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Food, fun and friendship at Hinton Railroad Days 2023

HINTON W.Va. (Hin-
ton News) - Picturesque, 
inviting, homey and 
bustling are all words 
that have been used to 
describe Hinton Rail-

road Days. For decades, 
the town has celebrated 
its rich railroad history 
with a weekend festival 
held in October. Vendors 
line the streets selling 
homemade treasures, de-
lectable treats and other 

products. Crowds gather 
to explore the offerings 
and enjoy live music. A 
train comes in bringing 
festivalgoers from other 
areas. The experience is 
one many people look 
forward to every year.

The 2023 festival is 
now past, but the mem-
ories created will last a 
lifetime. Many incredi-
ble performers took the 
stage and wowed audi-
ences. The food court 
was a constant bustle of 

activity.
Sadly, the train that 

typically runs during the 
festival was not able to 
make the trek this year. 
However, AmTrak pro-
vided a trip for those 
wishing to still attend 

the festival. Reports state 
that the trip sold out pri-
or to the event.

To keep up with the fes-
tival for next year, follow 
Hinton Railroad Days on 
Facebook or visit hinton-
railroaddays.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker

Some of the delicious food at Hinton Railroad Days 2023. Photo 
by Lisa Abshire

Some of the decorations in downtown Hinton. Photo by Lisa Ab-
shire

One of the performers at Hinton Railroad Days 2023. Photo by 
Lisa AbshireA vendor area near one of the stages. Photo by Lisa Abshire

One of the vendor areas in downtown Hinton. Photo by Rebecca 
Stalnaker

One of the bands performing at Hinton Railroad Days 2023. Pho-
to by Rebecca Stalnaker
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Last week we ended up looking at why David’s throne and God’s throne are one and the 
same. We will finish that topic this week.

Do You Love The Truth?
(Part 1)

by David Padfield
The wise man in the book of Proverbs admonishes us to “buy the truth, and do not sell it” 

(Prov. 23:23). Truth is to be a valuable commodity in our lives—we are to obtain it at all costs 
and once obtained, never let it slip from our hands. It is the truth that sets us free from the 
shackles of sin (John 8:32).

When I started preaching I labored under several false assumptions, one of them was that 
all people valued the truth in the same way I did. I thought that if you would go out and tell 
people the truth that they would jump at the chance to go wherever it led. However, some 
people love darkness more than light, because their deeds are evil (John 3:19).

Not only was I wrong about the world in general hungering for the truth, I was wrong in my 
assumption that all the people claiming to be Christians were really striving to find out what 
God required of them—I’m talking about people who occupied the pews in buildings where I 
have preached. I’ve found out that a lot of people want “the truth” as long as it does not disturb 
them or present any challenges in their lives.

What about you? Can you honestly say that you love the truth? When it comes to religious 
matters, do you want the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth? In this article I want 
to examine how people react to the truth.

Some People React With Anger
King Saul was told to utterly destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam. 15:3). Saul did most of what 

God had commanded, but he spared king Agag and the best of the sheep and oxen (1 Sam. 
15:8-9). Later, when Saul saw the prophet Samuel walking towards him said, “Blessed are you 
of the Lord! I have performed the commandment of the Lord” (1 Sam. 15:13). The truth of the 
matter is that Saul had not obeyed the voice of God, and Samuel rebuked him for it (1 Sam. 
15:14). Saul protested in anger and Samuel told him to be quiet (1 Sam. 15:20-23). Samuel 
then departed from the presence of Saul, never to see him again in this life (1 Sam. 15:34-35).

Paul preached to a Jewish mob in the city of Jerusalem (Acts 22:1-21). He taught the truth 
about Jesus, but when he mentioned his own mission to the Gentiles, they got angry. “And 
they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and said, ‘Away with such 
a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!’ Then, as they cried out and tore off their clothes 
and threw dust into the air” (Acts 22:22-23).

In December of 1987 I had a public debate with a Baptist preacher in Evansville, Indiana. 
My opponent had preached in Evansville for many years, and the debate was his idea. We 
scheduled a four-night debate to discuss baptism and whether or not one could be saved by 
faith alone. The first night of the debate went well, and I pressed my points as best I could. On 
the second night my opponent got into the pulpit and announced he was not going to continue 
with the debate. He then said, “I still believe that men are saved by faith alone—but I realize 
you can’t prove that from the Bible. But if you don’t think my mother is saved, I’ll meet you in 
the parking lot!” Here was a man who knew his position could not be supported by the Bible, 
but instead of changing his position he offered a fist fight!

Continued next week.

Copyright © 2022 David Padfield 
Send comments to: zionchurch@padfield.com

Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179
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Summers County 
Christmas Toy Fund 

2023 Drive Underway 
SUMMERS COUNTY 

W.Va. (Hinton News) - 
For over 30 years, the 
Summers County Toy 
Fund has helped to bring 
Christmas cheer to Sum-
mers County. Originally 
sponsored by the Hinton 
Ruritan Club and then at 
the lead of Darrell Lilly, 
the Toy Fund has assisted 
thousands of families for 
several decades. 

Last year, 242 children 
were impacted by the SC 
Toy Fund. “This would not 
be possible without the 
support of our communi-
ty,” says Darell Lilly. 

The Summers County 
Toy Fund is seeking indi-
viduals, businesses, civic 
groups, churches, etc., to 
adopt children for Christ-
mas. If you would like to 

adopt a child please get 
in touch with Darrell Lilly 
at 304-466-0476 or Stacy 
Ford at 304-575-7026. If 
you are unable to adopt a 
child but would like to do-
nate there are several ways 
you can. You can mail a 
check to PO Box 217 Hin-
ton, WV 25951, or drop 
off a check to the Hinton 
Area Foundation located 
at 104 James St. Please 
make checks payable to 
Hinton Area Foundation 
and put “Christmas Toy 
Fund” in the memo. You 
can also donate online at 
hintonareafoundation.org 
and use the Donate Now 
Button.

Shopping will take place 
on Dec. 11 and 12. Gifts 
will be bagged on Dec. 14 
and 15, and giveout will 

take place on Dec. 16. All 
applications are reviewed 
and vetted to establish 
eligibility. All approved 
applicants will be notified 
by mail and given infor-
mation regarding the gift 
giveaway.

If your family lives in 
Summers County and 
needs assistance for 
Christmas, you may pick 
up an application at the 
Summers County DHHR 
office at 322 Summers St. 
Hinton, WV. Applications 
are available to submit 
from Nov. 1-30. The pro-
gram can assist Summers 
County residents with 
children from newborn to 
12 years old. Thank you, 
Darrell Lilly and Stacy 
Ford, Co-Chairs of Sum-
mers County Toy Fund. 

A.A. 
meetings 
to be held 
in Hinton
HINTON W.Va. (Hinton 

News) - A daytime meet-
ing of Alcoholics Anony-
mous will begin meeting 
Wednesdays at noon in the 
lower level of Ascension 
Episcopal Church, begin-
ning Oct. 25. Entrance to 
the meeting area will be 
through the rear entrance 
of the church, which is 
located at the corner of 
Temple Street and 5th Ave-
nue (222 5th Avenue). The 
format of the meeting will 
be an open discussion of a 
weekly topic related to al-
cohol use/abuse.

For more information, 
please call 304-660-7073.

Summers County 
Courthouse News 

Marriages
None.

Fiduciaries
None.

Land Transfers
Holly E. Mills to Mat-

thew L. Massie and 
Ronald L. Sears Jr., Lot 
Number 10 Block J, 
City of Hinton District;

Brenda S. Rudisill 
and Charles B. Davis 
and Pamela G. Davis 
to Charles B. Davis 
and Pamela G. Davis, 1 
Lot, Talcott District;

Lee Ann Goins to 
Lisa Renee Moore and 
Ivan Hunter Moore, 
Lot Number 37 and 
southernly 75 feet of 
Lot Number 36, Jump-
ing Branch District;

CLE LLC to Stephen 
Zappa and Mary J. 
Zappa, 2 Tracts, Pipes-
tem District;

The Alice Y. Riffle 
2006 Revocable Trust 
and its Trustee to Al-
ice Y. Riffle, 52 acres 
more or less, except-

ed 10.509 acres, Quit-
claim Deed, Talcott 
District;

Cathryn L. McIntire 
and Bryan D. Hanna 
to Bryan D. Hanna and 
John D. Hanna and 
Carol R. Hanna, Lot 5, 
Talcott District;

Betty F. Pomponio to 
Betty F. Pomponio and 
Nicole Deanna Pompo-
nio Mclain, 5.27 acres 
more or less, Green 
Sulphur District.

Carnegie Classics Series with Barbara 
Nissman begins its second year with 

Rock with Rachmaninoff Nov. 11

LEWISBURG W.Va. (Hinton 
News) - Carnegie Hall’s Classics 
Series is a three-concert series 
hosted by Steinway “Legend” and 
Lewisburg resident Barbara Niss-
man, designed to introduce clas-
sical music and Carnegie Hall to 
new audiences, as well as inspire 
and entertain current classical 
music enthusiasts. The Classics 
Series second season kicks off 
celebrating Sergei Rachmani-
noff’s 150 birthday on Saturday, 
November 11, at 7 p.m. in the 
Hamilton Auditorium. 

One of the last great pianist–
composers in a grand tradition 
stretching back to Mozart, Bee-
thoven, Liszt and Brahms, Sergei 
Rachmaninoff pushed the values 
of the Romantic era deep into the 
20th century. He earned most of 
his music a central place in the 
standard repertoire that has never 
wavered, thanks to his clear sense 
of instrumental drama and, in au-
thor Michael Kennedy’s words, “a 
gift for long and broad melodies 
imbued with a resigned melan-
choly that is never long absent.”

The Russian, born in 1873, took 
up the piano at age four and grad-
uated from Moscow Conservato-
ry in 1892 (as part of a starry class 
that also included Josef Lhevinne 
and Alexander Scriabin). Rach-
maninoff’s youthful collection of 
solo piano pieces titled Morceaux 
de fantaisie included the darkly 
dramatic Prelude in C-sharp mi-
nor that would become a world-
wide hit, though its huge success 
was bittersweet for the composer; 
that prelude tended to overshad-
ow much of his early music, and a 
lack of copyright agreements be-
tween Russia and the West meant 
that Rachmaninoff earned little 
from its ubiquity across Europe 
and the U.S.

In 1901, his melody-rich Piano 
Concerto No. 2 paved the road 
to Rachmaninoff’s success, with 
the composer at the piano for 
its premiere. He also composed 

deeply Russian choral works, 
many songs and three operas, as 
well as major sets of variations 
on themes by Chopin and Corelli 
for solo piano, plus two books of 
Etudes-Tableaux.

Disturbed by political turmoil 
in Russia, Rachmaninoff began 
to work in the West in the early 
1900s. He first toured America 
in 1909-10, performing his Third 
Piano Concerto in New York un-
der Gustav Mahler. Rachmaninoff 
emigrated after the Russian Revo-
lution of 1917, eventually settling 
in the U.S., where he was in de-
mand as both a conductor and a 
pianist.

He built a new home in Swit-
zerland in the early 1930s, but he 
returned to the U.S. permanently 
as war blighted Europe. Rach-
maninoff’s final performance, 
a few weeks before his death in 
1943, featured Chopin’s “Funeral 
March” Sonata. 

Barbara Nissman is an interna-
tionally renowned concert pianist 
and since 1989 has been a West 
Virginian “by choice,” residing 
on a farm in Greenbrier County. 
Hailed as “one of the last pia-
nists in the grand Romantic tra-
dition of Liszt, Rachmaninoff, 
and Rubinstein,” Nissman has 
performed as soloist with some 
of the world’s leading orchestras. 
and has worked with some of the 
major conductors of our time. In-
ducted into the inaugural class of 
Steinway Legends chosen from 
more than a century of Steinway 
Artists, Nissman is regarded as 
one of the world’s great concert 

pianists. With a mission to bring 
her passion and joy to audiences 
around the world, Nissman con-
tinues to inspire and uplift people 
through her music. 

In 2014 she formed her own 
record label, Three Oranges Re-
cordings (threeorangesrecordings.
com) that now includes a discog-
raphy of over 30 recordings with 
many more projected for the fu-
ture. In 2017 the Three Oranges 
Foundation was established to 
further its mission of making clas-
sical music accessible to a wider 
audience and to promote Barba-
ra’s various educational projects 
including a series of educational 
video master classes.

For more information on Bar-
bara Nissman please visit www.
barbaranissman.com.

Tickets are $25/adults and $5/
students. For more information 
or to purchase tickets, visit www.
carnegiehallwv.org, call 304.645-
7917, or stop by 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, WV.

The Carnegie Classics Series is 
made possible with support from 
the James F.B. Peyton Fund, the 
National Endowment for the Arts 
and the West Virginia Division of 
Culture and History, with approv-
al from the West Virginia Com-
mission on the Arts. Additional 
funding is also provided by Eu-
gene and Annie Jeffus.

Carnegie Hall WV is a nonprof-
it organization supported by indi-
vidual contributions, grants, and 
fundraising efforts such as TOOT 
and The Carnegie Hall Gala.

Drawing of Sergei Rachmaninoff

Barbara Nissman
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To Reserve Ad Space Call To Reserve Ad Space Call 304.701.2360 304.701.2360 
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Hours
Open Monday - Sunday 

10:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
HC 78 BOX 6, HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WVHinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

Come in for 
lunch or dinner 

• Open Daily 
• Lunch and dinner specials 
• Desserts are made fresh

(304)466-6626

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester • 12 Years Experience 

10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 
Now accepting all major credit cards.

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

Certified Nursing Assistant 
Applications Being Accepted!

Support Our Fruit Sale!
To place an order or for more information, call Band 

Booster President, Denise Bragg, at 304-660-8275.

Visit our E-Commerce website to place an order:
www.FreshFruitOrder.org/SCHSBAND

Order Some Great Fruit For A Good Cause!

The last day for orders 
is November 20th.

Sales Support Summers 
County High School Band.
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Braggin’ Rights: School on Chestnut Mountain
As I have written ear-

lier, my Aunt Pearl, as 
well as my mother Oma, 
wrote about growing up 
on Chestnut Mountain. 
Schools today don’t wait 
until the Tuesday after La-
bor Day to begin school. 
Around the United States, 
school doors open as early 
as the first week in August. 

Even as the Bragg chil-
dren attended the one-
room school, on days 
when they had to be in-
side, Mom (Oma) would 
take Coleman and Erma to 
the kitchen to play school

Below is a story in Pearl’s 
words describing the Bragg 
children’s days during 
the 1919-1920 school year 
(over 100 years ago).

Grandaddy went down 
to the school board and 
threatened to sue if they 
didn’t get a teacher at the 
one-room school on top of 
Chestnut Mountain. His 
four oldest children were 
girls. What does a farm-
er do with girls? He gets 
them an education. Irene 
(Bragg Grimmett) was 
twelve and Pearl (Laska 
Chamberlin) ten when the 
Chestnut Mountain School 
was built over a mile from 
the house. Pauline (Bragg 
Roth)was eight, and Oma 
(Bragg O’Bryan) was six. 
It was made of weath-
er-beaten, used lumber. 
There were several dis-
carded desks (each seating 
two or three students) sent 
from another school, a 
wood-burning stove, and a 
water bucket and a dipper.

School opening was de-

layed a second time be-
cause the building was not 
completed, and the first 
year ended before out-
door toilets, called privies, 
were built. The first teach-
er was Miss Grace. Pearl 
observed that Miss Grace 
spent more time flirting 
with the oldest boys, sev-
enteen and eighteen, close 
to her age!

(A sidebar: my grand-
daughter and I visited the 
school when she was about 
four or five. I showed her 
the outhouse and asked, 
“Kate, do you know what 
this is?” With an exasper-
ated sigh, she looked at me 
with her “Don’t you know” 
look and replied, “Grand-
ma, it’s a Port-A-Potty!” 
I was quickly put in my 
place!)

Now, continuing with 
Pearl’s story: On the first 
day, Pearl asked about the 
outhouse. Miss Grace re-
plied that it hadn’t been 
built yet. Fortunately, 
there was a woodland with 
towering chestnut trees 
near the school grounds. 
Recess found all of the 
students heading for the 
woods, boys to the north 
and girls to the south. Be-
fore spring, it took careful 
planning to find a seclud-
ed spot and avoid step-
ping on the smelly mess 
made by another student. 
Some of the smaller chil-
dren heeded nature’s call 
by going behind the school 
building. “Thick as turds 
behind a country school-
house,” was a common ex-
pression.

During that first week, 

Charlie Rhodes, a school 
official, visited. He asked 
Pearl how old she was, and 
she replied, “I’m ten and 
in the first grade.”

Mr. Rhodes replied, 
“Hum-m-m, little girl if 
you had started when you 
were six, you would be in 
high school in four years.” 
That got Pearl thinking 
about a poem her Pop-
pa had read to her many 
times: 

“When I was a beggarly 
boy,

And lived in the cellar 
damp,

I had not a friend or toy,
But I had Aladdin’s 

Lamp.”
Pearl worked hard to 

complete eighth grade in 
four years, and she did.

Miss Grace didn’t last 
very long. The next teach-
er didn’t last either. When 
he gave the test to deter-
mine the girls’ grade lev-
els, Pearl had been sick 
for two weeks. When she 
got her report card that 
showed she had flunked, 
she was so angry that she 
tore it into little pieces and 
threw it down a crawfish 
hole!

The next teacher was 
Reed Copeland from Ohio. 
He lied about his age--say-
ing he was 17 (not the 16 
he really was) so he could 
get the teaching job. On 
the first day, Mr. Cope-
land asked what grades 
they were in. Irene said 
fourth. Pearl also said she 
was in the fourth grade. 
By two weeks before her 
fourteenth birthday, Pearl 
passed the exam and was 

the first from the moun-
tain to complete the eighth 
grade. All four girls, Irene, 
Pearl, Pauline, and Oma 
became teachers. And it all 
began on Chestnut Moun-
tain!

My mother, Oma Bragg 
O’Bryan, was a poet and 
an artist. She wrote this 
poem:

THE ONE-ROOM 
SCHOOL

The one-room school
Most a thing of the past,
There it stands all alone
Not long can it last.
With its desks, all bro-

ken

The seats all gone
The boards that were 

painted
Have now passed on
The hooks on the wall
Where our coats once 

hung,
Are rusted and ruined
They can’t last long.
The pot-bellied stove
The coal bucket, too,
Are no longer present
In the school, I once 

knew.
The ivy is a climbing
Over the schoolhouse 

eaves,
With tendrils soft and 

tender

Hear the fluttering of the 
leaves.

The windows all around 
With broken panes you 

see,
The bats fly in and out
Frantically dancing with 

glee.
The one-room school
Most a thing of the past
There it stands all alone
How long can it last?
“The One-Room School,” 

WHERE I LONG TO GO, 
O’Bryan, Oma Bragg, Van-
tage Press, 1974.

Personal Stories, Cham-
berlin, Pearl Bragg Laska 
(1909-2012)

Libby O’Bryan Coffin

The author said, “This picture of the Chestnut Mountain School 
was taken years ago. I remember going there with my grandpar-
ents. Later, after the school closed, a steeple tower was added. 
The building was restored and became Chestnut Mountain Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.” Photo provided by Libby O’Bryan Cof-
fin

A Halloween mask and gloves are staged 
in a pile of leaves. Scene created by Den-
ver Abshire

Memories of the Past: Halloween Tricks and Treats

Halloween has long been 
one of my favorite times 
of the year. I love pump-
kins with their toothy, evil 
grins, witches with their 
pointy hats and black cats, 
and the delicious candy. 
I especially love getting 
to dress up as anyone or 
anything my heart de-
sires. There’s something 
so thrilling about finding 
the perfect costume. I love 
a good vampire or witch 
costume to this day.

For my Dad and I, the 
one thing even better was 
going to haunted houses. 
If we were not going to 
one, we were planning our 
own.

It all started when I 
was 16, and we went to 

a haunted house at the 
Green Valley Fire Depart-
ment. We took my Dad’s 
friend Matt with us, and 
off we went. We waited in 
a very long line. At first, 
we thought it was going 
to be terrible, but then the 
lights went out, the strobe 
lights came on, and the 
laughter dried up.

We got to the werewolf 
in a jail cell and were 
given instructions to not 
try and touch the actors. 
What did I do? I tried to 
touch the werewolf, but 
the strobe light made it 
impossible to tell exactly 
where he was. Then came 
the maze: pitch black and 
sharp corners. Naturally, 
yours truly got hopelessly 
lost. I would probably still 

be in there to this day if 
Matt hadn’t come back for 
me.

After that experience, 
my Dad and I started try-
ing to figure out how to 
recreate the most basic ef-
fects for a haunted house 
of our own. We managed 
to determine a few things 
and, over the years, put on 
a few really good haunt-
ed houses of our own. 
We had help from friends 
along the way. Dad always 
wanted Matt by his side 
to help, and there were 
others over the years with 
whom Dad had a wonder-
ful time.

At Halloween, my Dad 

became like a kid in a can-
dy store. So happy and full 
of excitement. I vividly re-
call one year he dressed up 
as a phantom and came to 
my house trick or treating 
to try and scare me. Those 
little things made him so 
happy. I loved sharing 
them with him, and I love 
Halloween with my kids 
still. We went to a play of 
Frankenstein this year, 
carrying on the traditions 
started many years ago.

The memories of those 
years are the greatest 
Halloween treat I’ve ever 
received. I hope this Hal-
loween is full of treats for 
you and your family.

Lisa Abshire



(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
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RIGID WAFER LESSON BITTENYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The women who committed to losing weight by 

walking were making — GREAT STRIDES

”“
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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All Rights Reserved.
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WIPER SNACK FIXATE VISUALYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The distance between NYC and Tokyo in an air-

plane is 6,739 miles — AS THE “CREW” FLIES

Ans.
here:
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Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC SERVICE
COMMISSION 

OF WEST VIRGINIA
CHARLESTON

CASE NO. 23-0735-E-ENEC 
MONONGAHELA POWER 
COMPANY and, THE POTO-
MAC EDISON COMPANY

Petition and General In-
vestigation to determine 
reasonable rates and 
charges on and after Jan-
uary 1, 2024.
NOTICE OF FILING 

AND HEARING
On August 31, 2023, 

Monongahela Power Com-
pany and The Potomac Ed-
ison Company (collectively, 
Companies) requested that 
the Commission initiate its 
annual review of Expanded 
Net Energy Costs (ENEC), 
including a review of actual 
costs and recoveries for the 
review period of July 1, 2022 
through June 30, 2023, and 
to establish new rates to 
go into effect on January 1, 
2024. The Companies re-
quest that the Commission 
approve rates that will result 
in a projected total annual 
revenue of $167,465,330. 
This requested increase 
is less than the calculated 
increase of $243,032,313 
which includes a deferred 
ENEC under-recovery bal-
ance of $267,004,039 as of 
June 30, 2023, and a project-
ed $19,913,811 over-recovery 
for the 2024 forecasted ef-
fective rate period. The Com-
panies derived the requested 
$167.47 million by taking the 
actual under-recovery bal-
ance of $267,465,330 and 
subtracting $91,898,347, 
the amount deferred from 
the last ENEC filing, Case 
No. 22-0793-E-ENEC and 
dividing the balance by half. 
In other words, the Compa-
nies propose to recover the 
$91.9 million deferred from 
the last ENEC case and half 
of the present under recov-
ery. The Companies request 
a four percent carrying 
charge for the remaining 
$75,566,983.

The proposed ENEC rates 
represent a 9.9% increase in 
total rates with an impact to 
the average residential cus-
tomer using 1,000 kWhs per 
month being an increase in 
monthly bills from $120.20 
to $129.39 or 7.8%.

This matter is scheduled 
for an evidentiary hearing 
on Thursday November 30, 
2023. The hearing will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. in the Howard 
M. Cunningham Hearing 
Room at the Public Service 
Commission, 201 Brooks 
Street, Charleston, West Vir-
ginia. The Commission may 
cancel the evidentiary hear-
ing for good cause shown. 
Interested persons intend-
ing to attend the hearing 
should monitor the Commis-
sion web docket.

Anyone desiring to inter-
vene should file a written pe-
tition to intervene not later 
than November 9, 2023. All 
petitions to intervene should 
briefly state the reason for 
the request to intervene 
and comply with the rules 
on intervention set forth 
in the Commission’s Rules 
of Practice and Procedure. 
The Commission will receive 
public comments until the 
beginning of the hearing. All 
written comments and pe-
titions to intervene should 
state the case name and 
number and be addressed 
to Karen Buckley, Execu-
tive Secretary, P.O. Box 812, 
Charleston, West Virginia 
25323. 

Public Comments may 
also be filed online at http://
w w w . p s c . s t a t e . w v . u s /
scripts/onlinecomments/
default.cfm by clicking the 
“Formal Case” link.

MONONGAHELA POW-
ER COMPANY and THE 

POTOMAC EDISON COM-
PANY

(25oc)

Left to right: Johnny Mitchell-1st place, Josh Mor-
gan-2nd place and Randy Doss Jr.-3rd place.

Group members: Johnny Mitchell Josh Morgan, Ran-
dy Doss Jr., Charlie Brown, Bernie Holiday, Fred Doss, 
Mark Morgan, Randy Doss Sr., Jerry Davis, Gene Go-
ins, Jimmy Nutter, Solomon Simmons, Freddie Hodg-
es, David Slaven, Carl Bostic. Not pictured is Frank  
Highlander and Mike Moore.

Mountaineer Horseshoe League 
Completes Successful Season

RONCEVERTE W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - The 
Mountaineer Horse-
shoe League, located in 
Ronceverte, West Vir-
ginia, has been in exis-

tence for 51 years and 
completed a successful 
2023 season with 18 
league members.

The league welcomed 
six new members and 

also welcomed back one 
member who hadn’t 
pitched for a few years. 
The league pitched two 
rounds of 16 games per 
pitcher for a total of 32 

games per pitcher. They 
had one pitcher who 
didn’t pitch this year 
due to surgery.

The top three pitchers 
were: Johnny Mitchell, 

Josh Morgan and Ran-

dy Doss Jr.

Carl Bostic was select-

ed as the Sportsman of 

the League for 2023.

85th West Virginia State Horseshoe Tournament
RONCEVERTE W.Va. 

(Hinton News) - The 
85th West Virginia 
State Horseshoe tour-
nament was held in 
Fairmont, on Aug. 26. 
A total of 42 men and 
women competed in 
the tournament.

The Mountaineer 
Horseshoe League 
from Ronceverte sent 
a total of nine pitchers 
to the tournament.

In the Men’s Class 
A Bracket: Jerry Da-
vis-Champion; Fred 
Doss-2nd; Johnny 

Mitchell-3rd; Allen Wi-
throw-4th; Gene Go-
ins-6th.

In the Men’s Class 
B Bracket: Charles 
Brown-4th; Solomon 
Simmons-6th.

In the Men’s Class C 
Bracket: Randy Doss, 
Jr-Champion; Jimmy 
Nutter-2nd.

In the Men’s Elder C 
Class: Randy Doss, Sr.-
2nd place.

The 86th West Vir-
ginia State Horseshoe 
Tournament will be 
held at The Mountain-

eer Horseshoe League 
courts located on Is-
land Park in Roncev-
erte, W.V. on August 24 
and 25, 2024.

Jerry Davis-Champion, Fred Doss, 2nd 
place, Johnny Mitchell-3rd place.
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Learn to make 3D Cemetery Dioramas 
during Carnegie Hall-O-Ween week

LEWISBURG W.Va. 
(WVDN) – Carnegie 
Hall-O-Ween celebrates 
Halloween with a week’s 
worth of special family fun 
events and classes. Run-
ning from Oct. 23 through 
Oct. 28, Carnegie Hall-O-
Ween offers exciting and 
informative opportunities 
to get you ready for Hal-
loween and Trick or Treat.

On Monday, Oct. 23, 
from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m., 
learn to construct a 
spooky hidden Hallow-
een-themed scene in the 
Altered Art: Graveyard 
Book Dioramas work-
shop led by Carnegie 
Hall Teaching Artist Teri 
Hartford. For students 13 
years of age or older. 

This fun class will teach 
participants how to cre-
ate custom dioramas us-
ing a hollowed book and 
a spooky collection of 
die cuts, mini lights, and 
specialty papers. Haunt-
ed houses, bats, ravens, 
ghosts, witches, and 
tombstones abound in 
this creepy and creative 
seasonal workshop. Reg-
istration is $18 and all 
materials are provided.

For more information 
on Carnegie Hall-O-Ween 
or for a complete list of 
classes and workshops 
and to enroll visit car-
negiehallwv.org/class-
es-and-workshops or pick 
up a Classes & Workshops 

brochure at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, West 
Virginia.

Carnegie Hall is a non-
profit organization sup-
ported by individual con-
tributions, grants, and 

fundraising efforts such 
as TOOT and The Carn-
egie Hall Gala. The Hall 
is located at 611 Church 
Street, Lewisburg, WV. 
For more information, 
please call 304.645.7917 

or visit www.carnegiehall-
wv.org.
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Talcott Post Office and Talcott Bridge
TALCOTT W.Va. (Hinton 

News) - It is time for another 
edition of A Peek into Sum-
mers County’s Past. Each 
week, local history collector 
William Jones discusses piec-
es from his extensive collec-
tion. The various items bear 
a significance to local histo-
ry. Jones has covered town 
names, businesses, events 
and other details. In this edi-
tion, Jones is talking about 
two structures that were in 
the Talcott area.

To begin the conversation, 
Jones said, “This week, I 
will be discussing two iconic 
structures that once stood in 
Talcott, and how these two 
seemingly unrelated parts of 
this town’s early structures 
had direct ties to each other, 
especially later during the 
1990s. I will also delve into 
how the railroad and, more 
importantly, the Big Bend 
Tunnel where the battle be-
tween John Henry and the 
steam drill in 1870 led to these 
two things being constructed 
in Talcott which was named 
after Captain Talcott. He was 
a civil engineer in charge of 
the construction of the tunnel 
which led to the boom of pop-
ulation and businesses after 
its completion in the area.”

“First, I will address the 
original post office, the white 
and green trimmed building 
you see in the photo. It orig-
inally sat to the left of the old 
iron bridge going across the 
Greenbrier River, which you 
also can see in this article. 
This area is now where the 
boat launch is beside where 
the current bridge sits, but I 
will go back farther in time.”

Jones continued, “The first 
post office for this area was 
known as ‘Rollinsburg’ (there 
have been multiple listed 
spellings) It was named for 
Charles K. Rollyson, who was 
one of the earliest settlers of 
this region and left many de-
scendants. One of these is my 
friend and editor for the Hin-
ton Newspaper, Rebecca Stal-
naker, who is directly related 
to Mr. Rollyson. The post of-
fice was first on the opposite 
side of the river from where it 
is today.”

“George W. Chattin was 
another early settler of this 

area, many of his descendants 
still reside in the Talcott area 
to this day. J. W. Jones and 
Brothers operated a store on 
the other side of the river as 
well,” Jones stated. “His firm 
moved across the river to the 
other side and there built a 
new store that sat in the lot to 
the right of Trinity Methodist 
Church. The post office soon 
relocated to the left of the 
bridge and the building you 
see in the photo was erected 
in the 1870s and given the 
name Talcott Post Office, just 
as the town was named in 
honor of Captain Talcott.”

“A seemingly unrelated fact 
to this piece but I will tell it 
since I had just mentioned 
J.W. Jones. A news article 
from July 15, 1875, from the 
Wheeling Register in Point 
Pleasant tells of an odd ac-
count involving Mr. Jones. 
The house of Mr. Jones, who 
sat beside his store, was struck 
by lightning. It passed down 
through the roof, making a 
large hole. Through a feather 
bed and eventually stopped 
its route in a porcelain bath-
tub that was filled with water. 
Shattering it into many piec-
es. Oddly nothing caught on 
fire and no one was harmed 
by this unusual account.”

“The Chesapeake and Ohio 
brought about a swift incline 
in businesses and people 
moving into the area in the 
1870s. Businesses needed 
to be near the train depot to 
ship and unload their mer-
chandise more easily. Which 
brought an influx of more 
residents in new towns like 
Talcott that centered around 
the railroad boom. This sub-
sequently brought other busi-
nesses such as doctors, hotels, 
schools and the short-lived 
Talcott Bank and Gratuity 
Company that remained open 
for only one month in 1907.”

“The old original iron Tal-
cott bridge you see here in the 
photo was erected in 1905. 
The Talcott Toll Bridge Com-
pany began taking applica-
tions on March 15, 1905 for 
a new 16ft toll bridge to be 
erected to span the Greenbri-
er River in Talcott. This new 
bridge would be installed at 
the same location that the 
Talcott ferry service had been 
in operation since the 1870s. 
Where you could pay a small 

fee to be shuttled to the other 
side of the river. This is why 
the green and white building 
you see here was convenient-
ly located adjacent to the ferry 
and then the bridge once it 
was opened.”

Continuing, Jones noted, 
“The State Road Commission 
deemed the old iron bridge to 
be unsafe and in need of being 
replaced in 1994. A new post 
office had been established on 
the opposite side of the river 
to the left of the bridge to re-
place the wooden structure in 
the photo as it was getting in 
disrepair due to its age before 
the brick post office building 
was constructed, which is the 
one currently being used.”

“I haven’t been able to find 
much information about ear-
ly postmasters in Talcott. But 
most everyone from this area 
either knew or had heard of 
Katherine Glass or ‘Chick’ as 
her friends called her. Chick 
Glass was the postmistress at 
this post office for years and 
years. She was good friends 
with my grandfather Ber-
nard Thompson. The two 
of them and other local kids 
ran around a lot during their 
younger years in Talcott.”

“Granddad always told the 
story of when he, Chick, and 
two or three other kids in their 
early teens decided to steal 
a watermelon. They stopped 
off in an empty lot in Talcott 
to eat it. Then suddenly the 
northern lights appeared in 

the sky. This terrified them 
all, all they could think was 
the end of the world was oc-
curring and here they had just 
stolen a watermelon. So they 
all hurried and returned it to 
the yard they had just taken 
it from. He would always be 
cracking up when he would 
get to the end of this tale.”

“I digress, thankfully Jim-
my Costa, a Summers County 
historian saw the value of this 
early post office building and 
began the tedious process of 
tearing the building down 
piece by piece. He then recon-
structed it beside his home 
on the other side of the river 
in Barger Springs. He did so 
because it would have been 
torn down to make for the ad-
ditional room needed for the 
new bridge to be construct-
ed.”

“Its construction was com-
pleted around 1995. I remem-
ber being in Mr. Tabor’s 3rd 
grade class at Talcott School. 
The entire school walked 
down the path on the hill in 
front of the school to go over 
to watch the new bridge rib-
bon-cutting ceremony. In 
writing this piece my friend 
Loyd Lowery told me that 
he remembered recording 
the ceremony on his parent’s 

VHS camcorder. Not many 
kids nowadays know what 
VHS is. Haha.”

“An interesting little fact 
about the Talcott Post Of-
fice is that a member of my 
Thompson family has had the 
same box at the post office 
for well over 120 years. First 
was my great-great-great-
grandfather L.W. Thompson. 
He used it for his orchard 
near Talcott. I have mail of 
his from the 1940s and his 
address was simply ‘L.W. 
Thompson Fruit Grower [PO 
Box number] Talcott, W. Va.’ 
After he passed away in 1949 
my great grandfather, O.D. 

Thompson, his son took it 
over for his business he had 
in Talcott, Thompsons Ga-
rage. After he died in 1972 my 
grandfather took it over and 
started using it for the various 
businesses he had. To this day 
a Thompson family member 
still has the same Post Office 
Box.”

This is the end of another 
edition of A Peek into Sum-
mers County’s Past. Did you 
know about these early struc-
tures in Talcott?

Anyone wishing to submit 
a story from the area’s history 
can email news@hintonnews.
com.

William Jones

The old Talcott Bridge. Photo provided by 
William Jones

The old Talcott Post Office. Photo provid-
ed by William Jones


