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�&�H�U�W�L�¿�H�G���1�X�U�V�L�Q�J���$�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W��
�$�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���%�H�L�Q�J���$�F�F�H�S�W�H�G��

John The Baptist
(Part 3)

�E�\���'�D�Y�L�G���3�D�G�¿�H�O�G
John’s Message
John brought unto the nation of Israel the message of repentance and the imminent establishment 

of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 3:2). John also warned of the judgment and eternal punishment which 
awaits the wicked (Matt. 3:12).

�7�K�H���P�H�V�V�D�J�H���Z�K�L�F�K���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���F�R�V�W���-�R�K�Q���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���Z�D�V���G�R�F�W�U�L�Q�H���R�I���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�����0�D�W�W����������������������
�-�R�K�Q���K�D�G���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R�P�H���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�V���Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���³�X�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O�´���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��
�F�L�Y�L�O���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����2�X�U���/�R�U�G���W�D�X�J�K�W���K�H���V�D�P�H���W�K�L�Q�J�����0�D�W�W��������������������

John’s Baptism
John’s baptism was a “baptism of repentance for the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3). It was preceded 

�E�\�� �D�� �F�R�Q�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �V�L�Q�V�� ���0�D�W�W���� ���������������� �D�Q�G�� �D�F�F�R�P�S�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �S�X�U�L�¿�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� ���-�R�K�Q�� �������������������� �7�K�H�� �F�R�P�P�R�Q��
�S�H�R�S�O�H���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H���W�D�[���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�R�U�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���-�R�K�Q�¶�V���E�D�S�W�L�V�P���D�Q�G���W�K�X�V���³�M�X�V�W�L�¿�H�G���*�R�G�´�����/�X�N�H�����������������³�E�X�W��
�W�K�H���3�K�D�U�L�V�H�H�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Z�\�H�U�V���U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�V�H�O���R�I���*�R�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V�����Q�R�W���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���E�H�H�Q���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���E�\��
�K�L�P�´�����/�X�N�H��������������

Three classes of people came to John. Some men came “confessing their sins”—these John 
�E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���R�U���G�H�O�D�\�����0�D�W�W�����������������7�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���D�O�V�R���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R���F�O�D�L�P�H�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���D�O�U�H�D�G�\��
�V�D�Y�H�G�²�W�K�H�V�H���-�R�K�Q���U�H�I�X�V�H�G���W�R���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�����0�D�W�W���������������������7�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�\���F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�G���R�I���D���V�L�Q�J�O�H���F�D�V�H�����L���H������
�W�K�H���V�L�Q�O�H�V�V���6�R�Q���R�I���*�R�G�����0�D�W�W����������������������

�-�H�V�X�V���Z�D�V���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���U�X�O�H�����-�H�V�X�V���F�R�X�O�G���Q�R�W���F�R�Q�I�H�V�V���+�L�V���V�L�Q�V���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���+�L�V���E�D�S�W�L�V�P�����I�R�U���+�H��
�Z�D�V���V�L�Q�O�H�V�V�����W�K�X�V���-�R�K�Q���G�L�G���Q�R�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���E�D�S�W�L�]�H���+�L�P�����-�H�V�X�V���W�R�O�G���-�R�K�Q���W�R�����³�S�H�U�P�L�W���L�W���W�R���E�H���V�R���Q�R�Z�����I�R�U��
�W�K�X�V���L�W���L�V���¿�W�W�L�Q�J���I�R�U���X�V���W�R���I�X�O�¿�O�O���D�O�O���U�L�J�K�W�H�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V�´�����0�D�W�W������������������ �-�H�V�X�V���Z�D�V���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���Z�D�V���D��
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�P�H�Q�W���R�I���*�R�G��

�,�I���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���W�K�H���E�D�S�W�L�V�P���R�I���-�R�K�Q���Z�D�V���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���*�R�G�����Z�K�D�W���L�V���L�W���W�R���U�H�M�H�F�W���W�K�H���E�D�S�W�L�V�P���Z�K�L�F�K���-�H�V�X�V���&�K�U�L�V�W��
�F�R�P�P�D�Q�G�V�����/�X�N�H�������������������"

John Did Not Build Any Church
�,�W�� �L�V�� �K�D�U�G�� �W�R�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �D�U�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �Z�K�R�� �D�U�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�V�W�D�N�H�Q�� �L�G�H�D�� �W�K�D�W���-�R�K�Q�� �W�K�H��

�%�D�S�W�L�V�W���H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���D���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H�\���F�O�D�L�P���W�R���E�H���D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���L�W�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�W���Z�D�V���G�H�D�G��
�D�Q�G���E�X�U�L�H�G���Z�K�H�Q���-�H�V�X�V���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���+�L�V���F�K�X�U�F�K�����0�D�W�W���� �������������� �0�D�W�W���� ���������������� �-�R�K�Q���Z�D�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���D��
member of the church Jesus promised to build (Matt. 11:11).

The Death Of John
�-�R�K�Q�¶�V���G�H�D�W�K���L�V���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�Q���0�D�W�W�K�H�Z�������������������D�Q�G���0�D�U�N���������������������$�I�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q���K�D�G���U�H�E�X�N�H�G���+�H�U�R�G���I�R�U��

�K�L�V���X�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����-�R�K�Q���Z�D�V���F�D�V�W���L�Q�W�R���S�U�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V���M�X�G�J�P�H�Q�W���G�H�I�H�U�U�H�G���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�X�O�W�L�W�X�G�H�V��
�$�I�W�H�U���-�R�K�Q�¶�V���U�H�E�X�N�H���R�I���+�H�U�R�G���I�R�U���K�L�V���X�Q�O�D�Z�I�X�O���P�D�U�U�L�D�J�H�����L�W���V�H�H�P�V���+�H�U�R�G�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���Z�D�Y�H���R�I���D�Q�J�H�U���K�D�G��

�S�D�V�V�H�G���D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���D���J�U�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���I�R�U���-�R�K�Q�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����L�Q���+�H�U�R�G�L�D�V���W�K�H�U�H���E�X�U�Q�H�G���D���W�K�L�U�V�W���I�R�U��
John’s blood.

�2�Q�� �+�H�U�R�G�¶�V�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �K�H�� �J�D�Y�H�� �D�� �V�X�S�S�H�U�� �D�W�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �Z�L�Q�H�� �I�U�H�H�O�\�� �À�R�Z�H�G���� �+�H�U�R�G�L�D�V�� �V�K�D�P�H�O�H�V�V�O�\�� �V�H�Q�W��
�6�D�O�R�P�H�����K�H�U���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���E�\���3�K�L�O�L�S�����W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P���D���O�L�F�H�Q�W�L�R�X�V���G�D�Q�F�H�����+�H�U�R�G���Z�D�V���V�R���S�O�H�D�V�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�D�Q�F�H��
�W�K�D�W���K�H���Y�R�Z�H�G���W�R���J�L�Y�H���K�H�U���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�²�X�S���W�R���K�D�O�I���R�I���K�L�V���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P�����$�F�W�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���D�G�Y�L�F�H���I�U�R�P���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U����
�6�D�O�R�P�H���D�V�N�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���³�K�H�D�G���R�I���-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�W���R�Q���D���S�O�D�W�W�H�U�´�����0�D�U�N�����������������7�K�H���N�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���³�H�[�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�O�\��
�V�R�U�U�\���´���E�X�W���K�H���Z�R�X�O�G���U�D�W�K�H�U���F�R�P�P�L�W���P�X�U�G�H�U���W�K�D�Q���E�U�H�D�N���K�L�V���Z�R�U�G�����-�R�K�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�G���Z�D�V���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q���R�Q���D���V�L�O�Y�H�U��
�S�O�D�W�W�H�U���D�Q�G���J�L�Y�H�Q���W�R���6�D�O�R�P�H�����Z�K�R���L�Q���W�X�U�Q���J�D�Y�H���L�W���W�R���K�H�U���P�R�W�K�H�U�����³�D�Q�G���Z�K�H�Q���K�L�V���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V���K�H�D�U�G���R�I���L�W�����W�K�H�\��
�F�D�P�H���D�Q�G���W�R�R�N���D�Z�D�\���K�L�V���F�R�U�S�V�H���D�Q�G���O�D�L�G���L�W���L�Q���D���W�R�P�E�����7�K�H�Q���W�K�H���D�S�R�V�W�O�H�V���J�D�W�K�H�U�H�G���W�R���-�H�V�X�V���D�Q�G���W�R�O�G��
�+�L�P���D�O�O���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����E�R�W�K���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���G�R�Q�H���D�Q�G���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���W�D�X�J�K�W�´�����0�D�U�N��������������������

Conclusion
�-�H�V�X�V���V�X�P�P�H�G���X�S���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���-�R�K�Q���E�\���V�D�\�L�Q�J�����³�D�P�R�Q�J���W�K�R�V�H���E�R�U�Q���R�I���Z�R�P�H�Q���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�V���Q�R�W���U�L�V�H�Q���R�Q�H��

�J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���%�D�S�W�L�V�W�����E�X�W���K�H���Z�K�R���L�V���O�H�D�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���K�H�D�Y�H�Q���L�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���K�H�´�����0�D�W�W����
11:11).

�<�R�X���D�Q�G���,���K�D�Y�H���D���W�U�H�P�H�Q�G�R�X�V���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�K�D�W���-�R�K�Q���G�L�G���Q�R�W���K�D�Y�H�²�Z�H���F�D�Q���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���W�K�H��
�F�K�X�U�F�K���-�H�V�X�V���E�X�L�O�W���D�Q�G���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���³�N�L�Q�J�G�R�P���R�I���W�K�H���6�R�Q���R�I���+�L�V���O�R�Y�H�´�����&�R�O����������������

���1�H�[�W���Z�H�H�N���Z�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H�J�L�Q���D���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���R�Q���%�D�S�W�L�V�P���I�R�U���W�K�H���5�H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���6�L�Q�V����

Copyright���‹�������������'�D�Y�L�G���3�D�G�¿�H�O�G��
Send comments to: �]�L�R�Q�F�K�X�U�F�K�#�S�D�G�¿�H�O�G���F�R�P

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

The Hillbilly Storyteller: There is More than One 
Type of Education in this World: Going to an Auction

When I was young we got 
a brand new television. It 
put me in touch with what 
was out in the world at that 
time I did not know. I al-
ways called my dad “Pop-
py.” He said, “Don’t believe 
nothing you hear. And only 
half of what you see.”

In the Appalachian 
Mountains in the Hillbilly 
State in 1960 life was slow 
and there was no “rat rac-
es” going on where I lived. 
I knew when I was a kid 
that as I got older people 
would tell me the stories 
of what was going on in 
the world. I never left the 
county until I was 12 years 
old.

My uncle came by one 
day and told Poppy that he 
was going to take me to a 
live stock sale. I was over 
excited because I had nev-
er been no where before. 
I never knew there was so 
many people in one place 
in my life. My uncle said, 
“You just sit there and lis-
ten and learn.” And I did.

When the auctioneer 
started, I was scared to 
even move. But it was very 
good for me to see what was 
out in the world. “When 
we go again you need not 
be so afraid of everything,“ 
my uncle said. I always 
called my uncle “Unc.” I 
said to Unc, “How in the 
world do you know when 
to bid and how to bid and 
what you are bidding on?” 
Unc said, “The auctioneer 
will ask someone to start a 
bid, maybe for $1. He will 
look around and ask some-
one to give him $2. He 
will look around for some-
one to raise their hand or 
make a movement so that 
he knows they want to give 
$2. Then he will ask some-
one else if they will give 
$3. If no one will give $3 
the last man that bid will 
get it. You got to pay atten-

tion and keep your mind 
on the business at hand.” 
I said, “Unc, you sure are 
smart.” He said, “No.”

Uncle said, “You need to 
get out in the world so that 
you can know what is going 
on and make something of 
yourself. You need to be 
around more people than 
just your dad and myself.” 
Uncle was a lot smarter 
than he looked.

I went with my uncle a 
lot that summer. He said, 
“If you will listen to the 
older people you will learn 
and lot of things that you 
need to know.”

This year I will be 14. 
Uncle came over all excit-
ed and showed me a flier 
of a monstrous sale right 
across the border in Ohio. 
I said, “I’ve never been 
out of the state.” He said, 
“These are just common 
people like we are.”

As we got ready to leave 
Poppy gave Uncle $10 and 
said it was for the boy to 
buy him something with. 
I thought I was rich. Uncle 
said, “I hope my old truck 
will make it.”

It took about 4 hours to 
get there from where Uncle 
lived. We walked around 
and looked at everything 
– all the cows and horses 
and sheep and chickens 
and pigs and everything. 
As we got back to the auc-
tioneering ring there was a 
Jersey calf off to the side. 
Uncle said, “That would 
sure make a fine cow for 
somebody.” Uncle said, 
“I want you to bid on the 
calf when it comes through 
the ring.” I said, “Unc, I’ve 
only got $10 that Poppy 
gave me.” Unc said, “You 
never know what it will sell 
for.” I said, “I hope I don’t 
mess up doing this, Unc.”

The auction did not start 
on time because there was 
so much stuff that was 
brought in late. It finally 
started at 3 o’clock. Uncle 

bid on a few things but did 
not get them. It was start-
ing to get late in the day. 
They sold food at the auc-
tion. Unc said, “You go get 
us 2 hot dogs.” At that time 
the hot dogs were 15 cents 
a piece. And Unc said, “Get 
some coffee too.” I said, 
“I will not tell mom about 
the coffee. She might get 
mad. I have never drunk it 
before.” That was the best 
food and drink I ever had 
but it might be because I 
hadn’t eat all day.

Uncle bought 2 ponies. I 
did not even know he was 
bidding on them. Uncle 
said, “The auctioneer knew 
I was interested by the way 
I was looking at them. All I 
had to do was nod my head 
and he took my bid. I got 
the final bid.”

Uncle said, “I believe the 
calf is next.” I was so ner-
vous I couldn’t sit down. 
The calf started out at $5. 
I looked at my uncle and 
he nodded his head, so I 
bid $6. Someone bid at $7. 
I was shaking all over. It 
was my first time to bid on 
anything. I went to $8. The 
auctioneer said, “Will any-
one give $9?” But no one 
did. The auctioneer looked 
at me and said, “Sold.” I 
nearly jumped out of my 
shoes. The auctioneer had 
a big laugh.

It was 10 o’clock when 
the sale was over. Uncle 
looked at me and said, “We 
are going to wait until in 
the morning to go back. 
We got a long way to go 
and I just got this old truck 
especially trying to travel 
at night we don’t want to 
break down.” Uncle had 
some sacks on the back of 
the truck. He told me to 
go get them. I thought it 
was just sacks in the sacks 
but it was blankets in the 
sacks. It felt so good to lay 
down on a nice soft blan-
ket. I believe I was asleep 
before my head hit the 

ground.
Uncle got me up at day-

break. He said, “You go 
see the man that is going 
to check us out to see if he 
will let us have some water 
to water these animals.” 
He said yes. We watered 
the ponies and the little 
calf. Uncle had some hay 
up high in the back of the 
truck that he gave them 
to eat on. Uncle gave me 
a dollar and said, “You go 
back to the man and buy 
$1 worth of calf feed for 
the calf. It is too small to 
eat that dry hay.” I gave 
the calf some and the po-
nies some too. They loved 
it. That little calf was the 
prettiest thing I had ever 
seen in my entire life. As 
Uncle looked at the ani-
mals he said, “You done 
good. When you got that 
calf, you done good.”

I said, “The calf is the 
most important thing that 
I’ve got.” Uncle said, “No. 
Your mom and dad are.” I 
thought about that many 
times through the years.

As we got home and got 
the calf off the truck and 
into the barn I noticed Pop-
py’s old cow was really old. 
I knew what Unc meant. 
When Poppy came out to 
the barn he said, “You did 
good.” Uncle said, “He 
growed up a lot this sum-
mer.” About that time my 
mom come out and said, 
“That is the prettiest thing 
I have ever seen.”

I got to thinking about 
their old cow and I knew it 
wouldn’t last much longer. 
I said, “Mom, what you 
going to name your calf?” 
About that time she gave 
me a big hug and began to 
cry. I said, “Mom, I didn’t 

want you to cry.” She said, 
“I am crying because I am 
happy.”

Back in that day $10 
was a fortune. I knew they 
needed a new cow. Poppy 
said, “This is a good thing 
to do for your mother.” I 
knew at that time that Unc 
and Poppy had been ed-
ucating me. Some people 
say when this happens it is 
the school of hard knocks. 
But I said, “They just loved 
me.”

Moral of the story – 
There is more than one 
type of education in this 
world.

Copyright © 2024 Paul 
D. Bragg

The Hillbilly Storyteller

Image by The Hillbilly Storyteller

Manchin, Barrasso Release Bipartisan 
Energy Permitting Reform Legislation 

Washington, DC (Hin-
ton News) — U.S. Senators 
Joe Manchin (I-WV) and 
John Barrasso (R-WY), 
Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Senate En-
ergy and Natural Resourc-
es Committee, released 
the Energy Permitting 
Reform Act of 2024. This 
bipartisan legislation will 
strengthen American en-
ergy security by acceler-
ating the permitting pro-
cess for critical energy 
and mineral projects of all 
types in the United States.

“The United States of 
America is blessed with 
abundant natural resourc-
es that have powered our 
nation to greatness and al-
low us to help our friends 
and allies around the 
world. Unfortunately, to-
day our outdated permit-
ting system is stifling our 
economic growth, geopo-
litical strength, and ability 
to reduce emissions. Af-
ter over a year of holding 
hearings in the Senate En-
ergy and Natural Resourc-
es Committee, thoughtful-
ly considering input from 
our colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle, and en-
gaging in good faith nego-
tiations, Ranking Member 
Barrasso and I have put 
together a commonsense, 
bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion that will speed up per-
mitting and provide more 
certainty for all types of 
energy and mineral proj-
ects without bypassing 

important protections for 
our environment and im-
pacted communities. The 
Energy Permitting Reform 
Act will advance American 
energy once again to bring 
down prices, create do-
mestic jobs, and allow us 
to continue in our role as a 
global energy leader. The 
time to act on it is now,” 
said Chairman Man-
chin.

“For far too long, Wash-
ington’s disastrous per-
mitting system has shack-
led American energy 
production and punished 
families in Wyoming and 
across our country. Con-
gress must step in and fix 
this process,” said Rank-

ing Member Barrasso. 
“Our bipartisan bill se-
cures future access to oil 
and gas resources on fed-
eral lands and waters. We 
fix the disastrous Rose-
mont decision so that we 
can produce more Amer-
ican minerals instead 
of relying on China. We 
permanently end Presi-
dent Biden’s reckless ban 
on natural gas exports. 
And we ensure we can 
strengthen our electric 
grid while protecting cus-
tomers. This legislation is 
an urgent and important 
first step towards improv-
ing our nation’s broken 
permitting process.”
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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ANNEX UTTER GOBLET MISFITYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: He was trying to find out where the rattling sound 

was coming from but couldn’t — GET A FIX ON IT

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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GROVE WHARF ARTERY DISMALYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The knight needed to buy a new suit of armor, 

so he went to the — “HARD-WEAR” STORE
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT:

Appearing on the ballot for the 2024 General Elec-
tion scheduled for November 5, 2024, is a proposed 
amendment to the West Virginia Constitution as au-
thorized by HJR 28 (2024 Regular Session). The title 
of the proposed amendment is “Protection of persons 
against medically assisted suicide” and its summary 
purpose is “to protect West Virginians against medi-
cally assisted suicide.”

LEGAL NOTICE

TRUSTEE’S SALE OF
VALUABLE REAL ES-

TATE
The undersigned Substitute 

Trustee, by virtue of the au-
thority vested in it by that cer-
tain Deed of Trust dated May 
21, 2004, and duly recorded 
in the Office of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of Sum-
mers County, West Virginia, 
in Deed of Trust Book 207, 
at Page 576, and recorded in 
the Office of the Clerk of the 
County Commission of Fayette 
County, West Virgini, in Deed 
of Trust Book 999, at Page 
156, Christopher N. Judy and 
Mary J. Judy did convey unto 
Todd Taylor and Dan Kenne-
dy, Trustees, certain real prop-
erty described in said Deed of 
Trust; and the beneficiary has 
elected to appoint Pill & Pill, 
PLLC as Substitute Trustee by 
a Substitution of Trustee re-
corded in the aforesaid Clerk’s 
Office; and default having been 
made under the aforemen-
tioned Deed of Trust, and the 
undersigned Substitute Trust-
ee having been instructed by 
the secured party to foreclose 
thereunder, will offer for 
sale at public auction at 
the front door of the Sum-
mers County Courthouse, 
in Hinton, West Virginia, 
on 

August 20, 2024 
at 9:45 AM

The following described real 
estate, with its improvements, 
easements and appurtenances 
thereunto belonging, situate 
in the Green Sulphur District, 
Summers County, West Vir-
ginia, and situate in the New 
Haven District, Fayette Coun-
ty, West Virginia, and more 
particularly described as fol-
lows:

All of the following piece or 
parcel of real estate located 
partly in New Haven District, 
Fayette County, and partly in 
Green Sulphur District of Sum-
mers County, West Virginia, 
being described as follows:

BEGINNING at a steel rod 
and cap on the northerly right 
of way of W. Va. Route 20 near 
the Fayette-Summers County 
line, original corner to said 2 
½ acre tract; thence with said 
original line N. 50 6 02’ E. 
214.57 feet to a steel road and 
cap being distant S. 50° 02’ W. 
559.93 feet from a set stone, 
original corner to the 2 ½ acre 
tract; thence through said tract 
S. 48°05’ W. 111.21 feet to the 
center of W. Va. Secondary 
Route 44/1; thence with said 
center line S. 43° 13’ W. 51.34 
feet and S. 26° 11’ W. 95.79 feet 
to a point on said northerly 
right of way of W. Va. Route 
20; thence with said right of 
way N. 70° 35’ W. 100.00 feet 
to the point of BEGINNING.

At the time of the execu-
tion of the Deed of Trust, this 
property was reported to have 
a mailing address of Coon 
Creek Road, Meadow Bridge, 
WV 25976. We have reason to 
believe the property has a cur-
rent mailing address of 1 Coon 
Creek Road, Meadow Bridge, 
WV 25976.

AND BEING the same real 
estate which was conveyed to 
Christopher N. Judy and Mary 
J. Judy by Deed dated April 7, 
1998, from Ira K. McGlothlin 
and Izetta Mae McGlothlin, 
and recorded in a) the Office of 
the Clerk of the County Com-
mission of Summers County, 
West Virginia, in Deed Book 
193 at Page 744; and b) the Of-
fice of the Clerk of the County 
Commission of Fayette Coun-
ty, West Virginia, in Deed 
Book 548, at Page 161.

The above-described prop-
erty will be sold subject to any 
covenants, restrictions, ease-
ments, leases and conditions 
of record, and subject to any 
unpaid real estate taxes.

The subject property will be 
sold in “AS IS” condition. The 
Substitute Trustee shall be un-
der no duty to cause any exist-
ing tenant or person occupying 
the subject property to vacate 
said property.

TERMS: Ten percent (10%) 
of the purchase price as a de-
posit with the balance due and 
payable within 30 days of the 
day of sale.
Pill & Pill, PLLC, Substitute 
Trustee
Jonathan L. Wertman, Autho-
rized Signatory
P. O. Box 440, 
85 Aikens Center, 
Martinsburg, WV 25404 
Phone (304) 263-4971, 
Fax (304) 267-5840, 
email: 
foreclosures@pillwvlaw.com
(31jl7,14ag)

NOTICE OF
AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT

 SECTION 
340 Broomstraw

WATERline 
EXTENSION PROJECT

Summers COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA

The U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers, Huntington District, 
by this Notice of Availability 
(NOA), advises the public that 
the Draft Environmental As-
sessment (DEA) for the Section 
340 Broomstraw Waterline Ex-
tension Project is complete and 
available for public review. The 
project is located in Summers 
County, West Virginia. A Find-
ing of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) is anticipated for the 
proposed project. A Draft FON-
SI is included with the DEA for 
public review. 

In compliance with the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and 40 CFR 1501.4, the 
DEA and draft FONSI must be 
available to the public in the af-
fected area for thirty (30) days 
for review and comment. Final 
determination regarding the 
need for additional NEPA docu-
mentation will be made after the 
public review period, which be-
gins on or about July 10, 2024. 
Copies of the documents may be 
viewed at the following location:

Summers County 
Public Library

201 Temple Street
Hinton, WV 25951 Phone: 

(304) 466-4490 
The documents may also be 

viewed at the following website: 
https://www.lrd.usace.army.
mil/Mission/Public-Review-

Approved-Plans 
Copies of the DEA and draft 

FONSI may be obtained by con-
tacting the Huntington District 
Office of the Corps of Engineers 
at (304) 399-5924. Comments 
pertaining to the documents 
may be submitted to:

Ms. Rebecca Rutherford
Chief, Environmental Analysis 

Section, Planning Branch 
Huntington District 
Corps of Engineers
502 Eighth Street

Huntington, West Virginia 
25701-2070

Email: 
Rebecca.A.Rutherford@usace.

army.mil
(10,17,24,31jl)

In the Circuit Court
of Summers County, 

West Virginia 
Case No. CC-45-2024-C-20 

Judge Robert Irons 
Christopher Carrion, 
Christopher Carrion, 
Executor of the Estate of 
Debra Ann Bennett, 
Executor, Jennifer Carri-
on, Amanda Swann, 
Plaintiffs, 
v. 
Ashley Carrion, 
Defendant 

Order For Publication
The object of the above-en-

titled action is to partition the 
hereinafter described real es-
tate by sale set forth in the Peti-
tioner’s “Petition For Partition 
By Sale”. In addition, Petition-
er asserts that they are unable 
to locate the Respondent after 
due diligence and Petitioners 
are requesting that under W. 
Va. R. Civ. Pro. 4(e)(1)(C) this 
Court order publication so that 
proper notice of said “Petition 
For Partition By Sale” may be 
served upon the Respondent. 

After the review of the Affida-
vit filed by Petitioners’ Attorney 
in this action, this Court agrees 
that the Petitioners and Peti-
tioners’ Attorney used due dil-
igence in locating the Respon-
dent, and was unable to do so. 
As such, it is ORDERED that 
publication be made regarding 
this matter. It is further OR-
DERED that Respondent ap-
pear and serve upon Anna R. 
Ziegler, counsel for plaintiff, 
whose address is 110 James 
Street, Hinton, West Virginia 
25951, an answer or other de-
fense to the Complaint filed in 
this action on or before Sep-
tember 2, 2024. 

A copy of said Petition and 
Motions can be obtained from 
the undersigned Clerk at her of-
fice in Hinton, Summers Coun-
ty, West Virginia. 

Entered by the said Clerk 
of Court this 18th day of July, 
2024. 
Teste: Stacy D. Ford, Summers 
County Circuit Court Clerk 
/s/ Stacy D. Ford 

/s/ Robert Irons 
Circuit Court Judge 
31st Judicial Circuit 

(31jl7ag)

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - The Hinton Alco-
holics Anonymous group 
holds two weekly meetings 
on Wednesdays at noon 
and Fridays at 8 p.m. in 
the lower level of Ascen-
sion Episcopal Church. 
Both are open meetings.

The entrance to the 
meeting area is through 
the rear of the church, 

which is located at the cor-
ner of Temple Street and 
5th Avenue (222 5th Av-
enue). The format of the 
meeting will be an open 
discussion of a weekly top-
ic related to alcohol use/
abuse.

For more information, 
please call 304-660-7073 
or call the toll-free num-
ber at 1-800-333-5051.

A.A. meetings 
in Hinton

WGU Expands Access to West 
Virginia, Launches BSN Prelicensure 

Program in The Mountain State
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 

(Hinton News) – West-
ern Governors University’s 
(WGU) Michael O. Leavitt 
School of Health (LSH), 
now offers the Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (Preli-
censure) program in West 
Virginia. The launch of the 
BSN Prelicensure program 
provides more access to 
West Virginians who need 
an alternative pathway into 
the nursing industry.

“WGU is knocking down 
barriers that exist between 
West Virginians and degree 
completion by providing 
remote access to higher ed-
ucation for those who oth-
erwise wouldn’t be able to 
enroll in a traditional col-
lege model,” said Dr. Donte 
Newsom, President of the 
West Virginia Nurses As-
sociation. “This comes at a 
time when nurses are need-
ed more than ever across the 
Mountain State, specifically 
regarding bedside care. We 
are excited for all the new 
nurses this degree will cre-
ate in West Virginia in the 
years to come.”

Recognizing the state’s 
nursing shortage, and to 
facilitate community-based 
employment, WGU is ex-
panding the Prelicensure 
program to West Virginia 
with an aim to add hundreds 
of new nursing graduates to 
the Mountain State by the 
end of 2027. The accredit-
ed degree program, which 
allows students to become a 
registered nurse while earn-
ing a bachelor’s, is one of the 

only degree paths that adds 
new nurses to the workforce.

Prospective students in 
West Virginia may now ap-
ply to this program. The 
university will work to part-
ner with healthcare employ-
ers across the state to offer 
clinical experiences. 

“Expanding the BSN Pre-
licensure program is the 
next step in our efforts to 
make high-quality educa-
tion accessible and attain-
able in West Virginia. This 
additional degree path will 
play a pivotal role in adding 
more nurses to the work-
force, ultimately leading to 
better patient-outcomes,” 
said Regional Vice President 
Alison Bell, representing 
WGU in the state of West 
Virginia. “With WGU’s com-
petency-based education 
(CBE) model and local clin-
ical partners, we can meet 
West Virginians where they 
are and offer a pathway to 
degree completion while 
creating a pipeline of nurs-
es who will provide quality 
care in their communities 
across the Mountain State.”

With no prerequisites 
for enrollment, this hybrid 
program is approximately 
60 percent online, with the 
remaining 40 percent as 
hands-on clinical and lab 
time. Students undertake 
clinical training at WGU’s 
nursing simulation labs and 
complete multiple clinical 
rotations in hospitals and 
community-based settings 
for each clinical course. 
The completion of this pro-

gram prepares students for 
the registered nurse (R.N.) 
licensing exam, National 
Council Licensure Exam-
ination (NCLEX-RN Exam). 
Over the last five years, 
WGU’s first-time NCLEX-
RN average pass rate has 
been 89.21 percent, which is 
above the national five-year 
average of all BSN programs 
as reported by the National 
Council of State Boards of 
Nursing (NCSBN). The uni-
versity has also been at or 
above the national average 
for more than five years.

About Michael O. 
Leavitt School of Health 
(LSH): The school, named 
in honor of the former gov-
ernor of Utah and former 
U.S. Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, was es-
tablished in 2006 with the 
mission to make a differ-
ence in the fields of health-
care, nursing, and higher 
education through compe-
tency-based education. The 
school conferred 5.4 per-
cent of all bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in nursing 
across the country during 
the 2021-2022 academic 
year. According to the Utah 
Foundation Research Brief, 
LSH represents more than 
170,000 jobs in the health-
care industry and the school 
produced a whopping 17 
percent of the nation’s reg-
istered nurses earning a 
Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing in 2021. The school has 
also been recognized for 
its impact by Platte Coun-
ty, Missouri. With more 

than 100,000 graduates 
and over 118,000 degrees 
already conferred by LSH, 
the school presently serves 
nearly 25,000 students na-
tionwide. Learn more at 
Leavitt School of Health 
(wgu.edu).

About Western Gover-
nors University (WGU): 
A nonprofit, online uni-
versity established in 1997 
by 19 U.S. governors with 
a mission to expand ac-
cess to high-quality, af-
fordable higher education, 
WGU now serves more 
than 174,000 students na-
tionwide and has awarded 
over 376,000 degrees to 
nearly 336,000 graduates 
in all 50 states. Driving in-
novation as the nation’s 
leading competency-based 
university, WGU has been 
recognized by the White 
House, state leaders, em-
ployers, and students as a 
model that works in post-
secondary education. In less 
than 30 years, the university 
has become a leading influ-
ence in changing the lives 
of individuals and families, 
and preparing the workforce 
needed in today’s rapidly 
evolving economy. WGU is 
accredited by the Northwest 
Commission on Colleges 
and Universities, has been 
named one of Fast Compa-
ny’s Most Innovative Com-
panies, and has been fea-
tured on NPR, NBC Nightly 
News and CNN and in The 
New York Times. Learn 
more at wgu.edu and wgu.
edu/impact.

WVU scientists taking a close look 
at what causes immune cells to 

attack the central nervous system
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) —A West 
Virginia University immu-
nologist is exploring how 
the interaction between two 
types of immune cells with-
in the central nervous sys-
tem covering causes mul-
tiple sclerosis to develop. 
The findings could provide 
a pathway to new strategies 
for treating the disease and 
other neurological disor-
ders.

Currently, about 2.3 mil-
lion people worldwide are 
diagnosed with MS, an auto-
immune disease that affects 
the central nervous system 
including the brain, spinal 
cord and optic nerves. It 
occurs when the immune 
cells that normally protect 
against viruses and bacteria 
instead attack the body. The 
initial immune activity takes 
place in the meninges, the 
three layers of membrane 
covering the brain and spi-
nal cord that protects them 
from pathogens.

“We want to study how 
two immune cell types, T 
cells and monocytes, in-
teract within the meninges 
before these immune cells 
go into the brain and the 
spinal cord and cause dam-
age,” said Edwin Wan, asso-
ciate professor in the WVU 
School of MedicineDepart-
ment of Microbiology, Im-
munology and Cell Biology.

“We know that the inter-
action between T cells and 
monocytes in the meninges 
is critical for MS initiation, 
and potentially for the dis-
ease to progress as well. If 
we can identify the proteins 
that regulate the interaction 
of T cells and monocytes 
and how they respond and 
produce other factors to af-
fect disease outcomes, these 
proteins can be targets for 

treating the disease.”
While there is no cure for 

MS, medications and ther-
apeutic strategies aim to 
reduce the frequency of re-
lapses. Currently, there is no 
effective medication to pre-
vent disease progression.

The study is supported by 
a $2.5 million grant from the 
National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases.

Wan and colleague Neil 
Billington, service assistant 
professor in the School of 
Medicine Department of 
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Medicine, and director of 
the Microscope Imaging Fa-
cility, will conduct the five-
year project. Also assisting 
is Dr. Wen Zheng, a research 
scientist in the School of 
Medicine Department of 
Microbiology, Immunology 
and Cell Biology, and Kody 
Moore, of Fairmont, a stu-
dent in the Immunology 
and Medical Microbiology 
undergraduate program.

For the study, researchers 
will use genetically modified 
mice and develop a live-im-
aging approach to monitor 
immune cell interactions in 
the spinal cord after induc-
tion of experimental auto-
immune encephalomyeli-
tis, a disease model in mice 
that mirrors MS in humans. 
With advanced imaging 
techniques they can view a 
time lapse of how the im-
mune cells interact within a 
small area of the spinal cord 
where the activity is most 
intense.

“This is an especially inno-
vative aspect of the project 
to study T cells and mono-
cyte interactions in a live 
animal,” Wan said. “Using 
this technique, we can figure 
out the dynamic of the inter-
action and the outcome.”

Wan said he hopes learn-

ing more about the inter-
actions between the central 
nervous system and the im-
mune system can be applied 
to treating other neurologi-
cal diseases.

“There is more and more 
recognition about the im-
mune system’s involvement 
in neurological diseases 
such as Alzheimer’s disease 
and Parkinson’s disease,” 
he said. “In addition, we 
know that the immune sys-
tem is also heavily involved 
in brain damage and recov-
ery after stroke events, and 
both T cells and monocytes 

also play a role in that. I’m 
very interested to compare 
different responses of these 
immune cells toward differ-
ent neurological diseases.”

Editor’s note: The use 
of animals in this project 
was evaluated by the WVU 
Institutional Animal Care 
and Use Ethics Committee. 
WVU is voluntarily accred-
ited by AAALAC, a national 
peer organization that es-
tablishes a global bench-
mark for animal well-being 
in science.



6 Wednesday, July 31, 2024LOCAL NEWS

Selling Summers and Monroe and the region for 34 years!

Call or Text 304.667.2897 
randy@foxfirenation.com

Foxfire Realty, Richard Grist, Broker 
1029 Washington St. East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Randy S. Burdette, 
Associate Broker/REALTOR/Auctioneer WV927

The first row, from left to right, is L.C. Davis; Lomer Davis; Charley Davis; and Kin-
na Maddy. Second row, from left to right, is Jess Perdue; Charles W. Garten; Ose (?) 
Garten; Pearl Garrison; Floyd Belcher. Back row, from left to right, is Mr. Grant (or-
ganizer of the lodge at Marie); W.T. Maddy; Haron Michael; Elmer or Emer Davidson; 
Hubert Light; Oscar Hutchinson.

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Modern 
Woodmen Group

SUMMERS COUNTY 
W.Va. (Hinton News) - I 
recently stopped by John 
and Betty Hendrick’s 
home after attending an 
auction in War Ridge at 
the start of this summer. 
While there they showed 
me an old photo of Sum-
mers County’s historic 
importance a friend had 
enlarged and framed for 
John.

The photo is of the 
Modern Woodmen 
Group in Summers 
County ca. 1910. The first 
row, from left to right, is 
L.C. Davis; Lomer Da-
vis; Charley Davis; and 
Kinna Maddy. Second 
row, from left to right, is 
Jess Perdue; Charles W. 
Garten; Ose (?) Garten; 
Pearl Garrison; Floyd 
Belcher. Back row, from 
left to right, is Mr. Grant 
(organizer of the lodge 
at Marie); W.T. Mad-
dy; Haron Michael; El-
mer or Emer Davidson; 
Hubert Light; Oscar 
Hutchinson.

The reason this was 
given to John by John 
Maddy is that John had 
never seen this partic-
ular photograph. He 
has other photos of his 
grandfather, Lomer Da-
vis but not any when 

he was this young, so it 
holds great sentimen-
tal value. It also has his 
Great Uncle Losee Davis 
in it.

The Modern Wood-
men Group is a fraternal 
organization much like 
the Freemasons. The 
Odd Fellows, The East-
ern Star (which was an 
all-female group back 
in the day) and many 
others. I have seen his-
torical accounts of all of 
these and others in rela-
tion to Summers County.

They became increas-
ingly popular during 
the 19th century in the 
United States. The Civil 
War led to a huge surge 
in their membership 
following the end of the 
war in 1865. This was 
such an unstable time in 
our history that affected 
everyone differently. 

Belonging to these 
organizations brought 
about a strong sense of 
pride and created a place 
where the members felt 
grounded during the 
post-war ever-changing 
society. Belonging to 
one of these groups pro-
vided help and support 
in many aspects of your 
life.

In researching this 
piece I uncovered a 

newspaper article from 
the Independent Herald 
in Hinton from February 
20, 1902. To begin with, 
it says they added 18 
new members last week. 
Eighteen new members 
in Hinton, just think 
about how popular this 
group must have been 
then. 

It further talks about 
the Hinton Group hav-
ing an 80-strong mem-

bership. And says “The 
Modern Woodmen is the 
best and cheapest frater-
nal organization in the 
land today, has nearly 
700 thousand members 
and it is only its nine-
teenth year, and has one 
billion, eighty five mil-
lion dollars insurance 
in force. Net increase in 
membership for the year 
1900 was 119,815.”

The mention of life in-

surance reminded me 
that while cleaning out 
my Grandma Jones’s 
estate I found a paper 
where my grandfather 
Gene had a life insurance 
policy through Modern 
Woodmen. If you will 
remember I also found 
a receipt where he had 
paid his dues to The Odd 
Fellows in the 1940’s.

My family had strong 
ties to many of these 

fraternal organizations, 
of which I have several 
mementos that belonged 
to them during their 
tenure while they were 
affiliated with them. For 
curiosity’s sake, I looked 
and Modern Woodmen 
still sells life insurance 
policies to this day after 
having been formed on 
January 5, 1883, in Ly-
ons, Clinton, IA.

William Jones

Musings from Memory Lane: Fireflies and Flowers
I readily admit I’ve 

never been the biggest 
fan of summer’s swel-
tering heat. I remember 
getting sick easily in the 
heat which was one of 
the reasons my parents 
put in air conditioning. 

I do, however, adore 
the long hours of day-
light. All those won-
derful hours spent ev-
ery evening catching 
lightning bugs. Hap-
pily chasing them and 
putting them in a jar 
that had a lid which my 
Mother had sacrificed 
by putting holes in it 
for the bugs to breathe. 
I was sad when my Dad 

would say it was time 
to let them go because I 
thought they were sure-
ly one of the most beau-
tiful things on earth. To 
this day I enjoy noth-
ing more than watching 
lightning bugs twinkling 
against an ink-black 
night. If twinkle lights 
on Christmas trees 
could but see lightning 
bugs in all their glory, 
how envious they would 
be. 

A day full of humidity 
calls to mind days long 
gone of air heavily per-
fumed with honeysuck-
le. The finest shops in 
Paris have never been 
able to top that sweet 
fragrance. It was abso-

lutely heavenly and I 
remember how exciting 
it was to take apart the 
blossoms and taste the 
nectar. Such bliss from 
an ordinary thing. 

Picking wildflow-
ers for my mother was 
always something I 
couldn’t wait to do as a 
child. I looked forward 
to it and picked every 
flower I could find and 
would throw in leaves 
for their shape. They 
never failed to make 
my Momma smile and 
while I was a daddy’s 
girl, I loved my Mother 
as much as humanely 
possible and would have 
done anything to see her 
smile. Mommy’s health 

was never great and I 
thought I could help by 
simply making her hap-
py. 

After Momma passed 
away, I was looking 
through some of her 
favorite books. There 
between the pages were 
some of those wildflow-
ers. A reminder that for 
a brief moment a gen-
tler, happier time did 
exist. It was now my 
turn to smile over these 
flowers once picked by 
such small hands with 
big love. They’re now a 

testimony to a place and 
feeling frozen in time if 
only between the pag-
es of the book. Bless 
my Mom for keeping 
them so I would have 
a reminder of the love 

on days that seem too 
much. 

My hope for all of you, 
dear readers, is that you 
too may have reminders 
of simpler, better days.

Lisa Abshire


