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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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ELECT JETTY TURNIP SLEIGHYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The bank was paying less than 1% on its savings 

accounts, but there was — LITTLE INTEREST

Answer
here: ”“ -

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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USHER DINKY UPROOT TONGUEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: In their attempt to make more efficient solar 

cells, they tried everything — UNDER THE SUN
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Joyce Surbaugh REALTOR/Salesperson

304-660-8000
Joyce.Surbaugh@gmail.com

174 Northridge Dr., Lewisburg, WV 24901 - Tom Johnson, Broker, 304-645-1242 - Office

Listing and selling Homes in Southern 
West Virginia for over 20 years. I 
understand West Virginia and our 
properties. Trust me. I can ease your 
mind by helping you sell your property 
and doing all the paperwork for you. 
Country Roads have been taking me 
home all my life. Call me and let’s talk 
about our Country Roads property.

FOR SALE
Talcott, WV:
3977 State Hwy. 3.
Four Bedroom, Two Baths.

Price: $140,000

FOR SALE
Meadow Bridge, WV:
Four Beds, One Bath, 
Six Acres.

Price: $165,000

List With Us!

Doctor Camara. Photo provided by Wil-
liam Joues. 

Group photo mentioned by Jones. Photo 
provided by William Jones. 

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Doctor Camara
HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 

News) - Another notable 
doctor of the old Hinton 
Hospital is Doctor Prudene-
cio Beduya Camara, “Pru,” 
as most people in the Hin-
ton area called him. He was 
from Manila, Philippines, 
and became one of the staff 
of the Hinton Hospital on 
June 28, 1963.

Doctor Camara was a 
member of the Abdominal 
Surgeons Society. He had 
been the Chief of Surgery 
at Summers County Hospi-
tal. He was the first Chief of 
Staff at the Summers Coun-
ty Hospital when the old 
Hinton Hospital reopened 
in its new location as the 
Summers County Hospi-
tal, which is now Summers 
County ARH Hospital.

The photo you see is of Pru 
shaking hands with Doctor 
W.L. Van Sant recognizing 
him becoming the latest ad-
dition to the hospital staff. 
J.G. Fitzsimmons and Eliz-
abeth Coffman, Superinten-
dent of Nurses, stand with 
them on the front step of the 
hospital.

Pru and his wife Jean 
raised their children, Mecot, 
Teresa and Elisa, in Hinton. 
Mecot was killed while in 
the service in the terrorist 
attack on the Marine Corps 
barracks in Bierut, Leba-
non, on October 23, 1983. 
Terresa passed away in 
Florida in 2018. Elisa now 
splits her time at her house 
in Talcott, West Virginia 
and in Florida. 

Elisa is a Summers Coun-
ty author, having published 

American Brother and a 
children’s book series called 
Patriot Pup. Her writings 
are inspired by and in hon-
or of her brother, Mecot. 
Her father, Pru, had passed 
away on May 7, 1982, at 59 
years old. One of his nurses 
at his practice was his sis-
ter Gemma Leftwich, whom 
you now know from Hinton 
Hardware. 

I had been friends with 
Gemma’s son James since 
college and instantly start-
ed to be treated like one of 
the family. I then met and 
became friends with Elisa 
while my mother and I were 
helping her with her Ameri-
can Brother book signing at 
Otter and Oak in Hinton in 
2013. 

Growing up in Summers 
County and being interested 
in the history of the area, I 
had always heard about how 
pleasant, kind, generous 
and caring doctor, Camara 
was. After becoming friends 
with Elisa, his name started 
coming up in more conver-
sations. I have never heard 
one ill word spoken about 
him, everyone only has the 
very best to tell about him.

Pru was my great-grand-
mother Gladys Thompson’s 
doctor. My mother remem-
bers riding to Hinton from 
Talcott to go with her to 
see Doctor Camara. Even 
though she was so young 
at the time, she can vividly 
remember him being one of 
the kindest and most caring 
doctors she had ever met.

While doing research for 
this piece, my cousin Lota 
Skaggs was telling me her 

best “Doctor Camara sto-
ry,” as I now call it. Pru was 
her children’s doctor when 
they were little. Her daugh-
ter Tammy Mounts and son 
John Skaggs had their ton-
sils removed by him around 
1971.

She recalls Tammy, who 
was six years old at the 
time, being upset about her 
brother having surgery first 
and her going to have to go 
through it as well. You see, 
Pru removed both of their 
tonsils on the same day.

He took John back first; 
Tammy had been upset and 
crying before John left. He 

came out to get Tammy and 
commented about her being 
so upset. He took her back 
to perform the surgery, and 
when he was finished, he 
wouldn’t let her be brought 
out on a gurney to her room 
where her mother Lota was.

He carried her upstairs 
to her room, tucked her in 
bedhimself and sat with her 
to keep her and John calm 
until they went to sleep.This 
is just one story of his caring 
nature, there are countless 
others. It is only fitting that 
the “Operating Suit” at the 
new hospital, what is now 
named Summers County 

ARH Hospital, is named, 
“The P.B. Camara, M.D. Op-
erating Suit.”

It further says under the 
title of the room: “In appre-
ciation to the first chief of 
surgery for his dedication 
and devotion to this hos-
pital and community.” The 
description of the photo of 
Pru shaking hands on the 
steps of Hinton Hospital 
says, “They will be part of 
The Hinton Story, a docu-
mentary film that is being 
produced by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor and the 
ARA.”

Until writing this piece, I 

wasn’t aware that this doc-
umentary existed. After 
Googling it, one of the first 
descriptions that popped 
up was from the archives at 
WVU that read, “The Hin-
ton Story - The 1964 Fea-
ture Motion picture footage 
of a documentary on Hin-
ton, West Virginia. Created 
in 1963 by the Area Rede-
velopment Agency of the 
U.S. Government, it aimed 
to promote economic de-
velopment in Hinton after 
the fading of the steam rail-
roads.”

William Jones

ATHENS, W.Va. (Hin-
ton News – The 35th Annu-
al Homer K. Golf Memori-
al Golf Tournament will be 
held on Friday, June 14 at 
Pipestem State Park. Tee 
time is at 8:30 a.m. with 
a shotgun start and Cap-
tain’s Choice format. First 
and second place prizes 
will be awarded for men’s 
and women’s teams, along 
with prizes for longest 
drive and closest-to-the-
pin, and first hole-in-one 
on the 8th hole. 

Proceeds from this tour-
nament fund scholarships 
for Concord University 
students.

Homer K. Ball, a Le-
rona native, graduated 

from Concord in 1948. 
Throughout his career, he 
served as Sheriff of Mer-
cer County, West Virginia 
State Senator, and Direc-
tor of the Physical Plant 
at Concord University. 
Mr. Ball was also an avid 
golfer. In 1991, the annual 
golf tournament benefit-
ing Concord was named in 
his honor. After Mr. Ball’s 
passing in 2008, the tour-
nament was renamed the 
Homer K. Ball Memorial 
Golf Tournament.

35th annual Homer 
K. Ball Memorial Golf 

Tournament to be 
held at Pipestem Park

ALDERSON, W.Va. (Hin-
ton News)– Get ready for a 
berry good time! The annual 
Alderson Strawberry Festi-
val returns on Saturday, May 
25, 2024, transforming the 
historic Alderson Memori-
al Bridge into a haven for all 
things strawberry. From 10 
AM to 4 PM, this free event 
promises a day of delicious 
treats, local crafts, live mu-
sic, and fun activities for the 
whole family.

A Celebration of Local Fla-
vor

The heart of the festival lies 
on the bridge itself, where a 
vibrant “Market and Food” 
section awaits. Vendors will 
be tempting taste buds with 
an array of delectable cre-
ations – think juicy shortcake, 
refreshing drinks and count-
less other sweet and savory 
options. But the treats don’t 
stop there! Local artisans and 
crafters will also be show-
casing their work, offering 
unique souvenirs and hand-
made goods to commemorate 
your visit.

Festive Atmosphere and 

Fun for All Ages
Lively music performances 

throughout the day will keep 
the energy high as you explore 
the festival. The little ones 
won’t be left out either, with 
a dedicated area featuring fun 
activities like face painting 
and bounce houses to keep 
them entertained.

A Taste of the Farm
For those seeking an even 

deeper strawberry experi-
ence, the festival extends to 
Sunset Berry Farm, just a 
short distance away. Here, 
you can get your hands dirty 
with some U-Pick strawber-
ries, a quintessential festival 
activity. Indulge in a delicious 
pig roast and participate in 
additional fun farm activities, 
making it a well-rounded day 
trip for the whole family.

The Alderson Strawberry 
Festival is a delightful way 
to celebrate the season and 
support local businesses. So 
mark your calendars, grab 
your appetite, and head to 
Alderson for a day filled with 
sweet treats, vibrant music, 
and small-town charm.

Sweet Celebration on 
the Bridge: Alderson 

Strawberry Festival Returns


