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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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EERIE SPELL ASPECT EVOLVEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: When she slept on the top bunk at her friend’s 

house, it was a — SLEEPOVER 

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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DOUGH SKIER ANYONE INSISTYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: To go from the Stone to the Bronze, to the Iron, 

to the Middle, etc. — TOOK AGES
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A native of Bluefield, W est Virginia, 
Dr. Webb earned his Doctorate in 
Psychology from Marshall 
University in 2023. His training 
focused on serving rural and 
underserved communities, 
and he has experience in 
community mental health community mental health 
correctional settings.

Sara Berki singing Country Roads at a 2024 football match

John Denver’s “Country Roads” still paved  
with nostalgia

Fifty-five years 
ago this year, John 
Denver performed 
“Take Me Home, 
Country Roads” 
for the first time in 
public at The Cel-
lar Door in Wash-
ington, D.C. Re-
leased as a single 
in April the follow -
ing year, “Coun-
try Roads” (as it’s 
fondly known) 
quickly became a 
pop sensation. 

With its catchy, 
sing-along melo-
dy and heartfelt 
lyrics, the hit tune 
resonated across 
borders – national 
and international – 
even though it paid 
tribute to a single 
U.S. state, West 
Virginia. Evok -
ing deep nostalgia 
and the universal 
longing for going 
home, the song has 
remained popular 
even becoming one 
of West Virginia’s 
four official state 
songs in 2014.

Composed by Bill 
Danoff and Taffy 
Nivert, with Den -
ver facilitating the 
ballad’s comple-
tion, numerous 
cover versions of 
“Country Roads” 
appear on You-
Tube today where 
it remains as pro-
lific as the Moun -
tain State’s daz-
zling fall leaves are 
abundant. 

Among my fa-
vorite versions are 
performances by 
The Petersens (a 
Missouri bluegrass 
family), the Her -
mes House Band (a 
Dutch pop group), 
New Zealander Ja-
mie McDell, and 
South Korean You-
Tuber J.Fla.

While none can 
surpass the origi-
nal, in my opinion, 
one standout con-
temporary version 
comes from Down 
Under. Since post-
ing it on Instagram, 
TikTok, Facebook, 
and YouTube, 

Aussie country 
music singer Sara 
Berki has racked 
up over 20 million 
views of her 2024 
live pre-match 
performance at an 
Australian Foot -
ball League game 
in the state of 
Queensland. The 
song has even been 
adopted by the 
Brisbane Lions’ 
football club as 
their official team 
song.

“It was an abso-
lute privilege to be 
able to play at the 
game,” Sara told 
me by email. She 
says Denver’s sto-
rytelling was not 
only admirable, 
but memorable 
and personal.

“His music is 
sentimental, hon -
est, and sincere 
which is relatable 
to so many human 
beings around the 
world in every gen-
eration,” she notes. 
“It reminds me of 
my Welsh grand-
mother playing it 
in her living room 
on vinyl when I 
was a little girl. It 
makes me think of 
home – tall pines, 
rolling green hills, 
and maple leaves 
all over the road 
when the weather 
changes. I think 
of my Mum, and 
how I always trav-
el back home down 
the highway to 
her house when 
I’m feeling a little 
lost.”

Originally from 
Bundaberg on the 
Queensland east 
coast, and receiv-
ing a six-string ny -
lon guitar for her 
8th birthday, Ber -
ki now lives near 
Sydney. As a sing-
er-songwriter, her 
numerous compo-
sitions include the 
debut self-funded 
single “Fallin’ off 
the Heartline” in 
2022. A more re-
cently released 
song “Tear You 
Apart” checks all 
the required box-

es for a successful 
country chart hit 
(www.saraberk i .
com).

Berki plans to 
travel to the U.S. 
this year, includ -
ing Nashville, 
where every young 
country singer as-
pires to perform 
one day.

“I can’t wait to 
meet some in-
spiring people, 
play some writer’s 
rounds, work with 
songwriters and 
producers that I’ve 
had written down 
in my little black 
book since being 
an artist, drink 
some Dr Pepper, 

eat fried chicken, 
and just take it all 
in really,” she says. 
“I’m excited to ex-
perience American 
culture, the land -
scapes, and all the 
opportunities that 
it can offer.”

In addition to be -
ing inspired by the 
Denver classic, she 
hopes to elicit that 
same inspiration 
in others through 
her own music. 

“It’s just a 
w e l l - r e s p e c t e d 
song – a classic 
that will always 
remain popular,” 
she says. “Since 
playing it live and 
sharing it on You-

Tube, I’ve found 
it has meaning for 
each and every sin-
gle person. I just 
remind myself that 
it’s my job on this 
earth to make peo-
ple feel something, 
that’s all I can hope 
for.”

Nick Thomas 
teaches at Au-
burn University at 

Montgomery, in 
Alabama, and has 
written features, 
columns, and in-
terviews for nu-
merous magazines 
and newspapers. 
A keen hiker, he 
has walked many 
beautiful trails in 
West Virginia. See 
www.getnick.org.

Nick Thomas


