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A Look Back at 2024: Part 2
May
Summers Coun-

ty Shines at Annual 
Scholarship Recep-
tion

SUMMERS COUN-
TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - West Virginia 
is known for its phil-
anthropic spirit. As 
a testament to this 
reputation, Summers 
County illustrated 
such benevolence at 
its Annual Scholarship 
Reception, held on 
May 13 at the Hinton 
Freight Depot. Hin-
ton Area Foundation 
awarded 111 scholar-
ships to 58 students 
totaling $127,350. 
Parents, donors and 
HAF Board members 
attended the celebra-
tion to honor recipi-
ents. Congratulations 
to all of this year’s re-
cipients.

Campaign 2000 – 
$1000 each: Ashton 
Basham, Ellie Rhodes, 
Emily Cox, Sydney 
Farrish.

Ann Gore Scholar-
ship Fund - $500 Al-
yvia Harvey.

CHPR Gwinn Family 
Scholarship – $3000 
each: Baylee Bentley, 
Abbie Keaton.

Bill Van Sant Schol-
arship Fund – $2000 
Kristen Ratliff.

SC KIDS Fine Arts 
Scholarship Fund – 
$1000 Chloe Lester, 
$250 each: Gavin Pi-
vont, Sullivan Pivont, 
Krystina Gore, Tania 
Bond.

Joyce Jarrell Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund 
- $1200 each: Gavin 
Pivont, Hallie Rodes, 
Lauren Foster, Kaylee 
Jones.

Kiwanis Club of 
Hinton Scholarship 
– $500 each: Syd-
ney Farrish, Kaylee 
Jones,, Emily Cox, 
Emily Nichole Rich-
mond, Sarah Turner, 
Hallie Rodes, DaN-
aylee Long.

Kiwanis Club of 
Hinton Scholarship - 
$250 each: Karsynn 
Davis, Harley Ward, 
Alyvia Harvey, Jordan 
Rutherford, Ashley 
Cooper, Emily Renee 
Richmond, Katelyn 
Martin.

Kiwanis Club of 
Hinton Scholarship 
- $150 Sean Cooper, 
Brian Cooper, Megan 
Cooper.

S t o k e s - R o t a r y 
Scholarship Fund – 
$1500 Lauren Foster, 
$500 Sarah Turner.

Margaret Peggy 
Rossi - $1250 Tania 
Bond, $400 Aaliyah 
Forren.

P l u m l e y - R o t a r y 
Scholarship- $ 1500 
Bryson Keaton, $1000 
Sarah Turner.

Randy “Paul” Mar-
tin II Scholarship 
Fund –$700 Wilson 
Sears.

William E. “Bil-
ly” Turner Memo-
rial Fund – $1600 
each: Alyvia Harvey, 
Kayleigh Taylor, Son-
ny Whitt.

Hildred Smith 
Music Scholarship 
– $2000 Logan Os-
borne.

James & Julia 

(Bransford) Cox Fund 
-$1000 Ella Jean 
Gore.

William Garten 
Scholarship –$700 
each: Sullivan Piv-
ont, Gavin Pivont, Liv 
Meador, Avery Pivont.

Gene Fife Scholars 
Fund - $1000 Michae-
la Wynes.

First United Meth-
odist Church/Eleanor 
Meadows Scholarship 
Fund - $1500 Carolyn 
Calpin.

Summers County 
Historical Scholarship 
- $1000 Tania Bond.

Lori and Mitch 
Bowling Student Ath-
letic Fund - $1500 Liv 
Meador.

Dr. Shammaa Me-
morial Fund - $800 
Jonathan Bennett.

Burkey and Mary-
Lou Lilly Memorial 
Fund – $2500 Jona-
than Bennett, $2000 
DaNaylee Long.

Smith -Willey Schol-
arship Fund - $625 
each: Brian Cooper, 
Sean Cooper, Emily 
Grimmett,

Kristen Ratliff.
Jones-Willey Schol-

arship Fund - $800 
each: Ashley Cooper, 
Megan Cooper, Emily 
Richmond.

Kimberley Anne 
Abbott Scholarship – 
$1000 Emily Turner.

William G. & Joyce 
H. Meador Lifelong 
Learning Fund – 
$1000 Jordan Ruth-
erford.

Dr. Matthew Ellison 
Memorial Scholarship 
- $1000 each: Na-
thaniel Day, Krystina 
Gore, DaNaylee Long.

FNB of Hinton 
Scholarship – $500 
Tania Bond.

Paul E. Hess Me-
morial Scholarship – 
$900 each: Gavin Pi-
vont, Sullivan Pivont.

Howard Creed Fund 
- $1200 each: Sullivan 
Pivont, Gavin Pivont, 
Ellie Rhodes, Bryson 
Keaton, Avery Pivont.

Claude Johnson Me-
morial Scholarship - 
$1500 Kristen Ratliff.

NBS Scholarship- 
$600 Sean Cooper.

Ralph Jones Schol-
arship – $2500 Law-
son Jones.

Lincoln School 
Scholarship Fund - 
$800 Michaela Wyn-
es.

John & Betty Hen-
drick Fund - $2000 
Kristen Ratliff.

Dr. Joseph F. Marsh, 
Jr. Scholarship Fund 
– $1000 Aaliyah For-
ren

Jean Dressler Bea-
sley Fund –$1000 
each: Karsynn Davis, 
Aaliyah Forren, Ma-
doc Lathroum, Mol-
ly Mann, Logan Os-
borne, Lauren Pack, 
Kristen Ratliff, Na-
than Tickle.

Clark Family Schol-
arship – $ 500 Kris-
ten Ratliff.

Coach Julian 
“Buzzy” Richmond – 
$500 Lawson Jones.

John Henry Histori-
cal Scholarship –$500 
Michaela Wynes.

Robert and Faye 
Gwinn Scholarship 
Fund -$1500 each: 

Emily Grimmett, Mi-
chael Mann, Lauren 
Pack, Laci Sears, Na-
than Tickle; $1000 
each Micahi Houch-
ins, Emily Justice, 
John Meadows, Emily 
Short, and $500 Ja-
cob Richmond.

Ellsworth and Beu-
lah Hedrick Scholar-
ship Fund – $1000 
Emily Grimmett.

Marjorie and Lester 
Bowles Scholarship 
Fund - $1000 Robert 
Luke Jones.

Darrell K. Cales 
Trust Scholarship - 
$5000 each: Maggie 
Gunter, Kaylee Jones, 
Lauren Foster, Mol-
ly Mann, Harmony 
Richmond.

Scholarship Com-
mittee Chairman, 
Nancy Durnan states, 
“We are continually in 
awe by the generosity 
of our donors and our 
community.”

Hinton Area Foun-
dation would like to 
thank the city of Hin-
ton for providing the 
venue and Lucky Riv-
ers for catering the 
event. Additionally, 
Coach Jerod Ewing 
and Assistant Coach 
Austin Lilly of the 
SCCHS Golf Team 
and their members 
for their assistance in 
setting up the venue: 
Brian Cooper, Sean 
Cooper, Christian Dil-
lon, Xavier Honaker, 
Annalyn Lilly and Av-
ery Lilly.

June
Shirla and David 

Ballard named 2024 
John Henry Days Pa-
rade Marshalls

TALCOTT W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - 
Long-time John Hen-
ry Days volunteers 
David and Shirla Bal-
lard have been named 
Parade Marshalls for 
the 2024 John Henry 
Days Festival. Shirla 
and David recent-
ly spoke about being 
named Parade Mar-
shals, volunteering 
and life.

Shirla explained 
that she was raised in 
Talcott and that her 
dad was in the Ru-
ritan Club when the 
original John Henry 
statue was brought in 
and put in its spot up 
on the hill with the ca-
boose. There’s a pic-
ture of it down at the 
tunnel, Shirla went on 
to explain.

Shirla noted that 
one of the things she 
enjoys most about 
John Henry Days is 
the rubber ducky race. 
It’s not on the river 
anymore she said, but 
she loves selling the 
tickets and getting to 
interact with the peo-
ple. Another favorite 
thing is running the 
John Henry Days mu-
seum and gift shop. 
David helps out and 
greets all the people, 
including some indi-
viduals from places 
as far away as Hawaii. 
Both Shirla and Da-
vid said they consid-
er it a huge honor to 
have been chosen as 
parade Marshals and 
were so shocked to get 

the news. They were 
in Myrtle Beach with 
their daughters and 
were completely taken 
by surprise.

Shirla and David 
wanted to make sure 
everyone remembers 
to come out for the 
free music and bring a 
chair to stay and enjoy 
a fun evening. Shirla 
said the whole event 
wouldn’t be possible 
without all the volun-
teers working behind 
the scenes to make ev-
erything go smoothly. 
She thinks they de-
serve recognition, too.

Congratulations to 
wonderful people on a 
well-deserved honor.

July
Three arrested for 

kidnapping, assault in 
Summers County

MEADOW BRIDGE 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 
- A 70-year-old man 
was reportedly kid-
napped, robbed and 
beaten in Summers 
County on Monday, 
July 15. Three individ-
uals have been arrest-
ed.

According to a state-
ment from the West 
Virginia State Po-
lice, “On Thursday, 
July 18, 2024, Senior 
Trooper S. K. Weikle 
of the Hinton Detach-
ment, received a com-
plaint regarding an 
elderly man who had 
been abducted, beaten 
and robbed.”

The statement goes 
on to say, “Senior 
Trooper S.K. Weikel’s 
investigation revealed 
that on or about Mon-
day, July 15, 2024, 32 
year old Lataura E. 
Jarrett, 32 year old 
Wesely S. Taylor and 
24 year old Johna-
than W. Cales all of 
the Meadow Bridge/
Rainelle area, drove 
70 year old Johnny J. 
Simms, to an aban-
doned residence on 
Redden Hollow Road 
in Summers County. 
While at the aban-
doned residence, 
Lataura Jarrett, Wes-
ley Taylor and Johna-
than Cales severely 
beat and robbed John-
ny Simms of his mon-
ey. Lataura Jarrett, 
Wesley Taylor and 
Johnathan Cales then 
bound Johnny Simms 
with rope and left him 
at the abandoned res-
idence without aid. 
Johnny Simms was 
able to free himself 
and escape from the 
residence sometime 
on Wednesday, July 
17, 2024. Johnny 
Simms was able to 
obtain help and was 
subsequently taken to 
Charleston Area Med-
ical Center for treat-
ment of his injuries.”

Warrants were is-
sued and police ar-
rested Lataura Jar-
rett, Wesley Taylor 
and Johnathan Cales 
“on charges of Kid-
napping, Robbery, 
Assault During the 
Commission of a Felo-
ny, Malicious Assault, 
and Conspiracy to In-
flict Injury,” accord-
ing to the statement.

Police also notes 

that, “Wesley Tay-
lor was transported 
to and is currently 
housed at Central Re-
gional Jail. Lataura 
Jarrett and Johnathan 
Cales were transport-
ed to and are current-
ly housed at Southern 
Regional Jail. Lataura 
Jarrett, Wesley Taylor 
and Johnathan Cales 
are being held with-
out bond until their 
appearance before 
Summers County Cir-
cuit Judge Robert A. 
Irons. The status of 
this investigation re-
mains active and on-
going.”

August
Musings from Mem-

ory Lane: Dad, Me 
and his guitar

One thing that was 
always constant in my 
Dad’s life was music. 
I think he was born 
with a love for it down 
deep in his soul. I re-
member him telling 
me about having his 
friend, Edward Webb, 
show him how to play 
the guitar when he was 
a teenager. He said he 
had almost given up 
when a melody strung 
together and he knew 
that he had to keep go-
ing. From there, Dad’s 
love for music and 
the guitar kept grow-
ing. Soon, he joined 
a group of friends 
and was playing local 
events. They had their 
own radio show on the 
local radio station and 
Dad said some people 
called him Hinton’s 
own Johnny Cash. 
While he loved that 
and all the requests to 
sing Ring of Fire, he 
secretly wanted to be 
known as the local El-
vis Presley. 

My earliest memo-
ries of my Dad and his 
guitar involve an old 
reel-to-reel record-
er he had. He loved 
making recordings 
of his guitar playing. 
He would put paper 
across an oatmeal box 
to simulate a drum. 
I thought it was the 
most fun thing in the 
world but to my Dad, 
it was super serious. 
We were always going 
to spaghetti dinners, 
nursing homes, etc. 
for him to play with 
his group. Eventually, 
Dad got a group to-
gether at church, and 
church events were 
traded for spaghetti 
dinners. I still have 
the cassette tapes 
he recorded with his 
church group– The 
Good News Trio. Dad 
played and sang in the 
church up until his 
health no longer al-
lowed it. 

Growing up, we 
would sit around with 
Dad playing the gui-
tar. He was a perfec-
tionist. If he messed 
up, the whole song had 
to be started over. One 
of his favorite groups 
to play was the Stat-
ler Brothers. I think 
that’s why I enjoy go-
ing to see Jimmy For-
tune perform so much 
now. For a moment, 
I’m transported back 
in time and I’m back 

with my Dad playing 
those same songs on 
his country and west-
ern model Gibson 
hummingbird. That 
guitar was more than 
an instrument to my 
Dad. When he picked 
it up, it became an ex-
tension of his very be-
ing. Anyone who ever 
heard him play would 
understand. 

After my Mom 
passed away, Dad 
clung to that guitar 
like a lifeline–like it 
was the only thing 
keeping him going. 

Now that Dad’s 
gone, I look at the 
guitar and it’s like 
having a piece of him 
still with me. It’s get-
ting ready to take a 
place of honor on my 
wall. It’s more than a 
guitar. It’s a symbol 
of everything my Dad 
was. A beautiful mel-
ody to hear again and 
again every time I see 
that Gibson.

WV Daily News and 
Hinton News now of-
fer free online access 
to legal notices

L E W I S B U R G , 
W.Va. (WVDN) — The 
West Virginia Dai-
ly News and Hinton 
News have announced 
that all printed legal 
public notices and 
advertisements will 
now also be freely ac-
cessible online. The 
legal notices can be 
searched and viewed 
on their respective 
websites, wvdn.com 
and hintonnews.com.

In addition to these 
platforms, the notic-
es are also available 
through the West 
Virginia Press Asso-
ciation’s statewide 
legal notice system 
at wvlegals.com. This 
move aims to better 
serve the community 
by making important 
legal announcements 
more easily accessible 
to the public.

The new online ac-
cess is provided as a 
free service, allowing 
individuals to search 
for legal notices and 
advertisements with-
out any cost. Both 
newspapers are com-
mitted to providing a 
public service to their 
readers and ensuring 
transparency in legal 
matters across the 
state.

Publisher Scot 
Refsland stated, “By 
expanding access to 
both print and digital 
platforms, the West 
Virginia Daily News 
and Hinton News 
hope to enhance the 
public’s ability to stay 
informed on legal is-
sues, government pro-
ceedings, and other 
community-related 
matters.”

The legal notices 
cover a wide range of 
topics, including re-
quests for bids, fore-
closures, public hear-
ings, and government 
announcements. With 
this new initiative, the 
newspapers aim to 
ensure that important 
information reaches 
a broader audience in 
the digital age.
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Main Street Care
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“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA
Applications Being Accepted!

Applications for the Civil Service Examination 
for the position of 

Summers County Deputy Sheriff
 will be available beginning 

Wednesday, January 15, 2025.
Application packages shall be received from and 

returned to Lynn Reed, Summers County Clerk, 120 
Ballengee Street, Suite 106, Hinton, WV 25951. All 
persons interested in this position must make application 
by Friday, February 14, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.

Persons successfully completing the Physical Agility 
test will be notified of the time, date and location of the 
Civil Service Examination. All applicants certified or non-
certified must take the physical agility test. 

We urge all veterans and minorities to apply. Applicants 
must live within 5 miles of Summers County. 

The Summers County Commission is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. Discrimination is prohibited due 
to race, creed, color, religion, sex, orientation or national 
origin. Applicants must be 18 years old and not more than 
45 years old on the date of application.

CIVIL SERVICE APPLICATION
DEPUTY SHERIFF

Two students from Hinton make 
SNHU 2024 President’s List

M A N C H E S T E R , 
NH (Hinton News) - 
It is with great plea-
sure that Southern 
New Hampshire 
University (SNHU) 
congratulates the fol-
lowing students on 
being named to the 
Fall 2024 President’s 
List. The fall terms 
run from September 
to December.

Full-time under-
graduate students 
who have earned a 
minimum grade-

point average of 
3.700 and above 
for the reporting 
term are named to 
the President’s List. 
Full-time status is 
achieved by earn-
ing 12 credits over 
each 16-week term or 
paired 8-week terms 
grouped in fall, win-
ter/spring, and sum-
mer.

Tabitha Meadows 
of Hinton (25951)

Christopher Beau-
doin of Hinton 

(25951)
Southern New 

Hampshire Univer-
sity (SNHU) is a pri-
vate, nonprofit, ac-
credited institution 
with a 92-year histo-
ry of educating tradi-
tional-aged students 
and working adults. 
Now serving more 
than 200,000 learn-
ers worldwide, SNHU 
offers approximately 
200 undergraduate, 
graduate, and certifi-
cate programs, avail-

able online and on 
its 300-acre campus 
in Manchester, NH. 
Recognized as one 
of the “Most Innova-
tive” regional univer-
sities by U.S. News 
& World Report 
and one of the fast-
est-growing univer-
sities in the country, 
SNHU is committed 
to expanding access 
to high quality, af-
fordable pathways 
that meet the needs 
of each learner.

HINTON, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) – The 
Summers County 911 
Center handled a sig-
nificant call volume in 
2024, answering 31,252 
calls for service, accord-
ing to Director Loyd 
Lowry.

This equates to an 
average of over 85 calls 

per day. Lowry empha-
sized that the average 
wait time for callers to 
connect with a 911 op-
erator was just six sec-
onds, measured from 
the moment the last “1” 
is dialed.

“I am very proud of 
the staff here at our 911 
Center,” Lowry said. 
“We are here when you 
need us.”

Summers County 
911 Center Reports 
High Call Volume, 

Fast Response 
Times in 2024

Rebecca Stalnaker

The Hillbilly Storyteller: Jackie’s Mandolin
Hello everyone. It’s 

the Hillbilly Story-
teller again and do I 
have a good one for 
you today. I have a 
friend named Jackie. 
We live around the 
road from each oth-
er. Jackie is 87 years 
old and I am 74 years 
old. We have been 
friends for a very 
long time.

Last year when I 
was over at Jackie’s 
house I was nosing 
around and saw a 
beautiful mandolin 
in a wood and glass 
case. It was beau-
tiful. I said, “Hey, 
Jackie. Where did 
you get this mando-
lin? It sure is pret-
ty.” Jackie looked me 
dead in the eye and 
said, “Well, there is 
a story behind how 
I come to get that 
mandolin.” I said, 
“Well, tell it to me. 
You know I love a 

good story.” So Jack-
ie started telling me 
the story. When he 
was finished I said, 
“Now Jackie, you 
need to write that 
story down. It’s a 
good one.” He said, 
“Well, you know I 
ain’t no writer.” I 
said, “Well, neither 
am I but give it a 
shot.”

A few weeks later I 
was at Jackie’s house 
again. He handed 
me a piece of paper 
and asked me to read 
over it and make 
any changes or cor-
rections. I told him 
I would. Below is 
the story written by 
Jackie of how he got 
his mandolin.

Music in the Woods
by 
Jackie
One day while 

walking in the woods 
of the old home place

I heard a voice say
“Come this way
There is no time to 

waste”
So I walked that 

way 
As happy as could 

be
And I thought I 

heard music 
Coming from an 

old cherry tree
I took the wood 

home 
And much to my 

surprise
I could see a man-

dolin 
Right before my 

eyes
Now I am a wood 

worker 
Almost everyone 

will agree
But to take a man-

dolin from a block of 
wood 

Is not my specialty
So I took the wood 
To an old friend of 

mine
He said “Leave the 

wood here 
I take mandolins 

from wood all the 
time.”

Before long the 

work began 
With a very keen 

eye
And a skillful hand 
After a while the 

mandolin was set 
free

And it’s the very 
same one I saw in the 
old cherry tree

So I took some 
scraps of wood from 
that tree

And made a nice 
cabinet so everyone 
can see

The mandolin in 
all its beauty

Right back in the 
old cherry tree.

Jackie asked me 
to call him Old Man 
Jackie. He is kind 
of humble that way. 
I drew a picture to 
go with the story. I 
took the story and 
the picture to my sis-
ter. She said, “That 
story is really good. 
I am glad he wrote 
it. That is the kind of 
story people need to 
read. It will inspire 

them.” Then she 
said, “Well, that sto-
ry is really good but, 
Hillbilly, you need to 
work some more on 
that picture.” I had 
to agree.

Moral of the sto-

ry – wherever you 
go always look and 
listen for the beauty 
that is less obvious 
and it will make it-
self known.

Copyright © 2024 
Paul D. Bragg

The Hillbilly Storyteller

Old Man Jackie’s Mandolin by The 
Hillbilly Storyteller

WV Archives and History Displays 
New Exhibit Titled “A Flurry of 

Opportunities”
C H A R L E S T O N , 

W.Va. (Hinton News) 
– West Virginia Ar-
chives and History is 
currently displaying a 
new exhibit titled “A 
Flurry of Opportuni-
ties,” which explores 
the rich history of U.S. 
naturalization records 
and the stories of im-
migrants who have 
shaped the nation. 
The exhibit is in the 
Archives and History 
Library at the Culture 
Center, State Capitol 
Complex, in Charles-
ton. This immersive 
exhibit, which opened 
Dec. 18, 2024, will 
run through March 17, 
2025, and is free and 
open to the public.

The exhibit provides 
a unique and person-
al glimpse into the 
lives of immigrants by 
showcasing a selec-

tion of naturalization 
records from the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 
These documents, 
which mark the for-
mal process of be-
coming a U.S. citizen, 
reveal not only the 
procedural aspects of 
immigration but also 
the stories of individ-
uals seeking new lives 
and opportunities in 
America.

“A Flurry of Oppor-
tunities” takes visitors 
on a journey through 
time, from the first 
waves of European 
immigration to the 
diverse influx of peo-
ples from around the 
world. Through the 
lens of naturalization 
records, the exhibit ex-
plores the significance 
of citizenship and be-
longing in a constantly 
evolving society.

For more informa-
tion on the exhibit, call 

the Archives Library at 
304-558-0230.
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Learning Contentment
(continued from last week)

By Jeremy Paschall
“I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.” 

(Philippians 4.13)
Paul had learned contentment by trusting the Lord’s Provisions. 

He believed in Jesus’ promise for those who “seek first His kingdom 
and His righteousness” (Matthew 6.33) and that “God is able to 
make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed” 
(2 Corinthians 9.8). Furthermore, he trusted “the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” (Ephesians 1.3), the 
One “who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask 
or think” (3.20).

Paul had learned contentment by trusting the Lord’s Peace, 
a serenity enjoyed when we walk with Him — rejoicing, praying, 
thinking, and doing (Philippians 4.4-9) — and when we allow Him 
to walk with us (Hebrews 13.5-6). Paul had learned the worth of 
praying, in the words of T.O. Chisholm, “Be with me, Lord, no other 
gift or blessing, Thou couldst bestow could with this one compare; 
A constant sense of Thy abiding presence, Where’er I am to feel 
that Thou art near.”

Paul had learned contentment by trusting the Lord’s Power. He 
leaned upon the God “who always leads us in triumph in Christ” (2 
Corinthians 2.14), whose “grace is sufficient,” and whose “power 
is perfected in [our] weaknesses” (12.9). When everyone else had 
abandoned Paul, “the Lord stood with [him] and strengthened 
[him] . . . and [he] was rescued out of the lion’s mouth” (2 Timothy 
4.17). Only divine power could impart such confidence.

“And my God will supply all your needs according to His 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4.19)

Paul’s God — the God who fostered Paul’s contentment with 
His provisions, His peace, and His power — is able and willing to 
supply all our needs from His glorious storehouse of riches. He will 
cultivate within our hearts that same transcendent calm when we 
learn to trust “Him who strengthens” (Philippians 4.13). And when 
we do, we will join the resounding chorus of the content, “Now to 
our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen” (v. 20).

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: C&O Railroad Depot in Talcott

TALCOTT W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - This 
week’s tale is of various 
items that are concern-
ing the C&O Railroad 
Depot in Talcott. First, I 
am unable to find an ex-
act date of when it was 
constructed but from 
the style of it and from 
stories my late friend 
and fellow Summers 
County Historian John 
Kessler told me over the 
years, I think he had told 
me it was constructed in 
the 1880s. After the tun-
nel had been completed, 
the town really started 
to flourish.

The antique industrial 
wall oil lamp is from the 
Talcott depot. It hung in 
the room where the pas-
sengers waited to board 
the train. My grandfa-
ther and I purchased it 
from friend Betty Hen-
dricks who holds her 
famous “Barn Sale” on 
her farm in War Ridge 
to benefit the Children’s 
Home Society.

The photo you see 

of the depot is from 
roughly the mid-1930s. 
You can see that Trinity 
Methodist Church had 
not been relocated from 
its original location 
yet which was closer to 
the river, where it had 
flooded several times. 
The house you see on 
the left was built by my 
great-great-grandfather 
L.W. Thompson, who 
was a contractor in Tal-
cott.

My good friend Elisa 
Thompson (no relation) 
purchased it in 2021 
for a second home to 
stay in when she is here 
from Florida. The store 
building you can see di-
rectly to the right of her 
house in the photo was 
the “Miller Mercantile 
Company.” Remains of 
the sidewalk on the bank 
towards the church are 
still visible which used 
to be in place beside the 
store. 

The little green flour 
sifter was recently given 
to me by my friend Tom 
Hutchison, who is also 

a collector of Summers 
County memorabilia. 
The sifter says “The 
Miller Mercantile Com-
pany Talcott, W. Va.” 
This was a promotional 
giveaway used to adver-
tise the store.

The depot was torn 
down sometime in the 
1940s, one of the biggest 

mistakes I ever made in 
terms of history is the 
fact that I did not write 
down important infor-
mation such as these 
dates. Again John told 
me that when the depot 
was torn down, the lum-
ber that was salvaged 
and was used to build 
one of the houses that 

is on the bank to the 
right of Second Baptist 
Church there in Talcott.

My collection is so 
large I forget all that I 
have. And then I start 
rummaging through it 
to find a piece for my 
story and run across 
these pieces and the 

connection that can be 
made between many of 
them. It always gives 
me an idea for my next 
piece. However, I am 
sure it will change or be 
able to be added to by 
the time I write it the 
following Thursday.

William Jones

Talcott Depot. Photo provided by 
William Jones

A lamp used in the depot and a 
small green flour sifter. Photo 

provided by William Jones

Review of Netflix Series: American Primeval
Last week, in be-

tween working and 
watching the snow 
pour down outside my 
basement windows, 
I decided to give the 
new Netflix show, 
American Primeval, a 
try. 

Typically, shows 
that take place in the 
1800s don’t keep my 
interest that well and 
I either get bored with 
it and start something 
else, or doze off multi-
ple times in each epi-
sode.

However, neither 
of those things hap-
pened this time as the 
new hit series kept my 
attention from start to 
finish during the 6-ep-
isode run.

The show is directed 
by Pete Berg and stars 
Taylor Kitsch (plays 
Isaac Reed), Betty Gil-
pin (Sara Rowell), and 
Kim Coates (Brigham 
Young), among oth-
ers. Most episodes are 
close to an hour long, 
with the fifth one last-
ing just 36 minutes. 

American Prime-
val takes viewers on a 
gripping journey into 
the harsh and un-
tamed frontier of early 
America. The series, 
set in the late 18th 
century, offers a raw 
and unfiltered por-
trayal of the lives of 
settlers, Native Amer-
icans, and outlaws 
as they navigate the 
brutal realities of sur-
vival in a land where 

lawlessness reigns su-
preme.

The series centers 
around a diverse group 
of characters, each 
with their own mo-
tivations, strengths, 
and struggles. From 
rugged frontiersmen 
and women seeking 
a new life, to Native 
American tribes fight-
ing to protect their 
lands, the narrative 
weaves together mul-
tiple storylines that 
highlight the difficul-
ties and conflicts of 
this tumultuous era.

As the characters’ 
paths intersect, al-
liances are formed 
and broken, and the 
harshness of the en-
vironment tests their 
endurance and re-

solve. The show does 
not shy away from de-
picting the violence, 
hardship, and moral 
ambiguity that char-
acterized the time, 
making for a gritty 
and immersive view-
ing experience.

While engaged to 
the TV screen, I often 
found myself won-
dering if I could have 
survived back in those 
days. Well, I came to 
a decision that I could 
not. Just when a cer-
tain group of people 
settled on a piece of 
land where they felt 
safe, secure, and pro-
tected from would 
be enemies, another 
group would ride upon 
them, threaten them 
with violence, and the 

group would go on the 
move again. Land pro-
tection is a big part of 
the story, but surviv-
al from attacks of all 
kinds and spending 
countless nights out-
side in freezing condi-
tions also play a huge 
role.

One of the standout 
aspects of American 
Primeval is its com-
mitment to historical 
accuracy. The series 
creators have clearly 
done their homework, 
incorporating metic-
ulous details into the 
sets, costumes, and 
dialogue. This atten-
tion to authenticity 
adds a layer of realism 
to the show and im-
merses viewers in the 
period and it provides 

a fascinating glimpse 
into the daily lives and 
struggles of the era.

The show is very 
brutal and gory so if 
there are young chil-
dren in the household, 
it may be a good idea 
to send them to bed 
before viewing. 

There are so many 
different storylines 
that intertwine, it is 
difficult to pick a fa-
vorite one to follow, 
so the best idea is just 
follow and blend them 
all together. 

I highly recommend 
American Primeval on 
Netflix. Watch it and 
feel an appreciation 
that we are here today, 
and not back then.

Rating:
5 out of 5

Brandon Baker

Department of Arts, Culture and 
History Announces New Art Exhibit

CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) – The West 
Virginia Department of 
Arts, Culture and History 
will open a new exhibi-
tion at the Culture Center, 
State Capitol Complex, in 
Charleston on Sunday, Jan. 
26, at 2 p.m. with a recep-
tion and awards ceremony.

This exhibit, titled “West 

Virginia Wildlife,” is the 
third installation of In-
spired: A West Virginia 
Series of Juried Exhibi-
tions, featuring four differ-
ent West Virginia themes. 
Twenty-six West Virginia 
artists, representing fifteen 
counties were selected for 
the “West Virginia Wild-
life” show, which features 

thirty-two pieces, including 
painting, drawing, ceram-
ics, photography, digital 
illustration, and mixed me-
dia. The exhibit will remain 
on display in the Lower 
Lobby and Commissioner’s 
Gallery at the Culture Cen-
ter until May 9, 2025. 

The exhibit is free and 
open to the public.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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VITAL BERRY DOUBLE TRENDYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After all the pillaging and plundering, he thought 

maybe being a pirate was — “OVER-RAIDED”

Ans.
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

G
et

 th
e 

fre
e 

JU
ST

 J
UM

BL
E 

ap
p 

• F
ol

lo
w 

us
 o

n 
Tw

itt
er

 @
Pl

ay
Ju

m
bl

e

CUKLC

COETT

SJDUAT

NCNOAN

KITTY CIGAR GLOSSY TAVERNYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: They planned to drive from Denver to San Fran-

cisco and were expecting a — ROCKY START
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LEGAL NOTICE

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

NOTICE OF
REDEMPTION

2022-C-000014
Summers County
To: KL WRONKE, DE-

NISE LAWSON, IRS, 
ATTN: ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPART-
MENT, or heirs at law, 
devisees, creditors, rep-
resentatives, successors, 
assigns, all known heirs, 
guardians, conservators, 
fiduciaries, administra-
tors, lienholders, co-own-
ers, other parties having 
an undivided interest in 
the delinquent property, 
and other parties that may 
have any interest in the 
subject property. 

DISTRICT FOREST 
HILL MAP 7 PARCEL 
0064 0013 0000

You will take notice that 
WVTA LLC, the purchas-
er of the following real 
estate, Cert No. 2022-C-
000014, located in FOR-
EST HILL District, TRACT 
C OR 0.99 A. WHYTSELL 

CIVIL SERVICE
APPLICATION

DEPUTY SHERIFF 
Applications for the Civ-

il Service Examination for 
the position of Summers 
County Deputy Sheriff 
will be available beginning 
Wednesday, January 
15, 2025. 

Application packages 
shall be received from and 
returned to Lynn Reed, 
Summers County Clerk, 
120 Ballengee Street, Suite 
106, Hinton, WV 25951. 
All persons interested in 
this position must make 
application by Friday, 
February 14, 2025 at 
4:00 p.m. 

Persons successfully 
completing the Physical 
Agility test will be notified 
of the time, date and loca-
tion of the Civil Service Ex-
amination. All applicants 
certified or non-certified 
must take the physical 
agility test. 

We urge all veterans and 
minorities to apply. Appli-
cants must live within 5 
miles of Summers County. 

The Summers County 
Commission is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. 
Discrimination is prohibit-
ed due to race, creed, color, 
religion, sex, orientation or 
national origin. Applicants 
must be 18 years old and 
not more than 45 years old 
on the date of application.
(15,22ja)

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR BIDS 

Summers County Com-
mission is accepting sealed 
bids for a 2013 Dodge 
4D VIN No. 2C3CDXAT-
6DH721724. This vehicle 
is being sold “AS IS” and 
considered non-running. 
Sealed bids must be sub-
mitted to the Summers 
County Commission at 
120 Ballengee Street, Suite 
203, Hinton, WV 25951, or 
presented to the Summers 
County Clerk, 120 Ballen-
gee Street, Suite 106, Hin-
ton, WV 25951. Bids must 
be received in the office 
by the end of business on 
February 7, 2025, regard-
less of postmark. Sealed 
bids will be opened by the 
Summers County Com-
mission in Regular Session 
on Wednesday, February 
12, 2025. 

Terms of payment: Pay-
ment shall be made in full 
within five business days 
by certified check or cash 
made payable to the Sher-
iff of Summers County 
before possession can be 
taken. Vehicle must be re-
moved within five business 
days of receipt of title. In 
the event that the bid fails 
to meet statutory require-
ments, the Commission 
will reject all bids and refer 
the said vehicle to auction. 
To inspect the vehicle, 
contact Maintenance Su-
pervisor Jerry Grimmett 
at (304) 890-8432, for an 
appointment. 
Summers County Com-
mission 
Charles W. Saunders, 
President 
(22ja)

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CON-
TRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division 
of Highways through the 
Bid Express Bidding Ser-
vice (www.bidx.com) and 
by sealed proposals (only 
when prequalification is 
waived) being received 
at its office in Build-
ing 5, Room 843, 1900 
Kanawha Boulevard East, 
Charleston, West Virgin-
ia until March 13, 2025 at 
10:00 AM (Eastern Stan-
dard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or 
opened and read public-
ly thereafter for the con-
structions of the following 
project(s):
Call: 002
Contract: 2021000723
State Project: 
S389-STR/IP-25 00 
Federal Project: 
STP-2025(014)D
Description:
PAVEMENT MARKINGS
ROADWAY STRIPING
DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: FAYETTE, 
GREENBRIER, MON-
ROE, NICHOLAS, SUM-
MERS
DBE GOAL: 7% OF CON-
TRACT BID AMOUNT. 
BIDDER MUST PROVIDE 
WRITTEN ASSURANCE 
OF MEETING GOAL ON 
FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be re-
ceived from prequalified 
and West Virginia licensed 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid Proj-
ects a contractors’ license 
is not required at time of 
bid, but will be required 
before work can begin. 
Registration is required 
with the Department of 
Administration, Division 
of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, 

S/D which was returned 
delinquent or nonentered 
in the name of WRONKE 
K L, and was sold by the 
deputy commissioner of 
delinquent and nonen-
tered lands of SUMMERS 
County at the sale for the 
delinquent taxes on May 9, 
2023. WVTA LLC requests 
that you be notified a deed 
for such real estate will be 
made on or after April 1, 
2025, as provided by law, 
unless before that day you 
redeem such real estate. 
The amount needed to re-
deem on or before March 
31, 2025 will be as follows: 

Amount equal to the tax-
es and charges due on the 
date of the certification, 
with interest, for tax year 
ticket number 2021 - 1145 
.............................. $215.58

Back tax tickets, with in-
terest, and charges due on 
the date of certification for 
ticket number .......... $0.00 

Subsequent of taxes paid 
on the property, with in-
terest to for tax year 2022-
1142 ...................... $114.28  

Additional taxes with in-
terest ....................... $0.00 

Auditor’s Certification, 
Publication, and Redemp-
tion fee plus interest .........
..............................$158.20

Amount paid for Title 
Examination, notice to 
redeem, publication, per-
sonal service, Secretary of 
State with interest .............  
.............................. $670.14 

Additional Statutory 
Fees with Interest ...............
..................................$514.94

Total Amount Due and 
Payable to WV State 
Auditor - cashier check, 
money order, certified or 
personal check ..................
..........................$1,673.14

You may redeem at 
any time before March 
31, 2025 by paying the 
above total less any un-
earned interest. 

Given under my hand 
January 8, 2025.
Christal G. Perry
G. Russell Rollyson Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Delinquent and 
Nonentered Lands of 
SUMMERS County, State 
of West Virginia 
(22,29ja5fe)

Article 3, Section 12 of 
the West Virginia Code. 
All contractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically with 
their bid a Proposal Guar-
anty Bond for $500.00 or 
5% of the total bid, which-
ever is greater.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
reserves the right to defer, 
delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for any 
project designated in this 
advertisement, without the 
necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The de-
ferment, delay, postpone-
ment, and the date that 
proposals will be received 
and publicly opened will 
be available on www.bidx.
com.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
hereby notifies all bidders 
that it will affirmatively 
ensure that in any con-
tract entered into pursu-
ant to this advertisement, 
minority business enter-
prises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex or national 
origin in consideration for 
an award.
(22,29ja)

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - 
The Hinton Alco-
holics Anonymous 
group holds two 
weekly meetings on 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. 
and Wednesdays at 
noon, in the lower 
level of Ascension 
Episcopal Church. 
Both are open meet-
ings.

The entrance to 
the meeting area is 
through the rear of 
the church, which is 
located at the corner 
of Temple Street and 
5th Avenue 

For more informa-
tion, please call 304-
660-7073 or 1-800-
333-5051.

A.A. 
meetings 
in Hinton

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

Does the recycle 
symbol on an item in-
dicate that it is recy-
clable? Hopeful

Dear Hopeful,
According to www.

ethicalshift.com/, the 
recycle symbol was 
originally used to 
represent an item’s 
capability of being 
recycled, not that it 
would be recycled at 
all recycling facilities. 
While the item 
may be recyclable 
somewhere, it may not 
be recyclable at your 
particular location. 
There are several 
reasons for this, but 
the biggest reason is 
that items accepted 
for recycling vary not 
only from state to state 
and city to city but 
also from county to 
county. For example, 
the Greenbrier 
Recycling Center does 
not accept #1 plastic 
clam shells, whereas 
larger cities in the 
state have the capacity 
to do so. Recyclers 
should always check 
with the local recycling 
center before putting a 
questionable item in a 
bin. If in doubt about 
it being recyclable, 
throw it out. Putting 
items in a recycle bin 
that are not recyclable 
are contaminants and 
can spoil an entire bale 
of good recyclables.

The original 
recycle symbol was 
created in 1970 by 
Gary Anderson, a 
university student in 
North Carolina as an 
entry in a competition 
sponsored by the 
first Earth Day. The 
symbol is a triangle 
of chasing arrows 
representing reduce, 
reuse and recycle, as 
well as the circularity 
of reducing waste by 

keeping materials in 
the loop. This Mobius 
strip design was later 
used by the plastic 
industry to indicate 
the plastic resin code 
(1 – 7) used to make 
the product. There are 
also recycling symbols 
with numeric codes 
for cardboard(20), 
paper(22), steel(40), 
aluminum(41), and 
organic symbols, 
such as wood(50) 
and cotton(60). For 
more information on 
these seldom seen 
symbols, see www.rts.
com/blog/recycling-
symbols/.

Dear Recycle 
Lady,

I am doing some ear-
ly spring cleaning and 
have sorted through 
hundreds of mechan-
ical pencils, ink pens, 
felt-tip pens, and mag-
ic markers. Some of 
them are usable, but 
some of them are not. 
It’s simply amazing 
how many one family 
can accumulate over 
the years. Are the un-
usable pens recycla-
ble? Too Many Pens

Dear Too Many 
Pens,

Ink pens, markers 
and mechanical pencils 
are nearly impossible 
to recycle because 
they are all made up 
of several different 
types of plastic, metal 
and ink. The Recycling 
Center does not have 
the equipment to take 
these items apart and 
recycle each of the 
parts. Paper Mate and 
Sharpie markers can 
be recycled through a 
TerraCycle program 
(TerraCycle.com). For 
additional information 
on recycling pens 
and markers, check 
out the website, 
https://recyclenation.
com/2015/04/how-

to-recycle-markers/.
We are again look-

ing for an organization 
to take on the Trex 
plastic film project. 
The Boy Scouts, two 
Girl Scout groups and 
St. James Episcopal 
Church have all com-
pleted this project. 
After collecting 1,000 
pounds of plastic film, 
the organization re-
ceives a wonderful 
Trex bench. This proj-
ect can be completed 
in two or three months 
as the community is 
very supportive and 
puts plastic film in the 
collection boxes. It is 
easy to do, and sorters 
have the satisfaction of 
keeping 1,000 pounds 
of plastic out of the 
landfill. Plus, groups 
develop a great cama-
raderie around a com-
mon goal while having 
a good time. Please 
text me at 304-667-
1434 if you know of an 
organization that may 
be interested or if you 
have questions.

Good News: Cal-
ifornia and Oregon 
have banned the use of 
most polystyrene foam 
food containers. Poly-
styrene is a lightweight 
durable thermoplastic 
that is used for insu-
lation and packaging, 
and over time it breaks 
down into small piec-
es of plastic that take 
hundreds of years to 
decompose.

Have questions 
about recycling 
or interesting 
information about 
recycling? Send 
questions or requests 
to Recyclelady7@
gmail.com. Dear 
Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly 
by the Greenbrier 
Recycling Center 
and Greenworks 
Recycling.

Dear Recycle Lady

G R E E N B R I E R 
VALLEY W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Well-
spring is excited to 
announce its Hearts 
to Tables campaign; 
a monthly, recurring 
donation opportunity 
to help feed the com-
munity.

Officials said, “As 
many of you know, 
our list of recipi-
ents is growing. This 
past food pantry, we 
served over 500 in-
dividuals throughout 
Greenbrier Coun-
ty. We provided 
shelf-stable grocer-
ies, dairy products, 
frozen foods, fresh 
produce, and more. 
We have also been 
providing over 200 
lunches every week 
through our Bread 
and Soup Express 
program.”

Because of the 
growing need for food 
support, their need 
for financial support 
has also increased. If 
you choose to join the 
campaign, you will be 
helping feed 1,000 

people every month. 
Organizers said, “If 
we can meet the ba-
sic need for food, we 
can move closer to as-
sisting our neighbors 
with their holistic 
health needs.”

The options for do-
nating are easy—you 
can even set up re-
curring payments 
through PayPal if you 
choose. For only $40 
per month, you will 
also receive a rewards 
card that gives 10% 
off at participating 
local businesses in-
cluding A New Chap-
ter Bookstore, Wolf 
Creek Gallery, Swift 
Level Fine Meats and 
more.

“Please help us 
spread the word 
throughout our com-
munity; this will di-
rectly impact the lives 
of our low-income, 
unhoused, and disad-
vantaged neighbors,” 
officials encouraged. 
“Thank you for read-
ing this, and if you 
are interested, con-
tact us.”

Wellspring 
announces 

Hearts to Table 
campaign
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Can’t You See It? Can’t You See It? 
New Windows New Windows 

In The New Year!In The New Year!

Call Today For Your Free In-Home Estimate

1-800-WINDOW-WORLD
AMERICA’S #1 EXTERIOR REMODELER.

This Window World Franchise is independently owned and operated by 
Window World of Beckley, Inc. under license from Window World Inc.

Get Your Quote Today!
1-800-WINDOW-WORLD • 304-252-7494

www.windowworldbeckley.com

18 MONTHS NO 
INTEREST FINANCING*

WITH APPROVED CREDIT, RESTRICTIONS APPLY*

DOORS • WINDOWS • MORE
We help you stay warmer for less 
money with convenient, clean & 
economical propane gas! We also 
offer heating oil, fireplaces, 
logs, generators & heaters!

Selling Summers and Monroe and the region for 34 years!

Foxfire Realty, Richard Grist, Broker 
1029 Washington St. East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Randy S. Burdette, 
Associate Broker/REALTOR/Auctioneer WV927

Call or Text 304.667.2897 
randy@foxfirenation.com

West Virginia Attorney General JB McCuskey Takes 
Office; Announces Leadership Team

C H A R L E S T O N 
W.Va. (Hinton News) 
— John “JB” McCus-
key officially became 
the 35th West Virgin-
ia Attorney General. 
The transition hap-
pened at 12:01 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 13 
with a public swear-
ing-in at 11 a.m. 
Attorney General 
McCuskey has been 
working to ensure 
a smooth transition 
and with that, he 
is announcing his 
senior leadership. 
The team brings de-
cades of legal expe-
rience and will join 
McCuskey in his fight 
to preserve West Vir-
ginia values and move 
the state forward.

“I am honored to 
become the state’s 
next Attorney Gen-
eral and vow to fight 
every day to protect 
the people of West 
Virginia,” Attorney 
General McCuskey 
said. “Today, I am 
announcing my lead-
ership team. The tal-
ent we have been able 
to attract is second 
to none, bringing in 
attorneys from the 
private sector, those 
with experience in 
civil and criminal 
litigation, and those 
with experience in 
state government.

Together, this tal-
ented group will con-
tinue to lead the way 
to protect not only 
West Virginia’s citi-
zens and industries, 
but also ensure that 
West Virginia plays a 
key role in restoring 
American greatness.”

Jace Goins and 
Lauren Plymale have 
been named Chief 
Deputy Attorneys 
General. Caleb Da-
vid will be taking on 
the role of Deputy 
Solicitor General, 
serving under Solic-
itor General Michael 
Williams who has 
done an incredible 
job in the Morrisey 
Administration and 
will continue that 
work under Attorney 
General McCuskey. 
Steven Travis will 
remain the office’s 
general counsel. Ad-
ministratively, Jeff 
Waybright is joining 
the team as Chief of 
Staff, Kallie Cart is 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
and Director of Com-
munications and Be-
linda Carpenter is 
Executive Assistant 
to the Attorney Gen-
eral.

“We are moving 
into a well-run op-
eration, and for that 
I am thankful,” Mc-
Cuskey said. “My 
leadership team and 
I are looking forward 
to working with the 
existing employees, 
who hold a wealth 
of knowledge and 
work hard to protect 
the people of West 
Virginia. Those em-
ployees, combined 
with this new crop 
of talent, ensures a 
smooth transition 
as well as a focus on 
building on the im-
mense success of 
Governor Morrisey’s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . ” 
Senior Leadership 
Team:

•Jace Goins is join-
ing the Attorney 
General’s Office as 
Chief Deputy Attor-
ney General. Goins 
has nearly 30 years 
of courtroom experi-
ence managing com-
plex litigation as a 
member of Steptoe 
& Johnson PLLC, 
where he specialized 
in civil litigation. He 
has earned Martin-
dale-Hubbell’s pres-
tigious “AV” rating, 
which signifies that 
peers rank him at 
preeminent levels of 
legal ability and pro-
fessional ethics. Go-
ins was also named 
by Chambers USA 
as one of “America’s 
Leading Lawyers for 
Business” in the areas 
of Litigation: Medical 
Malpractice Defense, 
and was named as 
one of the Best Law-
yers in America in the 
areas of healthcare 
litigation, insurance 
litigation and pro-
fessional malpractice 
law. He has a B.A. 
from Washington & 
Lee University and a 
J.D. from West Vir-
ginia University Col-
lege of Law. 

•Lauren Plymale is 
Chief Deputy Attor-
ney General. Plym-
ale brings with her a 
wealth of experience 
both inside and out-
side the courtroom. 
Most recently, she 
was General Counsel 
for the State Auditor’s 
Office and Director of 
the Public Integrity 
and Fraud Unit where 
her team secured fel-
ony fraud convictions 
and tracked down 
millions in stolen 
taxpayer dollars. Pri-
or to that, she served 
17 years as an assis-
tant prosecutor in 

Cabell County where 
she tried several 
high-profile felony 
cases and fought in 
front of the West Vir-
ginia Supreme Court. 
She has a B.A. in 
Management Infor-
mation Systems from 
Marshall University 
and a J.D. from West 
Virginia University 
College of Law. 

•Michael Williams 
is the Solicitor Gener-
al for the State of West 
Virginia, where he 
represents the State 
in strategic litigation 
and appeals, includ-
ing cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 
Before joining the At-
torney General’s Of-
fice, Williams co-led 
Bush Seyferth PLLC’s 
complex-briefing and 
appeals group, rep-
resenting Fortune 
500 companies and 
others in suits across 
the country. He also 
practiced in the liti-
gation groups of two 
Washington, D.C. 
firms and clerked 
with the Appellate 
Division of the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office for 
the District of Maine. 
His work has been 
honored with a Best 
Brief Award from 
the National Asso-
ciation of Attorneys 
General and a Leader 
in Law Award from 
Michigan Lawyers 
Weekly. A graduate 
of the George Wash-
ington University 
Law School, Williams 
clerked for both the 
U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Fourth Circuit 
and the U.S. District 
Court for the District 
of Maryland. 

•Caleb B. David 
joins the Attorney 
General’s Office as 
Deputy Solicitor 
General and special 
counsel to Attorney 
General McCuskey. 
David spent the last 
10 years in private 
practice at Shuman 
McCuskey Slicer 
PLLC, where he was a 
member in the firm’s 
Charleston office. Da-
vid’s litigation prac-
tice included repre-
senting the State of 
West Virginia and its 
agencies and officials 
in complex matters 
in state and federal 
courts, trying cases to 
verdict and handling 
appeals before the 
Intermediate Court 
of Appeals, Supreme 
Court of Appeals and 
the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 

David is a graduate of 
Washington and Lee 
University School of 
Law and Washington 
& Jefferson College. 

•Steven Travis 
will remain General 
Counsel for the Attor-
ney General’s Office. 
Travis has been with 
the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office for the 
past 10 years; prior 
to that he worked for 
Jackson Kelly PLLC. 
Travis is a gradu-
ate of West Virginia 
University College of 
Law. 

•Jeff Waybright is 
joining the Attorney 
General’s Office as 
Chief of Staff. Way-
bright was the Chief 
of Staff in the State 
Auditor’s Office for 
9 years, where he 
helped run the day-
to-day operations 
and managed the 
more than 160-per-
son staff. He will 
bring those skills 
with him to help with 
operations within the 
Attorney General’s 
Office. Previously, 
Waybright was the 
Jackson County Clerk 
for more than 23 
years. He also served 
on the Jackson Coun-
ty School Board. 

•Kallie Cart joins 
the team as Director 
of Communications 
and Deputy Chief 
of Staff. Previously, 
Cart served as Depu-
ty Chief of Staff in the 
West Virginia State 
Auditor’s Office. Pri-
or to her roles in state 
government, Cart was 
an award-winning 
journalist, earning an 
Edward R. Murrow 

Award and recogni-
tions from the Asso-
ciated Press and West 
Virginia Broadcasters 
Association through-
out her more than 15-
year career in televi-
sion news. She spent 
most of that time at 
WCHS in Charles-
ton as a reporter and 
anchor where she 
held the powerful ac-
countable and now 
is a crucial part of 
achieving Attorney 
General McCuskey’s 
mission to lead with 
transparency. Cart 
is a graduate of the 

SI Newhouse School 
of Public Communi-
cations at Syracuse 
University. 

•Belinda Carpenter 
is the Executive As-
sistant to the Attor-
ney General. Carpen-
ter was the Human 
Resources Assistant 
Administrator in the 
West Virginia State 
Auditor’s Office, 
where she helped 
with the day-today 
operations of the of-
fice. Previously, she 
worked in office man-
agement within the 
medical field.

JB McCuskey


