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FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

���ˆ�Ð�‹�…�‡�����‘�—�”�•�ã��
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

Last week we continued looking at what the cross represents to us. We saw how the 
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What The Cross Of Christ Represents
Continued (Part 4)

�E�\���'�D�Y�L�G���3�D�G�¿�H�O�G
The Power Of The Gospel
The cross was the means by which Christ would draw men unto 

Him and the salvation He offers. In the very shadow of the cross 
we hear Jesus praying to His Father: “Now My soul is troubled, 
and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for this 
purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name. Then a voice 
�F�D�P�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �K�H�D�Y�H�Q���� �V�D�\�L�Q�J���� �,�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�R�W�K�� �J�O�R�U�L�¿�H�G�� �L�W�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�L�O�O�� �J�O�R�U�L�I�\��
it again. Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that 
it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to Him. Jesus 
answered and said, This voice did not come because of Me, but 
for your sake. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all peoples to Myself. This He said, signifying by what death He 
would die.” (John 12:27-33).

The story of the cross is the very foundation of the gospel (1 Cor. 
15:1-4), which is God’s power unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). “For the 
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18).

New Testament preachers did not use carnal means to draw men 
�W�R�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�²�W�K�H�� �V�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�U�R�V�V�� �Z�D�V�� �V�X�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W���� �7�R�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �Z�K�R�� �O�R�Y�H��
the Lord the story of the cross will never grow old. There will never 
be a cry to “preach something new” or “update the message for the 
times.”

Conclusion
Jesus Christ is the centerpiece of human history—time throughout 

the world is reckoned by His birth. For all eternity the redeemed will 
�E�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �-�H�V�X�V���� �³�W�K�H�� �¿�U�V�W�E�R�U�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�D�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �U�X�O�H�U�� �R�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H��
kings of the earth,” the One who “loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood and has made us kings and priests to His God 
and Father” (Rev. 1:5-6).

Copyright���‹�������������'�D�Y�L�G���3�D�G�¿�H�O�G��
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Paid for by Shockley Hill church of Christ. 

We meet at 3293 Tug Creek Mountain Road 
Sunday Morning Worship 9:30
Bible Study 10:30
Worship 11:15
Wednesday Bible Study 6:30
We would love to have you come and study with us. 
304-466-5907, 304-445-5115, 304-860-7179

Main Street Care
304-466-6090
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SUMMERS COUNTY HOSPITAL 3RD FLOOR

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents
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Concord University to Host West Virginia 
Court of Appeals session

ATHENS, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) – As 
part of campus activities 
for Constitution Day, Con-
cord University will host 
the West Virginia Interme-
diate Court of Appeals on 
Thursday, Sept. 21, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. in the Main 
Theater. Three arguments 
will be heard. The event is 
open to the public and will 
allow people to see the in-
ner workings of the court 
and learn about the legal 
process.

The arguments that will 
be heard include:

10:00 AM - Rule 19 ar-

gument - Charleston Area 
Medical Center, Inc. v. Ra-
leigh General Hospital and 
the WV Heath Care Au-
thority, No. 22-ICA-169

10:30 AM – Rule 20 ar-
gument – Earl J. Nicholson 
and Joyce A. Nicholson v. 
Severin POA Group, LLC, 
Antero Resources Corpo-
ration, Rockwell Resourc-
es, LLC, JEC Production, 
LLC, and Robert R. Jones, 
et al., No. 22-ICA-207

11:15 AM – Rule 19 argu-
ment – IPI, Inc. and Mat-
thew Joseph Taylor v. Ax-
iall Corporation and Eagle 
Natrium, LLC, No. 18-C-14

The appointed judges 
are Chief Judge Daniel W. 
Greear, Judge Charles Lo-
renson, and Judge Thomas 
E. Scarr.

Chief Judge Greear says, 
“We, as a Court, are thank-
ful to faculty, students, and 
staff at Concord Universi-
ty for their willingness to 
host the inaugural ICA-On 
Campus. The ICA plans to 
host one on-campus argu-
ment day during each term 
of court moving forward, 
with a different West Vir-
ginia college or university 
selected each time. My son 
is a recent Concord gradu-

ate and so it is particularly 
special for me to hear ar-
gument on that campus.”

Judge Lorensen provides 
insight into the program, 
stating, “Access to justice 
has been a priority of the 
Intermediate Court of Ap-
peals. I look forward to fur-
thering that goal amongst 
college students with the 
launch of this program.”

Judge Scarr shares his 
thoughts, “It has been 
great working with Con-
cord University on this 
event. I look forward to 
engaging with the students 
and providing them a clos-

er look at the West Virginia 
judiciary in action.”

Dr. Sally Howard, Chair 
of the Department of So-
cial Sciences says of the 
opportunity, “The Polit-
ical Science Program is 
honored to be able to ob-
serve Constitution Day 
with such an important 
and unique event. Concord 
Students will be getting a 
terrific opportunity to see 
first-hand the workings 
of one of West Virginia’s 
most important govern-
ment bodies.”

The Intermediate Court 
of Appeals was signed into 

law on April 9, 2021, after 
passing the 2021 regular 
legislative session. The law 
establishes a three-judge 
panel that will serve ten-
year, staggered terms. Gov-
ernor Jim Justice appoint-
ed the first three judges 
from a group who applied 
and were interviewed by 
the Judicial Vacancy Ad-
visory Commission. This 
court has the discretion to 
determine which cases re-
quire oral argument. More 
information can be found 
here: www.courtswv.gov/
lower-courts/intermedi-
ate-court.html

Flat Mountain Missionary 
Baptist Church to host annual 
Music on the Mountain event
ALDERSON W.Va. (Hin-

ton News) - Flat Mountain 
Missionary Baptist Church 
announces the annual Mu-
sic on the Mountain event 
beginning at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Sept. 23.

Bring your favorite lawn 
chair and enjoy numerous 
groups and individuals sing-
ing under the shade of the 
trees.

Joe Howard will open the 
meeting with gospel blue-
grass. Many local individu-
als and groups are expected 

to sing. Anyone wishing to 
sing is encouraged to at-
tend; pre-registration is not 
required.

Flat Mountain Missionary 
Baptist Church is located 
on the Monroe County side 
of Alderson, only 2.1 miles 
from the Alderson Senior 
Center. The physical ad-
dress is 4821 Flat Mountain 
Road, Alderson, WV 24910.

For more updated in-
formation, please visit the 
church’s Facebook page, or 
feel free to contact Pastor 

Randy S. Burdette at 304-
667-2897, call or text.

The host church family 
extends a warm invitation to 
attend.

Save A Lot in Hinton 
Held a Grand Reopening

HINTON W.Va. (WVDN) 
- The Save A Lot in Hinton 
has undergone extensive 
renovations on the inside 
and outside of the building. 
On Wednesday, Sept. 6, the 
store held a Grand Reopen-
ing ribbon-cutting ceremo-

ny. City and County officials 
such as Mayor Scott, Com-
missioner Gore, firefight-
ers and more attended the 
event.

To celebrate the comple-
tion of the renovations, the 
store held special sales and 
giveaways throughout the 

week.
Stop by Save A Lot, lo-

cated at 206 Main Street, 
Hinton, WV 25951 to see 
the changes in person and 
perhaps score a great deal 
on some grocery items. The 
store is open daily from 8 
a.m. until 9 p.m.

Rebecca Stalnaker

Hinton officials and Save A Lot employees gathered to cut the 
ribbon, singling the grand reopening.

September meetings 
in Summers County
Summers County Board 

of Education - Regular 
Meeting - Sept. 12 at 5 
p.m.

Summers County Com-
mission - Regular Meeting 
- Sept. 13 at 9 a.m. in the 
Commission Room in the 
Courthouse.

Summers County Public 
Library Board of Directors 
- Regular Meeting - Sept. 
14 at 5 p.m. in the library.

Hinton City Council - 
Regular Meeting - Sept. 19 
at 7 p.m. at City Hall.

Three Rivers Democratic 
Women - Regular Meeting 
- Sept. 21 at 5 p.m. on the 
patio at Kirk’s Restaurant.

Summers County Dilap-
idated Structures Com-
mittee - Regular Meeting 
- Sept. 24 at noon in the 
Roosevelt Room in the 
Memorial Building.

Summers County Board 
of Education - Regular 
Meeting - Sept. 26 at 5 
p.m.

Summers County Re-
publicans - Regular Meet-
ing - Sept. 26 at 6:30 in 
the Memorial Building.

Friends of the Summers 
County Public Library 
Book Group - Regular 

Meeting - Sept. 27 at 7 
p.m. in the library.

*This list is subject to 
change in accordance with 
changes, cancelations, and 

additions.
**If you would like to 

add a meeting to this list, 
contact news@hinton-
news.com.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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SKUNK BLOCK ORIOLE GLOSSYYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The co-owner of the restaurant was worried his 

partner had been — COOKING THE BOOKS

Ans.
here: ”“

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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LIVID NINJA TANGLE MOTIVEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Would she be able to keep the secret? There 

was — NO TELLING 

”“‘”“
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
OF WEST VIRGINIA

CHARLESTON
CASE NO. 23-0558-WS-DSIC
WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY  

Application for approval of the 2024 Distribution  
System Improvement Charge.

NOTICE OF FILING & HEARING
On June 30, 2023, West Virginia-American Water Company (WVAWC) filed an application 

for approval of a Distribution System Improvement Plan and Charge (Application) pursuant to 
the direction of the Public Service Commission of West Virginia (Commission) in its February 
24, 2016 Order that resolved WVAWC’s 2015 rate application, Case Nos. 15-0675-S-42T and 
15-0676-W-42T.

WVAWC proposes to invest approximately $70.8 million in water and $3.7 million in waste-
water infrastructure replacement and system upgrades in 2024. The investment will include 
the replacement of transmission and distribution mains, hydrants, water service lines, meters, 
wastewater collection mains manholes, wastewater service lines, pumping equipment, treat-
ment and disposal equipment, and investment in troubled or failing systems. To recover the 
costs related to the investment WVAWC is requesting an increase to its Distribution System 
Improvement Charge (DSIC). The projects proposed for 2024 are identified in the Appli-
cation, which is on file and available for public inspection at the Commission’s offices at 201 
Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia, and may be viewed on the Commission website,  
www.psc.state.wv.us. 

As with the DSIC currently in place, WVAWC proposes to recover costs associated with these 
investments through a new separate rate component on customer bills, calculated as a per-
centage of the total monthly bill for service (comprised of both the minimum meter charge and 
the volumetric rate component). WVAWC proposes to include wastewater system improvement 
costs as a component of the DSIC rate to recover proposed qualified investment in wastewater 
utility plant. The proposed DSIC rate combines the Company’s DSIC qualified wastewater reve-
nue requirements and the water revenue requirements to calculate a single DSIC rate that is the 
same percentage adder for both water and wastewater customers.

WVAWC projects that if the program and DSIC rate component is approved as requested, the 
current 5.98% DSIC adder on water customer bills will be increased to 11.16%, representing an 
increase of approximately 4.89% for average monthly usage bills. For sewer customers that have 
no current DSIC added to their bills the proposed adder will be 11.16%. The average monthly bill 
for its various classes of water and sewer customers, will change as follows:

Water Service
Customer Class $ Increase % Increase Average Usage

Residential $3.14 4.89% 3,000 gallons per month
Commercial $16.75 4.89% 16,000 gallons per month
Industrial $410.41 4.89% 650,000 gallons per month
Other Public 
Authority $30.11 4.89% 33,000 gallons per month

Sale for Resale $2,451.02 4.89% 5,652,000 gallons per month

Wastewater Service
Customer Class $ Increase % Increase Average Usage

Residential $6.99 11.16% 3,000 gallons per month
Commercial $33.45 11.16% 16,000 gallons per month
Industrial $1,323.85 11.16% 650,000 gallons per month
Other Public 
Authority $68.05 11.16% 33,000 gallons per month

Sale for Resale $11,504.62 11.16% 5,652,000 gallons per month
The increases shown above are based on averages of all customers in the indicated class. Each 

class may receive an increase greater or less than stated here. Individual customers may receive 
increases that are greater or less than average. The requested rates and charges are only a pro-
posal and are subject to changes (increases or decreases) by the Public Service Commission in its 
review of the filing. In addition, WVAWC has proposed new base rates in its pending base rate 
proceedings, Case Nos. 23-0383-W-42T and 23-0384-S-42T which have been suspended until 
February 25, 2024. The new DSIC rate increment will become effective on January 1, 2024, and 
may be modified thereafter, if ordered by the Commission, coincidental with the effective date 
of rates in Case Nos. 23-0383-W-42T and 23-0384-S-42T, which date is currently February 25, 
2024.

The Commission set a hearing date on the Application which will begin at 9:30 a.m. on No-
vember 6, 2023, in the Howard M. Cunningham Hearing Room at the Commission’s offices at 
201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia. The Commission may cancel the hearing for good 
cause shown. Interested persons intending to attend the hearing should monitor the Commis-
sion web docket.

Anyone desiring to protest or intervene should file a written protest or request to intervene 
that briefly states the reason for the protest or request to intervene. Requests to intervene must 
comply with the rules on intervention set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Proce-
dure and must be filed within twenty (20) days following the date of this publication unless oth-
erwise modified by Commission order. The Commission will receive public comments through-
out the entirety of the proceeding. All written comments and requests to intervene should state 
the case name and number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, P.O. Box 
812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. Public comments may also be filed online by clicking the 
“Formal Case” link at 

http://www.psc.state.wv.usiscripts/onlinecomments/default.cfm. 
WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
ADMINISTRATION TO 
CREDITORS, DISTRIB-

UTEES & LEGATEES
Notice is hereby given that 

the following estates have 
been opened for probate 
in the Summers Fiduciary 
Supervisor’s Office at 120 
Ballengee Street, Suite 100, 
Hinton, WV 25951‑0097. 
Any person seeking to im-
peach or establish a will 
must make a complaint in 
accordance with the pro-
visions of West Virginia 
Code § 41-5-11 – 13. Any 
interested person objecting 
to the qualifications of the 
personal representative or 
the venue or jurisdiction of 
the court, shall file written 
notice of an objection with 
the County Commission 
through the Summers Coun-
ty Fiduciary Supervisor’s of-
fice within 60 days after the 
date of the first publication 
or within 30 days of the ser-
vice of the notice, whichever 
is later. If an objection is not 
filed timely, the objection is 
forever barred. Any person 
interested in filing claims 
against an estate must file 
them in accordance with 
West Virginia Code § 44-2 
or 44-3A. 

Settlement of the estates 
of the following named 
decedents will proceed 
without reference to a fidu-
ciary commissioner unless 
within 60 days from the first 
publication of this notice a 
reference is requested by a 
party of interest or an un-
paid creditor files a claim 
and good cause is shown to 
support reference to a fidu-
ciary commissioner. 
First Publication Date: 
Wednesday, September 6, 
2023
Claim Deadline: Sunday, 
November 5, 2023
ESTATE OF: JAMES WIL-
LIAM LEFTRIDGE
A D M I N I S T R A T R I X : 
JINA SIMPSON
ESTATE OF: SHARON K. 
MCCALLISTER
EXECUTOR: JACK KES-
SEL
TRUSTEE: JACK KESSEL
ESTATE OF: VIVIAN 
YVONNE PLUMLEY
EXECUTRIX: RHONDA 
RENEE GILBERT
ESTATE OF: MARGARET 
L. ELKINS
EXECUTRIX: SHERRY 
LYNN MEAD
ESTATE OF: GERTRUDE 
COX
EXECUTRIX: LYNDIA 
WYANDT
ESTATE OF: DOROTHY 
JEWELL KEATON
CO EXECUTRIX: RITA 
JANE PACK OR
CO EXECUTOR: LONNIE 
RAY KEATON
ESTATE OF: THOMAS 
RAY TURNER

ADMINISTRATRIX: EV-
ELYN FAYE TURNER
ESTATE OF: ARNOLD 
WILLIS RYAN
EXECUTRIX: ANITA 
KAREN RYAN
ESTATE OF: CHARLES 
ROGER LESTER
EXECUTOR: CHARLES 
D. LESTER
ESTATE OF: CONRAD A. 
GRAHAM
A D M I N I S T R A T R I X 
CTA: NANCY L. LILLY
ESTATE OF: DANNY 
DALE RICHMOND
EXECUTRIX: FLORA 
MAE RICHMOND
ESTATE OF: DORIS EVE-
LYN GILL
EXECUTRIX: BONNIE 
RAINES

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me on August 25, 
2023.
Donald R. Basham Jr. 
Fiduciary Supervisor of 
Summers County
(6,13sp)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT

OF SUMMERS COUN-
TY, WEST VIRGINIA 

Child Abuse and Ne-
glect Number: 22-JA-

23 
IN THE INTEREST OF: 
SYLAS LOUK, 
PETITIONER. 
ORDER OF PUBLICA-

TION 
Hinton Daily News 
188 Foster Street 
Lewisburg, WV 24901 
TO WHOM IT MAY 
CONCERN:

The purpose of this ac-
tion is to determine the 
adoption of Sylas Louk. 
The Petitioner, the West 
Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources, is seeking con-
tinued legal and physical 
custody of said child and 
the permanency plan of 
adoption. 

It appearing that the 
whereabouts of anyone 
claiming paternity to said 
child, may presently be 
in the Summers County, 
West Virginia area, it is 
ORDERED that anyone 
claiming paternity of said 
child appear in the Circuit 
Clerk’s Office at the Sum-
mers County Courthouse 
located at 120 Ballengee 
Street, Suite 107, Hinton, 
West Virginia, 25951, or 
the Greenbrier County De-
partment of Health and 
Human Resources located 
at 316 Maplewood Ave., 
Suite 3, Lewisburg, West 

Virginia 24901, and object 
or make other defense to 
the Petitioner. Otherwise, 
adoption of the child may 
be granted to the West 
Virginia Department of 
Health and Human Re-
sources and the parental 
rights of the father to said 
child may be terminated 
or surrendered. 

Further, it is hereby 
ORDERED that anyone 
claiming paternity of said 
child be advised of his or 
their rights to have counsel 
at every stage of these pro-
ceedings, and that counsel 
will be appointed if they 
cannot pay for the services 
of counsel and that such 
proceedings may result in 
the severance of parental 
rights and the transfer of 
custody of said child to the 
Petitioner. 

Entered by the Clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Sum-
mers County, West Virgin-
ia, on the 1st day of Sep-
tember, 2023. 
/s/ Stacy Ford
STACY FORD, CLERK 
(13,20sp)

LEGAL NOTICE
TO: Anyone objecting to the 

name change of E.B.
You are hereby given notice 

that the Circuit Court of Sum-
mers County, West Virginia will 
hear the petition filed by Bran-
don Sammons to change the 
name of his minor child from 
E.B. to E.S. on November 17, 
2023 at 1:00 p.m. Anyone likely 
to be injured by Brandon Sam-
mons’ request for E.B.’s name 
to be changed or any person 
who knows of any reason why 
the name of E.B. should not 
be changed must appear at the 
hearing to oppose such change. 
The hearing may be resched-
uled without further notice or 
publication.
(13sp)

LEGAL NOTICE
TO: Anyone objecting to the 

name change of I.B.
You are hereby given notice 

that the Circuit Court of Sum-
mers County, West Virginia 
will hear the petition filed by 
Brandon Sammons to change 
the name of his minor child 
from I.B. to I.S. on November 
17, 2023 at 1:00 p.m. Anyone 
likely to be injured by Brandon 
Sammons’ request for I.B.’s 
name to be changed or any per-
son who knows of any reason 
why the name of I.B. should not 
be changed must appear at the 
hearing to oppose such change. 
The hearing may be resched-
uled without further notice or 
publication.
(13sp)

West Virginia Housing 
Development Fund breaks 

mortgage loan records
CHARLESTON, W.Va. 

(Hinton News) — The West 
Virginia Housing Devel-
opment Fund issued more 
than $20 million in afford-
able mortgage loans to buy-
ers across West Virginia in 
July, shattering previous 
records and doubling year-
over-year totals.

In just one month, the 
Fund issued 119 loans 
through our Homeowner-
ship Program for a total of 
$18 million and 15 Movin’ 
Up Program loans for a total 
of $2.4 million.

“Our programs are de-
signed to make homeown-
ership more attainable and 
affordable for West Vir-
ginians,” said Jon Rogers, 
the Fund’s Senior Division 
Manager of Single-Fami-
ly Lending. “In July alone 
we helped more than 100 
West Virginians become 
first-time homeowners 
through our Homeowner-
ship Program, which is a 
testament to the strength 

of our programs and our  
ability to meet the needs of 
West Virginians.”

The Fund’s mortgage 
loan programs are funded 
by tax-exempt bond sales, 
which allows us to offer 
competitive interest rates 
that save borrowers thou-
sands of dollars over the life 
of their loans. This is espe-
cially helpful for low- and 
middle-income homebuy-
ers, who comprise the ma-
jority of the Fund’s custom-
ers.

“Our Homeownership 
Program has been vital 
over the years in helping 
West Virginians achieve the 
dream of homeownership,” 
Rogers said. “This program 
generally offers our lowest 
interest rates, which is a 
big draw for borrowers in 
today’s rate market. Where 
traditional lenders are of-
fering rates above 7 percent, 
our rates are highly com-
petitive and can help quali-
fied buyers get into a home 

sooner while saving money 
on their monthly mortgage 
payments.”

The Homeownership Pro-
gram is generally geared 
toward first-time home-
buyers, those purchasing 
their first home in West 
Virginia, or those who are 
buying a home in targeted 
rural counties. The Movin’ 
Up Program is designed for 
middle-income or repeat 
homebuyers. Qualified bor-
rowers using either program 
can also take advantage of 
the Low Down Home Loan, 
which can cover all or part 
of their down payment and 
closing costs. Altogether, 
these programs are helping 
more West Virginians pur-
chase homes they can afford 
no matter the housing mar-
ket or rate environment.

Information on these and 
other West Virginia Hous-
ing Development Fund pro-
grams is available on our 
website, www.wvhdf.com.

Attorney General Morrisey 
urges Congress to study AI and 
its harmful effects on children

CHARLESTON, W.Va, 
(Hinton News) — As part 
of a bipartisan 54-state 
and territory coalition, 
West Virginia Attorney 
General Patrick Morrisey 
joined a letter urging Con-
gress to study how artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) can 
and is being used to exploit 
children through child sex-
ual abuse material (CSAM) 
and to propose legislation 
to protect children from 
those abuses.

“Child predators are 
hiding behind AI and 
‘deepfakes’ to fulfill and 
perpetuate their pervert-
ed and violent interest in 
children,” Attorney Gen-
eral Morrisey said. “AI is 
harming children, both 
victims of abuse as well 
as those who are harming 
children. We must put a 
stop to this.”

“We must protect our 
children from predators 
who use their likeness for 
sinister purposes. Con-
gress should do the right 
thing to stop the exploita-
tion of children.”

“AI is also being used 

to generate child sexual 
abuse material. For exam-
ple, AI tools can rapidly 
and easily create ‘deep-
fakes’ by studying real 
photographs of abused 
children to generate new 
images showing those chil-
dren in sexual positions,” 
the coalition wrote in the 
letter. “This involves over-
laying the face of one per-
son on the body of another. 
Deepfakes can also be gen-
erated by overlaying pho-
tographs of otherwise un-
victimized children on the 
internet with photographs 
of abused children to cre-
ate new CSAM involving 
the previously unharmed 
children.”

Attorney General Mor-
risey and the rest of the 
coalition ask Congress 
to form a commission to 
study specifically how AI 
can be used to exploit chil-
dren and to “act to deter 
and address child exploita-
tion, such as by expanding 
existing restrictions on 
CSAM to explicitly cover 
AI-generated CSAM.”

“We are engaged in a 

race against time to pro-
tect the children of our 
country from the dangers 
of AI,” the coalition wrote. 
“Indeed, the proverbial 
walls of the city have al-
ready been breached. Now 
is the time to act.”

West Virginia joined 
the South Carolina-, Mis-
sissippi-, North Caroli-
na-, and Oregon-led let-
ter along with Alabama, 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Delaware, 
the District of Columbia, 
Florida, Georgia. Hawaii, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mis-
souri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, North Dakota, 
Northern Mariana Islands, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsyl-
vania, Puerto Rico, Rhode 
Island, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virgin Islands, 
Virginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming.



6 Wednesday, September 13, 2023LOCAL NEWS

Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

304-701-2355
tia@wvdn.com

FOR THE INFORMED SUMMERS COUNTIAN SINCE 1877

A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Alderson Federal Prison

ALDERSON W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - It is time 
for another edition of A 
Peek into Summers Coun-
ty’s Past. Every week, 
local history collector, 
William Jones discussed 
pieces from his collection 
and their historical signif-
icance to the area. Over 
time, Jones has featured 
stores, restaurants, ser-
vice businesses, stories 
behind town names and 
much more. While not 
entirely centered around 
Summers County, in 
this edition, he is talking 
about the Alderson Feder-
al Prison.

To begin the conversa-
tion, Jones stated, “This 
week’s piece has a little 
different point of per-
spective in that it doesn’t 
only pertain to Summers 
County. The Alderson 
Federal Prison Camp is 
situated on property that 
is in both Summers and 
Monroe Counties. The 
prison first opened as the 
Federal Industrial Insti-
tute for Women on April 
30, 1927. It was the first 
federal prison for women 
in the United States.”

Continuing the tale, 
Jones said, “The 1920s 
saw a great shortage of 
places to incarcerate 
women. Female inmates 
were either placed along-
side male inmates in all-
male institutions or given 
alternative punishments 
for their federal crimes. 
About this time loca-
tions across the country 
were being sought after 
to house a new federal 
prison. According to the 
rare history book: The 
Rise and Fall of Alderson, 
West Virginia, written by 
Thomas Dixon in 1967, 
a group of businessmen 
went to Washington in the 
early 1920s, proposed for 
the prison and got it.” This 
location in West Virginia 
was selected after these 
men went to Washington 
to sell their idea for hav-
ing Alderson be the new 
site for the federal prison 
camp.”

“This location in West 
Virginia was reportedly 
selected due to it being 
isolated enough from ma-
jor population centers so 
that any potential escap-

ees wouldn’t be enticed 
to make a run for it. But 
at the same time was in 
close proximity to the 
main metropolitan areas 
on the east coast. Sum-
mers County won the bid 
for these qualifications by 
the site selection board.”

Discussing the prison’s 
beginnings, Jones noted, 
“Mary B. Harris became 
the first warden after be-
ing chosen by Mabel Walk-
er Willebrandt. Mrs. Will-
ebrandt became known as 
‘The First Lady of Law.’ 
She devoted much of her 
career to seeing that pro-
hibition was effectively 
enforced. Which brought 
about another name for 
her; ‘Prohibition’s Por-
tia.’ Still, despite this, leg-
end has it that the federal 
prison in Alderson doors 
was opened by moonshin-
ing women from up in the 
hills of West Virginia.”

“Warden Harris started 
her first year off with the 
overwhelming task of ef-
fectively overseeing the 
new facility that became 
inundated by 174 female 
inmates by the time its 
first year came to a close. 
This book was written by 
Mrs. Harris and her first-
hand perspective of her 16 
years as superintendent 
at the Federal Industrial 
Institution for Women in 
Alderson, as well as other 
jobs she held in the cor-
rections field.”

Jones went on to say, 
“I am sure fascinating 
stories could be told by 
employees of its nearly 
a century in operation. 
Especially about some 
of the famous inmates it 
has housed. Such as Bil-
lie Holiday, Axis Sally, the 
wood-be President Ger-
ald Ford assassins Sara 
Jane Moore and Squeaky 
Frome, Lulu Roman (a 
star of Hee Haw), To-
kyo Rose and last but not 
least, probably the most 
famous prisoner of recent 
times, Martha Stewart.”

Normally, I do not in-
terject much into Jones’ 
descriptions, but I have 
a small addition to this 
one. My dearly depart-
ed grandfather, Denver 
“Dickie” Abshire, worked 
at the prison for many 
years. He was working 
when some of the more 
famous inmates were 

lodged there, including 
Squeaky Frome. He al-
ways had stories from his 
time at the prison. Stories 
of training, dealing with 
inmates, strange requests, 
breaking up fights, the list 
goes on. Often, he laughed 
but occasionally told a 
tale that invoked sadness. 
Regardless, fond mem-
ories still surface when 
thinking about him telling 
those stories.

Back to your regularly 
scheduled programming, 
Jones said, “The first 
few weeks after Martha 
Stewart started her sen-
tence at the federal pris-
on, Alderson became a 
media circus! From the 
local stations to nation-
al news you wouldn’t go 
anywhere in town with-
out seeing a news report-
er. For instance, take my 
memory as just an idea of 
how things were. It was 
2004 when she served her 
5-month prison sentence 
for insider trading.”

“My mother and I were 
having lunch at the Mon-
roe Dinner on the Monroe 
side of Alderson. A report-
er walked in and everyone 
scattered and left the din-
ing room. Except for my 
mother and I. The report-
er walked up to Mom and 
asked if she would mind 
being interviewed, Mom 
said yes, thinking it must 
be a local news station.”

Jones continues, “I 
don’t remember much 
about the interview except 
for her being asked, ‘how 
Martha Stewart’s incar-
ceration has affected the 
town of Alderson?’ Mom 
gave them an answer they 
were not expecting, she 
said ‘I think everyone is 
blowing it out of propor-
tion! I do not know why 
they are referring to it as 
‘Camp Cupcake.’ She is 
being treated no differ-
ently than any of the other 
inmates! I know because I 
have several family mem-
bers and friends that work 
at the prison. Martha had 
done nothing more than 
what any other criminal 
has done. It is just that 
she had a famous name 
when she did it.’”

“The anchor thanked 
Mom when the interview 
ended and shook her hand. 
We finished our meal and 
went home without think-

ing twice about it. That 
night the phone started 
to ring with people saying 
things like ‘Cheryl I just 
saw you on TV!’ Again, we 
didn’t think twice about it. 
It wasn’t until her friend 
from Charleston called 
her and said the same 
thing that we started to 
track it down. It turns out 
that Mom had been inter-
viewed by a reporter for 
Entertainment Tonight 
and was seen nationally. 
Best of all she had no idea 
she was being interviewed 
for a show everyone could 
see across the country just 
hours before!”

Jones also noted, “Al-
dersons, a department 
store in Alderson that first 
opened in 1887 and in 
2004 was being run by the 
late Betty Alderson. Betty 
created three t-shirts with 
catchy sayings during 
Martha’s time in Alderson. 
One was ‘West Virginia 
Living: It’s a Good Thing,’ 
‘I Spent Time in Alderson, 
WV,’ and my favorite, ‘Al-
derson, WV A Great Place 
to Spend Time.’ Martha 
would send all of her fam-
ily and friends who came 
to see her to the store. 
Betty never got to meet 
or speak to Martha before 
she passed.”

“Betty’s daughter, Sar-
ah Alderson, who now 
runs the store did get to 
speak to her. She called 
the store to try to find a 
way of locating the ceram-
ics teacher who taught 
at the prison during her 
time there. She was try-

ing to locate the molds for 
a nativity scene that she 
had made in a class while 
she was an inmate there. 
She ended up locating the 
molds and unveiled them 
on her website last Christ-
mas. She was featured on 
the Tonight Show about it 
last November. Martha, 
who was 81 at the time, 
explained to Jimmy Fal-
lon, ‘Well, I was at this 
very lovely federal camp 
down in Alderson, West 
Virginia.’ They had a ce-
ramics class. And I chose 
to spend my evenings 
making ceramics.’ Mr. 
Fallon leaned over to her, 
covered her ears and said 
‘Prison!’ They both shared 
a lot of laughter.”

To wrap up, Jones said, 
“I have had several fami-
ly members from aunts, 
uncles, cousins, grand-
parents and great grand-

parents and many friends 
who have worked there. 
Many of which worked 
long enough to retire. Of 
all of the stories they told 
of their time employed at 
the prison, the ones that 
involved Martha Stew-
art are my favorite. Of all 
the businesses Summers 
County has seen since be-
ing formed in 1871. The 
federal prison in Alderson 
and its inmate count has 
always been a large source 
of revenue, bringing in 
more federal funds to the 
county.”

This is the end of anoth-
er edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past. 
If you have a tale from the 
area’s history to share, 
send an email to news@
hintonnews.com. Be sure 
to check back next week 
for another look at the 
county’s past.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

The opening pages of “I Knew Them in Prison,” a book by Mary 
B. Harris. Photo provided by William Jones.


