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GOOP TO SHOW UP A HALF-
EARLY TO LOOK THE PLACE
AND SETTLE YOUR NERVES.

THAT WOULD HAVE
BEEN GOOP ADVICE
45 MINUTES AGO.

I PON'T
WANT TO LOOK
DESPERATE.
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MOON ALERT: There are
no restrictions to shopping
or important decisions to-
day.The Moon is in Leo.

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY
Wednesday, April 17, 2024:

You are a resilient person
with confidence and willpow-
er. You're determined to suc-
ceed, which is likely, because
you can spot opportunities for
yourself and others. This year
is more laid-back and slower
paced. Focus on your closest
relationships. Choose people
who have your best interests
at heart.

The Stars Show the Kind
of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic;
4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so;
1-Difficult
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R@Yﬂl

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

4% Don't be afraid to shake
up the status quo today. You
want to do your own thing.This
will especially apply to creative
projects, the arts, sports and
fun activities with kids. Howev-
er, do take note: Be vigilant, be-
cause this is an accident-prone
day for your kids. Tonight: Sur-
prises.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

3% Today you want to
shake things up a little, which
is why you might rearrange fur-
niture, invite friends over or do
something different at home.
You might do or say something
that surprises a family mem-
ber or vice versa. You might
organize a group activity, like

STARS

a book club.Tonight: Be ready.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
4% You're eager for adven-
ture and something different
today. This is why travel or a
short trip will please you, be-
cause you can see new places
and meet new faces. In ad-
dition, you're full of original,
inventive thinking. Why not
share your ideas? Run them up
the flagpole to see if anyone
salutes. Tonight: Be sponta-
neous.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
3% Keep an eye on your
possessions and your assets
today, because something un-
predictable could impact them.
Possibly, you will find money.
Then again, you might lose
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to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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BY GEORGIA NICOLS

money. Be smart and protect
what you own against loss,
theft or damage. Anything re-
lated to your wealth is unpre-
dictable today. Tonight: Check
your assets.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

4% Today it's a bit of a crap-
shoot; nevertheless, you're
full of big, inventive, original
ideas! These might include
travel plans or exploring op-
portunities in publishing, the
media, medicine, the law or
something to do with getting
further training or higher edu-
cation. You're stoked! Tonight:
Enjoy!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

3% This is a restless day for
you. You have that feeling that
you're waiting for the other
shoe to drop. A partner or close
friend might be a tad conten-
tious or difficult to deal with.
Don’t take the bait; you have
better things to do. Get ready
for an unexpected opportunity
to travel. Tonight: Privacy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

4% A friend might surprise
you today or, alternatively, you
might meet someone who's a
real character. Either way, in-
teractions with others won't be
boring. Fortunately, the people

you encounter today (including
those from your past) will be
interesting. Tonight: Socialize.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

2% Tread carefully, be-
cause someone in a position
of authority, including the po-
lice, might catch you off guard
today. (“Busted!”) A boss or a
parent might say or do some-
thing that you least expect.
Don’t react immediately. Give
yourself a chance to process
things. Tonight: Be courteous.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21)

4% Surprise travel plans
might happen today or, alter-
natively, travel plans might be
canceled or changed. Stay light
on your feet, because you want
to socialize and have a good
time today. And you want to do
it on your own terms, because
you feel feisty and indepen-
dent. Tonight: Explore!

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan 19)

3% Make sure you know
what’s happening with bank-
ing matters and anything to do
with shared property and in-
heritances, because something
out of the blue could suddenly
change things. Don’t be caught
snoozing. When it comes to
your wealth, stay on top of

OF JEOPARDY!

HE'S TRAINING
MYy COUS(NS
To BE SIDEBURNS.

things. Tonight: Check your fi-
nances.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
3% Today’s a bit of a crap-
shoot, which is why friends,

partners and others might
catch you off guard. Someone
might say or do something you
didn't expect. Nevertheless,
you're up for whatever hap-
pens, because your social skills
are strong and smooth. You're
Teflon. Tonight: Listen.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

3% Your job, your work or
even your health might be a
challenge today. Something
unusual might happen, which
makes you dig in your heels.
You feel independent and you
want to fight for your rights.
(With Mars in your sign, you
will certainly have the energy
and courage to do this.) To-
night: Work.

BORN TODAY

Actress Jennifer Garner
(1972), actress Phoebe Dynevor
(1995), actor Sean Bean (1959)
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Find more Georgia Nicols
horoscopes at georgianicols.
com.

(c) 2024 by King Features
Syndicate Inc.
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Difficulty: % %%

Fill in the grid so that every
row, every column, and every
3x3 grid contains the digits
1 through 9. That means that
no number is repeated in any
row, column, or box.
(Today’s Answers
Next Wednesday)

Answer To Last
Wednesday’s Puzzle:
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Clayton Baptist Church

The modern church. Photo provided by William Jones
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CLAYTON W.Va.
(Hinton News) - This
week’s piece is about
the early history of the
Clayton Baptist Church
in Clayton, West Virgin -
ia. One of the first per-
manent settlers in this
region was the Graham
family in 1813. A plot of
land was given by the
Grahams to be used for
a church.

It was deeded to a
Board of Trustees: Hen-
ry Still, John R. Bal-
langee, David Graham,
Larry Graham and Sam-
uel Ayers on February
21, 1851. This plot was
used as a cemetery for
the community and they
erected a log cabin on it
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that became known as
the “Graham Meeting
House” to hold church
services and other func
tions in the small town
of Clayton.

It was utilized by the
Baptists, Methodists
and Presbyterians who
resided the area.
School was also con
ducted in the meeting
house until it was de-
stroyed by fire in 1882.
The origins of the Clay-
ton Baptist Church date
back to 1781 when mem
bers of the Old Green
brier Baptist church
and the man for whom
Alderson, West Virginia
is named, John Alder-
son reached out to the
adjacent communities

in
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that surrounded Alder -
son to get the 12 people
that made up the char-
ter roster of the church.

When this church was
first started it was re-
ferred to as the Baptist
Mountain Grove Meet-
ing House. As the pop
ulation of this area grew
the one-room Bush
school was built to ed-
ucate the children. In
this same building the
“Baptist Church” was
organized that preced-
ed the formal found-
ing of the “Clayton
Baptist Church”. This
church was eventually
called “The Hope Bap-
tist Church.” The black
and white photo of the
one-room school is the
only photo of the Bush
School | have ever run
across in all of my years
of collecting local histo-
ry.

In 1902 the commu-
nity came together with
C.H. Graham conduct-
ing the meeting and
it was decided to con
struct a Baptist church.
This is what would be-
come the “Clayton Bap-
tist Church.” Money
was started to be raised
for the construction and
work soon commenced.
Although work was
stalled for various rea-
sons over the years, the
community never lost
faith, and met on Au-
gust 8, 1908, to formal-
ly dedicate the “Clayton
Community Church”.

Work again fell to the
wayside but was com
pleted and opened its

Rogers
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Photo of the original structure. Photo provided by William Jones.

doors for service on Sep
tember 16, 1909. The
church was dedicated
as “debt free.” This was
the first time that the
new bell for the church
that had been donated
by Kyle Ballangee rang
and the sound echoed
through the valley.

Central Baptist in the
town of Hinton, West
Virginia gifted the new -
ly formed church a
chandelier of oil lamps
to be used for evening
and nighttime services.
Central Baptist also do-
nated the seating that
completed the church
and allowed them to
conduct regular ser-
vices. | have yet to find
an early photo of this
church. | am including
one of how it looks to-
day that was provided
to me by my friend and
fellow historian of this
area Karen Richmond
Wyagle.

My family has ties to
this story just like many
of my others. My grand-
father David Eugene
Jones became a faith
ful member after mar -
rying my grandmother
Catherine in 1952. They
moved to Clayton where
he farmed while starting
his career in the main-
tenance department of
the Alderson Federal
Prison.

Grandpa became the
Sunday School Superin

tendent as can be seen Other prominent family

in this original Fiftieth

Anniversary of Clayton
Baptist Church pam-
phlet dated August 8-9,
1958. After purchasing
their farm and mov -
ing to Pence Springs in
1962 he transferred his
membership to Pence
Springs Community
Church where he later

names of the communi-
ty are listed such as He
drick and Ballangee. My
mother’s father Bernard
Thompson was a faith-
ful member of the Clay-
ton Baptist Church until
he passed away in 2018.
If you have a story
from the area’s history

became a deacon of the to share, send an email

church and one of the

Sunday School teachers.

to news@hintonnews.

com.
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“Mom continued
to decline,

and

| didn’t know

what to do.”

At Greystone they have nurses on duty 24-
hours a day, 7-days a week and they’ll monitor
her health and provide appropriate levels of
care for each stage she goes through.

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle
at (304) 860-0233.

The

Villages at <4
Greystone™

Beaver (Beckley), WV 25813

www.greystonebeaver.com




