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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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COUCH BERET KERNEL PLACIDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The fancy walnuts were expensive and not all 

that they were — CRACKED UP TO BE

Ans.
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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SWEPT AUDIO FENNEL DAMAGEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Each of the team’s last two victories were — 

“WON” AND THE SAME

THE
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LOWELL W.Va. (Hin -

ton News) - Editor’s Note: 
Each week, local history 
collector William Jones 
discusses items from his 
collection and their his -
torical significance. In 
this edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past, 
Jones is talking about the 
historic Graham House in 
Lowell West Virginia.

This photo of the Gra-
ham House you see here 
�L�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �F�D���� ������������ �,�W�� �Z�D�V��
taken prior to The Gra-
ham House Preservation 
Society taking over the 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���L�Q�������������D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q��
began to historically re-
furbish the 1770 structure 
to resemble how it origi -
nally looked in its day.

It is technically a 
three-story structure of 
hand-hewn log construc-
tion. It was the original 
home to one of Summers 
County’s first settlers, 
James Graham, and his 
family. To place some 
emphasis on the age of 
this structure, it was con-
�V�W�U�X�F�W�H�G�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �E�H�I�R�U�H��
George Washington be-
came this country’s first 
president, the Civil War 
�F�R�P�P�H�Q�F�H�G���������\�H�D�U�V���D�I�W�H�U��
this house was completed, 
�D�Q�G�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �:�H�V�W��
Virginia became a state.

The house remained 
in the Graham family for 
many decades. It was lat-
er purchased by someone 
from Charleston to use as 

a summer home. Until a 
group of Summers Coun-
ty residents recognized 
its historic value, formed 
The Graham House Pres-
ervation Society, bought 
it and restored it to its 
original state.

The home compared to 
other homes of that time 
is very elaborate. It fea-
tures massive logs, wide 
beautiful plank flooring 
and two enormous stone 
fireplaces on both sides 
of the living room. The 
stones are believed to 
have been brought from 
a mile down the Green-

brier River by canoe from 
a place that came to be 
known as “The Narrows.”

Sometime during the 
private ownership from 
a person in Kanawha 
County my Grandfather 
Bernard Thompson had 
a chance to purchase 
what would later become 
known as “The Gra-
ham House” for a trivi -
al amount of $12,000. I 
loved to tease him and 
say; “see what you missed 
out on granddad?” He 
would then make a “ugh-
hh huh” sound and walk 
off.

The large room that was 
added to the back of the 
house is a dining hall that 
can be rented for wed-
dings, reunions, birthday 
parties and other events. 
It is also used for the 
annual Graham House 
Christmas dinner that 
I recently went to. The 
work and love for this his -
toric property these vol -
unteers do to keep up the 
property and its history is 
unmatched. 

I had looked for this 
rare little book you can 
see here for years. Its title 
is “History of the Graham 

Family”. I was scrolling 
through listings on eBay 
in 2018 and just came 
across it. It was written by 
David Graham, a grand-
son of Colonel James Gra-
�K�D�P�� �L�Q�� ���������� �L�Q�� �&�O�D�\�W�R�Q����
West Virginia. He wrote 
this history based on the 
memories of relatives, 
court records and other 
family documents.

It tells of the Indian at -
tack that occurred on the 
Graham family. About 
how the Indians kid -
napped Colonel James 
Graham’s daughter Eliz-
abeth and the 8 years he 

spent looking for her. 

It lists other prominent 

names from Summers 

County such as Guinn, 

Kincaid and Flint. I have 

never been into genealogy 

as much as local history 

but have always found it 

to be very interesting that 

my Thomas/Flint side 

of my family has ties to 

the Graham’s and indi-

rect ties to The Graham 

House.

If you have a story from 

the area’s history to share, 

send an email to news@

hintonnews.com.

William Jones
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ALDERSON W.Va. 

(Hinton News) - There 
will be a family-friend -
ly New Year’s Eve fire-
works display in Alder -
son on Dec. 31 at 7:30 
p.m. This marvelous 
display is best viewed 
from the Alderson Me -
morial Bridge and there 
is plenty of parking on 
either side of the Green-
brier River.

Produced by the Al-
derson Volunteer Fire 
Department and spon-
sored by the Town of 
Alderson and Alderson 
Main Street, these fire-
works are supported by 

a grant from the James 
F. B. Peyton Founda-
tion.

The event will be held 
earlier this year, at 7:30 
p.m., so families can 
bring even the young-
est children and enjoy a 
wonderful show before 
putting them to bed. The 
Morgan Meadows Farm 
Store, in the Renais-
sance building on the 
Greenbrier County side 
of the Greenbrier Riv-
er, will offer hot dogs, 
hot drinks, and more 
for purchase from 6-8. 
Please bring your own 
chair.

Fireworks cannot be 

seen if the weather is wet 

or snowy. In the case of 

inclement weather, the 

fireworks display will 

be rescheduled to a lat-

er date. Please check the 

Alderson Main Street 

Facebook page for the 

announcement of any 

changes. 

Happy New Year from 

the Alderson Volunteer 

Fire Department, the 

Town of Alderson, and 

Alderson Main Street.
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