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Beetle Bailey
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GREG+MORT WALKER~

I LIKETHIS
NEW MOVIE
THEATER.,.

BUT THESE SEATS
ARE WAY TOO COMFY
FOR YOU
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Hi and Lois

I WONDER WHY MOM
PUT THAT UP THEREY
I CAN'T EVEN REACH IT.

WHAT GOOD IS
A TOY IF YOU
CAN'T THROW IT¢

HiandLois.com

Blondie

IN HONOR OF KID INVENTORS
DAY, I CREATED AN ALARM
CLOCK APP

IT NEVER RINGS,

S0 YOU GET

TO SLEEP IN/
HA!

WANNA HEAR ABOUT OUR
NEXT CASH COW?

www.Blondie.com

Marvin

DO YOU KNOW WHY
YOUR TEACHER SENT /=
YOU TO SEE ME,

MR. MILLER?

Awmsr| 1 | gHE WANTED 7
You TO MEET =
T 1.| HER sTAR =
PUPIL?
= @ A

1T
I

DADDYDAZECOMIC.COM

Dustin

, N

T HATE TO DESTROY HIS
SENSE OF OPTIMISM...
~——

BUT THE CHANCE OF A
FULL-SCALE PARADE
SPONTANEOUSLY BREAKING
OUT IN THE
SPARE BEDROOM

|5 QUITE LOW.

Dist King Features ©2024 Kovaleski

VoorD e\l

WHAT'S

oAl YOU WOULPN'T

UNPERSTAND.

dustincomics.com

T'S THE START OF A NEW YEAR

D YOU'RE PEPRESSED BECAUSE

YOU HAVE NO CAREER AND
NO LOVE LIFE.

(©2024 Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

I LIKED IT BETTER
WHEN I THOUGHT YOU
DIDN'T UNPERSTAND.

MOON ALERT:
no restrictions to shopping
or important decisions to-
day.The Moon is in Aries.

There are

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY
Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2024:

You are a natural leader,
ambitious and success-orient-
ed. You are progressive, but
you also respect tradition. This
is a wonderful year for you, be-
cause your efforts, talents and
skills will be recognized. Ex-
pect promotions, awards and
accolades. With this spotlight,
you can seek new opportuni-
ties!

The Stars Show the Kind
of Day You’ll Have: 5-Dynamic;
4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so;
1-Difficult

for

mutts.com

(©2024 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.
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I CANT
WAIT TIL THE
WEEKEND.

1117
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HIKIDS. TM JEREMY, 1.\ WHAT KINDOF
YOUR NEWCOACH DEFENSE Do YoU

PLANTORUN?
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BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

5% Today the Moon is in
your sign dancing with fair Ve-
nus, which makes you want to
enjoy the company of others
and be surrounded by peo-
ple who like you. You might
be intrigued with travel plans.
You will also enjoy talking to
someone from anther culture
or a different country. Tonight:
Be nice.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

4% Even though vyou're
happy to be low-key and a bit
reclusive today, discussions
about shared property or inher-
itances might arise and please
you. Things might go vyour
way! Someone might do you a
favor. In fact, you might receive

a gift. Meanwhile, romance is
yummy. Tonight: Patience.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
5% This is a fabulous day
to schmooze! Enjoy being with
partners and close friends.
However, you will also enjoy
interacting with members of
clubs, organizations and con-
ferences -- any kind of group of
like-minded people. A casual
acquaintance might turn flirta-
tious. Tonight: Cooperate.
CANCER (June 21-July 22)
4% This is a pleasant day,
and pleasure is your goal. Work
is secondary. For some of you,
a work-related romance or a
work-related flirtation might
sizzle somewhere. Meanwhile,
your focus on partnerships and

SHEFFER CROSSWORD

dealing with members of the
general public is tops! Circu-
late, circulate! Tonight: Avoid

arguments.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
b It's midweek, and

you deserve a glorious day
to schmooze with others. Put
pleasure first today! Accept in-
vitations to socialize and party.
Enjoy sports events, fun ac-
tivities with children, the arts,
casual get-togethers, a power
breakfast, lunch with friends
and happy hour. Have fun! To-
night: Think for yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

4% Family discussions will
go well today because every-
one is friendly. In particular,
you might discuss redecorat-
ing projects or you might hang
out socially. Very likely, discus-
sions about shared property,
inheritances or how to deal
with a certain amount of mon-

to see each other today. Make
sure you talk to people who
like you.Tonight: Listen.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

4% The vibes at work are
excellent today because peo-
ple are friendly and willing to
help each other. A discussion
with a co-worker might indi-
rectly boost your earnings or
lead to increased wealth on
your part. You will also enjoy
shopping with a friend today.
Share fun times! Tonight: Work.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21)

5% Do get out of bed, be-
cause this is a fun, playful day!
Sports events, outdoor activ-
ities, playful times with chil-
dren, the arts, the theater and
just schmoozing with friends
will delight you today. You're in
top form, and everyone wants
to see your face. (You are
loved.) Tonight: Relax.

THE SUPER-
DEFENSEY

KIND WEREIN

TROUBLE.

zitscomics.com

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

5% Time spent with a
friend or a member of a group
today will be rewarding. More
than any other sign in the zo-
diac, friendships are import-
ant to you because you are a
networker par excellence. This
person might be creative or
talented in some way. Enjoy
your meeting! Tonight: Be con-

genial.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
4% Financial discussions

will go well for you today be-
cause you look good in the
eyes of others. In fact, you look
so good that others will ask for
your advice, especially about
how to make something look
better, even if this is not your
field of expertise. (Appearanc-
es are everything.) Tonight:
Check your assets.

BORN TODAY

Actor Jim Carrey (1962),
actress Zooey Deschanel
(1980), attorney, author, First
Lady Michelle Obama (1964)

* ¥ ¥

Find more Georgia Nicols
horoscopes at georgianicols.
com.

(c) 2024 by King Features
Syndicate Inc.
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Jumbles: FLUTE
Answer: When their insurance overpaid to clean up the
tree downed in the storm, it was — A WINDFALL

to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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Concord Esports Team Captures National Championship

ATHENS W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - The Concord
University Esports Ma-
roon Team captured a
national
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 13th at the Eastern
College Athletic Confer-
ence (ECACQC) Elite Divi-
sion. The team played
Brewton-Parker College
and consisted of Chase
Koger, Ethan Tucker,
and Will Jackson (Team
Captain).

Ethan Tucker or “E.T.”
is a sophomore who
transferred from Brew-
ton Parker College. He
is a computer science
major at Concord. When
not grinding out Rock-
et League, he is playing
other games, supporting
his fellow esports play-
ers, or looking for more

championship

players to compete un-
der the Concord banner.

William Jackson or
“Pancakes” is a senior
who has been playing for
Concord since the found-

ing year of Rocket League

in the Fall of 2022 and
will be finishing up a
bachelor’s in computer
science. Will is the cap-
tain of the team ensuring
the team has everything
they need for victory be-
fore the matches. Out-
side of being an esports
player, Will is a master
at coding and solving the
Rubik’s Cube.

Chase Koger or “He-
lix” is a freshman and
the only in-state player
for the wvarsity Rocket
League team from the
town of Iaeger in Mec-
Dowell County. Helix is
also working towards a
Computer de-
gree. He is the jokester of
the team and the esports
program as a whole. He
also helps the academy
roster improve in Rocket
League.

Esports Director, Aus-
tin Clay, says of the
achievement, “Going
into the season, the staff
and I were pretty confi-
dent that this young and

science

new roster of mostly un-
heard-of or overlooked
players was going to
come out and show they
mean business. When we
went 7-1 in ECAC regu-
lar season only losing to
Brewton Parker College,
we knew who we had to
prepare for in the play-
offs. It was clear in the
Grand Finals who was

Esports championship team 2023

better prepared for that
match, which allowed us
to take home the victory.
I am proud of the guys
and can’t wait for them
to run it back during the
spring season.”

In 2019, Concord Uni-
versity was the first pub-
lic university in the state
of West Virginia to de-
velop an esports compe-

tition program.

Concord now also of-
fers a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Interdisciplinary
which
gives students the op-

Studies-Esports,

portunity to work with
experienced profession-
als to prepare them for
the ever-changing, ex-
citing field of esports.

The esports industry is

booming with career op-
portunities, such as Es-
ports Director, Esports
Social Media Manager,
Esports Caster, Esports
Producer, Esports Jour-
nalist, Esports Coach,
and other digital media
careers. Concord Uni-
versity will help students
reach their desired goals

in this growing field.

Virtual public hearing January
22 in Mon Power rate case

CHARLESTON W.Va.
(Hinton News) — A virtu-
al public hearing will take
place at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 22
before the Public Service
Commission of West Vir-
ginia in a $207.4 million
rate increase proposal filed
by Monongahela Power Co.
and The Potomac Edison
Co.

Interested persons may
comment telephonical-
ly through the Microsoft
Teams application from
the internet, or in-person
at the Commission head-
quarters, 201 Brooks St.,
Charleston. Those intend-
ing to comment should
register with the Commis-
sion by 4 p.m. Jan. 18.

Registration may be
made through the Micro-
soft Teams meeting link
at https://bit.ly/WVP-
SC20240122. Full registra-
tion instructions are avail-
able on the Commission’s

website, http://www.psc.
state.wv.us under the “PSC
Hot Topics” section at the
top of the homepage; by
calling (304) 340-0836
(Karen Hall) or (304) 340-
0820 (Andrew Gallagher);
or by emailing khall@psc.
state.wv.us or agallagher@
psc.state.wv.us.

Persons wishing to com-
ment in person at the pub-
lic comment hearing are
not required to register,
but should plan to arrive at
PSC headquarters by 5:30
p.m. on January 22.

Written comments
should be submitted to
Executive Secretary, P.O.
Box 812, Charleston, West
Virginia 25323 or online
at www.psc.state.wv.us by
clicking on “Submit A Com-
ment” in the left column
and following the direc-
tions for “Formal Case.” All
written comments should
be marked with Case No.

23-0460-E-42T. Interest-
ed persons may also at-
tend in person or watch the
hearing via webcast. The
webcast may be viewed
by clicking “Commission
Webcast” on the left side of
the Commission’s website
homepage.

The Commission has re-
ceived 1,285 written com-
ments on the proposed 13
percent increase, which
would add $18.07 to the
average monthly bill. The
case was filed on May 31,
2023.

The evidentiary hearing
starts at 9:30 a.m. Jan. 24
at the PSC headquarters.
It will also be available to
view via the Commission
Webcast link.

More information on
this case can be found
at www.psc.state.wv.us.
Click on “Case Informa-
tion” and access Case No.
23-0460-E-42T.

Hinton Area Foundation
Prepares for 2024 Community
Impact Grant

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - The Com-
munity Impact Grant is
the first grant cycle of
the year for the Founda-
tion. The purpose of the
grant is to provide fund-
ing through discretion-
ary and field-of-interest
grants to charitable or-
ganizations in the areas
of Education, the Arts,
Beautification for the
Hinton/Summers County
area, Health and Human
Services, Public Recre-
ation, and Other eligible
needs.

Applications
cepted from Jan. 1-31,
2024. Hardcopies are re-
quired and can be mailed
to: PO Box 217, Hinton,
WV 25951, or dropped
off in person/drop box at
104 James Street.

are ac-

For more information,
please contact Hinton
Area Foundation at 304-
300-5502 or grants@
hintonareafoundation.

org. Applications
be downloaded online at

may

hintonareafoundation.
org. All interested are en-
couraged to apply.

HINTON NEWS

A.A. meetings in Hinton

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton
News) - The Hinton Alco-
holics Anonymous group
holds two weekly meetings
on Wednesdays at noon
and Fridays at 8 p.m. in
the lower level of Ascen-
sion Episcopal Church.

Both are open meetings.
The entrance to the
meeting area is through
the rear of the church,
which is located at the cor-
ner of Temple Street and
5th Avenue (222 5th Av-
enue). The format of the

meeting will be an open
discussion of a weekly top-
ic related to alcohol use/
abuse.

For more information,
please call 304-660-7073
or call the toll-free num-
ber at 1-800-333-5051.

2024 Scholarship Applications
Open at Hinton Area Foundation

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton
News) - In 2023, the Hinton
Area Foundation awarded
over $100,000 in scholar-
ships to 47 students. Offer-
ing more than 40 different
scholarships, students can
apply based on their area of
study, college, university or
vocational/technical insti-
tution, both or neither.

HAF’s Executive As-
sistant, Jordonne Bostic,
says, “Scholarship Season
is probably my favorite.
This is the time in life when
many young people are
finding out who they are
and what they want to do in
life. To be able to lift some of
the financial burden so they
can focus on themselves is
a feeling I wish everyone in
life could experience.”

Applications are open

from Jan. 1, 2024 - March
15, 2024, and can be found
at  hintonareafoundation.
org/scholarships. An elec-
tronic and hard copy of
the application must be
submitted by March 15th.
Printed copy may be mailed
to: Hinton Area Foundation
Scholarship =~ Committee,
P.O. Box 217, Hinton, WV
25951. Electronic copies
may be emailed to Schol-

arships@HintonAreaFoun-
dation.org.

Specific instructions can
be found on the scholar-
ship application. Questions
may be directed to Schol-
arships@HintonAreaFoun-
dation.org. The deadline for
receipt of applications and
additional requirements is
March 15, 2024.

All students are encour-
aged to apply.

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman

Plumbing

304-222-2630

Now accepting all major credit cards.
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304-466-6016
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Warriors in the Field Closes 2023 With Inaugural Southern WV Doe Hunt

Thomas Conway

SUMMERS COUNTY
W.Va. (Hinton News) - On
Dec. 31, Warriors in the
Field, a nonprofit group
that provides outdoor expe-
riences for veterans, made
one last stop for the year in
Summers County. Four de-
serving veterans were treat-
ed to the opportunity to take
a whitetail doe on the final
day of the West Virginia
antlerless deer season. After
a chilly start, the weather
was extremely cooperative,
and the veterans and volun-
teers were all able to harvest
deer.

Army veterans Johnny
Ratliff, of Hinton, West Vir-
ginia, Charlie Treadway, of
Oak Hill, West Virginia and
Shaun Crook, of Hinton,

West Virginia were all suc-
cessful at harvesting deer.
Reservist, Sargent Ambrose
“Sully” Webb, also of Hin-
ton, West Virginia was able
to take the first whitetail of
his young hunting career.
While the organization
has held other doe hunts to
the north, this was the first of
such hunts in the southern
part of the state. The group
was invited by Henry Guer-
riero, the landowner, to help
with the management of the
whitetail population on his
farm outside of Hinton. The
group is grateful to Guerrie-
ro for his hospitality and pa-
triotic spirit. Additionally,
Warriors in the Field want
to thank Kenny Meadows,
of Hinton, West Virginia.
Not only did Meadows help
coordinate the hunt, but he

also volunteered to help on
the day of the hunt.

Warrior’s volunteers
Chris Gilbert and Tom Con-
way, both of Hinton, West
Virginia, obtained blinds
and other hunting neces-
sities and with the help of
Veteran Ratliff, set up the
sites for the hunters and
dismantled them after the
hunt.

Shaun Crook called the
hunt, “One of the best days
I've had in a long time.” His
hands were still shaking
from the adrenaline rush
20 minutes after he took
his deer. Charlie Treadway
pointed to Shaun’s shak-
ing hands and said, “That
right there is what this is
all about.” Sully Webb said
of the hunt, “That was awe-
some. Can’t wait to do that

again.”

Finally, the group would
like to thank their fine spon-
sors, Safe and Sound Secu-
rity Systems, Inc. and Gone
Fishin’, of Hinton and PC
Outdoors of MacArthur,
West Virginia. Without
their generous support and
the support of all of the do-
nors in 2023, Warriors in
the Field could not provide
these opportunities to vet-
erans.

The group is looking to
provide new and exciting
opportunities to provide
veterans in 2024.

If you would like to do-
nate to Warriors in the Field
or know of a deserving vet-
eran that you would like to
nominate for a trip, please
visit the website at: www.
warriorsinthefield.org.
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The veterans and their deer. Photo pro-
vided by Thomas Conway.

GEAR UP SWV Using Data to Steer Program
with Appointment of New Assistant Director

ATHENS W.Va. (Hinton
News) — GEAR UP SWV
(Gaining Early Awareness
and Readiness for Under-
graduate Programs)
southern West
is proud to announce the
appointment of Dr. Sheila
Barnhart Womack as the
new Assistant Director.
Womack, who joined the
team in mid-September,
brings a wealth of expe-
and enthusiasm

in
Virginia

rience
to her role, reinforcing
GEAR UP SWV’s commit-
ment to utilizing data for
informed decisionmaking
that addresses the unique
needs of families in south-
ern West Virginia.

Prior to joining the
GEAR UP SWV team,
Womack was Director of
Student Success at Con-
cord University’s Center
for Academic and Career
Development. She spent
5 years focused on pro-
viding holistic support for
college students, especial-
ly first-year students, to
help them achieve their
postsecondary goals.

As Assistant Director,
Dr. Womack will play a
pivotal role in steering
GEAR UP SWV’s initia-
tives by collecting and an-
alyzing data that informs
programmatic decisions.
Her work will be instru-
mental in tailoring GEAR
UP SWV’s efforts to meet
the specific needs of stu-

dents and families in Mer-
Monroe, Summers,
Wyoming, and Raleigh
Counties. This position fo-
cuses on making sure that
GEAR UP SWV utilizes a
data driven process to im-
plement best practice ser-
vices for reaching GEAR
UP SWV’s goals.

“GEAR UP SWYV is such
a wonderful and unique
opportunity to empow-
er and prepare the young
people and families of our
region to pursue higher
education,” said Dr. Wom-

cer,

ack. “I believe strongly in
the power of education to
transform lives and com-
munities and am so excit-
ed to be a part of this proj-
ect that has the potential
to revitalize and strength-
en part of this beautiful
state that I love and have
come to consider home!”

The data will help steer
the project as we work
to achieve the four main
goals of GEAR UP SWV.

Goal 1: To increase ac-
ademic performance and
preparation for postsec-
ondary education for stu-
dents.

Goal 2: Increase the rate
of high school graduation
and enrollment in post-
secondary education for
schools for students
these five counties.

Goal 3:
dents’ and families’ knowl-
edge of postsecondary

in

Increase stu-

with convenient,

We help you stay warmer for less money
clean & economical
propane gas! We also offer heating oil,

fireplaces, logs, generators & heaters!
304-466-1733
www.rtrogers.com

education options, prepa-

ration, and financing.
Goal 4:

demic,

Increase aca-
postsecondary,
and social and emotional
resilience.

“The focus of GEAR UP
SWV’s ap-
proach is to enhance the
support provided to stu-
dents in the class of 2028
and 2029, who are cur-
rently 7th and 8th grad-
ers in our public schools
in five local counties. By
leveraging data, GEAR
UP SWV aims to create
targeted programs
resources that empower
students and contribute to
their academic success,”
Dr. Womack added.

Parents and guardians of
students, as well as GEAR
UP SWV supporters, are
encouraged to stay en-
gaged with the program’s
initiatives as the program
grows and evolves under

data-driven

and

Dr. Womack’s tenure as
Assistant Director.

GEAR UP stands for
Gaining Early Awareness
and Readiness for Under-
graduate Programs and
is part of a national grant
program funded through
the U.S. Department of
Education. GEAR UP
Southern West Virginia
(GEAR UP SWV) is a Con-
cord University program,
in partnership with New
River and
that

Community

Technical College,

helps students graduate
from high school and suc-
ceed in postsecondary ed-
ucation. GEAR UP SWV is
helping the classes of 2028
and 2029 in Mercer, Mon-
roe, Raleigh,
and Wyoming Counties to
ensure high school grad-
uation. The program also
informs students and fam-
ilies of ways to succeed in
postsecondary education
and ways to help fund it.
GEAR UP SWV supports
teachers, administrators,
students, and families on
this educational journey.
GEAR UP SWYV; secur-
ing a legacy of strength

Summers,

Sheila Womack
and resilience in Appala- social media pages and on

chia. Find more informa- our website, conord.edu/
tion on GEAR UP SWV gearup.

=
WVAdultEd

Learn.Train.Succeed.

WE OFFER
GED Classes
Various Work Certifications
Computer Classes ¢ College Preparation

Monday - Friday 8am-4pm

304-466-2661
3rd floor of the Summers County Public Library

201 Temple St., Hinton

“Mom continued
to decline,
and | didn’t know
what to do.”

At Greystone they have nurses on duty 24-
hours a day, 7-days a week and they’ll monitor
her health and provide appropriate levels of
care for each stage she goes through.

Let us help you.
Call Chauntelle
at (304) 860-0233.

The
Villages at

Greysto )

Beaver (Beckley), WV 25813

www.greystonebeaver.com




