
foot had three toes 
missing. Rufus was the 
dog’s name. They had 
Rufus to let them know 
if someone was around 
the still.

They got the still fired 
up, and one of them, 
while they were resting, 
picked up a stick and 
broke it again. Again, 
the old frog croaked on 
cue. And the little dog 
Rufus run around ev-
erywhere trying to find 
what was making the 
croak. The echo again 
kept them from finding 
the frog.

The still began to run 
shine. Every time the 
thumping keg made a 
noise, the frog would 
croak. This went on all 
day. Rufus was like a kid 
looking for the frog.

As evening came, 
Rufus was standing in 
front of an old chestnut 
stump that was decayed. 
He was hopping up and 
down on three legs and 
barking.

One of the brothers 
said, “I see it.” It was 
in the soft dirt in the 
rotten stump. Only its 
eyes could be seen. They 
wanted to be sure it was 
the frog so they broke a 
stick, and sure enough,h 
the frog croaked.

The tall Bragg broth-
er said, “Thank God it’s 
over.” They decided just 
to move the old frog. 
There were a lot of old 
rotten chestnut stumps 
about 200 feet below 

them. They picked out a 
good rotten stump with 
good dirt. They dug a 
hole and took a shovel, 
and moved the old frog 
to his new home.

The still site was si-
lent with no croaking 
of a frog. One of the 
brothers said, “I’m go-
ing to go within 50 feet 
of that frog and break 
me a stick.” The old frog 
croaked very loud.

The shine was done. 
It was all safely in the 
fruit jars. The brothers 
and Cuz started break-
ing down the still. Ru-
fus was busy chasing 
ground squirrels and 
paid no attention to 
anybody.

They had everything 
out but the old bar-
rels and buckets. They 
decided it was getting 
dark, so they would 
come back in the morn-
ing to get the barrels 
and buckets.

The next morning, the 
brothers and Cuz met to 
return to the still. Cuz 

said Rufus’ feet were 
sore from digging out 
ground squirrels. He 
had to be left at home. 
They wished the little 
dog was with them. He 
would let them know if 
anyone was around.

Cuz and the broth-
ers had a secret word 
to holler to let them 
know to run three ways 
if something was not 
right at the still. As Cuz 
and the brothers ap-
proached the still, Cuz 
said the hair on his neck 
was standing up.

Cuz said, “I wish 
Rufus was with us.” 
Suddenly, the old frog 
croaked very loud. One 
of the brothers said 
“rainbow”. All three left 
instantly in three differ-
ent directions.

The moral of the sto-
ry – you can put up with 
a croaking frog better 
than a jail door slam-
ming.
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Trail Building Workshop Empowers Local 
Volunteers in Greenbrier Valley  

GREENBRIER COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) — On 
Saturday, May 31, almost 
20 local volunteers gathered 
for a hands-on workshop 
designed to improve and 
sustain the Greenbrier Val-
ley’s growing trail network. 
The “Intro to Trail Build-
ing” training was presented 
by the West Virginia Uni-
versity Outdoor Economic 
Development Collaborative 
(OEDC) in partnership with 
the Greenbrier Valley Off-
Road Biking Association 
(GVORBA), with support 
from the Greenbrier County 
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau.

Led by OEDC team mem-
bers Richard Edwards and 
Logan Champman, the free 
one-day training drew an 
eager group of communi-
ty members interested in 
learning best practices in 
trail construction and main-
tenance. The morning be-
gan with a classroom-style 
session covering technical 

aspects of trail design and 
maintenance, followed by 
an afternoon of hands-on 
trail work in the Greenbrier 
State Forest. Participants 
rebenched a section of the 

Mabel Dowdy Trail that had 
been damaged by a fallen 
tree - contributing an esti-
mated $1,200 worth of vol-
unteer labor to trail stew-
ardship efforts.

The training reflects 
GVORBA’s mission of “Pi-
oneering Trails, Connecting 
Communities, and Empow-
ering Youth,” as well as OE-
DC’s broader commitment 
to identifying and devel-
oping outdoor recreation 
resources that enhance 
quality of life across West 
Virginia.

GVORBA encourag-
es community members 
to take part in future trail 
workshops and regular vol-
unteer maintenance days 
held in the Greenbrier State 
Forest. Volunteers of all 

experience levels are wel-
come—whether it’s an hour 
or an afternoon, every bit 
of support contributes to a 
stronger, more accessible 

local trail system.
For details on upcom-

ing events, trail projects, or 
ways to get involved, visit 
GVORBA.org.

Photo from the event provided by GVORBA


