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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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ESSAY GRAFT LITTLE POTATOYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The evil witch welcomed the visitors and invited 

them to — SIT FOR A SPELL

”“
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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All Rights Reserved.
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TINGE EXILE PURITY JOSTLEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The owner of the small retail shop was worried 

about what was being built — NEXT “STORE”
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Job Posting: 
Camp Summers Director

Looking for a 

Part-Time Handyman/Property Manager 
Position for Temple Street Apartments 

for 20 hours per week at

Main Street Independent Living 
PO Box 7, Hinton, WV 25951 • 304-466-6090

Contact: Michelle Romanello
mainstreetcaremichelle@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Alice Aldine (Duncan) 
Sterrett Cassada

CASSADA
Alice Aldine (Duncan) 

Sterrett Cassada, 92, 
wife of Lawrence Edward 
Cassada, of Fishersville, 
passed away on Wednes-
day, November 22, 2023, 
at The Regency at Augusta 
in Fishersville.

Mrs. Cassada was born 
in Panther, WV, on Octo-
ber 7, 1931, the daughter 
of the late Robert Wills 
Duncan and Verba Lena 
(Waugh) Duncan.

Alice was a member 
of Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church and enjoyed trav-
eling. She received her 
nurse training in Mont-
gomery, WV. Throughout 
her career as a registered 
nurse, she served in the 
operating room and in 
public health.

In addition to her par-
ents, Mrs. Cassada was 
preceded in death by her 
first husband, Andrew F. 
Sterrett, and her son, Alan 
Reid Sterrett.

Surviving, in addition 
to her husband, are three 
sons, Andrew F. “Drew” 
Sterrett, Robert “Bruce” 

Sterrett, and Madison 
“Matt” Sterrett and his 
wife, Lisa; two daugh-
ters-in-law, Brenda Ster-
rett and Cathy Sterrett; 
five grandchildren, Car-
rie Ann Sterrett, Adam 
Bruce Sterrett, Verba Ma-
rie “Ree” Sterrett, Travis 
Harris, and Jamie Brown; 
four great-grandchildren, 
Andrew, Claire, Carol, 
and Boden; and special 
friends, Elinor Garst and 
Gay Strickler.

A memorial service was 
held at 1 p.m. on Mon-
day, November 27, 2023, 
at Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church by Father Jona-
than Bauer.

Burial followed in 
Thornrose Cemetery.

The family received 
friends at the church one 
hour prior to the service 
and other times at the res-
idence of her son, Matt 
Sterrett, 311 Ridge Road, 
Staunton, VA 24401.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church, 300 
West Frederick Street, 
Staunton, VA 24401 or 
Martha’s Meals on Wheels, 
P.O. Box 2354, Staunton, 
VA 24402.

Condolences may 
be expressed to the 
family online at www.
coffmanfuneralhome.net.

Coffman Funeral Home 
and Crematory, 230 Fron-
tier Drive in Staunton, VA, 
is handling her arrange-
ments.

Melvin Edward 
Richmond, Sr.
RICHMOND

Melvin Edward Richmond, 
Sr., 85, of Lockbridge, passed 
away Sunday, November 19, 
2023, at home surrounded by 
family.

Born June 10, 1938, at 
Meadow Creek, he was the son 
of the late Mose and Claress 
(Taylor) Richmond.

Melvin was a 1957 graduate 
of Sandstone High School. He 
was an active member of the 
Lockbridge United Method-
ist Church, where he served 
�L�Q�� �P�D�Q�\�� �G�L���H�U�H�Q�W�� �S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�V����
�0�H�O�Y�L�Q�� �H�Q�M�R�\�H�G�� �K�X�Q�W�L�Q�J���� �¿�V�K-
ing, camping, farming, saw-
milling, and spending time 
with his family, especially his 
grandchildren. He was a re-
tired bus driver for Summers 
County Schools for 32 years, 
did carpentry work, and built 
several houses in the commu-

nity. Melvin was always willing 
to help a neighbor when they 
called.

In addition to his parents, 
Melvin was preceded in death 
by three brothers, Charles 
(Bud), William (Haney), and 
Robert; and three sisters, Ger-
aldine (Jim), Deloris (Toot), 
and Margie.

Survivors include his wife 
of 62 years, Shelva (Stickler) 
Richmond; children, Mary 
Martha, Eddie (Dee), Danita, 
and Beau Richmond; grand-
children, Travis (Keshia), Rose, 
Taylor (Deanna), and Court-
ney (Bill); step-great-grand-
children, Kole and Journey; 
sister, Carol Kelley; as well as 
a host of niece, nephews, ex-
tended family, and friends.

Services were 1 p.m. Fri-
day, November 24, in the 
Lockbridge United Method-
ist Church with Pastor Ricky 
�+�H�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q���R���F�L�D�W�L�Q�J��

Burial followed in the Rich-
mond Cemetery, Lockbridge.

Friends could call from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the church.

Pallbearers were grandsons, 
Taylor and Travis Richmond, 
Buddy and Marvin Plumley, 
David Moon, J.B. Berry, Dale 
Miller, and John Tabor. Hon-
orary pallbearer was Garth 
Gunter.

Arrangements by Sma-
thers Funeral Chapel, Inc. of 
Rainelle, WV.

Community Obituaries

Marriages
Shawn Michael Bragg to 

Tasha Lee Smith.
Fiduciaries

Graig E. Short, Executor 
of the Charles Eddie Short 
estate.

Land Transfers
Martha E. Reed to Grego-

ry R. Reed and Christopher 
D. Reed, 3 Tracts, 30 acres 
more or less, 53 acres more 

or less and 10 acres more 
or less excepted 2.5 acres, 
Jumping Branch District.

Summers County 
Courthouse News

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Peace on Earth 
is the theme of this year’s 
annual Christmas Walk in 
Hinton. The walk begins on 
Saturday, Dec. 9 at 6 p.m. at 
Ascension Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Temple and 
5th Ave. This will be the 10th 
year of the Christmas Walk, 
which has become a beloved 
way for those in the commu-
nity to come together as we 
prepare ourselves in hearts 
and minds for Christmas.

Organizers of the event 
released the following state-
ment:

“As we celebrate this sea-
son of love and joy, we also 
recognize the need for peace 
in this world. Through God’s 
contact with people on earth 
in both the Old and the New 
Testaments, God has of-
fered us this gift of peace. 
The prophets recognized 
this gift. Jesus came, teach-
ing about peace. And still to-
�G�D�\�����W�K�L�V���J�L�I�W���L�V���R���H�U�H�G���W�R���X�V����
Our part is to accept and use 
this gift in our lives.

“On the night of the 
Christmas Walk, we come 
together again in faith. In-
terestingly, the First Meth-
odist, the Presbyterian, the 
Episcopal Church, the Bap-
tist Church and Brooklyn 
Methodist were all formed 
in 1872, holding services 
together and rotating minis-
ters. The program highlights 
the fascinating history of 
these downtown churches.

“Six of Hinton’s down-
town, historic churches 

will participate this year, 
including Ascension Epis-
copal Church, the Ministry 
Place, First United Meth-
odist, First Presbyterian, 
First Baptist and St Patrick’s 
Catholic Church. The streets 
between those churches 
will be lit with hundreds of 
candle-lit luminaries. Each 
church will present a piece 
of the nativity story and 
have a short program. This 
program begins with the 
prophecy of the coming of 
Jesus in the Old Testament 
and ends with the wise men 
bringing their gifts to the 
newborn baby. Music will be 
sung. The churches will be 
warm and lovely. 

“The reception, following 
the walk, will be in the base-
ment of St. Patrick’s Catho-
�O�L�F�� �&�K�X�U�F�K���� �R���H�U�L�Q�J�� �G�U�L�Q�N�V��
to warm you from the chill, 
favorite Christmas treats 
and a chance to meet with 
friends, both old and new. 

“Of course, this event is 
free and open to all. The 
night is organized through 
the cooperation of the 
churches in downtown 
Hinton and sponsored by 
the Just Christian organi-
zation. If you have ques-
tions you can call Nancy 
at 304.860.9446. If you or 
your organization would like 
to help put on luminaries on 
the day of the walk, also call.

“We sincerely hope you 
can join us for this night of 
beauty, mystery and cele-
bration.”

Peace on Earth 
Christmas Walk 

Scheduled in Hinton

The sidewalk in Hinton lit by luminaries 
during a previous Christmas Walk

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - The Summers 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �&�R�X�U�W�K�R�X�V�H�� �R���F-
es will be closed from 12-2 
p.m. on Dec. 13 for the an-
nual courthouse employee 
Christmas luncheon. Please, 
plan accordingly. Regular 
operating hours will be in 
�H���H�F�W�� �E�H�I�R�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �D�I�W�H�U�� �W�K�L�V��
time.

Summers County 
Courthouse 

�R�Z�F�H�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H��
closure for 

annual luncheon
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Salvation By Grace Through Faith
by Jeff Asher

The Church at Ephesus was established while Paul briefly passed by that way 
journeying to Jerusalem at the end of the second tour (Acts 18:19-21).
No mention of specific converts is made until those found in Acts 19:1-5. Paul 

did in Ephesus as he always did; he preached the word in the synagogue seeking 
to convert the Jews first. Later, he turned to the Gentile population (Acts 19:8-9).
Ephesus  became  Paul’s  third  center  of  evangelism.  In  the  beginning,  it  was 

Antioch in Syria. Later, it was Philippi in Macedonia. Now, it was Ephesus. Paul’s 
work  in  the  school  of Tyrannus allowed him  to  spread  the Word  throughout  all 
Asia  (Acts  19:10).  During  the  two  years  at  Ephesus,  churches  of  Christ  were 
established  in  Laodicea,  Heirapolis,  Sardis,  Pergamos,  Thyatira,  Smyrna, 
Philadelphia, Colosse and Troas (cf. Revelation 2 and 3; 2 Cor. 2:12).
The  conversions  at Ephesus  are  sometimes misused  by  those who  hold  the 

false doctrine that salvation occurs at the point of faith before and without water 
baptism. A favorite passage of these people is Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works 
lest  any  man  should  boast.”  Let’s  consider  the  evidence  which  the  Scriptures 
reveal concerning their redemption. Specifically, let’s see what the New Testament 
says about their baptism.

Not Of Our Own Works, But Of God’s Grace
There is no debating about whether or not salvation is a matter of grace—it is 

(Eph. 2:8). We are not saved by works of our own righteousness but according to 
God’s mercy (Titus 3:5). The question is whether or not there are works of another 
class included within the realm of grace? Does the Bible teach there are “works” 
which exclude boasting consistent with divine grace?
The Bible says that Abraham was saved by “works” (Jam. 2:21-23). These were 

works of faith, that is, obedience to God which was rooted in and sprang forth from 
faith (Heb. 11:8, 17-19). There is no sense in which the works which Abraham did 
can be said to have been “his own works.” He did not appoint the journey. He did 
not originate the sacrifice of his only son. God asked for these things and Abraham 
with implicit trust obeyed God.
Thus, we are urged to walk in the steps of Abraham’s faith (Rom. 4:12). How can 

we so walk, if “doing” nullifies grace?
Peter clearly declares salvation  is promised  to him  that  fears God and works 

righteousness (Acts 10:34-35). Paul affirms that he preached in order to secure 
from  others  the  “obedience  of  faith”  (Rom.  1:5;  16:26).  Such  obedience  is  not 
inconsistent with grace, but establishes grace (Rom. 6:15-18).

Continued next week.
Copyright © 2022 David Padfield 

Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com
Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: The Clayton School

CLAYTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Editor’s Note: 
Each week, local history 
collector William Jones 
discusses items from his 
collection and their his-
torical significance. In this 
edition, he talks about the 
Clayton School.

This week’s piece of 
Summers County history is 
about the Clayton School. 
To fully tell the history 
of the Clayton School, we 
must first go to the year 
1856 and before. Classes in 
the Clayton and Griffiths 
Creek area were taught in 
various homes, predomi-
nantly on Griffiths Creek.

These schools were 
called “subscription 
schools.” Parents of this 
area signed an “article of 
agreement.” This bound 
them to send their chil-
dren to school for a cer-
tain period, typically for a 
minimum of three months. 
This allowed teacher’s pay 
to be allotted for a desig-
nated amount per scholar 
attending the school they 
were teaching for a month.

“School Masters,” or 
teachers as they are known 
today, were predominant-
ly women of the commu-
nity from prominent fam-
ily names that you know 
throughout the history of 
Summers County, such as 
Ballangee, Graham and 
many others. Many did 
not have formal training 
to hold the title of teacher 
as they are required to do 
today.

In 1868, the first school 
in this area was construct-
ed at the cost of $444. 
This building served as a 
schoolhouse and a church 

for this community. Serv-
ing as both was typical of 
this time in rural places 
such as Griffiths Creek and 
Clayton. Little House on 
the Prairie is a prime ex-
ample of a building serving 
a small community as the 
church and schoolhouse.

This building served the 
community for roughly 
two decades until 1884 
when the official “Clay-
ton School” was erected. 
Sometime in the 1890s, 
two schools were built on 
Griffiths Creek. The first 
was a building built on one 
of my ancestors, George 
Flint’s farm, now the well-
known Dodd Farm, called 
the “Flint School.” The 
“Camp Rock School” was 
established above where 
the Griffiths Creek Church 
now sits. The stone foun-
dation of this building can 
still be seen today in my 
cousin’s front yard.

In 1919, these schools 
were consolidated into a 
new two-room school. By 
1943, enrollment had de-
clined so much that class-
es were held in one room 
with one teacher for all 
of the students. Grades 1 
to 8 continued until 1961. 
Glenna Harris finished 
her teaching career at this 
school, having taught there 
from the day it opened to 
the day it closed, a 42-year 
tenure. When the school 
closed its doors, it was the 
first time in 93 years Grif-
fiths Creek did not have a 
school.

As for the Clayton com-
munity, it too started with 
church and school using 
the same building. It was a 
log building that was built 
where the current Clayton 

church is now located. The 
first school was taught by 
a man named Peter Rook-
stool in 1856. Little is 
known about schooling in 
the community of Clayton 
until after the Civil War, 
which led to four years of 
no education in the area.

The school opened in 
the fall of 1865 in the sec-
ond story of Joseph Gra-
ham’s home. The photo of 
the tiny log home depicts 
where school was held, 
in what is essentially a 
small attic space. The old 
log building where school 
was held was in too bad of 
disrepair to use following 
the war. Around this time, 
West Virginia adopted the 
free education system that 
is in place today. This was 
new and uncharted territo-
ry for almost anyone who 
had been in the education 
system just a few years pri-
or. It was a trial-and-error 
learning system for– the 
teachers and the students 
of that time.

There were a few dif-
ferent locations of school 
buildings in this area. 
Sometime after 1884, the 
school attendance had 
grown so that it warranted 
the construction of a three-
room school. Two of these 
rooms were classrooms, 
and one was a kitchen. It 
even had what was consid-
ered a luxury at that time; 
an indoor “outhouse.”

This school remained 
in operation until closing 
in 1963. My grandpar-
ents, David and Cather-
ine Jones, lived just east 
of the Clayton post office 
during that time. They had 
four children; my father, 
David, and three daugh-

ters. My Aunt Debbie was 
the only one of their chil-
dren who attended Clayton 
School. When they relo-
cated to Pence Springs in 
1961, their children start-
ed attending school there. 
My father started his ed-
ucation career at the ele-
mentary school in Pence 
Springs and then finished 
it up by graduating from 
Talcott High School in 
1974, with the other chil-
dren from the area, includ-
ing the students who were 
bussed from the Clayton 
and Griffiths Creek area 
after their schools were 
closed.

This brings me to the 
wooden book in the pho-
to. My good friend, the 
late Ann Hedrick, bought 
me this book at a yardsale 
probably 20 years ago. 
She found me many pieces 
like it because she too had 
a love for the history of 
Summers County.

It is a book that was put 
together in a handmade 
wooden binding by the 
teacher at the time to show 
the artistic talents and 
writing skills of her stu-
dents. It holds the works 
of 18 students in 1960, in-

cluding my Aunt Debbie. 
The first page of the book 
holds the title, “Writing 
and Art by Clayton School.

If you have a story from 
the history of the area to 
share, send an email to 
news@hintonnews.com.

William Jones

An old photo of the Clayton Schoolhouse. Photo provided by 
William Jones

A textbook from the Clayton School. Photo provided by William 
Jones


