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Missing Hinton 
woman found safe

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - Recently, a Hinton 
woman, Valerie Whittaker 
was reported missing and 
added to the NCIC data-
base as a missing person. 
However, West Virginia 
State Police confirmed that 
she has now been found 
and is safe with her family.

According to WVSP’s ini-
tial press release announc-
ing the search, Valerie 
Whittaker had last been 
seen during the early hours 
of October 8. The law en-
forcement agency released 
the following statement on 
the investigation.

“On Thursday, October 
12, 2023, at 4:33 p.m., S/
Tpr. S. K. Weikle received 

a call for a welfare check 
at a residence on Temple 
Street in Hinton, West 
Virginia. S/Tpr. Weikle re-
sponded and attempted to 
locate 41-year-old Valerie 
Whittaker of Hinton. S/
Tpr. Weikle was unable to 
locate Valerie Whittaker. 
S/Tpr Weikle spoke with 
Valerie Whittaker’s sister 
who advised Whittaker 
was supposed to catch a 
Grey Hound bus in Beck-
ley, West Virginia on Sun-
day, October 8, 2023. S/
Tpr. Weikle also spoke with 
another individual who 
advised during the early 
morning hours of October 
8, 2023, he dropped Whit-
taker off at the McDonalds 

on Robert C Byrd Drive in 
Beckley, West Virginia and 
had not seen or heard from 
her since. S/Tpr. Weikle 
continues to actively inves-
tigate this case as a miss-
ing person investigation. 
Valerie Whittaker has been 
entered into the NCIC sys-
tem as a missing person. 
Anyone with information 
on the location of Valerie 
Whittaker should call S/
Tpr. Weikle at the Hinton 
Detachment at 304-466-
2800.”

Later, on Oct. 21, the 
WVSP released a state-
ment noting that Whittak-
er had been located and 
was “safe with family at 
this time.”

Embracing the transition to fall: Do you 
believe in the Woolly Worm prediction?

As summer has 
gradually faded 
away, nature has pre-
pared for the magical 
transition to fall. The 
landscape has trans-
formed into a kaleido-
scope of autumn col-
ors. Among the many 
enchanting tales that 
mark the seasonal 
shift is the legend of 
the woolly worm. Sci-
entifically known as 
“PYRRHARCTIA ISA-
BELLA” or “ISABEL-
LA,” these are tiger 
moth caterpillars.

As the tempera-
tures cool, the woolly 
worms emerge and 
begin their journey, 
seemingly searching 
for a place to hiber-
nate, signaling the 
change of the season. 
These fuzzy crea-
tures have distinctive 
markings; their black 
and brown bands 

have captivated the 
imaginations of peo-
ple for generations.

According to folk-
lore, the caterpil-
lar holds the secret 
to predicting the 
upcoming winter. 
The more black, the 
harsher the winter, 
and more brown indi-
cates a milder winter. 
This folk belief has 
been passed down 
from generation to 
generation creating 
anticipation as fall 
approaches.

There is even a 
Woolly Worm Fes-
tival in Banner Elk, 
North Carolina, held 
annually on the third 
Saturday in October. 
According to their 
Facebook page, they 
have attracted over 
20,000 people in at-
tendance. There’s a 
woolly worm race 
during the festival, 

and the winning 
woolly worm gets the 
esteemed honor of 
predicting the weath-
er for the High Coun-
try’s winter!

Whether its predic-
tion holds true or not, 
the wonders of au-
tumn and the woolly 
worm peak our imag-
ination. Although the 
belief of the woolly 
worm prediction var-
ies among individu-
als, it is a light-heart-
ed tradition rather 
than a scientifically 
reliable forecast.

So, have you spot-
ted a woolly worm 
lately? Keep an ea-
ger eye for the woolly 
worms’ appearance, 
for in their delicate 
crawl lies a tale of 
the changing seasons 
waiting to be discov-
ered by those who 
seek the mystery of 
nature’s secrets.

Susan Smith-Linton

Free Thanksgiving 
Dinners to be 
given out in 

Summers County
SUMMERS COUNTY 

W.Va. (Hinton News) - As in 
the past, people in Summers 
County will be delivering 
free Thanksgiving dinners 
to those people who request 
them. 

This year, orders can be 
placed by calling 304-660-
7073 or emailing ascensio-
nepiscopalhinton@gmail.
com. No orders can be ac-
cepted after the last day of 
October. If you wish to place 
an order, we must know 

your name, address, phone 
number, number of meals 
you want and any special in-
structions for delivery.

Hot meals are prepared 
by the Community Center 
in Oakhill. They make the 
turkey and dressing, green 
beans and mashed pota-
toes. Those meals are picked 
up and brought to Hinton, 
where we add a roll, cran-
berry sauce and desert. 

And that is where organiz-
ers need help. Any church, 

individual or group who 
would like to provide part of 
these foods would be great-
ly appreciated. Call or text 
Nancy at 304-860-9446 for 
questions or to volunteer.

Organizers will also need 
people to deliver the meals 
on the Thursday of Thanks-
giving. It is a great time of 
year to celebrate our bless-
ings and we can do that by 
sharing them with others. 
Thank you for your gener-
osity.

SUMMERS CO.
COURTHOUSE NEWS       

Comics
A peek into 

Summers County’s past
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Science Bowl is back: CU hosting 
12-county competition Nov 4

ATHENS W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - Following three 
years of online virtual 
competitions, in-person 
Science Bowl competi-
tions have returned to 
West Virginia. On Sat-
urday, Nov. 4, Concord 
University will host a 
12-county preliminary 
competition, which will 
help determine which 
high school teams go on 
to the state competition 
scheduled for Feb. 3, 
2024.

Concord will host high 
school student teams 
from counties located in 
the former West Virginia 
Regional Education Ser-
vices Agencies (RESA) 1 
and 4 areas. The RESA 
1 counties include Ra-
leigh, Summers, Mon-
roe, Mercer, McDowell, 
and Wyoming. The RESA 
4 counties are Braxton, 
Webster, Pocahontas, 
Greenbrier, Fayette, and 
Nicholas. Approximate-
ly 100 students, teach-
ers, and family mem-
bers are expected to 
attend, and another 30 
or more Concord volun-
teers will help the event 
run smoothly.

Teams and coaches 
are requested to regis-
ter online in advance 
at https://apply.concord.
edu/register/science-
bowl_23 by Oct. 27, if 
possible.

Onsite check-in will 
take place from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. on Nov. 4 in 
the main lobby of the 
Student Center building 
on Concord University’s 

main campus in Ath-
ens, WV. The welcome 
ceremony and orien-
tation will take place 
in the Ballroom of the 
same building from 1 to 
1:15 p.m. The competi-
tion begins at 1:30 p.m. 
in the nearby Science 
building.

Several additional ac-
tivities will be available 
on the same day as the 
Science Bowl event. A 
Fall Open House will 
run from 8:30 a.m. un-
til 1 p.m. with campus 
tours and opportunities 
to answer questions 
about financial aid, stu-
dent life, academics, and 
more. Additional infor-
mation about the open 
house and advance reg-
istration may be found 
at https://www.concord.
edu/admissions/visit. 
Concord’s Augmented 
Reality Sandbox and 
Raspberry Shake seis-
mograph will be open 
all day in the Science 
building. 

The West Virginia Re-
gional Science Bowl is 
affiliated with the Na-
tional Science Bowl, 
which is sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of 
Energy. Science Bowl is 
a tournament-style aca-
demic competition that 
tests students’ knowl-
edge in all areas of sci-
ence and mathematics. 
Five sites across West 
Virginia, including Con-
cord, will host prelim-
inary competitions in 
November and Decem-
ber. For the Concord 

competition, the top 
three winning teams in 
each RESA area com-
petition may advance 
to state and potentially 
national competitions. 
The state-level compe-
tition will take place on 
Feb. 3 in Morgantown. 
West Virginia Science 
Bowl information may 

be found at https://sci-
ence.osti.gov/wdts/nsb/
Regional-Competitions/
High-School-Regionals/
WV_West-Virginia-High-
Regional--School-Sci-
ence-Bowl.

For additional infor-
mation about the Nov. 4 
competition to be host-
ed at Concord Univer-

sity, please see https://
www.concord.edu/sci-
encebowl/ or contact Dr. 
Stephen Kuehn at sck-
uehn@concord.edu or 
304-384-6322.

HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - A daytime meet-
ing of Alcoholics Anony-
mous will begin meeting 
Wednesdays at noon in 
the lower level of Ascen-
sion Episcopal Church, 
which began on Oct. 25. 
Entrance to the meeting 
area is through the rear 
entrance of the church, 
which is located at the cor-
ner of Temple Street and 
5th Avenue (222 5th Av-

enue). The format of the 
meeting will be an open 
discussion of a weekly top-
ic related to alcohol use/
abuse.

For more information, 
please call 304-660-7073.

A.A. meetings 
held in Hinton

GEAR UP SWV Offers Tutor.com to Teachers, 
Families and Students in Southern West Virginia

ATHENS W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - Homework help 
has arrived for families and 
teachers in five West Virginia 
counties. Tutor.com is now 
available to students 13 years 
or older and their families 
in 7th or 8th-grade public 
schools in Wyoming, Mer-
cer, Raleigh, Monroe, and 
Summers Counties. The ser-
vice will help bridge the gap 
between the classroom and 
learning brought on by the 
pandemic for the high school 
classes of 2028 and 2029. 
Students 12 years or young-
er in the same named grades 
can access help at tutor.com 
if their parents or guardians 
have returned a signed per-
mission slip.

Tutor.com is a 24/7 re-
source for students, teach-
ers, parents, and the GEAR 
UP Southern West Virginia 
(GEAR UP SWV)team. Stu-
dents and parents can con-
nect with a live tutor during 
sessions, drop off writing 
samples or assignments to 
get direct feedback on this 
assignment, prepare for tests 
and more. It is also a resource 
to help parents gain confi-
dence while helping their 
students with schoolwork.

“Having grown up in 
southern West Virginia, I 
imagine the advantages of 
having on demand tutoring. 
The difference that would 
have made for me as a stu-
dent, and later as a mom, are 
immense. To have assistance 
right at your fingertips will be 
such an incredible resource 
for our GEAR UP SWV fam-
ilies,” Kristen O’Sullivan, Di-
rector of GEAR UP SWV.

In West Virginia, there are 
several barriers that students 

must overcome to succeed in 
college such as low postsec-
ondary expectations, high 
teacher turnover, and lack of 
academic college readiness.

Southern West Virginia 
teachers are answering the 
call to educate young peo-
ple, but teachers are only 
available during the school 
day. While some teachers go 
above and beyond to answer 
emails and messages in the 
evenings, it is not a sustain-
able practice.

Teachers in 7th and 8th-
grade public schools in these 
five counties can offer tutor.
com as a resource of live in-
teraction for students falling 
behind, wanting to boost 
their grades or help boost 
student confidence. The plat-
form will also serve as a form 
of consistency in the class-
rooms.

Parents, and many times, 
grandparents are also step-
ping in to support students 
in the region but many 
lack the resources to help 
with homework. Tutor.
com is just one way that 
GEAR UP SWV is meeting 
students, parents, and teach-
ers where they are.

“Our students are current-
ly in the 7th and 8th grades, 
and we will be working with 
this group through the years 
until they graduate from 
high school. One of the many 
great things about Tutor.com 
is that not only can students 
find help with their current 
studies, but when they reach 
high school, it will help them 
study for the ACT and SAT, 
the tests students take to get 
into college. Right now, in 
our area, ACT and SAT study 
help is limited and this will 

certainly help bridge that 
gap,” Partnership Coordina-
tor Jenn Fram said. Frame 
coordinates in Monroe, Sum-
mers, and Raleigh Counties.

GEAR UP SWV students 
can access Tutor.com by 
going to www.tutor.com/
gearupswv. Students young-
er than 13 years of age should 
have their parents/guard-
ians sign and return a paper 
permission slip before using 
tutor.com. Parents should 
allow 2-4 weeks processing 
after permission slips are 
signed and returned.

GEAR UP stands for Gain-
ing Early Awareness and 
Readiness for Undergrad-
uate Programs and is part 
of a national grant program 
funded through the U.S. 
Department of Education. 
GEAR UP SWV works with 
the high class of 2028 and 

2029 currently in 7th and 8th 
graders, in Mercer, Monroe, 
Summers, Raleigh, and Wyo-
ming Counties to ensure high 
school graduation. The pro-
gram also informs students 
and families of ways to suc-
ceed in a postsecondary edu-
cation and ways to help fund 
it. GEAR UP SWV supports 
teachers, administrators, 
students, and families on this 
educational journey.

GEAR UP Southern West 
Virginia (GEAR UP SWV) 
helps students graduate from 
high school and succeed in 
postsecondary education. 
GEAR UP SWV; securing a 
legacy of strength and re-
silience in Appalachia. Find 
more information on GEAR 
UP SWV social media pages 
and on our website, conord.
edu/gearup.

Marriages
Jackson Edward Butler to 

Aubrey Madison Follante;
Jason Adam Wamsley to 

Cassady Elizabeth Berry;
Tyler Derksen to Graceann 

Branham;
Hayley Austin Yopp to Cody 

Lee Coleman.
Fiduciaries

Mckenzie Brant, Admin-
istrator of the Rose Marie 
Massey estate.

Land Transfers
Ona Kay Weiss to Ona Kay 

Weiss and Shelby D. McBride, 
Pipestem District;

Linda Jeanette Edwards to 
the Hoskinson Family Living 
Trust Trustees, 96 acres more 
or less, Pipestem District;

Heather Ann Sprouse and 
Chelsie Sprouse to John Gil-
bert and Orrin Gerzema, 
19,627 square feet, Talcott Dis-
trict;

Jeffrey Hilton and Joseph 
Karwacki to Steven Michael 
Sharp, 2 Tracts, Green Sulphur 
District;

Joseph A. Meadows and 

Jonathan W. Meadows to Gary 
Wayne Meadows, 2.008 acres 
more or less, Talcott District;

Norma Lee Lilly to Jimmy 
Dale Lilly, 4 Tracts, Jumping 
Branch District;

Betty J. Lightner to Laundry 
Depot LLC, 0.45 acres more or 
less, City of Hinton District;

Timothy Michael O’Farrell 
(O’Farell) to Heather O’Farrell 
(O’Farell) and Shannon O’Far-
rell (O’Farell), 15.93 acres 
more or less, Jumping Branch 
District;

Charlotte F. Glass and Sar-
ah F. Holliday and Randolph 
Knipp to William Kevin Thor-
ton and Betty Thorton, 24,200 
square feet, Talcott District;

Wanda Dotson and Jack 
Dotson to Eric Case and Misty 
Case, Lot Number 91, Talcott 
District;

Katrina G. (Smith) Neal to 
John Adam Gilbert, 0.6 acres 
more or less, Talcott District;

Ocie V. Helton to James 
Young and Leslie Young, 2.09 
acres more or less, Forest Hill 
District.

Summers County 
Courthouse News

Benjamin Earhart found “not guilty” 
in the death of Daniel Harmon

SUMMERS COUNTY W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Daniel Har-
mon passed away in July 2022 
from a gunshot wound follow-
ing a dispute with Benjamin 
Earhart that ended in gunfire. 
Subsequently, Earhart was ar-
rested and charged with mur-
der. Recently, the case went 
to trial and the jury returned a 
verdict of “Not Guilty.”

After the initial incident, The 
Hinton News reported that 
the criminal complaint stated 
that the argument arose from 
a property dispute. The same 
document indicated that two 
wounds were found on Har-
mon, one in the back of the 
neck and one in the back.

During the trial, there 

seemed to be no dispute regard-
ing the manner of Hamon’s 
death. However, Earhart’s 
lawyer, Robert Dunlap, argued 
that Earhart shot Harmon in 
self-defense. According to re-
ports, the prosecution argued 
against this claim noting the 
two shots fired and an alledged 
statement from Earhart claim-
ing he was not sure whether or 
not Harmon had a gun.

Closing arguments were 
held on Thursday, Oct. 19 after 
which the jury deliberated for 
several hours. Once the jury 
returned, they handed down 
a verdict of Not Guilty on not 
only the murder charge but 
also the lesser charges of invol-
untary manslaughter, volun-
tary manslaughter and second 
degree murder.

Rebecca Stalnaker
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Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

Certified Nursing Assistant 
Applications Being Accepted!

Last week, we began looking at how people view the truth in religious matters. We will 
continue that topic this week.

Do You Love The Truth?
(Part 2)

by David Padfield
Some People Attack The Messenger 

Ahab, king of Israel, was a very wicked king. He married Jezebel, a woman guilty of 
murdering God’s own prophets. He worshipped and served Baal, and even built an altar 
and a temple for Baal in Samaria. “Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to 
anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him” (1 Kings 16:33).

The great prophet Elijah proclaimed a drought as punishment for the sins of Ahab—
and it lasted three years (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1). One of the most interesting points of 
the story is the reaction of Ahab when he met Elijah. “Then it happened, when Ahab 
saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, ‘Is that you, O troubler of Israel?’” (1 Kings 18:17). 
Ahab caused the drought in the land of Israel because of his sins, but he blamed the 
messenger!

John the Baptist lost his life because of his stand on marriage, divorce and remarriage 
(Matt. 14:1-10). John had informed Herod that he was living in sin because he married 
Herodias, a woman he had no lawful right to marry. At Herod’s birthday party he promised 
the daughter of Herodias that she could have anything she wanted. After being prompted 
by her mother she requested the head of John the Baptist on a platter.

The man who preaches where my parents go to church recently got fired. The 
circumstances of his firing were rather unusual. I’ve known the man for several years 
and have always thought highly of him. He was honorable in conduct and sound in 
teaching. The problem was not that he taught error, but rather that he taught the truth on 
moral issues—and immoral people just don’t like that type of preaching. So, instead of 
repenting of their immoral conduct, a few of the men in the congregation decided it would 
be easier to fire the preacher!
Some People Will Lash Out At Others

Sometimes wicked people lash out at innocent people who just happen to be nearby. 
Cain took out his anger on his brother Abel. Cain started off bad by offering a bad 
sacrifice to God (Gen. 4:3-5). Abel had acted in faith at the direction of God and offered 
an acceptable sacrifice (Heb. 11:4; Rom. 10:17). Cain got depressed when God rejected 
his sacrifice (Gen. 4:6).

God told Cain that he would feel right when he acted right (Gen. 4:7). In his depression, 
Cain killed his own brother (Gen. 4:8). What had Abel been guilty of? What sin had he 
committed? As far as I can tell, Abel just happened to be in the wrong place when a 
wicked man felt the guilt of his own sins and lashed out. “For this is the message that you 
heard from the beginning, that we should love one another, not as Cain who was of the 
wicked one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works 
were evil and his brother’s righteous.” (1 John 3:13). 

We will pick up with this same topic next week.
Copyright © 2022 David Padfield 

Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com
Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Valley Heights Hotel

PENCE SPRINGS W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - It is time 
for another edition of A Peek 
into Summers County’s Past. 
Each week, local history col-
lector William Jones discuss-
es items from his collection 
and their historical signifi-
cance. So far, he has detailed 
businesses, bridges, town 
names and much more. In 
this edition, he is discussing 
the area once known as Val-
ley Heights and specifically, a 
hotel from the specified area. 
Here is what he had to say.

“Valley Heights is thought 
of as part of Pence Springs to-
day. But in its day, it was its 
own little community. Hav-
ing had the Bennett’s Store 
and Post Office, the 1830s 
Coiner Boarding House 
(standing), The Mays School 
(a one-room log school, built 
in 1868), the Buffalo School 
(standing), the spring that 
Pence Springs is named for 
(standing), the Pence Springs 
bottling house, the caddy 
shack for the golf course and 
lastly the center of topic this 
week, the Valley Heights Ho-
tel.

“The Valley Heights Hotel 
was constructed in 1905 by 
B. E. Carney. It was a very 
elaborate, late Victorian 
three-story structure that was 
eloquently furnished and dec-
orated to luxury standards. It 
had indoor plumbing and was 
advertised as the only hotel at 
the springs where you could 
enjoy luxury, hot and cold, 
sulfur water baths.

“Carney began bottling the 
sulfur water at his hotel. An-
drew Pence had already cre-
ated a successful hotel around 
the sulfur water spring. He 
had been bottling the water 
and shipping it out of Pence 
Springs by train to various 
places across the state and 
the country. The Pence sulfur 
water was used to make gin-
ger ale and root beer.

“As Carney’s water busi-
ness gained momentum 
and he began bottling more 
water, Pence’s water supply 
dwindled to where he could 
not keep up with the demand. 
Carney had tapped into the 
water supply that fed Pence 
Springs. Pence became more 
and more frustrated with 
what was happening.

“After a lengthy investiga-
tion into the matter, he un-
covered what had happened. 
That Carney was cutting off 
his water supply by bottling 
his own at his hotel. The 
Valley Heights Hotel was on 
the bank, on the right side 
of the road, about a quarter 
of a mile above the Pence 
Springs. Nearly all the homes 
in Valley Heights have sulfur 
water in them today. Even 
my house, which sits virtually 
a mile away, occasionally has 
sulfur water that leaches into 
our well.

“This resulted in Andrew 
Pence filing suit against B. E. 
Carney in 1906. The case was 
styled Pence vs. Carney. A 
man by the name of Tripplett 
was in charge of pumping the 
water at the Valley Heights 
Hotel. Tripplett’s business 
practices were costing Pence, 
who had already been estab-
lished and had a very success-
ful sulfur water bottling busi-
ness in the works.

“Judge Miller, the author of 
the ‘1908 History of Summers 
County from its Earliest Set-
tlement to its Present Time,’ 
sided the case in September 
of 1907. He determined that 
Trippletts pumping the water 
at The Valley Heights Hotel 
was damaging Andrew Pence. 
Carney and Tripplett argued 
it would be next to impossible 
to supply their hotel with sul-
fur water unless the present 
rate of pumping is continued. 
To Andrew Pence’s delight, 
the court decided that if 
the pumping at the Valley 
Heights Hotel harmed An-
drew Pence and the Pence 
Springs it must be shut off. 
This was a major blow to B. 
E. Carney. This occurred after 
Carney’s son Glenn Carney 
had died in 1905 from inju-
ries he sustained after falling 
from a hammock on the sec-
ond-floor porch of the Valley 
Heights Hotel to the ground 
below.

“The Valley Heights Ho-
tel, its bottling house, and its 
pump house were destroyed 
by fire on April 11, 1911. The 
fire had started on the third 
floor in one of the guest 
rooms and was discovered at 
6 a.m. The limited firefight-

ing capabilities of the time led 
to the buildings being a total 
loss. It is believed that the 
fire started due to a defective 
flue on the third floor. The 
hotel had yet to open for the 
season, and Carney and his 
family were the only people 
staying in the building at that 
time. A large amount of fur-
niture and effects were saved 
from the building before the 
fire gained total control over 
the complex.

“The building, at the time, 
was estimated to be worth be-
tween $12,000 and $15,000. 
Carney only carried a $2,000 
policy. He had just taken out 
an additional $1,000 policy 
the day before the fire that 
was scheduled to go into ef-
fect on April 12, the morning 
after the fire. The destructive 
fire was not only a huge loss 
to Carney, but to the local 
farmers of the neighborhood 
as well. The Valley Heights 
Hotel housed a farmer’s 
market for farm and garden 
products during the summer 
months. It was here that local 
farmers could find a sale of 
almost anything in the eating 
line.

“A little-known fact about 
this area is that it did not 
start as Valley Heights. It was 
originally formed as Reno, 
West Virginia when the first 
post office was established 
there in the early 1900s. At 
some point around the same 
time Carney built the Valley 
Heights Hotel, the post office 
was relocated to the Bennetts 
store. Its name was changed 
to ‘Valley Heights.’ John 
Kessler had told me this al-
most unheard-of fact about 

Valley Heights. I believed 
him because he had been a 
Summers County historian 
for decades by this point. But 
to prove it to other skeptical 
people, I contacted Senator 
Byrd’s office and verified that, 
yes, the first post office in this 
area was named Reno.

“The aforementioned Coin-
er Boarding House was con-
structed in 1830 when the 
two-story framed structure 
was built around a 1762 one-
room log house. Making this 
the oldest house in Summers 
County. Over the years, it 
was framed around and be-
came what led to a two-sto-
ry ‘L’ shaped structure. The 
two-story wings to the right 
were torn off years ago, and 
the lumber was used to build 
one of its early owner’s home 
in Ballengee, for a wedding 
gift. Ashby Berkley restored 
the two-story wing that still 
stands in the early 2000s. He 
uncovered and exposed what 
remained of one of the orig-
inal log walls from the origi-
nal house that had been built 

over.
“The Valley Heights Ho-

tel had cottages it rented 
out around the hotel. Three 
of these cottages still stand 
today. I had been told by 
numerous people over the 
years that before the bridge 
was built across the creek, 
the Bennett’s store was built 
across the creek. You could 
either drive your wagon 
through the water or walk 
across the store’s porch to 
keep from getting wet.

“The photo of the couple 
sitting below the Post Office 
sign on the porch is of the 
Bennetts Store and Post Of-

fice. The photo with the long 
wooden fence has the Valley 
Heights Hotel in the center 
while it was being construct-
ed. The other two photos and 
postcards are of the hotel at 
various times during what 
time it was open.”

This is the end of another 
edition of A Peek into Sum-
mers County’s Past. Were 
you familiar with the Valley 
Heights Hotel?

Anyone wishing to share 
a story from the area’s his-
tory or provide more details 
on something from this col-
umn should send an email to 
news@hintonnews.com

William Jones

Photos provided by William Jones
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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HOBBY EXACT TRAUMA MINGLEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Dracula was hungry, so he stopped to — 

GRAB A BITE

Ans.
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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EXERT BRASH GROWTH TIPTOEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Proving that heavier-than-air aircraft could fly 

just took the — “RIGHT” BROTHERS
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester • 12 Years Experience 

10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 
Now accepting all major credit cards.

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION TO 

CREDITORS, DISTRIBU-
TEES & LEGATEES

Notice is hereby given that the 
following estates have been opened 
for probate in the Summers Fidu-
ciary Supervisor’s Office at 120 
Ballengee Street, Suite 100, Hin-
ton, WV 25951-0097. Any person 
seeking to impeach or establish 
a will must make a complaint in 
accordance with the provisions of 
West Virginia Code § 41-5-11 – 13. 
Any interested person objecting to 
the qualifications of the person-
al representative or the venue or 
jurisdiction of the court, shall file 
written notice of an objection with 
the County Commission through 
the Summers County Fiduciary 
Supervisor’s office within 60 days 
after the date of the first publica-
tion or within 30 days of the service 
of the notice, whichever is later. If 
an objection is not filed timely, the 
objection is forever barred. Any 
person interested in filing claims 
against an estate must file them 
in accordance with West Virginia 
Code § 44-2 or 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estates of the 
following named decedents will 
proceed without reference to a 
fiduciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first pub-
lication of this notice a reference is 
requested by a party of interest or 
an unpaid creditor files a claim and 
good cause is shown to support 
reference to a fiduciary commis-
sioner. 
First Publication Date: 
Wednesday, November 1, 2023
Claim Deadline: Sunday, De-
cember 31, 2023
ESTATE OF: RUSSELL RAY 
FITZWATER
ADMINISTRATOR: VIRGINIA 
R. FITZWATER
ESTATE OF: CLAUDE RAY 
FLESHMAN JR. 
ADMINISTRATOR: DREMA K. 
CYRUS
ESTATE OF: DOLORES J. KEA-
TON
CO EXECUTOR: RACHEL D. 
MCPHERSON
CO EXECUTOR: JOHN 
MCPHERSON
ESTATE OF: HARRY EDWARD 
KEFFER
ADMINISTRATOR: DORA 
JEAN KEFFER
ESTATE OF: WILLIAM JAMES 
LANIER
ADMINISTRATOR: LUTHER 
D. LANIER
ESTATE OF: HOPE LARSEN
ADMINISTRATOR: ERIK 
JENS LARSEN
ESTATE OF: TOMMY RONALD 
LEE MEADOWS
ADMINISTRATOR: DONNA 
JEAN BRAGG
ESTATE OF: BETTY IRENE 
MITCHELL
ADMINISTRATOR: LARRY 

MITCHAM
ESTATE OF: STEVEN PAUL 
SCOTT
ADMINISTRATOR: ERIN K. 
STENNETT
ESTATE OF: VIRGINIA CATH-
ERINE SNIDER
ADMINISTRATOR: BETTY 
JANE HENDRICK 
ESTATE OF: SHIRLEY LOU 
WHEELER
ADMINISTRATOR: CHRISTY 
WRIGHT 

Subscribed and sworn to before 
me on October 24, 2023.
Donald R. Basham Jr. 
Summers County Fiduciary Super-
visor
(1,8no)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice To Creditors,
Distributees, and Legatees
Proposed / Short Form Set-

tlements
To the Creditors and Beneficia-

ries of the within named deceased 
persons: 

I have before me the Final set-
tlements and Proposals for the 
estates of the following deceased 
persons, which shall be presented 
to the County Commission of Sum-
mers County, at the Courthouse 
thereof, in the City of Hinton, West 
Virginia on the 8th day of Novem-
ber, 2023, at or near 10:00 a.m. 
These proposed settlements and 
short form settlements have been 
presented to me by the fiduciary 
of such estates which settlements I 
have approved as indicated below: 
Estate: DAVID EDWARD 
BOLLING
Fiduciary: MARY LOU 
BOLLING
Estate: GLADYS ETHEL FITZ-
PATRICK
Fiduciary: AMY L. MANN
Estate: JONATHAN DAVID FOX
Fiduciary: REGINA PERSING-
ER
Estate: ROSE MARIE MASSEY
Fiduciary: MCKINZIE BRYANT
Estate: VIRGINIA DARE PETT-
RY (PROPOSED)
Fiduciary: DAVID PETTRY
Estate: CAROLYN ADKINS 
SHERWOOD 
Fiduciary: RICHARD CRISP
Estate: BARBARA ANN SMITH
Fiduciary: RONALD SMITH
Estate: PAUL THOMAS WOOD-
RUM
Fiduciary: MICAH WOODRUM

Any person having any interest 
in the estate of any such deceased 
person, may appear before the 
County Commission at the time 
and place hereinabove specified 
and thereupon protect his interests 
as they may appear or else may be 
forever thereafter barred from as-
serting such interests.

Given under my hand this the 
24th day of October, 2023. 
Donnie Basham
Fiduciary Supervisor 
(1no)

Sweet Springs Turnpike Trail officially opens
SWEET SPRINGS W.Va. 

(Hinton News) - On Sunday, 
Oct. 15, the first phase of 
the Sweet Springs Turnpike 
Trail officially opened to 
hikers. On Monday, Oct. 16, 
a ceremony was held with 
the designers of the trail and 
three representatives of the 
Allegheny Trail to official-
ly open the West Virginia 
section of this historical 
Stagecoach Turnpike Trail. 
Their work and efforts put 
into the designing, planning 
and physical work in getting 
the trail open is what made 
this such a success. A lot of 
time, phone calls, geograph-
ic studies, historical studies 
and more went into the trail 
long before the actual work 
began, and three of the per-
sons who put forth that ef-
fort were:

Zen Clements - Developer, 
professional trail designer, 
and professional mountain 
biker. Clements has devel-
oped trails throughout the 
state including skiing, bik-
ing, hiking and more. Cle-
ments’ family are natives of 
Wayside in Monroe Coun-
ty, and he has a deep heart 
when it comes to develop-
ing outdoor activities for his 
“home county.”

Dale McCutcheon - Mc-
Cutcheon is one of the few 
experts in trail design, his-
toric trail design, history of 
the trails, laws involved with 
trail design, trail safety and 
an avid hiker. His guidance 
and knowledge are invalu-
able to this project.

Roseanna Sacco - Owner 
of Sweet Springs Institute, 
Vice President of the Sweet 
Springs Watershed Associ-
ation, Researcher for Sweet 
Springs Resort Park and 
Project Manager for the an-
nual Sustainability Forum. 
Sacco is active in saving our 
clean water and protecting 
our ecosystem. She has done 
much research for the devel-
opment of the Sweet Springs 
Turnpike Trail, set up meet-
ings and helped with physi-
cal labor.

All three of these fine folks 
are donating their time to 
this project.

The other individuals who 
worked with Clements, Mc-
Cutcheon, and Sacco are 
three brilliant people from 
the Allegheny Trail: Mark 
Mengeley - Historian for 
Virginia and West Virgin-
ia Trails; Brian Hurt - Offi-
cer and Researcher for the 
Allegheny Trail; and Doug 
Wood - Trail expert, avid 
hiker, trail designer and for-
mer President of the Allegh-
eny Trail Committee.

Greenbrier Economic 
Development hired an out-
of-state professional con-
sulting company, insitecon-
sulting, to give advice on 
Economic Development in 
Monroe County. According 
to insiteconsulting, Sweet 

Springs Park is one of the 
best Economic Development 
Projects not only in Monroe 
County, but also in West 
Virginia and the East Coast. 
With the clean, pure waters, 
the warm water healing pool, 
the planned recreational ac-
tivities, colonial style Coun-
try Inn, extended stay apart-
ments, business offices, and 
over 250 jobs/careers, it is 
insiteconsulting’s opinion 
that Sweet Springs Park 
will offer the “heartland” of 
Southern West Virginia a 
taste of uniqueness that will 
pull people into the county 
and the state.

Well, the recreational ac-
tivities have begun. This 
Turnpike Trail project has 
been at the top of the list for 
Sweet Springs Resort Park 
as our first recreational de-
velopment project; however, 
as the Park Project Manag-
er, Ashby Berkley, explained 
many times, the roofing on 
all the historic buildings 
had to be completed first, 
and now that the buildings 
are “in the dry,” the trail 
development started in Au-
gust 2023. The first phase is 
now open and ready for use 
by anyone wishing to enjoy 
hiking. Of course, there is 
more work to do (mainte-
nance, more clearing, etc., 
and the completion of phase 
2 of the trail which is al-
ready mapped out and ready 
for construction to begin - 
planned to begin within the 
next 2 weeks).

Arietta DuPre, Admin-
istrative Specialist for the 
Park, Secretary/Treasurer 
for The Sweet Springs Wa-
tershed Association, regis-
tered Lobbyist in the state of 
Wesr Virginia, and a Doctor 
of Theology and Christian 
Teaching, said, “Things have 
moved slowly for several 
reasons such as (1) Receiv-
ing grants - the Park has no 
paid employees; we are all 
volunteers; so over the last 
couple of years the Park was 
not eligible for any COVID 
relief grants. Once grants 
start coming in, the Park 
will begin hiring staff for 
the Park, and hope many 
hired will become perma-
nent paid employees of the 
Park. (2) COVID hurt the 
Park’s Fundraisers as the 
attendance was very low, 
and some events had to be 
canceled, and (3) The Park 
wants NO LOANS. Taking 
out a big loan you cannot 
pay is usually the biggest 
problem with small busi-
nesses. While it is taking 
time, the Park is proceeding 
as planned. The golf driving 
ranges are already designed 
and ready to start construc-
tion .... Phase 1 of the his-
toric Jeffersonian hotel is in 
the works - preparation for 
demolition and collection of 
needing furniture items has 
begun, The Sweet Springs 

Watershed Association is 
now a fully licensed group 
developed to protect the 
natural springs on the farm 
property along with several 
national groups The Park 
stays in contact with and is a 
member of the Choose Clean 
Water Coalition which is a 
five-state group. The volun-
teers at the Park are very ex-
cited about the future.”

This is the Park Manage-
ment’s fifth major resto-
ration project. Others in-
clude:

1. The Riverside Inn, 
built by Governor Hatfield, 
was restored into a 5-star 
restaurant dedicated to co-
lonial perfection. This was a 
7-course dinner which took 
at least 1 1/2 hours to enjoy 
the great meals such as Co-
lonial Meat Pie, 1/2 Baked 
Glazed Chicken stuffed with 
country ham and glazed 
with a special fruited glaze, 
Fruit Stuffed Duckling for 
2 carved at the table and 
the famous Scalded English 
Slaw. The Riverside Inn was 
INTERNATIONALLY REC-
OGNIZED

2. The Pence Springs His-
toric Hotel, began as a hotel 
run by Mr. Pence and was 
considered one of the most 
elegant hotels of its time. 
It then became a School for 
Appalachian Women estab-
lished by Eleanor Roosevelt. 
After becoming the State 
Prison for Women, the state 
closed the facility and Mr. 
Berkley purchased the prop-
erty and restored the facili-
ty back into a historic hotel 
that ran in the black for sev-
eral years.

3. The Old Pence Springs 
Water Co. building. The 

buildings were secured, with 
the railing still inside ... the 
water spring was cleaned 
and cared for, and the fa-
mous Pence Springs Flea 
Market was run on the prop-
erty which for more than 28 
years was/has been a huge 
success.

4. And more.
The same success can hap-

pen here at Sweet Springs 
Resort Park with the sup-
port of the county and the 
fact that the trail, promised 
by The Park, is now open.

The trail is free to hike. 
The park just asks that vis-
itors sign in on the front 
porch of the office, and then 
sign out when they leave as 
a necessary safety require-
ment.

The Trail is closed to indi-
vidual hikers from Nov. 15 
- March 1, (just one person) 
however groups are wel-
come anytime with advance 
reservation. This is for the 
safety of individual hikers.

There are a few rules:
1. Absolutely no drugs or 

alcohol on the trail - this 
causes accidents.

2. Only smoke in desig-
nated areas. Do not smoke 
along the trail.

3. You must sign in and 
sign out so we know you left 
safely.

4. Bring all of your trash 
out when you come. No 
trash is to be left on the trail.

5. Unless advance notice 
is given that you intend to 
camp, all hikers must be off 
the trail by dark, again, this 
is for the safety of all.

6. All hikers must take wa-
ter with them on the hike. 
Please, take any medications 
that you may need as well.

Washington, DC (Hin-
ton News) — Senator Joe 
Manchin (D-WV), Chair-
man of the U.S. Senate 
Energy and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Commit-
tee, joined the Charles-
ton Area Alliance Board 
of Directors meeting and 
the North Central West 
Virginia Business Sum-
mit to discuss the recent 
selection by the U.S. 
Department of Energy 
(DOE) of the Appalachian 
Regional Clean Hydrogen 
Hub (ARCH2) to develop 
a hydrogen hub with a fo-
cus on counties in West 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Kentucky.

“West Virginia and 
ARCH2 have been given 
an exciting opportunity 
to help develop the hy-
drogen market right here 
in the Mountain State. 
Today, I had the chance 
to meet with the commu-
nity and economic devel-
opment leaders that will 
play a large role in guiding 
the new businesses, fami-
lies, and workers that this 
hydrogen hub will bring 
to West Virginia. This is 
truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for our state, 

and I will continue to 
work with local leaders to 
ensure that we are able to 
fully realize the benefits 
this hydrogen hub will 
bring to West Virginia,” 
said Chairman Manchin.

The announcement that 
ARCH2 will develop a hy-
drogen hub makes avail-
able up to $925 million 
in federal support under 
the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Law that will bring 
a hydrogen hub to West 
Virginia. Chairman Man-
chin’s Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law included 
$8 billion for Regional 
Clean Hydrogen Hubs 
to jumpstart the produc-
tion, transport, and use 
of clean hydrogen across 
the U.S. As a Hydrogen 
Hub selectee, ARCH2 will 
develop a network of hy-
drogen-based energy and 
products manufacturing 
in West Virginia. The 
Hub is projected to create 
over 20,000 jobs, with 
the majority of those in 
West Virginia. The $925 
million in federal funding 
is expected to unlock up 
to $6 billion in additional 
private sector matching 
funding.

Manchin joins West Virginia 
Economic Development 

Organizations to discuss jobs and 
investment from Appalachian 

Regional Hydrogen Hub  
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Prayer
Vigil

All Are Welcome!

Let’s Come Together 
To PRAY For Our World
Wednesday, November 1st • 6:00pm

At The Courtyard Behind The 
Summers County Memorial Building

Bring A Chair & Candle - If Wanted
Everyone (especially Pastors) 

is welcome to come forward to offer 
up a prayer during the event.

Contact 304-466-1709 
for more information or with any questions.

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - The annual 
Christmas Walk along 
the candle-lit streets of 
Hinton will be held on 
the second Saturday of 

December, Dec. 9, start-
ing at 6 p.m. Mark your 
calendars to join orga-
nizers for an evening of 
coming together, cele-
bration and peace. 

Annual Christmas 
Walk Scheduled - 

Save the Date

Carnegie Hall’s winter art exhibits open Nov. 3

LEWISBURG W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Car-
negie Hall’s three ro-
tating galleries open 
Friday, November 3, 
with winter exhib-
its by Pat Cross (Old 
Stone Room), Thomas 
Ruggiero (Lobby Gal-
lery), and Dennis Ott 
and Sean O’Connell 
(Museum Gallery). 
There will be opening 
receptions at 6 p.m. 
in conjunction with 

Lewisburg’s First Fri-
days after 5.

The Old Stone Room, 
located on the ground 
floor of Carnegie Hall, 
will feature “Inviting 
the Outdoors In” by Pat 
Cross. Over the years, 
her work has been dis-
played in more than 
150 fine art exhibi-
tions, including Real-
ism New York, Bosque 
Art Classic, and Salon 
International. For her 

opening, she will host 
a family friendly, live, 
sketching demonstra-
tion.

Thomas Ruggiero 
will be featured in 
the Auditorium Lobby 
Gallery. He is an artist 
and fashion designer 
native to Lewisburg, 
WV. As a resident of 
Lee Street Studios, he 
crafts handmade one-
of-a-kind garments 
and will be showcas-
ing his original impas-
to ink fashion illustra-
tions.

The Museum Gallery 
(adjacent to the Ham-
ilton Auditorium) will 
house a collaborative 
exhibit of work by 
Dennis Ott and Sean 
O’Connell. Dennis Ott 
started woodturning 
as part of the new 

partnership between 
Carnegie Hall and the 
WV Woodturners As-
soc. in Spring 2022 
and has used this new 
artistic medium as an-
other way to express 
his love of nature and 
the connection to the 
greater world around 
us. Sean O’Connell is 
a ceramic artist orig-
inally with a private 
studio at Lee Street 
Studios.

The exhibits are free 
and open to the pub-
lic, Monday through 
Friday, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
The exhibits will run 
through December 29. 
For more information, 
please visit carnegie-
hallwv.org, call (304) 
645-7917, or stop by 
the Hall at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, WV. 

Carnegie Hall pro-
grams are presented 
with financial assis-
tance through a grant 
from the West Virgin-
ia Department of Arts, 

Culture and History 
and the National En-
dowment for the Arts, 
with approval from 
the West Virginia Com-
mission on the Arts.

(clockwise from top left) Work by Sean 
O’Connell, Thomas Ruggiero, Dennis Ott, 
and Pat Cross


