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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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IMPEL SNIFF PROVEN GROWTHYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: After a cold winter, the nursery had flowers, and 

they hoped people would — SPRING FOR THEM

Ans.
here: ”“

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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ELOPE HUSKY TANDEM UNIQUEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Some words that mean “be fond of” include 

enjoy, adore, relish, prefer — AND THE LIKE

THE
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: The Greenbrier Valley Fair

FAIRLEA W.Va. (Hin -
ton News) - I had forgot -
ten I had this piece until 
I found it buried in a box 
of old local calendars and 
advertisements recently. 
Even though it does not 
have direct ties to Sum-
mers County, it is one of 
the counties that makes 
up the Greenbrier Valley. 
And this is such a rare 
piece I couldn’t pass up 
sharing it. 

The West Virginia State 
Fair in Fairlea, was orig-
inally called The Green-
brier Valley Fair as can be 
seen on the pamphlet for 
it from 1930. It started 
in 1854 when Greenbri-
er County was still part 
of Virginia. In 1941 the 
West Virginia State Leg-
islature passed an act to 
officially change its name 
to “The State Fair of West 
Virginia.”

Prior to then and until 
recent times the fair was 
primarily focused on ag-
riculture, livestock and 
other things of that na -
ture. It was common for 
the citizens of Summers 
County to travel to the 
fair, either The Green-
brier Valley Fair or espe-
cially once the name was 
changed to The State Fair 
of West Virginia.

My grandfather, Ber -
nard Thompson, loved 
telling the story of when 
he was seven years old in 
1934. His family loaded 
up in their Model A Ford 
and traveled from Talcott 
to Fairlea to “take in the 
fair” as he called it. At 
that time you could park 
on the fairgrounds itself, 
it wasn’t until much later 
the parking lot across the 
road was built. 

As families would of-
ten do at that time my 
great-grandmother Glad -
ys had packed a lunch 
and the family intend -
ed to picnic around the 
large oak tree that stood 
by the grandstand. Even 
when I was a child this 
tree was known as “the 
meeting spot” if you were 
at the fair. But like many 
odd happenings that oc-
curred in 2020; asteroids 
close to Earth, locusts, 
odd weather events, the 
beginning of the pan-
demic and many others. 
For instance, the tree, 

or “the meeting spot” as 
it was more common-
ly known fell victim to 
2020, as well when one-
half of it fell and the re -
maining part had to be 
cut for the public’s safety. 
A large section of the tree 
fell, forcing them to cut 
the remainder of it.

I digress, Granddad got 
separated from his par-
ents and spent the entire 
day looking for them and 
finally spotted his father, 
Orice Thompson, after 
about an 8-hour search. 
Getting back to this pam-
phlet, it advertised it as 
“Our fair is conducted for 
the benefit of farming, 
livestock and industrial 
& educational interests.” 
It further discusses this 
topic by saying “An Expo-
sition Reflecting the Ag-
ricultural, Industrial and 
Commercial Achieve-
ments of this Section.”

As you can see in the 
1938 photo of the Green-
brier Valley Fair it would 
have been very easy for 
a little boy from Tal -
cott, West Virginia to 
get separated from his 
family. In one of my pre -
cious pieces, I discussed 
my Grandfather, David 
“Gene” Jones, and the 
ox yolks he hand-made 
on his farm in Pence 
Springs. For decades he 
would show and compete 
his prize draft horses at 
the fair. My father would 
sleep in the barn of the 
night when my grandfa -
ther would have to come 
home.

In its early years, The 
Greenbrier Valley Fair 

was five days of events as 

is reflected by this piece. 

What would later become 

the State Fair of West 

Virginia immediately 

started taking shape and 

growing over the first few 

decades. In 1921 an old 

private railtrack that ran 

through this area was re-

moved, and the concept 

of the race track was cre-

ated. Many prominent 

names are known in the 

Greenbrier Valley to this 

day and a team of hors-

es that was supplied by 

Wilson Bros. built the 

one-half-mile track that 

is still in use to this day, 

103 years later.

From the construction 

of cattle barns, horse 

barns and other livestock 
exhibits, to bringing in 
nationally famous enter -
tainment when it started 
in 1921. During its nearly 
170-year history, the fair 
as it is today and its pre-
decessor fairs that led to 
it only had to be canceled 
due to two specific events 
in history. That was in 
1942, 1943, 1944 and 
1945 due to WWll. Then 
again in 2020 due to the 
pandemic that started 
because of COVID-19.

William Jones

A pamphlet for The Greenbrier Valley Fair 
from 1930. Photo provided by William Jones

The Greenbrier Valley Fair in 1938. Photo 
provided by William Jones


