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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing
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Now accepting all major credit cards.

Main Street Care
304-466-6090
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SUMMERS COUNTY HOSPITAL 3RD FLOOR

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA
Applications Being Accepted!
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Fawn Valentine
Fawn Valentine 

passed peacefully into 
the arms of her Heaven-
ly Father at 11:54 a.m. 
on 11 May, 2025.Fawn 
was born in North Rid-
geville, OH, on 11 June, 
1949. She was active in 
many Alderson organi-

zations, including the 
Community Market, 
Alderson Main Street, 
and the Alderson Plan-
ning Commission.She 
was an active volunteer 
at Carnegie Hall and 
served as a community 
representative on the 
Greenbrier Valley CVB 
board.

In 2023, Fawn re-
ceived the Alderson Cit-
izen of the Year award.
She served as president 
of the town of Alderson 
Municipal Planning 
Commission for over 
10 years.The Commu-
nity Market was one of 
her favorite volunteer 
activities.She volun-
teered for and managed 

the Alderson Commu-
nity Market, obtaining 
grants to support many 
of the market’s senior 
citizen programs.

She was preceded in 
death by her father and 
mother.She is survived 
by a sister in Lexington, 
KY, and many friends in 
Greenbrier, Summers, 
and Monroe Counties.
She is also survived by 
Henry, her beloved red 
tabby cat, whom she 
found as a scrawny kit-
ten and took into her 
home and heart.

Fawn was an excel-
lent weaver and fiber 
artist.She taught weav-
ing for many years 
at Carnegie Hall.She 

wrote extensively about 
quilts and quilt mak-
ing.She served on the 
West Virginia Heritage 
Quilt Search Board of 
Directors.From the in-
formation gleaned from 
interviews with quil-
ters throughout West 
Virginia, Fawn wrote 
the book Echoes from 
the Hills, West Virginia 
Quilts and Quilt Mak-
ers. 

In 2010, Fawn re-
ceived the Frank and 
Jane Gabor West Vir-
ginia Folklife Cen-
ter Traditions Salute 
Award.This is an award 
given to a person who 
has demonstrated a 
passion and commit-

ment towards the en-
hancement of West 
Virginia Folk Culture 
through education and 
public resources.

Fawn began her art 
studies at Mills College 
in Oakland, CA.After 
moving to West Virgin-
ia, she continued her art 
education at Concord 
University and earned 
her Master of Art de-
gree at Hollins Univer-
sity.She taught art at 
Alderson Elementary 
School and art history 
at Mountain State Uni-
versity.She also worked 
at FMRS Health Sys-
tems, a mental and so-
cial services organiza-
tion, in Hinton.

Fawn was a member 
of St. James Episcopal 
Church in Lewisburg.A 
celebration of her life 
well lived was held at 
St. James (468 Church 
Street, Lewisburg) at 11 
a.m. on Thursday, 22 
May, 2025.

Fawn loved flow-
ers, but she preferred 
them growing outside 
in gardens.In instead 
of flowers, please make 
donations in Fawn’s 
memory to Alderson 
Hospitality House, 203 
High Street, Alderson, 
WV, 24910.

Information submit-
ted by Wallace & Wal-
lace Funeral Home in 
Lewisburg.

COMMUNITY OBITUARIES

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Talcott 
School Gymnasium

TALCOTT W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - To-
day’s piece is going to 
lack historical detail of 
the structure as a whole, 
as I do not know much 
about the time frame of 
the various additions to 
the Talcott School Gym-
nasium. I had already 
gone into detail in my 
October 31, 2023, piece 
telling the history of the 
Talcott School Gymna-
sium. All I know about 
this area is my Great 
Great Grandfather, L.W. 
Thompson, was con-
tracted to add an addi-
tion on the back side of 
the cafeteria area. It was 
built out of a textured, 
glazed/glossy rust col-
ored cinder block ma-
terial. I salvaged one of 
these blocks after the 
demolition for a keep-
sake.

The gym portion was 
completed in 1936 by 
a WPA project under 
the New Deal, brought 

about by the Great De-
pression, as a gymna-
sium and community 
center for the Talcott 
area. This painting was 
painted by my good 
friend Lita Light in the 
early 1990s. It hung by 
the door into the office 
above the copy machine.

My mother and Lita 
were both “Home Room 
Mothers” and volun-
teered in the office. So 
I spent a lot of time 
around this painting. 
They also painted a 
long section of hallway 
beside the cafeteria to-
wards the elementary 
wing with cartoon char-
acters. This was the area 
where my 1st grade class 
with Pete Tabor was.

Mom and I met her 
long-time friend, Cathy 
Mirabile, and her hus-
band, Charlie, in Hin-
ton on Wednesday, the 
16th, where she gave me 
this copy of Lita’s school 
painting. Looking at 
this brings back lots of 
memories for me. Tal-

cott Elementary was a 
positive experience for 
me that brought about 
my love for community 
activities.

Such as Mrs Karla 
Tabor’s 2nd grade class 
in the two-end window 
long section on the right 
side. The hiding of a 
time capsule in those 
raised brick flower 
beds being built under 
the cafeteria windows. 
Come to think about it, 
I had Mike Tabor for 
3rd grade. I had the Ta-
bor family for 3 years 
straight.

Attending the donkey 
basketball games every 
year in that gym where 
my mother and Lou-
ise Standard became 
known as the official 
“pooper scoopers” for 
the games, ha. Helping 
sort Dunkin Donuts and 
Tom-Wat in the gym 
where the students sold 
them for fundraisers for 
different fundraisers 
and trips. Or attending 
the school carnival each 

year, spending most of 
my time and money on 
the “dime toss.”

I could go on and on 
for hours about this 
school as I am part of 
four generations of my 
family that attended 
there. My Grandfather 
Bernard Thompson, my 

father David Jones class 
of 1974, my brother Da-
vid Lee whos last class 
was 1994 as a freshman 
before being transferred 
to the high school, my 
last grade I went to Tal-
cott Elementary was the 
5th grade in 1996 before 
being transferred to the 

middle school in Hin-
ton and my niece Grace 
Cales who attended in 
the old building shortly 
before being relocated 
to the new Talcott El-
ementary School con-
structed beside of the 
one in this painting.

William Jones

Photo provided by William Jones

Musings From Memory Lane: Memories from May of long ago 
As the days once again 

grow longer, my mind 
wanders back to all those 
long, lazy days spent 
wishing my life away as 
a kid. It was always “Oh, 
I wish it was summer. I 
wish it was time for this 
or that,“ until the next 
thing I knew, all those 
things were past and I 
had forgotten to take 
time to enjoy them.

In my mind’s eye, I 
can still see my Gran-
ny fixing hot dogs and 
wrapping them in foil to 
take them on a picnic. I, 
being a teenager, was al-
ways upset that she put 
onions on them. Now I 
would gladly eat nothing 
but the onions to have a 
meal my Granny fixed. 
To Granny, food was 
a love language. There 
were not only hot dogs 
but fried chicken and all 

kinds of sides to go with 
it. When Granny said, 
“Come sit down and eat 
a bite,” it was the same 
thing as saying I care 
about you. I love you, 
and this is me taking 
care of you. Granny was 
the toughest woman I’ve 
ever known. She told 
me how she left home 
at an early age and went 
to work taking care of 
a household in town. 
She said the streets of 
Hinton were not paved 
when she first moved to 
Hinton. Her own Mom 
passed away when Gran-
ny was but 8 weeks old 
and fell over on her. A 
family member heard 
Granny crying and was 
able to get her out from 
underneath her mother. 

I believe this led to 
her being resilient and 
strong throughout her 
entire lifetime. She bur-
ied her firstborn child 

when she was but a 
toddler from the beast 
known as cancer. She 
later buried her beloved 
husband and then her 
son by suicide. Still, 
Granny lived on to offer 
love, comfort, and sup-
port to her family. 

Granny had so many 
funny sayings that, at 
heart, were good life ad-
vice. 

My Granny’s idea 
of sound advice went 
something like this: If a 

man you like has a girl-
friend but isn’t with her, 
beat in her time. That’s 
how I got your grandpa. 

Granny had an infec-
tious laugh. You couldn’t 
help but be happy right 
along with her. When I 
was 18, one day in May, 
Granny and I spent a day 
in her basement mak-
ing every kind of jelly 
we could think of. It was 
one of the best days of 
my life. The day Granny 
took her last breath was 

one of the worst days of 
my life. A bright shining 
light was gone forever. 
But her heritage lives on. 
I still cook cabbage on 
New Year’s Day because 

Granny said to. As long 
as I’m alive, Granny’s 
legacy will live on. She 
once told me she was an 
old rat in a mill barrel. I 
hope one day I am too. 

Lisa Abshire
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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ICING TEMPO DAINTY BEHINDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: His latest math test to earn a spot on the 

refrigerator door was a — NICE ADDITION

Answer
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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WEIGH EJECT DOCKET OCCUPYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The groundhogs’ oak table was in horrible shape, 

so they decided that they — “WOODCHUCK” IT
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Summers Healthcare Center, a member of the CommuniCare 
Family of Companies is currently recruiting for Certified Nursing 
Assistants (CNA) to join our team.

Full Time Positions Available
We truly appreciate our nursing team... and we want you to 

feel it!
Day-Shift Positions starting at $16.50 per hour for recent 

graduates and $16.83 per hour for CNAs that have been certified 
for at least a year.
PURPOSE/BELIEF STATEMENT:

The position of Certified Nursing Assistant exists to provide 
routine nursing and personal care for residents to assure that 
the highest degree of quality resident care is maintained at all 
times. This position must work effectively with team members in 
ensuring that work is accomplished and quality care is delivered, 
while supporting their team members and celebrating team 
successes. While focusing on delivering quality resident care, 
the position must also manage the resources that are available to 
them in their job.
JOB DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES

• Participate in and receive resident reports at start/end of shift.
• Provide personal/nursing care in accordance with resident 

care plan.
• Facilitate and conduct activities.
• Monitor & respond to resident requests and needs in a 

dignified and respectful manner.
QUALIFICATIONS KNOWLEDGE/SKILLS & ABILITIES

• High school graduate or G. E. D. equivalent.
• Graduate of an approved Nurse Aide Training Program
• Active/Current License in the state of facility
• Benefits
As a CommuniCare employee you will enjoy competitive 

wages and PTO plans. We offer full time employees a menu of 
benefit options from life and disability plans to medical, dental, 
and vision coverage from quality benefit carriers. We also offer 
401(k) with employer match and Flexible Spending Accounts.

About Us
A family-owned company, we have grown to become one of the 

nation’s largest providers of post-acute care, which includes skilled nursing 
rehabilitation centers, long-term care centers, assisted living communities, 
independent rehabilitation centers, and long-term acute care hospitals 
(LTACH). Since 1984, we have provided superior, comprehensive 
management services for the development and management of adult living 
communities. We have a single job description at CommuniCare, “to reach 
out with our hearts and touch the hearts of others.” Through this effort we 
create “Caring Communities” where staff, residents, clients, and family 
members care for and about one another.

Call us today for more information: 
304-466-0332

NOW HIRING

Certified Nursing Assistants (CNA)

198 John Cook Nursing Home Road, 
Hinton, WV 25951

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
REDEMPTION

2022-C-000002
Summers County
To: MICHAEL CO-

CHRAN, MICHAEL CO-
CHRAN, PATTY KOSS-
MAN, PATTY KOSSMAN, 
JOSEPH ARNOLD, or 
heirs at law, devisees, 
creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all 
known heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lienhold-
ers, co-owners, other par-
ties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent 
property, and other parties 
that may have any interest 
in the subject property. 

DISTRICT FOREST 
HILL MAP 3 PARCEL 
0053 0000 0000

You will take notice that 
JACOBSON MITTAL & 
ASSOCIATES L, the pur-
chaser of the following real 
estate, Cert No. 2022-C-
000002, located in FOR-
EST HILL District, LOT 3, 
SEC. G, HOLLY GROVE 
which was returned de-
linquent or nonentered 
in the name of VIRGIL & 
EVELYN, and was sold by 
the deputy commissioner 
of delinquent and nonen-
tered lands of SUMMERS 
County at the sale for the 
delinquent taxes on May 
9, 2023. JACOBSON MIT-
TAL & ASSOCIATES LLC 
requests that you be no-
tified a deed for such real 
estate will be made on or 
after August 1, 2025, as 
provided by law, unless 
before that day you re-
deem such real estate. The 
amount needed to redeem 
on or before July 31, 2025 
will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the 
taxes and charges due on 
the date of the certifica-
tion, with interest, for tax 
year ticket number 2021 -  
200........................ $150.61

Back tax tickets, with in-
terest, and charges due on 
the date of certification for 
ticket number........... $0.00 

Subsequent of taxes paid 
on the property, with in-
terest to for tax year 2022-
200..........................$53.56  

Additional taxes with in-
terest........................ $0.00 

Auditor’s Certification, 
Publication, and Redemp-
tion fee plus interest..........
............................. $220.40

Amount paid for Title 
Examination, notice to 
redeem, publication, per-
sonal service, Secretary of 
State with interest.............. 	
..............................$707.32 

Additional Statutory 
Fees with Interest................
................................. $677.28

Total Amount Due and 
Payable to WV State 
Auditor - cashier check, 
money order, certified or 
personal check...................
......................... $1,809.17

You may redeem at 
any time before July 
31, 2025 by paying the 
above total less any un-
earned interest. 

If the above real estate 
is your primary residence, 
you may petition the Au-
ditor to redeem the real 
estate in not more than 
three incremental pay-
ments that equal the total 
amount required to re-
deem the real estate prior 
to the issuance of the deed 
described above. 

Given under my hand 
May 2, 2025.
Christal G. Perry
Christal G. Perry 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Delinquent and 
Nonentered Lands of 

SUMMERS County, State 
of West Virginia 
(14,21,28my)

“NOTICE OF
PUBLIC MEETING”
The West Virginia De-

partment of Environmen-
tal Protection has sched-
uled a public meeting on 
June 18, 2025, at 9:30 
a.m. to discuss the Draft 
Fiscal Year 2026 In-
tended Use Plan for the 
Clean Water and Drink-
ing Water State Revolving 
Funds Program. A part of 
the Intended Use Plan is 
the Fiscal Year 2026 Pri-
ority List. The meeting will 
take place in person at the 
WV DEP’s Headquarters 
in Charleston, WV. An op-
tion to attend remotely or 
call-in is below. A copy of 
the draft Fiscal Year 2026 
Intended Use Plan is avail-
able, and may be request-
ed by calling, writing, or 
sending an email request 
to the address below. The 
plan can also be viewed on 
DEP’s web site.

Contact
Katheryn Emery

WV Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection

Division of Water & Waste 
Management

Clean Water and Drinking 
Water State Revolving 

Funds
601 57th Street, SE

Charleston, WV 25304
(304) 926-0499 

Ext. 43830
Katheryn.D.Emery@wv.gov

Google Meeting 
Information
Video call link: 

https://meet.google.com/
yzc-duqu-poo

Dial in number: 
(US) 1-208-696-4303
PIN: 860 396 880#

(28my4jn)

Dear Recycle Lady
Dear Recycle Lady,
I enjoyed your column 

with the information on 
paper. It made me won-
der if dollar bills, which 
are called “paper money” 
are really made of paper? 
Wondering

Dear Wondering,
Until the early 1900s, 

U.S. currency was printed 
on paper made of cotton 
and linen fibers. However, 
this paper money wasn’t 
durable and after about 
18 months of use, it was 
too dirty or too torn to 
use. In the days of Benja-
min Franklin (1700s), torn 
bills were repaired using a 
needle and thread!

The U.S. Bureau of En-
graving and Printing made 
the first bills to be printed 
on 75% cotton and 25% 
linen in the early 1900s. 
By 1928 all small-size bills 
were printed on it.

The next change in our 
currency was in the 1990s 
when larger, off-center 
portraits, watermarks, 
color-shifting ink, and 
enhanced anti-counter-
feiting features were add-
ed to the bills. These bills 
last about four and a half 
years, with $10 bills being 
the shortest-lived bill and 
$100 bills the longest. The 
largest bill ever printed 
was a $100,000 Gold Cer-
tificate that was used for 
transactions between Fed-

eral Reserve Banks and 
the U.S. Treasury.

Homes throughout 
the Delaware Valley are 
powered by electricity 
produced by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Philadel-
phia’s burning of old bills 
in a waste plant located in 
Chester, Pennsylvania.

In case a vending ma-
chine rejects your old bill, 
just pop it into a micro-
wave about 20 seconds to 
make it crisp again.

In 2011, an experimen-
tal $10 bill on a thin flex-
ible plastic polymer began 
being tested to improve 
durability and security 
features. These bills, made 
of plastic, will be more du-
rable and have complex 
holographic security fea-
tures. Time will tell when, 
or if, they will be put in cir-
culation.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I arrived at the landfill 

about 11:33 last Saturday. 
I was informed the landfill 
closed at 11:30, and I was 
turned away. Seems to me 
that Saturday would be 
a busy day to dump, and 
the open hours would be 
longer. Had To Take My 
Trash Home

Dear Had To Take 
My Trash Home,

The hours for opening 
and closing county land-
fills are set by the Pub-
lic Service Commission 

(PSC), not the local land-
fills. We regret that you 
were inconvenienced and 
unable to dispose of your 
trash, but our hours of 
operation are beyond our 
control.

If you would like to 
comment on this policy, 
the address is: 201 Brooks 
Street, Charleston, WV 
25301

Dear Recycle Lady,
Do you know where 

in this area fabric/tex-
tiles can be recycled? I 
have sheets, blankets and 
clothing that are not un-
usable, but I don’t want to 
send them to the landfill. 
I would love any advice 
you have. Thank you. No 
Waste

Dear No Waste,
Thanks for your email. 

There is an organization 
to which you can sent 
any used fabrics whether 
they are clothes, sheets or 
blankets. The organization 
is called Take Back Bags 
(TBB). Information can 
be found at www.trashie/
take-back-bag-trashie. 
The cost of one bag is $15 
(they are on sale now), 
and it is a giant size bag, 
plus they pay the return 
postage. Everything you 
listed could be put in one 
bag, plus towels, shoes, 
and handbags. It all can be 
shipped to Take Back Bags 
for free. After you fill the 

bag scan the QR code on 
the bag to get a free ship-
ping label and return it by 
UPS.

According to their web-
site, each full Take Back 
Bag saves 1,596 gallons 
of water, 151 pounds of 
carbon emissions and 15 
pounds of textile waste. 
Their research has shown 
that approximately 85% of 
all textiles end up in land-
fills. Take Back Bags are a 
great solution.

For a local solution, 
towels, sheets, and blan-
kets can be taken to the 
Greenbrier County Hu-
mane Society, 151 Holliday 
Lane, Lewisburg.

Kudos to the Williams-
burg 4-H Club for com-
pleting the Trex challenge 
and earning a bench for 
their community!

Just a reminder: pet 
food bags, mulch bags and 
frozen food bags are unac-
ceptable. All bags should 
be clean and dry. Many 
thanks to all of you who 
are supporting the Trex 
challenge.

Have questions about 
recycling or interesting 
information about recy-
cling? Send questions or 
requests to Recyclelady7@
gmail.com. Dear Recycle 
Lady is sponsored jointly 
by the Greenbrier Recy-
cling Center and Green-
works Recycling

Governor Patrick Morrisey Secures $2 
Million for Environmental Cleanup

C H A R L E S -
TONN W.Va. 
(Hinton News) 
- Governor Pat-
rick Morrisey an-
nounced $2 mil-
lion in funding 
for the start of 
the long-await-
ed environmen-
tal cleanup of the 
Arbuckle Creek 
Superfund Site 
in Fayette Coun-
ty. The federal-
ly-matched funds 
were provided for 
as part of the 2025 
budget and will go 
toward cleaning 
up decades-old 
c o n t a m i n a t i o n 
stemming from 
industrial activ-
ity at the former 
Shaffer Equip-
ment Company 
property in Mind-
en, W.Va.

“This cleanup 
is a long-over-
due investment 
in the health and 
safety of Minden 
residents,” said 
Governor Mor-

risey. “Thanks to 
the collaboration 
among federal, 
state, and local 
partners, we are 
taking meaningful 
steps to protect 
West Virginians 
from dangerous 
chemicals.”

Contamination 
on the site stems 
from damaged 
t r a n s f o r m e r s 
placed by Shaffer 
Equipment Com-
pany between 
1970 and 1984, 
resulting in poly-
chlorinated bi-
phenyls (PCBs) 
leaking into the 
surrounding soil 
and Arbuckle 
Creek. Exposure 
to PCBs have been 

linked through 
numerous studies 
to a heightened 
cancer risk and re-
productive issues.

While initial 
cleanup actions 
were taken in the 
1980s and early 
2000s, ongoing 
concerns led to 
renewed assess-
ments by the U.S. 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Protection Agen-
cy (EPA) in 2017. 
In 2019, the site 
was added to the 
EPA’s Nation-
al Priorities List 
(NPL), making 
the site eligible 
for Superfund re-
sources.

Governor Mor-
risey’s office, in 

coordination with 
the West Virginia 
Department of En-
vironmental Pro-
tection (WVDEP), 
successfully se-
cured the required 
$2 million state 
match, ensuring 
the project will 

move forward. A 
formal contract 
between WVDEP 
and EPA Region 
3 was finalized in 
April 2025.

Learn more 
about the Arbuck-
le Creek Super-
fund Site here.



Series On Calvinism (Part 17)
Irresistible Grace

(The last two weeks we have only looked at definitions of irresistible grace as given by 
Calvinists. This was necessary so we would be on the same page in discussing the proof 
texts used to support this doctrine. Today we will begin to look at those scriptures.)

by Gene Taylor
Proof Texts Used to Support Irresistible Grace
Acts 16:14. The argument Calvinists base on this passage is 

that God opened Lydia’s heart to receive the word. She then heard 
it and was saved. The answer to this argument is that Calvinists 
have things out of order. The proper order is that Lydia began as 
a worshiper of God (vv. 13, 14); after she heard Paul, Silas and 
Timothy preaching, her heart was then opened (v. 14); and she 
responded and obeyed the Lord. (v. 15) It is interesting to note 
that Calvinists will use this passage as a proof text for Irresistible 
Grace but exclude reference to Lydia’s baptism.

Romans 8:7. The argument here is that the “carnal mind,” 
possessed by those who are depraved, cannot understand, 
believe or obey the spiritual law of God. The answer here is to 
consider the verse in context—verses 1-8. Seen in the context is 
the free agency of man in choosing whether to obey or disobey 
God. In reality, the passage is teaching a simple principle: those 
who are spiritually minded, those who have an interest in spiritual 
things, will be obedient to the commands of God and those who 
are carnally minded, those who possess no interest in spiritual 
matters, will be disobedient.

God does not force anyone to accept or reject His will. Calvinism 
simply views people as automatons (“A machine or control 
mechanism designed to follow automatically a predetermined 
sequence of operations or respond to encoded instructions” 
[Webster’s Seventh New Collegiate Dictionary, p. 60]) with no will 
of their own. While Calvinists teach that since a person is born 
totally depraved, he cannot even desire to do good, they say that 
if he is one of those who have been given unconditional election 
by God, that when God calls him, he cannot do anything to resist.

Copyright © 2022 David Padfield Send comments 
to: zionchurch@padfield.com

(Continued next week when we will look at the scriptural 
objections to the doctrine of irresistible grace.)
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West Virginia Anglers Catch Record Largemouth 
Bass, Blue Catfish

CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) — The West 
Virginia Division of Natu-
ral Resources (WVDNR) 
announced today that a re-
cord-breaking largemouth 
bass and blue catfish were 
caught in May, marking the 
fifth and sixth confirmed 
state record fish of 2025.

“These record catches 
showcase not only the in-
credible fishing opportuni-
ties in West Virginia, but 
also the dedication and 
skill of our anglers,” said 
WVDNR Director Brett 
McMillion. “We’re proud 
to see our state’s waters 
producing trophy-class 
fish that create unforgetta-
ble moments and lifelong 
memories.”

On May 8, Seth Spry of 
Lumberport, W.Va., caught 
a 26.26-inch, 9.85-pound 
largemouth bass at a pri-
vate pond in Harrison 

County using a live blue-
gill on 30-pound braided 
line. WVDNR District 2 
fisheries biologist Dustin 
Smith confirmed Spry’s 
catch, which surpasses the 
previous 25.75-inch length 
record set by Eli Gain in 
2001. The largemouth bass 
weight record remains with 
David Heeter, who caught 
a 12.28-pound, 24.8-inch 
fish in a private pond in 
Grant County in 1994.

On May 9, Justin Connor 
from Milton, W.Va., caught 
a 51.49-inch, 66.30-pound 
blue catfish on the 
Kanawha River in Putnam 
County using a mooneye on 
80-pound test line. WVD-
NR fish culturist Ryan 
Bosserman, who works 
at the Apple Grove Fish 
Hatchery, confirmed Con-
nor’s catch, which surpass-
es the previous 50.82-inch 
length record, set by Kim-

berly Feltner of Madison, 
Ind. in 2024. The blue cat-
fish weight record remains 
with Michael John Drake, 
who caught a 69.45-pound, 
50.51-inch fish on the Ohio 
River in 2023.

So far in 2025, the WVD-
NR has reported a re-
cord-breaking 3.6-pound, 
17.7-inch black crappie in 
May, a record-breaking 

24.57-inch, 5.75-pound 
redhorse sucker and re-
cord-breaking 12.44-inch, 
1.60-pound redear sun-
fish in April and a re-
cord-breaking 27.60-inch, 
12.55-pound tiger trout 
in March. A current list 
of state record fish can 
be found at WVdnr.gov/
state-records.

All anglers 15 and older 

must have a West Virgin-
ia fishing license, which 
can be purchased online 
at WVfish.com. Anglers 
are reminded that a trout 
stamp is required when 
fishing for trout. They are 
also encouraged to upgrade 
their fishing experience by 
opting for a physical license 
card when they purchase 
their 2025 fishing license.

Justin Connor from Milton, W.Va., caught a 51.49-
inch, 66.30-pound blue catfish on the Kanawha River 
in Putnam County, breaking the state’s previous blue 
catfish length record.

Seth Spry of Lumberport, W.Va., caught a 26.26-
inch, 9.85-pound largemouth bass at a private pond 
in Harrison County, breaking the state’s previous 
largemouth bass length record.


