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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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BATTY SKIMP FUSION COUGARYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The con man who tried to pass his drawings off 

as Picasso originals was a — SCAM ARTIST

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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FATTY VAULT NEATLY DOLLARYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The giraffe telling the story to the other 

giraffes — TOLD A TALL TALE
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To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 681.293.1173 681.293.1173 
Or Email tia@wvdn.comOr Email tia@wvdn.com

Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

Come in for 
lunch or dinner 

• Open Daily 

• Lunch and dinner specials 

• Desserts are made fresh

(304)466-6626

The Ice Cream Shack
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
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Now accepting all major credit cards.

Request for Proposals
The Summers County Board of Education is seeking 

�Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q�� �S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �T�X�D�O�L�¿�H�G�� �D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V�� ���$�J�H�Q�F�\���$�J�H�Q�W����
�W�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���L�W�V���$�J�H�Q�W���R�I���5�H�F�R�U�G���I�R�U���D�O�O���L�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V����

Proposals will be received at the Summers County Board 
�R�I�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �$�W�W�Q���� �.�D�V�D�Q�G�U�D�� �0�F�&�O�X�Q�J�� �������� �7�H�P�S�O�H�� �6�W�U�H�H�W��
�+�L�Q�W�R�Q���� �:�9�� ������������ �X�Q�W�L�O�� �F�O�R�V�H�� �R�I�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��4:00 p.m., 
Friday, June 3, 2024 ���� �3�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V�� �P�D�\�� �E�H�� �P�D�L�O�H�G�� �Y�L�D�� �8�6��
Postal Service or delivered via overnight carrier or couri-
�H�U�����3�O�H�D�V�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H���D���G�H�W�D�L�O�H�G���Q�D�U�U�D�W�L�Y�H���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G��
�F�R�X�O�G���H�[�S�H�F�W���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q����

It shall be the submitting party’s responsibility to en -
�V�X�U�H���W�K�D�W���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���D�U�U�L�Y�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G�¶�V���R���F�H���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���W�K�H��
�V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G�� �R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���� �/�D�W�H�� �V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �Q�R�W���E�H�� �D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G��
�D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O���U�H�P�D�L�Q���X�Q�R�S�H�Q�H�G�����$�O�O���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O�V���P�X�V�W���E�H���H�Q�F�O�R�V�H�G��
in a sealed envelope bearing the name and address of the 
�V�X�E�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�\���D�Q�G���F�O�H�D�U�O�\���0�D�U�N�H�G���D�V���I�R�O�O�R�Z�V����

�$�7�7�1�����.�D�V�D�Q�G�U�D���0�F�&�O�X�Q�J
�5�)�3�����$�J�H�Q�W���R�I���5�H�F�R�U�G���±���,�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�V
�3�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���'�X�H���'�D�W�H�����-�X�Q�H����������������
�$���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���R�I���D�W���O�H�D�V�W�������P�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�R�U�P�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��

�E�R�D�U�G���W�R���U�H�Y�L�H�Z���W�K�H���V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H���Z�L�O�O���W�K�H�Q��
�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�� �W�K�H�� �W�R�S�� ���� �V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�� �L�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�V����
�7�K�H���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���5�)�3���L�V���W�R���V�H�O�H�F�W���D�Q���D�J�H�Q�F�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�H�V�W��
level of specialized, skill knowledge, resources, and exper-
tise, knowledge, and the ability to exercise sound profes-
sional judgement are primary considerations in the selec-
�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�����7�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H���W�K�H��
�E�H�V�W���3�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�¶�V���Q�H�H�G�V����

�3�O�H�D�V�H�� �V�H�H�� �5�3�)���%�L�G�V�� �L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� �S�D�J�H�� �R�Q�� �V�F�V�Z�Y���X�V�� �I�R�U��
more information including a questionnaire and scoring 
�U�X�E�U�L�F������
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The Fun Begins on May 
20 at Pipestem Adventure 
Zone and Adventure Lake

PIPESTEM, W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) – West Virginia’s 
best destination for summer 
fun is Pipestem State Park’s 
Adventure Zone which of-
fers excitement and adven-
ture for the whole family. 
Beginning May 20, visitors 
can choose from 9 exciting 
activities to create a full-
day adventure extravagan-
za with skeet shooting, la-
ser tag, remote-controlled 
cars on paved and off-road 
race tracks, 3D archery, axe 
throwing, miniature golf, 
disc golf, electric motor-as-
sisted bikes and pedal bike 
rentals. Adventurers can 
purchase access to each ad-
venture a la carte, or they 
can purchase an all-day pass 
for a day of back-to-back ex-
citement. 

The Adventure Lake at 
Pipestem is a destination 
for wild activity or relax-
ation under the sun. Both 
kids and adults will enjoy 
climbing on the giant in-
flatable mountains, slides 
and trampolines that will 
launch them into the air be-
fore splashing down into the 
water. This year Pipestem 
has added 10 new inflatable 
designs set up in an obsta-
cle course fashion. Friend-
ly lifeguards are on hand 
to safely supervise the fun. 
The sandy beach provides 
a great spot to wind down 
on a lounge chair and enjoy 
the sun and scenery. Parents 
can also take their younger 
kids to the Splash Park and 
Kids’ Zone where they can 

slide and run around spray-
ing flowers, animals and 
fountains. 

There is so much more 
to explore and experience 
at Pipestem for true ad-
venturers and families 
seeking a vacation destina-
tion. The Pipestem Peaks 
Zipline Tours are one of the 
state’s top attractions with 
9 ziplines up to 1,600 feet 
in length that allow visitors 
to sail on lines that cross 
over the Bluestone River 
Gorge three times at heights 
of 300 feet and speeds up 
to 50 mph. Pipestem is an 
adventurer’s paradise of-
fering hiking, mountain 
biking, whitewater rafting, 
kayaking, horseback riding, 
golfing (on 9- and 18-hole 
courses) and rock climbing. 
Accommodations at Pipes-
tem are available to fit any 
vacation style including 2 
beautiful lodges, cabin rent-
als, campsites and RV parks. 

West Virginia State Parks 
like Pipestem offer an ex-
traordinary destination and 
best-in-class adventures 
at a superb value. This is a 
unique opportunity to ex-
perience the highest qual-
ity at the most affordable 
price. Visitors can view all of 
the activities at www.pipes-
temadventures.com. From 
there they can go to www.
wvstateparks.com or call 
1-833-WV-Parks (1-833-
987-2757) to simply choose 
their travel date, book their 
accommodations and begin 
selecting and booking the 

adventures that will make 
their vacation the most 
memorable. 

Reservations for the 
Adventure Zone and Ad-
venture Lake can be 
booked using these links: 
wvstateparks.com/pipes-
tem-adventure-zone/ and 
wvstateparks.com/park/
pipestem-resort-state-park/
adventure-lake-and-splash-
park/. Some activities re-
quire advanced reservations 
and other considerations.

The Adventure Lake at Pipestem, WV. 

Ziplining at Pipestem Begins May 20
PIPESTEM, W.Va. (Hin-

ton News) – Pipestem 
Adventures is thrilled to 
announce the 2024 sea-
son opening of its Pipes-
tem Peaks Zipline Tours 
on May 20. Located in 
the picturesque Pipestem 
State Park, Pipestem Peaks 
Zipline Tours promises to 
deliver an exhilarating and 
unforgettable outdoor ex-
perience for adventurers 
aged 10 and up.

Opening day, and every 
day during the summer, 
is an opportunity for ad-
venture, excitement and 
fun activities for the whole 
family. Guests will have 
the opportunity to soar 
through the treetops on 
our state-of-the-art zipline 
course, offering breath-
taking views of the sur-
rounding natural beauty. 
The zipline is open to ad-
venturers aged 10+ who 
weigh between 100 and 
250 pounds.

The zipline tour begins 
at the top of the Canyon 
Rim Center and works its 
way down to the bottom of 
Bluestone Gorge as you zip 
from one treetop platform 
to the next. The zipline trip 
lasts about 3.5 hours and 
consists of 9 different zip 
lines exceeding 1,600 feet 
in length that cross over 
the Bluestone River Gorge 
three times at heights of 
300 feet and speed up to 
50 mph. Two professional 
guides accompany a group 
of eight guests and follow 
the highest safety stan-
dards in the industry. The 
guides share their enthu-
siasm and knowledge for 

ziplining, the history of 
Pipestem State Park and 
information on the flora 
and fauna in the area. 

“We are excited to open 
the 2024 season of Pipes-
tem Peaks Zipline Tours 
and provide a unique op-
portunity for visitors to 
connect with nature while 
experiencing the thrill of 
ziplining,” said Paul Buec-
hler, Founder, and CEO of 
Pipestem Adventures. “Our 
team has worked tirelessly 
to create a safe, enjoyable 
and memorable experience 
that highlights the beauty 
of the State Park.”

Visitors in early to 
mid-summer will witness 
the construction of the 
new, state-of-the-art ae-
rial tramway system at 
Pipestem which is part 
of a multi-million-dollar 
investment in infrastruc-
ture and improvements at 
Pipestem funded by the 
State of WV. This includes 
upgrades to the lodge, spa 
and other amenities at 
Pipestem.

Another source of fun 
that should not be missed 
while at the State Park is 
the Pipestem Adventure 
Zone. The Adventure Zone 
offers more fun in one place 

than you can experience in 
a single day. Visitors can 
choose from 9 exciting ac-
tivities to create a full-day 
adventure extravaganza 
with skeet shooting, la-
ser tag, remote-controlled 
cars on paved and off-road 
race tracks, 3D archery, 
axe throwing, miniature 
golf, disc golf, electric mo-
tor-assisted bikes and ped-
al bikes. The Adventure 
Zone and the popular Ad-
venture Lake and Splash 
Park at Pipestem will also 
open on May 20. 

“We believe in the pow-
er of outdoor adventures 
to inspire, educate, and 
create lasting memories,” 
added Buechler. “Wheth-
er you’re looking for an 
adrenaline rush or a peace-
ful retreat in nature, Pipes-
tem Adventures has some-
thing for everyone.”

Reservations for Pipes-
tem Peaks Zipline Tours 
are now available by call-
ing 1-833-WV-Parks (1-
833-987-2757) or visiting 
wvstateparks.com or us-
ing the link wvstateparks.
com/things-to-do/aeri-
al-tours/pipestem-peaks/. 
Advance booking is rec-
ommended to secure pre-
ferred tour times.
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Selling Summers and Monroe and the region for 34 years!

Call or Text 304.667.2897 
randy@foxfirenation.com

Foxfire Realty, Richard Grist, Broker 
1029 Washington St. East, Lewisburg, WV 24901

Randy S. Burdette, 
Associate Broker/REALTOR/Auctioneer WV927

Women’s Health Fair
Wednesday, May 22, 2024

Forest Hill Clinic
Call to schedule an appointment!

304-466-1152
Free Pap Smears, Breast Exams

Free Cholesterol Screen, blood sugar
Free blood pressure checks, 

weight & BMI
DOOR PRIZE DRAWING!

www.monroehealthcenters.com

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: The Fire Tower
If you are from Summers 

County, chances are you 
know about the “fire tow-
er,” or have at least heard 
about it at one time or an-
other over the years. It has 
become a landmark and 
geographical point of ref-
erence among the locals. 
If you say or hear someone 
say, “Up at the fire tower,” 
you know they are refer-
ring to the upper portion 
of Griffiths Creek, Keeneys 
Mountain, Clayton, Tempa 
or just that general vicini-
ty.

Before I delve into the 
history of it that was pro-
vided to me by Karen Wy-
gle, a good friend of mine 
and fellow local historian, 
particularly of the Clayton 
area. Let me say that if you 
hear someone enunciate 
“fire tower” you may not 
know what they are talking 
about. That is because (and 
I say this with the utmost 
respect) over the years the 
locals, especially the older 
generations, have altered 
and shortened it to “far 
tar.”

I have picked up this 
country vernacular. After 
hearing my grandfather 
talk about hunting trips 
that he and his father had 
taken “up by the far tar,” 
for decades, I picked up on 
it, and it is now how I pro-
nounce it. I recently men-
tioned it in a conversation 
with a friend from Virginia. 
And I got the head cocked 
to the side and a “What did 
you say?” “I said Far Tar.”

He then let out an “Ohhh 
you mean fire tower.” I re-
plied, “Yes, that is what 
I said, far tar.” We both 
laughed and left it at that, 
haha. Further, I should 
add that if it wasn’t for 
the “far tar” I wouldn’t 
have ever been born. A bit 

of a stretch, I know, but 
my parents, who had met 
at parades over the years 
started dating in 1976 
when Dad went with his 
friend Davis Knapp up to 
the “far tar.”

Davis happened to be my 
mother’s second cousin. 
You see, the Thompson and 
Knapp side of my mother’s 
family used to get together 
at the “far tar” a lot back in 
the day. And now the rest 
is history.

The fire tower was pro-
posed and designed under 
The New Deal, a Public 
Works Administration or 
(PWA) program aimed at 
reducing the unemployed 
and rebuilding our econo-
my during The Great De-
pression, itwas proposed 
on August 19, 1936. The 
tower was erected under 
the direction of State For-
est Officer Nutter, who 
supervised the dedicated 
employment of members 
of the CCC, Civilian Con-
servation Corps.

It was 79 feet tall and 
overlooked the entire val-
ley, having been built on 
Keeney’s Knob near Alder-
son. With the professional 
and prompt work provided 
by the young men of the 
CCC, it was finished before 
the expected date. It was 
planned for the tower to 
have an attendant on staff 
at all times. The tower was 
supplied with a telephone 
connection so calls could 
be made to areas that were 
experiencing a fire. 

January 17, 1937: “The 
steel for the framework 
is on the ground where 
each tower will be erected. 
Workmen are preparing 
to pour concrete for the 
foundations now. A tower 
will be erected on Keeney’s 
Knob, in Greenbrier coun-
ty, about eight miles north-
west of Alderson.” (Blue-

field Daily Telegraph) 
June 13, 1937: “Work has 

been started by CCC work-
ers on the 79-foot steel fire 
tower which, according to 
plans of the state conser-
vation commission, is to be 
the center of a 13-acre pub-
lic park on Keeney’s Knob, 
thehighest point in south-
ern West Virginia.” This-
brought about improved 
roads throughout the Clay-
ton, Griffiths Creek, and 
Tempa areas.

This site was chosen be-
cause it is 3,945 feet above 
sea level and has a view for 
miles and miles. Septem-
ber 27, 1937: “Employees 
of the state conservation 
committee began work on 
erection of an 79-foot steel 
fire tower on top of Kee-
ney’s Knob.” (Charleston 
Daily Mail)

O.H. Mann of Keeney’s 

Knob was appointed tower 
keeper to maintain a con-
stant lookout for fires. A 
cabin for the keeper will 
top the tower. A recreation 
park surrounding the tow-
er on the peak of the knob 
is included in the commis-
sion’s plans for the project.

I have not been able 
to find when the tower 
stopped “officially” be-
ing used as a “fire tower.” 
Over the years, vandals 
have wreaked havoc with 
the wooden stairs to the 
lookout cabin, it was even 
set on fire several times. 
The stairs have, in recent 
decades, fallen into disre-
pair due to the elements. 
The cabin tower is not ac-
cessible any longer. Sadly, 
the wooden stairs to it are 
gone in sections, and the 
floor is completely gone at 
this point in the cabin.

The old photo you see is 
an early view of the tower 
and how it looked for many 
years while serving the 
community. The new pho-
to was provided to me by 

Anthony Gray through the 
owners of the J&J Coun-
try Roads Store in Pence 
Springs. Notice the bad 
condition the tower is now 
in this recent photo.

William Jones

Modern photo of the Fire Tower. Photo 
provided by William Jones

Antique photo of the Fire Tower. Photo 
provided by William Jones

Summers County Public Library to 
Host Dandelion Jelly Making Event

HINTON, W.Va. (AP) — 
Dandelion enthusiasts and 
culinary adventurers alike 
are invited to the Summers 
Co. Public Library on June 
8, to embark on a flavor-
ful journey in creating and 
canning dandelion jelly.

With spring in full bloom, 
what better way to cele-
brate than by transforming 
these sunny blossoms into 
a delectable spread? Host-
ed by the library, the event 
promises an educational 
and enjoyable experience 
for participants aged 16 and 

up.
Karen Richmond has 

generously offered her ex-
pertise in canning along-
side the provided recipe, 
ensuring that attendees will 
leave equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to rec-
reate this delicacy at home.

Admission to the event 
is $10 per person, with all 
proceeds going towards 
supporting the library’s 
programming initiatives. 
Interested individuals are 
encouraged to RSVP by 
calling 304-466-4490 to 
secure their spot for what 

promises to be a popular 
event.

“Dandelion Jelly Mak-
ing” is not only a chance to 
learn a new culinary skill 
but also an opportunity to 
connect with fellow com-
munity members in a cre-
ative and engaging setting. 
Participants can expect 
a hands-on experience, 
where they’ll learn the art 
of transforming dandelion 
blossoms into a flavorful 
jelly that can be enjoyed for 
months to come.

For those eager to delve 
into the world of canning or 

simply looking for a unique 
way to spend a summer 
day, mark your calendars 
for June 8 and join the 
Summers County Public 
Library for an unforgetta-
ble Dandelion Jelly Making 
event.

For more information 
or to RSVP, please contact 
the Summers Co. Public Li-
brary at 304-466-4490.

Rebecca Stalnaker


