






(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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SWISH GLORY EQUATE BEHOLDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: She’d just opened her own hair salon and was 

experiencing — “SHEAR” DELIGHT

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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LEMUR UNION REGRET SALARYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: For all the movies set in outer space, the Milky 

Way galaxy has had a — STARRING ROLE

” -“
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�%�H�U�Q�D�U�G���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q�¶�V���U�D�F�L�Q�J���K�H�O�P�H�W�����3�K�R-
�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V�)�U�D�P�H�G���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�V���S�H�U�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���U�D�F�H���F�D�U�����3�K�R�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V��

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: A race car

SUMMERS COUNTY 
W.Va. (WVDN) - It is time 
for another edition of A 
Peek into Summers Coun-
ty’s Past. Each week, local 
history collector William 
Jones discusses pieces 
from his collection and 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�� �V�L�J�Q�L�¿-
cance to the area. In this 
edition, the topic turns to 
a race car.

To begin, Jones said, 
�³�7�K�L�V�� �Z�H�H�N�¶�V�� �V�H�U�L�H�V�� �L�V�� �L�Q��
respect to something that 
came about from three 
men’s love for thrills and 
automobiles. My grand-
father, Bernard Thomp -
son, has either been men-
tioned or the stories have 
centered around him in 
a few of my past pieces. 
From his coal business 
in Talcott to having run 
Thompson’s Garage in 
Talcott. This time the sto-
ry involves his race car 
that he had in the 1950s.”

Continuing the narra -
�W�L�Y�H���� �-�R�Q�H�V�� �V�W�D�W�H�G���� �³�0�\��
grandfather and two of 
his friends had always 
been enthralled with cars, 
trucks and working in 
a garage. So Granddad, 
Mr. Kessler, ‘John’ as we 
called him and Kenneth 
Willey decided to build 
a race car in 1957 from a 
1932 Ford Kenneth had 
recently bought. It was 
built from a 1932 Ford 
and had the number 3 
painted on the doors. The 
helmet you see in the pho-
tos was Granddad’s hel-
�P�H�W�����+�H���S�D�L�Q�W�H�G���À�D�P�H�V���R�Q��
�L�W�� �W�R�� �U�H�V�H�P�E�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �À�D�P�H�V��
that were painted on the 
car. In writing this piece 
I was struggling to recall 
what years he had the race 
car. Granddad always 
documented everything. 
�,�� �W�R�R�N�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�O�P�H�W�� �R���� �R�I��
�W�K�H���V�K�H�O�I�����À�L�S�S�H�G���L�W���X�S�V�L�G�H��
down, and found a note he 
had placed inside of it that 
reads: ‘Bernard Thomp-

son Racing Helmet 1957, 
1958 and 1959.’”

�³�*�U�D�Q�G�G�D�G���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�Z�D�\��
in 2018 at the age of 90. 
John Kesler of Lowell, 
West Virginia, passed 
away in 2018, he was 88. 
Last but not least Kenneth 
Willey, who is 94 years 
young this year, still lives 
in Hilldale, West Virginia. 
The trio only won two rac -
es during their three years. 
One of which was in 1958, 
�W�K�H�\���W�R�R�N���¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H�����,���V�W�L�O�O��
have this trophy buried in 
my collection. In talking 
with Kenneth’s son David 
he can remember only be-
ing 5 years old at the time 
but vividly going to the 
races with them.”

�-�R�Q�H�V���V�D�L�G�����³�7�K�H�\���Z�R�X�O�G��
load their race car on a 
trailer or in the back of 
Granddad’s dump truck 
that he bought his coal in 
and haul it to the Rupert 
Speedway. You can see in 
the photo one of the orig-
inal tickets to one of the 

races they competed in. 
The old newspaper clip-
ping is from a photo of the 
car that was in The Hin-
ton Newspaper in 1958 
taken when the car was 
being worked on in front 
of Thompson’s Garage in 
Talcott and reads ‘Number 
3 stock car racer owned by 
Bernard Thompson and 
John Kesler of Talcott and 
driven by Smoky Iddings 
won second place in a ten 
�O�D�\�V���K�H�D�W�����¿�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H��
Australian pursuit and 
�¿�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �D�P�D�W�H�X�U��
main event at the Rupert 
Speedway Friday, August 
17.’”

�³�*�U�D�Q�G�G�D�G�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�L-
mary driver in the races 
after the untimely death of 
�6�P�R�N�\�� �,�G�G�L�Q�J�V���� �-�R�K�Q�� �¿�O�O-
ing in from time to time. 
Kenneth would ‘warm 
the car up’, as Granddad 
would say, by driving it 
around the track a few 
laps prior to the start of 
a race in order to ‘prime 

it.’ David recalled there 

being wrecks during races 

and drivers going over an 

�H�P�E�D�Q�N�P�H�Q�W���R�����W�K�H���W�U�D�F�N��

and down the hill towards 

a pond. This leads me to 

my favorite memory of my 

grandparents telling sto -

ries of his racing days.”

To complete the story, 

�-�R�Q�H�V�� �V�D�L�G���� �³�0�\�� �J�U�D�Q�G-

mother, Bea Thompson, 

always told me the story 

about the only time she 

went to one of the races. 

That granddad had never 

wrecked the car or was in-

�M�X�U�H�G�����6�K�H���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���D��

race in 1956, she was preg-

nant with my Uncle Bob. 

The race had just begun 

and Granddad lost control 

�R�I���W�K�H���F�D�U���D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�����W�K�H��

�W�U�D�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �À�L�S�S�H�G�� �L�W�� �R�Y�H�U��

an embankment. ‘Nanny’ 

as I called her, said she got 

so upset and sick by what 

she had just seen that she 

never went back to anoth-

er race. Then Granddad 

would chime in and say, 

‘Nope, she didn’t come 

back, which was why I 

never wrecked again.’ 

And would just laugh and 

�O�D�X�J�K���D�V���K�H���Z�D�O�N�H�G���R�����´

This concludes anoth-

er edition of A Peek into 

Summers County’s Past. 

Have you heard about any 

of these races? Were there 

any other racers in the 

county?

If you have a story re-

garding the area’s history 

to share, send an email to 

news@hintonnews.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

Read All About it: The Annual 
Friends of the Summers County 

Library Book Sale coming to Hinton
HINTON W.Va. (Hin -

ton News) - The Annu-

al Friend of the Sum-

mers County Public 

Library Book Sale is 

once again coming to 

Hinton during Rail -

road Days. According 

to an announcement, 

the sale will take place 

in the Masonic Lodge 

next to Kirks Market at 

318 Temple Street in 

Hinton. The event will 

run from Oct. 12 to 15. 

That Thursday and Sun-

day will be from 10 a.m. 

until 4 p.m. The Friday 

and Saturday hours are 

10 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Donations for the book 

sale will be accepted un-

til Oct. 7. All donations 

may be dropped off on 

Saturdays only between 

10 a.m. and 2 p.m. The 

Friends note that they 

are not accepting ency-
clopedias, magazines, 
textbooks, blue books, 
cassette tapes or VHS 
tapes.
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