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HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) -The City of 
Hinton is excited to an-
nounce the recent hire 
of Megan Stevens as a 
full-time Administra-
tive Assistant. Megan 
has jumped into learn-
ing everything there is 
to know about city oper-
ations and will begin to 
assume a variety of roles 
including Coordinator 
of Parks and Recreation 
to help develop outdoor 
recreation opportuni-
ties that will help ex-
pand local economy and 
tourism footprint. 

Stevens is a passion-
ate outdoor enthusiast 
from Raleigh, North 
Carolina. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Parks and Recreation 
Management in 2020 
and went on to com-
plete her master’s in Ex-
periential and Outdoor 
Education from West-
ern Carolina University 
in 2022.

Her training com-
bines her love of nature 
with a commitment to 
foster learning through 
hands-on experiences. 
Stevens’ personal goal is 
to bring people together 

through outdoor activ-
ities that create mean-
ingful connections with 
nature by focusing on 
providing enriching ex-
periences that promote 
personal growth, envi-
ronmental stewardship 
and community engage-
ment. “I am excited to 
be a part of the wonder-
ful opportunities hap-
pening in Hinton and 
Summers County,” said 
Stevens. 

“We are extremely 
excited to have some-
one with Megan’s ex-
perience and education 
to help guide the city. 
Outdoor recreation 
can help us create jobs, 
new businesses and will 
bring us much-needed 
exposure,” Mayor Jack 
Scott said.

Stevens’ experience 
includes employment 
with the City of Raleigh 
and the City of Ashe-
ville, North Carolina 
in outdoor recreation 
roles.

She is engaged to 
Summers County na-
tive, Tyler Turner, and 
will reside in Hinton 
and Summers County.

City of Hinton 
Hires Experienced 

Administrative 
Assistant

Pat Jordan and Larry Meador 
chosen as Spirit of Hinton 2024 

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Pat 
Jordan has served 
as a dedicated coun-
cilman for the City 
of Hinton for a total 
of 33 years. Pat has 
been a steadfast ad-
vocate for policies 
that balance eco-
nomic growth with 
environmental re-
sponsibility. Known 
for his collaborative 
approach, he has 
played a key role 
in bringing togeth-
er diverse voices 
from all sectors of 

the city to address 
pressing issues such 
as affordable hous-
ing, recreation and 
youth programs. 
Throughout his ten-
ure, Pats has built 
a reputation for in-
tegrity, honor, and a 
commitment to en-
suring that all res-
idents have a voice 
in the city’s future.

Larry Meador was 
a dynamic council-
man for the City of 
Hinton for 41 years. 
Larry focused on 
advancing the city’s 

economic devel-
opment, Larry has 
helped championed 
initiatives that sup-
port small busi-
nesses, create job 
opportunities, and 
enhance the city’s 
cultural and recre-
ational offerings. 
Known for his prag-
matic solutions and 
proactive approach 
to challenges, Larry 
has played a pivot-
al role in improv-
ing public services, 
expanding green 
spaces, and enhanc-

ing the city’s overall 
livability. His lead-
ership has helped 
Hinton’s growth 
and ensured its 
long-term success.

“It has been an 
honor to have 
worked with these 
two gentlemen. 
Both have served 
their communities 
well. They both have 
earned the Spirit of 
Hinton award for 
their commitment 
to the communi-
ty.”-Mayor Scott

Pat Jordan Larry Meador

JBE held monthly award ceremony on Nov. 12

The October Honor Roll 
recipients pose for a photo 

at the Nov. 12 awards 
ceremony held at Jumping 
Branch Elementary School. 

Congratulations Tigers. Photo 
provided by JBE

The following students received Magnificent 
Mathematician: Paislee Oxford, Niko Wuchevich, 

Karrington Holland, Levi Lilly, Sydney Graham and 
Kyron Bridwell. Photo provided by JBE

The following students received The Heart of the Tiger 
Award: Sullivan Medley, Braelyn Anderson, Gemma 

Robles, Rachel Lilly, Mallory Ward and Kelly Lilly. Photo 
provided by JBE

The following students received the Roaring Reader Award: 
Willa Lyons, Austin Bennett, Contessa Kellan, Freyalise Stoner, 

Trenton Sears and Aubrey Lane. All of the listed October 
awards were presented during the Nov. 12 ceremony held at 

Jumping Branch Elementary School. Congratulations to all of 
the recipients. Way to go Tigers, making your community proud. 

Photo provided by JBE
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Character Matters
by Gene Taylor

Many people are willing to take a chance on others never discovering their 
wrongdoings. Many of these, however, are caught and punished for their misdeeds. 
Others get by with evil works because they are able to fool people all the days of their 
lives.

Others refrain from doing things which are wrong because they know society does 
not approve of those things. They are afraid to take the chance of being discovered in 
their evil schemes by the public. As the standards that are acceptable to the majority 
vary, though, so will the standards of such people. Just think of what is practiced now in 
the way of immorality that does not even cause an eyebrow to be raised that would have 
provoked the strongest kind of censure just a few years ago. One who allows society to 
establish his standards will never be anything but an advocate of the status quo.

Still others who would be willing to take the chance of doing many things which are 
evil even though they might be apprehended by society are deterred by a fear of God. 
Anyone who has any knowledge of the Bible knows that it reveals that all sin will be 
found out and judged (Eccl. 12:14; 2 Cor. 5: 10). Numbers 32:23 states, “...and be sure 
your sin will find you out.” Hebrews 4:13 speaks of the same thought when it says, “And 
there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes 
of Him to whom we must give account.”

Those who refrain from doing that which is wrong because they know it would 
displease the Lord are to be commended. However, God desires more than fear. Surely 
the person who has trained himself to follow the Lord’s will ought to realize that he 
should do those things that are right because they are right. The religion of Christ does 
not encourage people to do all they think they can “get by with.” Rather it teaches that 
those who are the Lord’s disciples are to become good in their hearts (Matt. 15:18-20). 
Jesus shows the heart to be the wellspring of actions: evil proceeds from the heart 
(Mark 7:20-23), so should goodness. God has commanded those who desire to be His 
children to change their hearts (Rom. 12:1-2) and to become godly in their manner of 
life. God said, “Be holy, for I am holy.” (1 Pet. 1:16).

As disciples, our goal ought not to be abstaining from evil only because we are afraid 
of punishment but rather to be holy even as God is. James 1:13 cites the supreme 
goodness of God: “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am tempted by God;’ for God 
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.” Verse 14 shows that 
temptation comes because of lust, inordinate desire, which entices one to sin. God is 
so completely good that evil is not an enticement to Him, He is not even tempted by it. 
Since temptation comes because one is drawn by his own desires toward that which 
entices, then the impossibility for God to be tempted must mean He has no desire for 
anything that is evil.

Can you think of something you once practiced which was sinful but that you have 
now discarded? If so, you are becoming more like God. How great to be able to reach 
a state where you have no desire to sin.

Just how far have you gone toward real goodness? What do you do when you think no 
one is looking? What would you do if you could hide your deeds from the Lord? Surely 
honest answers to these questions will help each of us evaluate ourselves properly. Our 
answers will enable us to see the progress we have made as a Christian and to realize 
more fully that our own goodness is very meager and that great challenges are before 
us and, with deep humility of our own unworthiness, that we must seek God’s abundant 
love and grace to help us be the kind of people we ought to be, the kind He would have 
us be. The secret to good character is a converted heart.

Copyright © 2022 David Padfield 
Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

RN, LPN & CNA
Applications Being Accepted!

Are you losing you
MEDICARE COVERAGE?

Is your plan
ENDING THIS YEAR?

Are your drug prices
RAISING
DRASTICALLY?

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!WE ARE HERE TO HELP!
Local Agents who live here are waiting to Local Agents who live here are waiting to 
help you secure your plan for next year.help you secure your plan for next year.
Medicare Annual Enrollment: Medicare Annual Enrollment: starts October 15th starts October 15th 
and ends December 7th.and ends December 7th.
2025 Plan Reviews Start 2025 Plan Reviews Start October 1st.October 1st.

CALL NOW TO
RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Call Now!
304-382-5297

Visit our website
www.luttrellinsurancesolutions.com

Send a Message
dave@luttrellinsurancesolutions.com

Calling the number above will direct you to a licensed sales agent. Not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Government or Federal Medicare Program. This is a solicitation for insurance.

Graham House
Annual

Christmas 
Dinners

December 14, 2024
6:00 PM

December 22, 2024 
 2:00 PM

(December 13 is SOLD OUT)

Tickets
$30 For Adults

$15 for Children 12 & Under

For Reservations,
Call Jim Bowling

304-716-6430

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: The Hill or Drill Corn Planter
CLAYTON W.Va. 

(Hinton News) - From 
the 1870s up through 
the 1910s the United 
States saw a large num-
ber of inventions for 
farming, in this case, the 
“planting” side of it spe-
cifically. One of these 
inventions was created 
by a person from Sum-
mers County, Mr. M.M. 
Ballangee of Clayton. 
On Dec. 5, 1916, he was 
granted a patent for his 
Hill or Drill Corn Plant-
er.

It was a simple de-
sign that could be op-
erated by hand. It was 
designed to place grain 
at a variety of distances 
apart, anywhere from 4 
to 18 inches. The adver-
tisement supplies a tes-
timonial from E.K. Mc-
Clung, the pastor of the 
Clayton Baptist Church 

in Clayton, WV at that 
time.

The Clayton/Griffiths 
Creek area of the coun-
ty is well known for its 
farming heritage, the 
Ballengee family played 
a large part in the farm-
ing role in the Clayton 
area of the county. My 
grandparents Gene and 
Catherine Jones moved 
to Clayton after pur-
chasing their first farm 
when they were married 
in 1952 prior to purchas-
ing their farm in Pence 
Springs that remains in 
the family today. 

This new invention 
could be purchased at 
the Alderson Hardware 
Company in Alderson, 
WV. I’m certain that it 
could have been bought 
at locations in Summers 
County at that time but 
Alderson is the only 
place I know for certain. 

A copy of this ear-
ly local advertisement 
was given to me by my 
good friend and Sum-
mers County historian, 
the late John Kessler. 
John collected and re-
searched all areas of 
Summers County. He 
knew that my main in-
terest was the eastern 
side of the county. So 
when he came across 
something like this ad-
vertisement about an 
invention in Clayton he 
would give me a copy of 
it. 

In researching this 
piece in my collection 
I uncovered that M.M. 
Ballengee was also a 
reverend. In the Jan. 8, 
1936 edition of the Hin-
ton Daily News there 
was a column for “Ramp 
News.” The Ballangee 
family was multifaceted 
much like the Graham 

family in early Summers 
County history.

It states that Rev. 
M.M. Ballengee was 
conducting regular ser-
vices at Ramp Baptist 
Church on Saturday 
evenings and Sunday 
mornings. I then found 
an article that was writ-
ten when he died in 
1957. He passed away 
at his home on Monday, 
Dec. 9, 1957, in Belle-
point. It further talks 
about him having been 
born July 5, 1879, in 
Clayton, where he had 
spent most of his life be-
fore retiring in 1952. At 
that time he and his wife 
moved to Hinton. 

It later says that he 
was the son of D. G. and 
Delphia Flint Ballan-
gee. I haven’t traced the 
lineage yet but I can al-
most say with certainty 
that he and I are distant 

cousins. The Thomas 
side of my family brings 
the “Flint” name to my 
family from the Clay-
ton area. My great great 

grandmother was Effie 
Della Flint Thomas of 
the Clayton/Griffiths 
Creek area of Summers 
County.

William Jones

An antique advertisement. Photo 
provided by William Jones

Hinton’s annual Christmas Walk is Dec. 14
HINTON W.Va. (Hin-

ton News) - This year’s 
Christmas Walk will be 
held on Saturday, Dec. 
14 starting at 6 p.m. at 
Ascension Episcopal 
Church. Ascension is 
located at the corner of 
Temple and 5th Ave, 
directly across from the 
old middle school.

Christmas is a glori-
ous and beautiful time 
of the year. It’s a time 
for coming together and 
living out those great 
commandments to love 
God and to love our 

neighbors. The Christ-
mas walk is about just 
that, gathering in love 
with others to celebrate 
God’s goodness. 

It is a story made of 
truth and imagination, 
tradition and expecta-
tion. The focus of this 
year’s walk is ‘Light in 
the Darkness’. Even in 
the darkness with the 

problems we face to-
day, that light shines 
through. 

We will visit six beau-
tiful downtown church-
es, steeped in history 
and mystery. A part of 
that mystery is that even 
though we have differ-
ent beliefs and ideas, we 
come together in love. 
And that makes it beau-

tiful. 
Most of these church-

es were formed in the 
late 1800s, during Hin-
ton’s heyday. For about 
150 years they have 
clung to the truth that 
comes from God. The 
architecture is awe-in-
spiring, especially as 

they are decked out for 
the coming Christmas 
celebration. 

After visiting these 
churches, we will gather 
in the space next to the 
First Methodist Church 
for warm drinks, snacks 
and renewing old 
friendships.

Come and be a part of 
this annual celebration 
of Christmas. It’s a most 
wonderful time of the 
year, as we remember 
the light that always, al-
ways shines.

If you have questions, 
check with Sister Nancy 
Martin, 304-860-9446.

LEWISBURG W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - The 
State Fair of West Virgin-
ia is set to host the inau-
gural Wild Trails Festival, 
a three-day music festival 
headlined by Oliver An-
thony, Treaty Oak Reviv-
al and Flatland Calvary 
on June 19–21, 2025, at 
the State Fairgrounds in 
Fairlea.

Other artists include 
Ole 60, Pecos and the 
Rooftops, as well as 
several more to be an-
nounced. Early bird pass-
es and VIP tickets will go 
on sale Friday, Nov. 22, at 
10 a.m.

“2025 is going to be a 
big year, as we prepare to 
celebrate the State Fair of 
West Virginia’s 100th an-
niversary,” fair CEO Kelly 
Collins stated. “What bet-
ter way to begin celebra-
tions than to host a music 
festival next June!”

This event will include 
three days of music and 
will be located in the 
carnival midway, with a 
festival setup. Ticket buy-
ers may bring their own 
blankets or chairs.

This event is set to be-
gin a two-month-long cel-
ebration of the 100th an-
niversary of the State Fair 
of West Virginia, while 
also promoting tourism 
in the state. Whether it’s 
hiking, biking, kayaking 
or ATVs, West Virgin-
ia is known for its trails. 
This festival will include a 
promotion of the outdoor 
activities you can par-
ticipate in while visiting 
West Virginia.

For more information 
on tickets or camping, 
visit www.wildtrailswv.
com.

State Fair 
of WV 

to Host 
Three-

Day Music 
Festival
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Shop Local This Shop Local This 
Holiday Season!Holiday Season!

THURSDAYS 7PM THANKSGIVING THROUGH DECEMBER

Holiday 
FREE ADMISSION
Movies

NOV 28  It’s a Wonderful Life
DEC 5    Polar Express
DEC 12  The Grinch (2018)
DEC 19  National Lampoon’s
               Christmas Vacation
DEC 26  A Christmas Story

FREE ADMISSION

Start your
day at

(304)466-4870

Otter Cafe 

Gobbler 
TONIGHT!

Gala

• food,dessert, 
   & drink specials
• karaoke at 6pm
• all ages welcome

CRAFT VENDOR FAIR
Saturday, November 30
10am to 4pm 
McCreery Conference & Event Center

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY GIFT BASKET GIVE-AWAY &

otterandoak.com • (304)466-4870

Holiday Sales
Spectacular

NOV 25 - DEC 24

SHOP
OUR

NEW
SALE

EVERY
WEEK! 

Nov 25 - Dec 1     25% off clothes and shoes

Dec 2 - 8         30% off  bath & body

Dec 9 - 15             35% off  ‘the perfect gift’

Dec 16 - 24        40-60% off select merchandise

City of Hinton Holiday Season 2024 November and 
December 2024

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Nov. 30: The 
City of Hinton proudly 
announces its partici-
pation in Small Busi-
ness Saturday on Nov. 
30, inviting community 
members to shop local 
and support the small 
businesses that are vi-
tal to our economy and 
community spirit.

Small Business Sat-
urday is a nationwide 
movement dedicated 
to celebrating and sup-
porting local business-
es. This year, Hinton is 
highlighting the unique 
offerings of our local 
entrepreneurs, remind-
ing residents that their 
choices can have a sig-
nificant impact on the 
community.

Dec. 7 and 14: Get 
ready to celebrate the 
holiday season with 

Hinton’s Hometown 
Christmas festivities.

On Saturday, Dec. 7 
from 1-7 p.m., Hinton’s 
Hometown Christmas 
Festival will take place 
within the downtown 
historic district with 
vendors located in the 
McCreery Conference 
Center, the Boho Build-
ing, and on Temple 
Street. There will be free 
carriage rides, pictures 
with Santa and activi-
ties for children.

The Hinton Annual 
Christmas Parade will 
also take place on Dec. 
7 at 6 p.m. Watch as the 
streets come alive with 
holiday floats, music, 
and more. Following 
the Christmas Parade, 
the Tree Lighting cer-
emony will be held in 
the City Park located on 
the corner of 3rd Ave-

nue and Temple Street. 
Bring your family and 
friends for a night of joy 
and celebration.

On Saturday, Dec. 14, 
the Hinton’s Hometown 
Christmas Cookie & Art 
Walk will take place 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Tickets are required 
for participation in the 
Cookie Express portion 
of the walk.

Dec. 21-25: The City 
of Hinton is once again 
sponsoring the Hin-
ton Christmas Deco-
ration Competition: 

Enter by decorating 
the exterior of your 
home for a chance to 
win prizes. Don’t miss 
out on spreading cheer 
throughout the com-
munity. Applications 
should be submitted no 
later than Monday, Dec. 

16 and can be found on 
the city’s website.

Details for all Hin-
ton’s Hometown Christ-
mas events can be found 
on their Facebook Page 
titled Hinton’s Home-
town Christmas Holi-
day.

Shop local with The 211 Gallery
HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 

News) - Shop Owner Da-
gan Mckinney says that for 
approximately three years 
he was using office space 
on Temple Street as his stu-
dio space. He does mosaic 
glasswork, leather crafting 
and other artwork. He de-
cided it was too good of a 
space not to do something 
with and that’s when he de-
cided to open a gallery/gift 
shop, which turned into The 
211 Gallery.

Mckinney said he began 
by selling furniture out of 
the display window. At the 
same time, he was working 
on fixing up the shop area. 
He wanted to have local 
artists featured, as well as 
signed pieces from artists all 

over the world. Mckinney 
explained that today he has 
that along with a collection 
of Blenko and Fenton glass. 
He said he likes to find 
unique items and oddities 
and that he is always trying 
to make the shop eclectic 
and fun.

Mckinney said it’s im-
portant to him to try and 
make the shop inviting to 
locals and tourists alike. 
He went on to explain that 
some of his best-selling 
items are macrame hangers 
by Evelyn Mckinney, sun 
catchers, crystals, jewelry 
and mosaics. 

Store hours are noon to 8 
p.m. and the store is closed 
on Wednesday and Sunday. 
You can find the gallery at 
215 Temple Street, Hinton.

Lisa Abshire

The gallery decorated for Christmas. 
Photo courtesy of Dagan Mckinney

The 211 Gallery lit up. Photo 
courtesy of Dagan Mckinney

Shop Local with B’s Shirt Shack
SUMMERS COUN-

TY W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - Looking for 
that certain gift that is 
wearable and a fash-
ion statement? Check 
out B’s Shirt Shack and 
More. Run by stay-
at-home mom Brook-
lyn Faith Ratliff, the 
Shirt Shack provides 
both bleached and un-
bleached shirts and 
crewnecks. To make 
sure your whole family 
is in adorable prints, 
she also carries sizes 
for toddlers and chil-
dren.

Ratliff also carries 
many items besides 

shirts. She offers dec-
orated beaded pens, 
aprons, engraved items 
such as cutting boards, 
women’s wallets and 
hair brushes. She is 
also proud to offer 
cups, coffee mugs and 
sippy cups.

For the holiday sea-
son, Brooklyn will be 
offering three pens 
for $12 or $8 each. 
Shirts will be $15 and 
crew necks will be 
$30, while kid’s shirts 
will be $8. Check out 
B’s Shirt Shack and 
More on Facebook or 
call 304-362 -1979 for 
your holiday shopping 
needs. You will be hap-
py you did. 

Lisa Abshire

An apron made by B’s Shirt Shack. Photo 
provided by Brooklyn Faith Ratliff

A shirt by B’s Shirt Shack. Photo 
provided by Brooklyn Faith Ratliff
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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SWOON WOULD BUFFET COSTLYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Grandpa kangaroo couldn’t jump the fence to get 

his ball because he was — OUT OF BOUNDS

Ans.
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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RMEFA

SPEIO

TBNUOT

GUCROA

BUILD CHEER TATTLE SKINNYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Ignoring his parrot, the pirate put his patch over 

his mouth, so he could — TURN A BLIND EYE

THE
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To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 681.293.1173 681.293.1173 

Or Email tia@wvdn.comOr Email tia@wvdn.com

Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester 

12 Years Experience 
10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 

Now accepting all major credit cards.

LEGAL NOTICE

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CON-
TRACTORS

Bids will be received 
electronically by the West 
Virginia Department of 
Transportation Division 
of Highways through the 
Bid Express Bidding Ser-
vice (www.bidx.com) and 
by sealed proposals (only 
when prequalification is 
waived) being received 
at its office in Building 5, 
Room 843, 1900 Kanawha 
Boulevard East, Charles-
ton, West Virginia until 
December 17, 2024 at 
10:00 AM (Eastern Stan-
dard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or 
opened and read public-
ly thereafter for the con-
structions of the following 
project(s):
Call: 012
Contract: 2022990070
State Project: 
T699- IDIQS 25 00 
Federal Project: 
STBG-2024(126)D
Description: 
TRAFFIC SIGNAL
ITS, SIGNAL SYSTEMS, 
LGTNG, TECH
VARIOUS
COUNTY:
STATEWIDE
DBE GOAL: 5% OF CON-
TRACT BID AMOUNT. 
BIDDER MUST PROVIDE 
WRITTEN ASSURANCE 
OF MEETING GOAL ON 
FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be re-
ceived from prequalified 
and West Virginia licensed 
contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid Proj-
ects a contractors’ license 
is not required at time of 
bid, but will be required 
before work can begin. 
Registration is required 
with the Department of 
Administration, Division 
of Purchasing, in accor-
dance with Chapter 5A, 
Article 3, Section 12 of 
the West Virginia Code. 
All contractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must 
submit electronically with 
their bid a Proposal Guar-
anty Bond for $500.00 or 
5% of the total bid, which-
ever is greater.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
reserves the right to defer, 
delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly 
opening proposals for any 
project designated in this 
advertisement, without the 
necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The de-
ferment, delay, postpone-
ment, and the date that 
proposals will be received 
and publicly opened will 
be available on www.bidx.
com.

The West Virginia De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Division of Highways 
hereby notifies all bidders 
that it will affirmatively 
ensure that in any con-
tract entered into pursu-

ant to this advertisement, 
minority business enter-
prises will be afforded full 
opportunity to submit 
bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on 
the grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex or national 
origin in consideration for 
an award.
(27no4de)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF SUMMERS 
COUNTY, WEST VIR-

GINIA 
CIVIL ACTION NO.: 

CC-45-2024-P-16 
KRISTIN R. COOK, 
PROSECUTING AT-
TORNEY OF SUM-
MERS COUNTY, WEST 
VIRGINIA, EX. REL. 
SUMMERS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPART-
MENT, 

Petitioner, 
v. 
CLINTON ALFRED AD-
KINS and TWO THOU-
SAND ONE HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE DOL-
LARS ($2,169.00) IN 
US CURRENCY, 

Respondents. 
NOTICE OF FILING 
OF PETITION FOR 

FORFEITURE
 The object of this suit is 

to seek an Order forfeiting 
the herein described prop-
erty pursuant to the West 
Virginia Contraband For-
feiture Act (Chapter 60A, 
Article 7 of the West Vir-
ginia Code, as amended). 

TO: Any Claimant of the 
right or interest in said 
property. 

You have the right to 
file a claim on the here-
in described property on 
or before December 13, 
2024. Any such claim 
must clearly state the iden-
tity of the Claimant and an 
address where legal pro-
cess can be served upon 
said Claimant. 

The property seized and 
subject of this suit is de-
scribed as follows: 

TWO THOUSAND 
ONE HUNDRED SIX-
TY-NINE DOLLARS 
($2,169.00) IN US 
CURRENCY, 

The Law Enforcement 
Agency responsible for the 
seizure is the Summers 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

The seizure took place 
on or about August 8, 
2024, in Summers Coun-
ty, West Virginia. 

That the TWO THOU-
SAND ONE HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE DOL-
LARS ($2,169.00) IN 
US CURRENCY, is lo-
cated at the office of the 
Summers County Sheriff’s 
Department, in Hinton, 
West Virginia. 

That after the date set 
for filing said claims, an 
Order of the Court direct-
ing forfeiture of the seized 
property to the State and 
vesting ownership of said 
property shall be sought. 

If you fail to file a claim, 
thereafter an Order, upon 
proper hearing, may be 
entered against you for the 
relief demanded for in the 
Petition. 

A copy of said Petition 

can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk at her 
office. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
this Court on the 13th day 
of November 2024. 
/S/ Stacy D. Ford 
STACY D. FORD, 
CIRCUIT CLERK OF 
SUMMERS COUNTY 
WEST VIRGINIA 
(27no4de)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF SUMMERS 
COUNTY, WEST VIR-

GINIA 
CIVIL ACTION NO.: 

CC-45-2024-P-18 
KRISTIN R. COOK, 
PROSECUTING AT-
TORNEY OF SUM-
MERS COUNTY, WEST 
VIRGINIA, EX. REL. 
SUMMERS COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPART-
MENT, 

Petitioner, 
v. 
ALFRED DOUGLAS 
ARMSTEAD, and a 
1999 FORD WIND-
STAR VALUED AT, 
TWELVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($1,200.00) 
IN US CURRENCY, 

Respondents. 
NOTICE OF FILING 
OF PETITION FOR 

FORFEITURE
The object of this suit is 

to seek an Order forfeiting 
the herein described prop-
erty pursuant to the West 
Virginia Contraband For-
feiture Act (Chapter 60A, 
Article 7 of the West Vir-
ginia Code, as amended). 

TO: Any Claimant of the 
right or interest in said 
property. 

You have the right to 
file a claim on the here-
in described property on 
or before December 13, 
2024. Any such claim 
must clearly state the iden-
tity of the Claimant and an 
address where legal pro-
cess can be served upon 
said Claimant. 

The property seized and 
subject of this suit is de-
scribed as follows: 

1999 FORD WIND-
STAR VALUED AT 
TWELVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ($1,200.00) 
IN US CURRENCY. 

The Law Enforcement 
Agency responsible for the 
seizure is the Summers 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

The seizure took place 
on or about August 21, 
2024, in Summers Coun-
ty, West Virginia. 

That the 1999 FORD 
WINDSTAR VALUED 
AT TWELVE HUN-
DRED DOLLARS 
($1,200.00) IN US 
CURRENCY, is located 
at the office of the Sum-
mers County Sheriff’s De-
partment, in Hinton, West 
Virginia. 

That after the date set 
for filing said claims, an 
Order of the Court direct-
ing forfeiture of the seized 
property to the State and 
vesting ownership of said 
property shall be sought. 

If you fail to file a claim, 
thereafter an Order, upon 
proper hearing, may be 

entered against you for the 
relief demanded for in the 
Petition. 

A copy of said Petition 
can be obtained from the 
undersigned Clerk at her 
office. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
this Court on the 13th day 
of November 2024. 
/s/ Stacy D. Ford,
STACY D. FORD, 
CIRCUIT CLERK OF 
SUMMERS COUNTY 
WEST VIRGINIA 
(27no4de)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF SUMMERS 
COUNTY, WEST VIR-

GINIA
Civil Action No. 

CC-45-2024-C-20
Judge: Hon. 

Robert Irons
CHRISTOPHER CAR-
RION, INDIVIDUAL-
LY, AS HEIR TO THE 
ESTATE OF DEBRA 
ANN BENNETT, AND 
AS EXECUTOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF DEB-
RA ANN BENNETT, 
JENNIFER CARRION 
and AMANDA SWANN, 
INDIVIDUALLY, AND 
AS HEIRS TO THE  ES-
TATE OF DEBRA ANN 
BENNETT,

Petitioners.
vs.
ASHLEY CARRION,

Respondent.
NOTICE OF SALE 

BY SPECIAL 
COMMISSIONER

Notice is hereby giv-
en that by virtue of that 
certain Order entered on 
September 12, 2024, in the 
Circuit Court of Summers 
County, West Virginia, 
Civil Action No.: CC-45-
2024-C-20, Christopher 
Carrion, et al, v. Ashley 
Carrion, that the Court 
found that the subject 
property in said action will 
be sold at partition sale by 
Anna R. Ziegler, Special 
Commissioner. The sub-
ject property consists of 
25 acres, to be the same, 
more or less, and being the 
same property conveyed 
unto Arnold Simon Ben-
nett and Debra A. Bennett, 
his wife, as joint tenants 
with rights of survivorship, 
by deed dated September 
22, 2000, and of record in 
the Office of the Clerk of 
the County Commission 
of Summers County, West 
Virginia, in Deed Book 202 
at Page 567. The said Ar-
nold Simon Bennett hav-
ing died, vesting title unto 
Debra A. Bennett. The said 
Debra A. Bennett having 
died on or about March 3, 
2024, intestate, leaving as 
heirs the Petitioners and 
Respondent herein. 

Notice is hereby giv-
en that the following de-
scribed property will be 
sold at a partition sale, 
which said sale shall occur 
on the front steps of the 
Summers County Court-
house, West Virginia, on 
December 13, 2024, at 
10:00 a.m. 

All that tract of land sit-
uate in Greenbrier District 
of Summers County, West 
Virginia and being more 

particularly described as 
follows:

BEGINNING at a wa-
ter elm on the line of the 
land formerly owned by 
the Lilly heirs; thence with 
the line of Chattin passing 
a sycamore on the bank 
of Big Cave Branch to a 
hickory; thence continu-
ing with Chattin to a locust 
on the line of Bennett and 
with the line of Bennett 
and passing a rock with an 
“X” mark on the bank of 
Big Cave Branch, to pine 
on the line of the land for-
merly owned by the Lilly 
heirs; thence with the Lil-
ly heirs line to the water 
elm, the place of BEGIN-
NING, and containing 25 
acres, more or less. 

AND BEING the same 
property conveyed unto 
Arnold Simon Bennett and 
Debra A. Bennett, his wife, 
by deed dated September 
22, 2000, and of record in 
the Office of the Clerk of 
the County Commission 
of Summers County, West 
Virginia, in Deed Book 202 
at Page 567.

Said real estate will be 
sold as a whole tract of 25 
acres more or less, as is, 
where is, without any war-
ranty express or implied 
as to the condition of the 
premises. Any deed to be 
delivered to a buyer at this 
sale will be by special war-
ranty deed. 

The Special Commis-
sioners reserve the right 
to reject any bid deemed 
inadequate. 

Terms of sale: Ten per-
cent cash in hand on day of 
sale, to be held in escrow 
pending approval by the 
Circuit Court of Summers 
County, West Virginia. 
Balance due upon con-
firmation of sale by the 
Court. 
/s/ Anna R. Ziegler
Anna R. Ziegler
Special Commissioner
West Virginia State Bar 
No.: 9954
Ziegler and Ziegler, L.C.
110 James Street
Hinton, West Virginia 
25951
304-466-1224

I, Stacy Ford, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Sum-
mers County, West Vir-
ginia, do hereby certify 
that the Special Commis-
sioner has posted bond 
before me in the amount 
of $50,000.00, as required 
by the Order of the Circuit 
Court of Summers County 
entered on September 12, 
2024. 

Given under my hand 
this the 20th day of No-
vember, 2024.
Attest: /s/ Stacy D. Ford
(27no4,11de)

SOUTH CHARLES-
TON, W.VA. (Hinton 
News) — Artists who want 
a chance to have their 
wildlife paintings featured 
in the 2026 edition of the 
West Virginia Wildlife Cal-
endar have until Feb. 19, 
2025, to send their artwork 
to the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources. 
Each year, the WVDNR 
selects 12 paintings for its 
award-winning calendar 
based on overall composi-
tion, quality and anatomi-
cal and contextual accura-
cy. A $200 prize is awarded 
for each chosen painting. 
The artist whose artwork 
is selected for the cover re-
ceives an additional $500. 
Guidelines:

Art must be original col-
or paintings on canvas or 
another flat surface and 
must depict native game 
and fish species or oth-
er wildlife found in West 
Virginia, such as snakes, 
frogs, turtles, salaman-
ders, bats, songbirds, 
small mammals and non-
game fish. Photographs 
and paintings with wildlife 
not found in West Vir-
ginia will not be consid-
ered. Paintings depicting 
hunting or fishing activ-
ities may be submitted. 
The calendar is horizontal 
and art should be at least 
14.5 inches wide by 11.5 
inches high. Artists who 
want to send art should 
mail a high-resolution copy 
to the following address: 
WV Division of Nat-
ural Resources 
Wildlife Calendar Art 
P.O. Box 67 
Elkins, WV, 26241

Artists may send multi-
ple paintings and artwork 
not chosen in previous 
years may be resubmitted. 
Digital copies of paintings 
of at least 300dpi may 
be emailed to Sanya.D.
George@wv.gov.

For more information 
or to purchase the 2025 
edition while supplies last, 
visit WVdnr.gov/wild-
life-calendar.

WVDNR 
seeks 

art for 
Calendar 
Contest
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Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle at (304) 860-0233.

Selling Summers and Monroe and the region for 34 years!

Foxfire Realty, Richard Grist, Broker 
1029 Washington St. East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Randy S. Burdette, 
Associate Broker/REALTOR/Auctioneer WV927

Call or Text 304.667.2897 
randy@foxfirenation.com

We help you stay warmer for less 
money with convenient, clean & 
economical propane gas! We also 
offer heating oil, fireplaces, 
logs, generators & heaters!

Hinton Wednesday Club learns 
Chinese Tea Ceremony

HINTON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Af-
ter 118 years you 
would think that the 
Hinton Wednesday 
Club would have run 
out of ideas for new 
experiences, but no. 
On Nov. 6, the mem-
bers held their meet-
ing at the Fox and 
Fairy Tea House in 
Hinton. Tea Special-
ist, Kira Le Pier, led 
the members through 
the Chinese Tea Cer-
emony. Kira demon-
strated the technique 
of pouring, brewing 
and serving. 

 Everyone was en-
chanted by the Tea 
Pets. Tea pets, also 
known as drinking 
buddies, are small 
figurines that sit on 
the tea tray. They are 
usually made of clay 
that develops a pati-
na from both the oils 

in tea and the action 
of pouring tea over 
the pet. They are not 
just decorative but 
part of the ceremo-
ny. We were amazed 
when Kira’s tea pets 
changed colors, spit 
and some even bub-
bled.

When asked the dif-
ference between the 
Chinese Ceremony 
and the Japanese cer-
emony, Kira said the 
Chinese focuses on 
the quality of the tea 
and the social aspect, 
while the Japanese 
Ceremony is centered 
around rituals and 
aesthetics.

It was a unique 
meeting and we en-
courage everyone to 
spend some time at 
the Fox and Fairy 
where they center on 
the social aspect of 
tea with friends. 

From left front around to the 
right: Barbara Bowling, Lena Jane 

Jones, Barbara Wilcox, Peggy Kula, 
Kira Le Pier, Barbarra Parmer, 

Julia Gaitor, Betty Hendrick. Not 
pictured: Cathy Browning, Michelle 

Bowles, Myra Ziegler.

Tibetan Oracle delivers message 
of faith at WVSOM

LEWISBURG, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) – Not-
ing a “special karma,” 
the Nechung Oracle, 
Kuten-la, the official 
State Oracle of Tibet 
and spiritual advisor 
to the Dalai Lama, 
said his visit Nov. 19 
to the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic 
Medicine (WVSOM) 
wasn’t a random cir-
cumstance. 

With the assistance 
of a translator, the 
Oracle told an audi-
ence of more than 
120 people that while 
strangers today, they 
were sharing the same 
space because they 
have a bond from a 
previous lifetime. He 
explained that with 
Buddhism, knowing 
who you are today, 
requires reflecting on 
previous lifetimes.

Speaking during a 
public reception in 
his honor, the Oracle 
said he was honored 
to speak at WVSOM 
where students learn 
to reduce suffering 
and show compas-
sion and kindness. He 
called the reception “a 
special gathering in a 
special place.”

The Oracle said it’s 
important to consider 
the well-being of the 
body and mind but 
also the soul and spir-
it.

During the recep-
tion, the Oracle shared 
a prayer with the audi-
ence and conducted 

individual blessings, 
with most of those 
present lining up for a 
personal moment.

WVSOM President 
James W. Nemitz, 
Ph.D., in a live video 
message, welcomed 
the Oracle to campus. 
Dr. Dawn Roberts, 
Ed.D., associate dean 
for multicultural and 
student affairs, and 
Dr. Katherine Callo-
way, D.O., regional 
assistant dean for the 
South Central region 
of WVSOM’s State-
wide Campus, coordi-
nated the reception.

The current 
Nechung Oracle is 
the Venerable Thupt-
en Ngodup, who has 
been the medium of 
the Oracle since 1987. 
The Nechung Kuten-
la was accompanied 
by Tenzin Rinchen, 
his personal assistant; 
Ganpat Purevdirj and 
Bayara Purevragchaa, 
both monks from the 
Nechung Monastery; 
Tenzin Chogyal, who 
has organized the Or-
acle’s tour of the U.S.; 
and Tenzin Thomson, 
who served as the 
translator Tuesday.

Kuten-la visited 
members of Con-
gress during a stop in 
Washington, D.C., the 
weekend before the 
WVSOM reception.

Talking of world 
events, the Oracle told 
the WVSOM audience 
that human beings 
fall into three groups: 

those with faith and 
spirituality, atheists 
and those who don’t 
care about spirituali-
ty; and those who are 
anti-religion.

The Oracle was 
forced to flee Tibet 
for India in 1966 fol-
lowing the invasion 
of Tibet by the com-
munist Chinese. Part 
of his mission in the 
U.S. is to represent 
the Tibetan Govern-
ment-in-Exile.

The Oracle’s stop 
in Lewisburg was the 
result of Calloway’s 
visit in 2024 to India. 

In April, Calloway and 
four others — Megan 
Kelley and Sarah Mc-
Queen, WVSOM Class 
of 2025 medical stu-
dents; Caroline LaF-
leur, M.D., of Medical 
Diplomats Interna-
tional; and Calloway’s 
15-year-old daughter, 
Grace — visited Deh-
radun, Uttarakhand 
and Dharamshala, In-
dia, and met with the 
Dalai Lama.

The Nechung Oracle, the Venerable 
Thupten Ngodup listens to questions 

during a reception for the Oracle, 
who is the official State Oracle of 
Tibet and spiritual advisor to the 

Dalai Lama, during his visit Nov. 19 
to the WVSOM in Lewisburg.

Dear Recycle Lady,
What can be done with 

leaves? I have two truck-
loads of leaves and don’t 
own a single tree! Tired 
of Raking Leaves

Dear Tired of Raking 
Leaves,

Leaves are an excellent 
soil fertilizer and a good 
source of organic mulch. 
So, next year mow your 
yard instead of raking it. 
Mowing breaks the leaves 
up into smaller pieces that 
will add nutrients such 
as nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium and carbon 
compounds to your grass 
that help to increase the 
soil fertility. Since mowed 
leaves are smaller, they 
will compost quicker and 
the recycling process of 
returning the nutrients to 
the soil occurs more rap-
idly. According to rural-
sprout.com, mowed dead 
leaves that are left on the 
soil help to improve the 
soil’s structure as they 
naturally break down 
over several months. This 
happens with the help of 
microorganisms, and it 
also creates air gaps in the 
soil. According to David 
Mizejewski, a naturalist at 
Natural Wildlife Federa-
tion, mowed leaves left in 
your yard will not only add 
organic material to your 
lawn or garden, but per-
haps give small animals 
some shelter. Leaves raked 
into plants beds along the 
edge of your yard can be-
come a wildlife habitat 
and offer protective cover 
for overwintering insects 
and small wildlife. Every-
thing from earthworms, 
beneficial insects, toads, 
box turtles and chipmunks 
can live in this layer of 
leaves during the winter. 
If you have a compost pile 
or a composter, bag some 
of the dry leaves to use 
later during winter. Dry 
leaves are brown material 
for your compost and are 
a good source of carbon. 
don’t send your leaves out 
with the trash. Accord-
ing to the EPA, landfills 
in 2018 received nearly 
11 million tons of leaves 
and yard clippings. This 

yard waste breaks down 
in the landfill and forms 
methane, a greenhouse 
gas that contributes to cli-
mate change. Never blow 
your leaves into the road, 
curb or ditch line as they 
will clog drains, injection 
wells, and affect local wa-
ter. If there is foreign de-
bris in your leaves, it can 
clog grates and prevent 
water from moving along 
the street.

Dear Recycle Lady,
I have a #1 dark green 

hand soap bottle with a 
black plastic pump. Is 
this bottle recyclable? 
Recycler

Dear Recycler,
Hold up your dark green 

bottle to the light. If you 
can see any light coming 
through the bottle, it is 
recyclable with #1 plastic 
bottles and jugs. If you 
can’t see some light, it is 
not recyclable and goes in 
the trash along with the 
black plastic pump. The 
more bottles and jugs that 
are recycled, the fewer 
there are that end up in 
landfills. Are you familiar 
with the large variety of 
products that are made 
from recycled bottles and 
jugs? Products range from 
new bottles to carpeting, 
tennis balls, insulation for 
jackets, t-shirts, and paint 
brushes.

Kudos to Mountain 
Table for reopening the 
Renick Recycling Center. 
Working in partnership 
with Greenworks Recy-
cling they are providing 
this free service for the 
community.

Bad News: Scientists 
discovered that dolphins 
are exhaling microplastics, 
tiny plastic particles pol-
luting oceans and now af-
fecting the lungs of marine 
mammals.

Have questions 
about recycling, or 
interesting information 
about recycling? Send 
questions or requests to 
Recyclelady7@gmail .
com. Dear Recycle Lady 
is sponsored jointly by 
the Greenbrier Recycling 
Center and Greenworks 
Recycling.

Dear Recycle Lady


