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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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COUPE TWEAK GOSSIP RUCKUSYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: With its billions of stars light years apart, the 

Milky Way Galaxy is — OUTER SPACIOUS

THE”“
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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SKIMP SKULL CACKLE IRONICYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: His 1966 Ford Shelby GT350 convertible was 

the bodybuilder’s favorite — MUSCLE CAR
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
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Now accepting all major credit cards.
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Job Posting: 
Camp Summers Director

LEGAL NOTICE

WEST VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electroni-
cally by the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation Division of 
Highways through the Bid Express 
Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) 
and by sealed proposals (only 
when prequalification is waived) 
being received at its office in Build-
ing 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha 
Boulevard East, Charleston, West 
Virginia until January 17, 2024 
at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard 
Time). The bids will be download-
ed and/or opened and read public-
ly thereafter for the constructions 
of the following project(s):
Call: 002
Contract: 2021000712
State Project: 
S389-STR/IP-24 00
Federal Project: 
STP-2024(052)D
Description: 
PAVEMENT MARKINGS
ROADWAY STRIPING
DISTRICT WIDE
COUNTY: District 9, Nicholas, 
Greenbrier, Summers, Monroe,
Mercer, McDowell, Raleigh, Fay-
ette
DBE GOAL: 10% OF CONTRACT 
BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST 
PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSUR-
ANCE OF MEETING GOAL ON 
FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:

Proposals will be received from 
prequalified and West Virginia 
licensed contractors only except 
that on Federal-Aid Projects a con-
tractors’ license is not required at 
time of bid, but will be required 
before work can begin. Registra-
tion is required with the Depart-
ment of Administration, Division 
of Purchasing, in accordance with 
Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 
of the West Virginia Code. All con-
tractors submitting bids on pro-
ject(s) must submit electronically 
with their bid a Proposal Guaranty 
Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the to-
tal bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Depart-
ment of Transportation Division 
of Highways reserves the right to 
defer, delay or postpone the date 
for receiving and publicly opening 
proposals for any project designat-
ed in this advertisement, without 
the necessity of renewing such 
advertisement. The deferment, 
delay, postponement, and the date 
that proposals will be received and 
publicly opened will be available 
on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department 
of Transportation Division of 
Highways hereby notifies all bid-
ders that it will affirmatively en-
sure that in any contract entered 
into pursuant to this advertise-
ment, minority business enterpris-
es will be afforded full opportunity 
to submit bids in response to this 
invitation and will not be discrim-
inated against on the grounds of 
race, color, religion, sex or nation-
al origin in consideration for an 
award.
(20,27de)

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF SUMMERS COUNTY, 

WEST VIRGINIA 
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
SERENITY DAWN 
MEADOR 
PETITIONER. 

Child Abuse and Neglect 
Number 23-JA-30 

ORDER OF PUBLICA-
TION  

Hinton Daily News 
210 2ND Ave. 
Hinton, West Virginia 
25951 
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN: 

The purpose of this action 
is to determine the guard-
ianship of Serenity Dawn 
Meador. Petitioner, the 
West Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Resourc-
es, is seeking continued legal 
and physical custody of said 
child and Termination of Pa-
rental Rights of any unknown 
father. 

It appearing that the 
whereabouts of any unknown 
father claiming paternity to 
said child, may presently be 
in the Summers County, West 
Virginia area, it is ORDERED 
that any unknown father 
claiming paternity of said 
child shall appear, in person, 
at the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Resources, Child Protective 
Services Division, 320 Sum-
mers Street, Suite A, Hinton, 
West Virginia, 25951, on or 
before January 5, 2024, 
and/or claim paternity to 
said children and/or object 
or make other defense to the 
Petitioner. Otherwise, guard-
ianship of the child may be 
granted to the West Virginia 
Department of Health and 
Human Resources and the pa-
rental rights of any unknown 
father to said child may be 
terminated. 

Further, it is hereby OR-
DERED that anyone claiming 
paternity of said child be ad-
vised of his or their rights to 
have counsel at every stage of 
these proceedings, and that 
counsel will be appointed if 
they cannot pay for the ser-
vices of counsel and that such 
proceedings may result in the 
severance of parental rights 
and the transfer of custody of 
said child to the Petitioner. 

Entered by the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Summers 
County, West Virginia, on the 
15th day of December, 2023. 
/s/ Stacy D. Ford 
STACY FORD, CLERK 
(27de3ja)

WVU research merges virtual reality 
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analyze gigantic images in stunning detail
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — Created 
by a West Virginia Univer-
sity faculty member and his 
former graduate student, 
syGlass — virtual reality 
software that displays scien-
tific images in immersive 3D 
— will soon offer AI analysis 
and cloud-based streaming 
for extremely large datasets 
required by scientists like 
structural biologists.

Two related National In-
stitutes of Health grants 
support the newest stage of 
the research collaboration 
between Gianfranco Doret-
to, a professor in the Lane 
Department of Computer 
Science and Electrical Engi-
neering, and Michael More-
head, an alumnus of the 
WVU Benjamin M. Statler 
College of Engineering and 
Mineral Resources, where 
he worked with Doretto as a 
student.

Over the past 15 years, 
new microscope technolo-
gies and imaging methods 
have revolutionized the pos-
sibilities for three-dimen-
sional images, Doretto said. 
However, the immense file 
sizes of those now incredibly 
detailed images pose analy-
sis challenges. The new iter-
ation of syGlass will leverage 
virtual reality to transform 
those challenges through 
abilities like stereoscopic 
vision and pattern recogni-
tion by building AI that can 
count and track objects.

“Biologists and neuro-
scientists can capture data 
at a speed and resolution 
such that they can end up 
with hundreds of giga-
bytes of data that quickly 
become terabytes — even 
petabyte-sized data in the 
case of electron microscope 
scans of the brain,” Doretto 
said. “With mindboggling 
data like that, you don’t even 
think about observing it. 
You write a computer pro-
gram to analyze it and tell 
you something about it.”

Doretto offered the ex-
ample of a neuroscientist 
attempting to find all the 
neurons present in a brain 
and map how those neurons 
connect and how the various 
circuits function.

“To do that, the person is 
working with such a large 
network of data that no ob-
servational tool will be help-
ful,” he said. “There have to 
be AI algorithms that help 

them understand the func-
tions a certain area or circuit 
of the brain is attempting to 
perform, because the com-
plexity is beyond our abili-
ty to observe and pinpoint. 
We need automated tools, 
AI models, that help us get 
there.”

When the idea of syGlass 
first emerged, Doretto said 
the motivation “was to build 
a tool that would allow sci-
entists to navigate and ob-
serve very large amounts of 
data in three-dimensional 
form. We felt, if the data 
is in 3D, we should enable 
scientists to look at it in 3D 
just like humans observe the 
world in 3D, because that 
will allow them to make bet-
ter connections and formu-
late more meaningful ques-
tions.”

Biologists, for example, 
often observe biological tis-
sue samples to differentiate 
between and count various 
types of cells in the tissue.

“Doing something like 
counting cells is a lot less 
time-consuming and a lot 
more fun in virtual reali-
ty than it is in 2D,” Doret-
to said. “It’s also a lot less 
prone to error, so originally 
we focused on tools for help-
ing the user count in virtual 
reality.”

Soon, however, he and 
Morehead began to ask, 
“Why not help the user do 
even less work?”

“This is where AI comes 
in. If you’re counting things, 
the AI can learn what you’re 
counting and try to help 
you count more quickly by 
predicting how many there 
are,” Doretto said. “If you 
find the answer satisfactory, 
you can begin to rely on the 
AI. Otherwise, you can im-
prove it and make it better 
as you keep using the tool.”

In addition to incorpo-
rating AI capabilities for 
quantitative analysis, Doret-
to said the new version of 
syGlass will “lift the burden 
of data storage and data pro-
cessing” by enabling users to 
stream images in virtual re-
ality directly from the cloud.

“Right now, to visualize 
a large amount of data, you 
need to have a big, powerful 
computer next to you that 
can load that data and ren-
der it in virtual reality. But it 
has become possible to take 
that big fat computer and 
put it in the cloud, so virtu-
al reality can be streamed to 
you.”

While syGlass’ early 
adopters were mainly neu-
roscientists and structural 
biologists, other kinds of 
scientists are now onboard, 
such as geologists “who look 
at data in 3D in order to 
make predictions about dif-
ferent soil characteristics,” 
Doretto said. Even Proctor 
and Gamble has used sy-
Glass in pharmaceutical re-
search.

But, he added, “This thing 
is not going to be locked 
into laboratories. With high 
schools around the country 
already using syGlass, now 
we’re going to enhance our 
tools for allowing teachers to 
produce lectures and narra-

tions in virtual reality. When 
students look at a drawing of 
something like a biological 
organ in a book versus expe-
riencing it in virtual reality, 
it’s the moving 3D version 
that sticks in their minds.”

The syGlass technolo-
gy was licensed by WVU 
in 2017 to IstoVisio, Inc., a 
company founded by Doret-
to, Morehead and former 
WVU neuroscience faculty 
member George Spirou.

Morehead, IstoVisio’s 
CEO, recalled that “when 
we came up with the idea 
for syGlass, the Spirou and 
Doretto labs were already 
working together on ad-
vanced 3D visualization sys-
tems. In general, the data 
was all three-dimensional, 
but we could only explore 
it on two-dimensional com-
puter monitors, which was 
very frustrating. We hy-
pothesized that seeing this 
data in 3D would unlock the 
mind’s inherent capabilities 
for understanding relation-
ships in structure, and years 
later that has been validated 
as many of our customers 
report finding things previ-
ously unseen.”

For the past two years, 
spyglass has been deployed 
in schools.

“Students love seeing the 
real data in VR, saying they 
can finally focus on their 
lessons when isolated in the 
headsets,” Morehead said. 
“With student engagement 
nationally at an all-time low, 
I’m very excited to bring 
these wonderful datasets 
into classrooms and nurture 
the spark of curiosity in the 
next generation of scien-
tists.”

Gianfranco Doretto, a computer scientist at West Virginia Uni-
versity, views an enormous, highly detailed scientific image in 
immersive 3D using syGlass, the virtual reality software he de-
veloped. (WVU Photo/Paige Nesbit)

Recycle Lady: Ribbons, bows, wrapping paper and more
Dear Recycle Lady, 
I have received several 

Christmas cards this year that 
have red envelopes. Are these 
red envelopes recyclable? 
Red is a Christmas Color

Dear Red is a Christ-
mas Color,

Red definitely is a Christ-
mas color, but it isn’t a re-
cyclable color unless when 
torn it has white paper in 
the middle. This is true for 
all dark colors such as black, 
brown and chartreuse. Make 
a tear in your red paper and 
you probably will see that it is 
red all the way through. This 
indicates that the fibers are 
red and only white fibers are 
recyclable. If you see white in 
the middle of the paper, then 
its fibers are white, and it is 
recyclable. When recycled 
paper is processed it must 
have white fibers in order 
to make new paper. Bright 
fluorescent colors are not re-
cyclable either for the same 
reason. However, fluorescent 
paper is now undergoing a 
change. According to link.
springer.com, a highly stable 
recyclable fluorescent paper 
is being developed into an 
environmentally friendly cel-
lulose-based paper derived 
from waste bagasse, and to 
be used for anticounterfeiting 
and security. Bagasse is also 
known as sugar care pulp. 
When the juice is squeezed 
from the sugar cane stalks, 
the waste that remains is fi-
brous and is being proposed 

as a means of making envi-
ronmentally friendly fluores-
cent paper. 

Dear Recycle Lady.
After all the packages are 

opened on Christmas day 
there is always a pile of rib-
bons and bows left. Are rib-
bons and bows recyclable? 
Love Christmas

Dear Love Christmas,
Ribbons and bows make 

packages festive and pretty, 
but they are definitely a no-
no for recycling. If ribbons 
get into any of the baling 
equipment, they can bring 
everything to a halt. Bows are 
less hazardous to equipment 
than ribbons, but they usual-
ly have a plastic component 
and glue that sticks the bows 
to the packages. Both of these 
components make bows non-
recyclable. Please do not take 
any ribbons, bows, twine or 
anything long and stringy to 
a recycling center. Whenever 
you are opening packages, 
keep a bag or a box handy for 
the bows and ribbons. They 
will then be ready for use the 
next time you wrap a pack-
age.

Dear Recycle Lady,
Most wrapping paper 

comes on a long roll. Can the 
roll be recycled with card-
board? Wrapper

Dear Wrapper,
Yes, the wrapping paper 

tube can be recycled with 
cardboard. All those gift box-
es you find under the tree af-
ter opening packages can also 

be recycled with cardboard. 
Just be sure they are clean, 
dry, and empty. Besides re-
cycling, the empty wrapping 
paper tube can be reused to 
store used wrapping paper on 
for safe keeping until it’s next 
use. 

Good News: Four spe-
cies of large animals in Asia 
- tigers, elephants, wild boars 
and clouded leopards - are 
showing signs that their pop-
ulations have grown in areas 
near humans. Typically, the 
populations of these larger 
animals decline when hu-
mans are close by.

Dear Readers,
The Greenbrier Recycling 

Center, Greenworks, and I 
send you best wishes and 
much joy for this holiday sea-
son. We greatly appreciate all 
your questions, comments, 
and encouragement. Please 
keep them coming in 2024.

Have questions about re-
cycling, or interesting infor-
mation about recycling? Send 
questions or requests to re-
cyclelady@greenbrier-swa.
com. Dear Recycle Lady is 
sponsored jointly by the 
Greenbrier Recycling Center 
and Greenworks Recycling.
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Brightening Spirits: Annual Parade of 
Lights Illuminates the Community

TALCOTT W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - The com-
munities of Talcott, Hill-
dale and surrounding 
areas have come to look 
forward to a tradition 
started by Talcott Fire 
Department Chief Bill 

Costomiris as a way for 
people to have some-
thing to enjoy during the 
COVID period of 2020 
that included being quar-
antined. Now, it’s be-
come a beloved commu-
nity tradition.

Fire departments 
throughout the county 

and multiple private ve-
hicles participated in this 
year’s parade. Santa and 
the Grinch also made an 
appearance. 

Chief Costomiris said 
he couldn’t adequate-
ly express how happy 
he and all the members 
of Talcott Fire Depart-

ment are at the turnout 
of this year’s parade. He 
calls this year’s event 
a huge success. Costo-
miris went on to thank 
all the fire departments 
and private vehicles that 
participated, along with 
Dean Adkins for the mu-
sic and Mike Cales for all 

his help. Additionally, 
Cosomiris also told Hin-
ton News he greatly ap-
preciated everyone who 
attended the parade and 
went to John Henry Park 
afterward for hot choco-
late and cookies because 
the annual event would 
not be possible without 

all the support.
Costomiris also an-

nounced the date for next 
year’s parade as Dec. 21, 
2024, at 6 p.m.

The community looks 
forward to seeing what 
next year has in store 
for this heartfelt family 
event. 

Lisa Abshire

Engine 511 decorated with Christmas lights at John Henry Park 
after the parade. Photo by Lisa Abshire

The front of Rescue 512 decorated for the parade. Photo by Lisa 
Abshire

A husband and wife team have 
opened Jessie’s Market in Alderson

ALDERSON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Only a month 

old, Darren and Jessie Han-

nah asked themselves what 
Alderson needed the most 
when they decided to open 
a business. Spot on, the 
market is a hit providing 
fresh choices in deli meats, 
Amish cheeses and salads, 
sandwiches galore made 
with delectable meats and 
‘Flavor Mutt’s’ delicious 
breads, homemade cheese 
balls, charcuterie, party 
trays and more. Fresh sea-
sonal produce is also avail-
able and more will come 
next summer. A market bag 
is a neat deal, with hand-
picked items, pre-packaged 
and filled with milk, pro-
duce, bread or other good-
ies.

Jessie Hannah spent 22 
years in the healthcare field 
and her husband is an Al-
derson police officer, so 

caring for people is in their 
blood. Offering only the 
freshest choices sourced 
locally and supporting oth-
er small businesses, while 
creating scrumptious food, 
is the goal. Jessie’s heart 
lies in caring for the el-
derly and offers delivery 
services (within town lim-
its) to those who may be 
shut-in, unable to drive or 
who are differently-abled. 
If you are in need of deliv-
ery due to circumstances 
such as these, just call the 
market and they will be 
glad to help. The couple is 
also making beautiful party 
trays or charcuterie for the 

holidays with your choice of 
fine deli meats and cheeses 
or vegetables and are avail-
able daily. The sandwiches, 
paninis, and hoagies stand 
alone, piled high and are 
made to order. She also sells 
her own soups and baked 
goods and has a local sup-
plier who stocks the mar-
ket with fresh baked breads 
such as banana nut, lemon 
blueberry or cranberry.

Jessie Hannah mentions 
The Greenbrier Valley Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration’s help with The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
funded Microloan program, 
in helping them start the 

business. She credits the 
organization with superior 
service and care in helping 
West Virginians like them 
get their businesses up and 
running.

“It isn’t easy and the help 
they gave us really made all 
the difference,” said Jessie 
Hannah.

To order from the market, 
simply call 304-445-4003 
or stop in to say hi and wel-
come them at 147 Davis 
St., Alderson. The business 
hours are Tuesday-Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Follow 
them on Facebook and jes-
siesmarket.com to see daily 
specials and offerings.

Annette Slonaker

Darren and Jessie Hannah


