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HE WAS

I'M SORRY, MA'AM,
I REALLY CAN'T
DESCRIBE WHAT

WEARING

WHAT ARE THE BIG NEWS

HEADLINES
I DON'T KNOW...
I SKIPPED STRAIGHT
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HOW CAN YOU SKIP ALL THAT
HARD-HITTING NEWS AND GO
STRAIGHT TO THE COMICS?
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THE SAME STUFF 1S IN
YOUR ROOM IN THE DARK

AS IN THE LIGHT.
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WE EVEN HAVE
A KIDS BOOK
ABOUT THAT.

UH, I CANT FIND
IT IN THE DARK,
BUT I KNOW ITS
HERE SOMEWHERE.
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Hi and Lois

MOM GO GROCERY
SHOPPING... /

dustincomics.com

PUTS, THEM ALL AWAY
BY HE%W

CONGRATULATIONS
ON YOUR REPORT
CARD, DOT.

woo'sjoTpUEIH

"DO NOT OPEN
UNTIL SEPT.I"Z

I DON'T WANT
TO RUIN MY
SUMMER.

| BOUGHT MARVIN
AN ACTIVITY BOOK
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www.marvincom
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YOU SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN
HIM AN /NACTIVITY BOOK
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ARE YOU
OKAY' >
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MOON ALERT: Avoid
shopping or big decisions
from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
EDT today (2 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. PDT). After that, the
Moon moves from PI-
SCES into ARIES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Wednesday, June 18, 2025:

You're adventurous,
positive and loyal. Your en-
thusiastic approach to life
makes you attractive to oth-
ers. This is a year of service,
probably service to family.
Therefore, take care of your-
self so you can be a help
or support to others. Ex-
plore the arts. Is it time for a
makeover?

The Stars Show the
Kind of Day You'll Have:
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Av-
erage; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April
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4% This is a tricky day,
which is why you might feel
restless. Later in the day, the
Moon will move into your
sign, which will be empow-
ering for you. Meanwhile,
give serious thought to fam-
ily members who need your
help. Remain practical. To-
night: You win!

TAURUS (April 20-May
20)

3% A friend might sur-
prise you today, or perhaps
you'll be caught off guard
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ONE MINUTE JEREMK [S ON
MY SHOULDERS WATCHING
A PARADE, AND THE NEXT
MINUTE HE'S REACHING STUFF
I CANTGET WITHOUT
A LADDER! ~ é
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SUDOKU PUZIZLE

King Classic Sudoku
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Fill in the grid so that every
row, every column, and ev-
ery 3x3 grid contains the dig-
its 1 through 9. That means
that no number is repeated in|
any row, column, or box.
(Today’s Answers
Next Wednesday)

Answer To Last
Wednesday’s Puzzle:
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BY GEORGIA NICOLS

by a member of a group or
an organization. Feelings of
optimism mixed with sym-
pathy might create confu-
sion about how to approach
a situation. If you're not sure
what to do, don’t act. To-
night: Seek privacy.

GEMINI (May 21-June
20)

3% People notice you
today. In fact, some will be
aware of details about your
personal life. Be aware of
this in case you have to
do some damage control.
Meanwhile, think twice be-
fore you spend or share
your money today. Know
what you're doing. Tonight:
Enjoy friendships.

CANCER (June 21-July
22)

4% Sudden changes to
travel plans or something to
do with education, medicine
or the law might occur to-
day. However, for the most
part, be careful about im-
portant decisions that affect
your future life direction.
Get your data, but wait a
week (or two) to decide. To-
night: You are admired.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

3% Double-check bank-
ing details and anything to
do with shared property. A
few hiccups might create
problems for you this morn-
ing. Later in the day, your

humanitarian impulses or
desire to assist someone
might need to be fine-tuned.
Be discriminating about
whom you should help. To-
night: Explore and discover!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

3% A spouse, partner
or close friend might throw
you a curveball early in the
day. Whatever happens,
you can handle this. How-
ever, major decisions about
shared property, inheritanc-
es and funding for groups
and organizations could be
subject to confused think-
ing, even deceit. Be aware
of this. Tonight: Check your
finances.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22)

3% Double-check is-
sues related to work, your
health and a pet, because
something unpredictable
(possibly even an accident)
might happen today. How-
ever, be aware that import-
ant discussions with bosses
and partners might not un-
fold as you think or hope.
Double-check  everything.
Tonight: Be patient and co-
operative.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21)

4% Parents should be
vigilant today to avoid acci-
dents with their kids. Mean-
while social plans might
suddenly change. Scrutinize

STARS HOROQIEQD

work-related opportunities,
as well as other apparent
advantages, because things
might not be as they appear.
Do your homework. Tonight:
Get organized.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)

3% Your home routine
will be interrupted today.
Small appliances might
break down, a minor break-
age could occur or someone
unexpected might appear at
your door. Double-check all
aspects of benefits to chil-
dren to make sure things are
as they should be, especial-
ly with funding and inheri-
tances. Tonight: Socialize!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan
19)

3% Pay attention to ev-
erything you say and do to-
day, because this is a mildly
accident-prone day for you.
Meanwhile, you also need
to pay attention to decisions
related to parents, home
and real estate. What might
look like good news could
be deceptive. Get your facts.
Tonight: Relax at home.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18)

3% Keep an eye on your
money and your posses-
sions today to avoid loss,
theft or damage. Mean-
while, make sure you know
what’s going on at work or

SHEFFER

CROSSWORD

ACROSS 41 Plus DOWN 23 Actress
1 Showbiz 43 Salinger 1 Be slack- Zell-
job girl jawed weger
4 Clay-rich 44 — 2 Laundry 25 Utah ski
soil Péri- appliance resort
8 Tennis gnon 3 Profit 26 Lass
barriers 46 Fuzzy 4 Sane 27 Navy
12 Notre fruit 5 Rowing com-
Dame 50 Baker's need mando
coach dozen, at 6 “Caught 28 Rum
13 Pearl times yal” cake
Harbor 55 “Wicked” 7 City 29 Spring
site director bond, flower
14 Shrek, Jon for short 30 Hair
for one M. — 8 Write goops
15 Luau 56 For- down, as 31 Rules
bowlful merly music (Abbr.)
16 Extensive 57 “Star 9 Conceit 35 Intensi-
sight- Trek” 10 Capote fies
seeing officer nick- 38 Window
vacation 58 Hearing name sills
18 Boredom thing 11 Sun. talk 40 Quilters’
20 Play- 59 Fluffy 17 Hosp. meetup
wright scarves workers 42 Foot
Levin 60 Halt 19 Exploit part
21 Cicatrix 61 “Get 22 Fermi’s 45 Gl dining
24 Antlered comfy” bit hall
animals i . . 47 Experts
28 Foodie Solution time: 23 mins. 48 Splced
with an rT R Yrc C 51 tea
appetite DII]I]! MEGIOJL|AIN 49 In pain
szwirer - APTEMMEIRSOl M 50 Aced
Wiesel NN BEnE BhE tennis
33 “Where HHS E|E E[L[T shot
— you?” nggHAA:?Eu 51 Year in
34 Recluse Mexico
36 —-lala ([Tl na[AlRlONIRp| 52 TV pio-
37 Check SOEENE NMEREE neer
39 Lottery ho A SJP El["I 53 Belly
game HLIERTIEIE 54 Day- —
number LastWednesday’s Answer paint

(Answers Next Wednesday)

2

3

10 |11

JUNMUSLIE

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

| KONNW
OHeo
RCDOH
HOO®
DEREGE

OONNe
SNHVAI

OHNOe
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Get the free JUST JUMBLE app + Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble

Last Jumbles: GLORY
Wednesday's AL:]r:weef
Answers ’

(Today’s Answers Next Wednesday)

What's a dog’s favorite type of chair? —
A “BARK-A-LOUNGER”

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Wow! You caught
him on your first try!
Do you want to keep

ishil ?
\hshmg ?

Yeah!
Can we fish
all day?
And then come
back tomorrow?

AFTER GOING FISHING FOR
THE FIRST TIME, ---

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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WAFER SHRUNK FABRIC

with issues related to your
health. What the large print
giveth, the small print might
taketh away. Always read
the small print. Tonight:
Conversations.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20)

4% You feel restless,
even impulsive, today. Don't
do anything you will regret
later. Go slowly to avoid ac-
cidents. Meanwhile, some-
times it's worth looking a
gift horse in the mouth, es-
pecially if it relates to your

kids, vacations, the arts or
the entertainment world. Be
smart. Tonight: Check your
belongings.

BORN TODAY

Singer-songwriter,
musician Paul McCartney
(1942), actress Isabella
Rossellini (1952), Kim
Dickens (1965)

* ¥ *x

Find more Georgia
Nicols horoscopes at
georgianicols.com.

(c) 2025 by
Features Syndicate Inc.
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The Hillbilly Storyteller: The Frog Croaked to
Save the Still

The Hillbilly Storyteller
Hinton News

The sun came up over
the mountain top cast-
ing the shadows of three
men walking on the
old path heading toward
the Bunk Flat. They car-
ried parts to a still. Two
of the men were tall and
one was short. They
were all Bragg’s. There
were two brothers and
one cousin called “Cuz”
who was the short one.

Cuz had the hard job
of setting up the still.
As they cleaned out the
spring they heard the
sounds of an old frog
croaking. The sound
took them by surprise.
Cuz decided to look for
the old frog but could
not find it.

They set up the mash
barrel beside an old
rotten stump. As they
were leaving to get the
corn, barley and yeast
they heard the croaking
again of the old frog.
The tallest of the two
Bragg brothers said, “I
will find him it if takes
all night.” The other
brother said, “We have
a long walk to get home
before dark.” The hunt
for the frog would have
to wait.

Next morning a rain
came. The two brothers
and Cuz decided to stay
home and get what they
needed for tomorrow.
Cuz got an old canvas
and a shovel and an axe.
The two brothers got a
box of dry kindling for
tomorrow. The brothers
said we got to get the
mash on tomorrow so it
can be working.

One of the brothers
said, "I would like to
find that croaking frog.”

As very early morning
came, Cuz was packing
80 pounds of sugar,
which is only one-half
of what was needed
for a run of shine. Cuz
covered the sugar with
the old canvas, and as
he left, he heard the
low sound of the frog’s
croak. He did not have
time to look for it. As
Cuz went back for more
sugar he run into the
two brothers bringing in
the corn and barley.

They sat down on an
old log beside the trail
and discussed how they
would get everything
done. Cuz said he would
like to get it done in one
day. The two brothers
laughed and said, “May-
be and maybe not.”

As Cuz went out of
sight, the two brothers
finally got to the still.
They walked up to the
spring. The water was
very clear. The tallest
brother got him a drink
of water. As he did he
heard the old frog croak
low. He said, “If I had
my gun and if I could
find the frog I would
shoot it.” The other
brother said, “We got
too much work to do
to kill frogs.” The first
brother laughed and
said, “You are right.”

The brothers packed
up a large pile of wood
for the fire. Then they
set up rocks to set the
still on. Then they
cleared the dead leaves
and debris from around
the still.

The two brothers
knew that Cuz could not
pack the rest of what it
took to make the shine.

They went back to
help him. They met Cuz

about halfway. They sat
down on a large rock
that was covered with
moss. Cuz took the op-
portunity to lay back on
the moss. The brothers
went back to get the
rest of the makings. Cuz
headed on to the still.

As Cuz laid down the
load he was carrying, he
stepped on a dry limb,
and as it broke, the old
frog croaked very loud-
ly. Cuz laughed very
hard and did it again.
The old frog croaked.
Cuz did it for a third
time,e and the old frog
croaked again. He said,
“The brothers will have
fun with this.”

As morning come,
Cuz said to the broth-
ers, “Every time I break
a stick, the frog croaks.”
The  brothers said,
“Have you lost your
mind?” Cuz said, “Wait
and see.”

As they approached
the still, they were car-
rying the fruit jars, the
worm and the pot, and
the thumping keg. They
had a lot of work ahead
of them. Cuz picked up a
stick and broke it.

The old frog gave a
loud croak. The broth-
ers laughed so hard that
Cuz thought they would
cry. They did it several
times and the old frog
croaked every time.

But they could not
find the frog — the rea-
son being that the holler
had an echo in it.

Cuz said, “We got to
get back to work.” So
the brothers finally let
the frog rest.

They finally got the
mash barrels put on.
It takes four days for
it to work off. After the

fourth day was up the
brothers and Cuz and
the little dog that be-
longed to Cuz all headed
back to the still.

The little dog had a
stub tail. It walked on
three feet. The fourth
foot had three toes
missing. Rufus was the
dog’s name. They had
Rufus to let them know
if someone was around
the still.

They got the still fired
up, and one of them,
while they were resting,
picked up a stick and
broke it again. Again,
the old frog croaked on
cue. And the little dog
Rufus run around ev-
erywhere trying to find
what was making the
croak. The echo again
kept them from finding
the frog.

The still began to run
shine. Every time the
thumping keg made a
noise, the frog would
croak. This went on all
day. Rufus was like a kid
looking for the frog.

As evening came,
Rufus was standing in
front of an old chestnut
stump that was decayed.
He was hopping up and
down on three legs and
barking.

One of the brothers
said, “I see it.” It was
in the soft dirt in the
rotten stump. Only its
eyes could be seen. They
wanted to be sure it was
the frog so they broke a
stick, and sure enough,h
the frog croaked.

The tall Bragg broth-
er said, “Thank God it’s
over.” They decided just
to move the old frog.
There were a lot of old
rotten chestnut stumps
about 200 feet below

Picture by The Hillbilly Storyteller

them. They picked out a
good rotten stump with
good dirt. They dug a
hole and took a shovel,
and moved the old frog
to his new home.

The still site was si-
lent with no croaking
of a frog. One of the
brothers said, “I'm go-
ing to go within 50 feet
of that frog and break
me a stick.” The old frog
croaked very loud.

The shine was done.
It was all safely in the
fruit jars. The brothers
and Cuz started break-
ing down the still. Ru-
fus was busy chasing
ground squirrels and
paid no attention to
anybody.

They had everything
out but the old bar-
rels and buckets. They
decided it was getting
dark, so they would
come back in the morn-
ing to get the barrels
and buckets.

The next morning, the
brothers and Cuz met to
return to the still. Cuz

said Rufus’ feet were
sore from digging out
ground squirrels. He
had to be left at home.
They wished the little
dog was with them. He
would let them know if
anyone was around.

Cuz and the broth-
ers had a secret word
to holler to let them
know to run three ways
if something was not
right at the still. As Cuz
and the brothers ap-
proached the still, Cuz
said the hair on his neck
was standing up.

Cuz said, “I wish
Rufus was with wus.”
Suddenly, the old frog
croaked very loud. One
of the brothers said
“rainbow”. All three left
instantly in three differ-
ent directions.

The moral of the sto-
ry — you can put up with
a croaking frog better
than a jail door slam-
ming.
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Trail Building Workshop Empowers Local

g

GREENBRIER COUNTY
W.Va. (Hinton News) — On
Saturday, May 31, almost
20 local volunteers gathered
for a hands-on workshop
designed to improve and
sustain the Greenbrier Val-
ley’s growing trail network.
The “Intro to Trail Build-
ing” training was presented
by the West Virginia Uni-
versity Outdoor Economic
Development Collaborative
(OEDC) in partnership with
the Greenbrier Valley Off-
Road Biking Association
(GVORBA), with support
from the Greenbrier County
Convention & Visitors Bu-
reau.

Led by OEDC team mem-
bers Richard Edwards and
Logan Champman, the free
one-day training drew an
eager group of communi-
ty members interested in
learning best practices in
trail construction and main-
tenance. The morning be-
gan with a classroom-style
session covering technical

Photo from the event provided by GVORBA

aspects of trail design and
maintenance, followed by
an afternoon of hands-on
trail work in the Greenbrier
State Forest. Participants
rebenched a section of the

Volunteers in

roxT

Mabel Dowdy Trail that had
been damaged by a fallen
tree - contributing an esti-
mated $1,200 worth of vol-
unteer labor to trail stew-
ardship efforts.

Call or Email Us to
Place Your Ad Today!

681-293-1173
tia@wvdn.com

HINTON NEWS

The training reflects
GVORBA’s mission of “Pi-
oneering Trails, Connecting
Communities, and Empow-
ering Youth,” as well as OE-
DC’s broader commitment
to identifying and devel-
oping outdoor recreation
resources that enhance
quality of life across West
Virginia.

GVORBA encourag-
es community members
to take part in future trail
workshops and regular vol-
unteer maintenance days
held in the Greenbrier State
Forest. Volunteers of all

#r ‘Ox N

Greenbrier Valley

experience levels are wel-
come—whether it’s an hour
or an afternoon, every bit
of support contributes to a
stronger, more accessible

local trail system.

For details on upcom-
ing events, trail projects, or
ways to get involved, visit
GVORBA.org.

Call or Text 304.667.2897 m
randy@foxfirenation.com i

1029 Washington St. East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

“Mom continued
to decline,
and | didn’t know
what to do.”

At Greystone they have nurses on duty 24-
hours a day, 7-days a week and they’ll monitor
her health and provide appropriate levels of
care for each stage she goes through.

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

Beaver (Beckley), WV 25813

www.greystonebeaver.com




