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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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FORCE WOVEN KARATE SLUDGEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The student’s excuse for failing the test was that 

he had a — LOW-GRADE FEVER

Answer
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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PROXY AWARE FAMOUS ACCORDYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: They had a great time golfing, though they didn’t 

do well, which was  — PAR FOR THE COURSE
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FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.
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M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299
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A Peek into Summers County’s Past: Dairies

SUMMERS COUNTY W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - It is time for 
another edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past. Every 
week, local history collector, 
William Jones, discusses vari-
ous pieces in his collection and 
�W�K�H�L�U���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���V�L�J�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�����7�K�H��
items range from photographs 
to ceiling tiles. This edition is 
�D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���G�D�L�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q�F�H���¿�O�O�H�G��
the county.

To begin the discussion, 
Jones said, “During the course 
of this series, we have discussed 
numerous businesses through-
out Summers County, such as 
pharmacies, convenient stores 
and hotels, to name a few. Now 
comes one that was quite pop-
ular and successful throughout 
the county, dairies. West Virgin-
ia once had a large amount of 
producing dairy farms, which 
is obvious by how many were 
in Summers County. As of 
2020, West Virginia only had 32 
working dairy farms that pro-
duced 12.9 million gallons of 
milk that year.”

While there were many such 
businesses in the area, there 
are some that are on Jones’ ra-
dar more than others. He stat-
�H�G�����³�/�H�W�¶�V���¿�U�V�W���D�G�G�U�H�V�V���*�U�H�H�Q�H�U��
Acres Dairy in Lowell, West 
Virginia, started by Bill and Jo 
�+�D�O�V�W�H�D�G�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �W�K�H�\�� �¿�U�V�W�� �V�W�D�U�W-
ed pasteurizing milk in 1956 
and delivering door to door in 

Hinton, Nimitz, Sandstone, Al-
derson, Ronceverte, Lewisburg, 
Maxwelton and to all points in 
between. They stopped selling 
door to door in 1977 but contin-
ued selling milk to other dair-
�L�H�V���X�Q�W�L�O���������������0�\���*�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U��
Bernard Thompson drove one 
of their delivery trucks part time 
in 1959.”

“The green receipt [in the 
�S�K�R�W�R�@�� �L�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �*�U�H�H�Q�H�U�� �$�F�U�H�V��
Dairy, dated September 29, 

1959. He had driven for the 
months of May, June, July and 
August, and his pay was $21.50. 
You might be thinking that was 
a small amount for 4 months of 
work. But remember, he was 
only part time. And when you 
�I�D�F�W�R�U�� �L�Q�� �L�Q�À�D�W�L�R�Q���� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
be the equivalent of $225.42 in 
today’s dollars. Plus, a dollar 
went farther in those days. Keep 
in mind that gas was only 30 
cents a gallon then, so that was 
pretty good pay for a part time 
delivery man in those days.”

The second business on Jones’ 
list is Holloran’s Dairy. He said, 
“Next is Holloran’s Dairy in 
Talcott, started by Eddie (Chub-
by) and Betty Holloran. It was 
established in the 1930s and 
was moved to the 1000 acre 
Bacon Plantation in Talcott in 
1938. My grandfather drove 
their delivery truck part time 
for decades as well. Talking 
to my Uncle Bob Thompson, 
Bernard’s son that now lives in 
Upper Falls, West Virginia, he 
told me that during the second 
World War, Bernard got pulled 
over for speeding driving a Hol-
loran’s Dairy milk truck doing 
the break neck speed of 35mph. 
According to the story, the state 
trooper allegedly threatened to 
take him to jail but let him go 
because he was delivering food 
to people.”

“The Holloran family, when 
needing extra help, would call 
�*�O�D�G�\�V�� �7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���� �P�\�� �J�U�H�D�W��
grandmother, when granddad 
and Uncle Leonard were teen-
agers in the early 1940s, to see 
if they wanted to come to the 
dairy to work. Not having much 
else to do during the summer 
months, they would agree, and 
their father, Orice Thompson, 
would take them over to the 
dairy. Uncle Leonard loved 
bottling the chocolate milk. He 

would have a glass beside him. 
When he would drink a glass of 
chocolate milk he could then 
reach up and turn the spigot on 
�W�K�H�� �V�W�D�L�Q�O�H�V�V�� �V�W�H�H�O�� �W�D�Q�N�� �W�R�� �¿�O�O�� �L�W��
up again. His only pay was hav-
ing all of the chocolate milk he 
could drink.”

Jones continued, saying, “My 
Uncle Bob went on the deliv-
ery truck once delivering milk 
door to door. At every stop the 
customers wanted to talk. The 
further along the route they 
went, the more his father, Ber-
nard Thompson and his uncle 
would blow the horn and yell 
for him to hurry up. They were 
supposed to get the milk deliv-
ered before the sun came out. 
But, the further they went, the 
more behind they got. Towards 
the end of the route customers 
started complaining that they 
were running so late. Uncle 
Bob’s only pay was one choco-
late milk. He was never invited 
again to help deliver the milk 
for some reason. Ha Ha.”

“The photo you see of ‘Brud’ 
Holloran Jr. standing beside one 
of the dairy’s delivery trucks is 
also the truck my grandfather 
Bernard used to drive. My fa-
ther, David Jones, can recall 
that in the early 1960s his father 
was injured while working at 
the federal prison in Alderson. 
‘Brud’ had also gone to work at 
the prison. During the time my 
grandfather was recuperating 
from his injuries, Brud would 
drop milk off on his way to 
work at the gate to our farm in 
Pence Springs as he worked the 
evening shift. Dad and his sis-

ters would carry the glass bot-
tles of milk home after they got 
off the school bus. And would 
then take the empty bottles to 
the road the next morning when 
they would catch the bus for 
Brud to pick up as he delivered 
milk that evening.”

Jones continued by listing 
some of the other dairies that 
once served the county. He said, 
“I am sure there were others 
throughout the years, but some 
of the other dairies included 
the Hinton Dairy, the Homer 
Kessler Dairy in Lowell (which 
�\�R�X���F�D�Q���V�H�H���¿�Y�H�������������D�Q�G������������
receipts in the photo) sold high 
grade cream, milk and butter, 
Thompson’s Dairy located on 
Beach Run, Deeds Dairy in 
�-�X�P�S�L�Q�J���%�U�D�Q�F�K�����*�U�H�H�Q�H�U���$�F�U�H�V��
dairy delivered milk to Pence 
Springs school. And since Tal-
cott High School was located 
closer to Hollorans Dairy, they 
got the contract to supply them 
with milk. The same goes for 
the other dairies in the county. 
The ones in the closest proxim-
ity to the schools were awarded 
the contract by the board of ed-

ucation.”
Finally, Jones said, “An inter-

esting thing that happened with 
all of these dairies during World 
War II was having to increase 
the price of their products. An 
ad I ran across from July 13, 
1946 For Holloran’s Dairy 
reads ‘Notice, due to the high 
price of feed and the discontin-
uance of milk subsidies July 1, 
we are compelled to advance 
the price of milk to 18 cents a 
quart effective July 16, 1946 
Beech Valley Dairy Holloran’s 
Dairy Producers of grade A 
milk’. The glass milk bottle you 
see here is one from Hollorans. 
I had looked and looked for one 
�I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���¿�Q�D�O�O�\���I�R�X�Q�G���R�Q�H��
on eBay last year.”

This brings us to the end of 
another edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past. Did 
you know about all of these 
dairies? Do you know of others 
not listed here? If so, send us an 
email!

If you have a story from 
Summers County’s history, let 
us know by emailing news@
hintonnews.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

A selection of items relating to local dair -
ies. Photo provided by William Jones.


