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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
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NOISY PRUNE SKETCH PALACEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: When it came to summiting the mountain, 

summer was the — PEAK SEASON
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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FLUKE SPELL BITTER MUFFINYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: He was pretty sure he knew what the hat was 

made from because it — FELT LIKE FELT
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
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Now accepting all major credit cards.

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

���ˆ�Ð�‹�…�‡�����‘�—�”�•�ã��
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

A peek into Summers County’s past: CJ’s Store

SUMMERS COUNTY 
(Hinton News) - It is time 
for another edition of A 
Peek into Summers Coun-
ty’s Past. Each week, local 
history collector William 
Jones discusses pieces from 
his collection and their sig-
�Q�L�¿�F�D�Q�F�H�� �W�R�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
Some weeks focus on a sin-
gle item, and others feature 
multiple related topics. In 
this edition, Jones pres-
ents information on a chain 
store that once operated out 
of several locations in the 
county, CJ’s Store.

To begin the conversation, 
Jones said, “This week’s 
�S�L�H�F�H���L�V���D���E�L�W���G�L���H�U�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�D�W��
it is not any one item of local 
history per se but yet, a his-
torical archaeological sal-
vage from a local business. A 
business in Bellepoint, West 
Virginia, that many folks in 
our area either went to as a 
child or heard stories about 
over the years. The business 
I am going to be discussing 
is CJ’s Store.”

This particular business 
was once a popular store 
far and wide. Talking about 
the type of things one might 
�¿�Q�G�� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�U�H����
Jones noted, “CJ’s was a 
chain of convenience stores 
of sorts in southern West 
Virginia much like Little 
General or Go Mart is today. 
There were CJ’s Stores in 
Greenville, Ronceverte, Re-
nick, Maxwelton, Alderson, 
Shady Spring and Talcott to 
name a few of the locations. 
There was also one of their 
stores in Bellepoint which 
this article is about. It sat on 
Greenbrier Drive across the 
street from Jarrells Exxon 
and beside Hinton Hard -
ware. Richard and Gemma 
Leftwich acquired the build -
ing in 2016 in order to tear 
it down and expand their 
hardware store.”

“Even though I am a local 
historian and preservation -
ist at heart, this building 
was in such disrepair it had 
to be razed. In recent years 
you may remember the late 
Otis Long had an antique 
store in it for its last use as a 
store. Kent Bartgis who is a 
resident of Avis told me that 
when he was a child Pinky 
Chick Yates operated the 
store and lived in the sec-
�R�Q�G���À�R�R�U�� �D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
building for years. He, as 
well as Kay Payne, bought 
candy there after school 
when they were children.”

Jones has spoken to mul-

tiple locals about the area 
installations of CJ’s Stores.

“Ginger Snider, a resident 
of Avis, told me that when 
she was a child the store was 
run by a man named Turk 
Gunnoe. She too would go 
there as a child because it 
was a good place to spend 
your candy money unless 
you crossed the road to Guy 
Pack’s to buy an ice cream 
cone,” Jones stated. “I di-
gress, Snider can remem-
ber it was a game to see if 
Prince Rollyson could get 
your cone dipped before he 
would drop the ashes from 
the cigarette he always had 
hanging out of his mouth. 
The founder of CJ’s chain of 
stores was CJ Cashdorf. The 
‘old timers’ like my grandfa -
ther always referred to his 
stores, especially the one in 
Talcott where he was raised 
as ‘CJ’s Cash Store’. M.T. 
Moss of Mountaineer Foods 
bought out the CJ’s chain of 
stores and they all eventual-
ly closed their doors.”

Additionally, Jones said, 
“The Leftwich family gave 
me the privilege of removing 
the fabulous tin ceiling from 
the building before they had 
it torn down in 2016 to build 
their addition. With the help 
of two of my friends, we 
worked for nearly a week to 
painstakingly remove the 

ceiling tiles piece by piece. 
The hardest part of the job 
was removing the elaborate 
tin crown molding along the 
outer edge of the building.”

At this point, the tale takes 
a personal turn for Jones. 
He said, “I had the ceiling 
tiles in storage from 2016 
until my family purchased 
my grandmother’s farm/
house in Pence Springs. 
My grandparents Gene and 
Catherine Jones purchased 
this farm in 1962. The house 
is a 1950s ranch style with 
the original knotty pine pan -
�H�O�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �K�D�U�G�Z�R�R�G�� �À�R�R�U�V��
throughout the house. The 
�K�D�U�G�Z�R�R�G�� �À�R�R�U�V�� �D�U�H�� �I�U�R�P��
the Meadow River Lum-
ber Company in Rainelle. 
The house sits on the same 
site as the Hines Boarding 
House did in the 1800s. It 
even has some of the origi-
nal hand-cut square foun-
dation stones used under 
the house from when the 
boarding house burned.”

“The plan after the res-
toration of the house is 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�X�P�P�H�U�� �L�V�� �W�R��
turn it into a vacation rental 
and call it Hines Boarding 
House 2.0. The ‘2.0’ is used 
to denote a more advanced 
version of an original con-
cept. Since this house sits 
in the exact same location 
and even uses some of the 

original foundation stones, 
however, the current house 
will have propane heat, air 
conditioning, and all of the 
modern amenities including 
�Z�L�¿���� �,�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �D�� �P�X�F�K���L�P-
proved version of the origi-
nal.”

Continuing to regale the 
story, Jones said, “You 
may be wondering what 
this house in Pence Springs 
has to do with CJs Store in 
Bellpoint? Well as I had 
mentioned my family is in 
the process of restoring my 
grandmother’s farmhouse. 
The smallest of the 3 bed-
rooms needed a new ceiling. 
So we restored the individ-
ual ceiling tiles and my fa-
ther, who is a lifelong car-
penter, meticulously rebuilt 
the ceiling in this bedroom 
to look much like it would 
have looked in the original 
CJs building when it was 
built in the 1910s from the 
tin ceiling tiles that I had 
salvaged from this historic 
store building in 2016.”

“Not directly related to 
this piece about the ceiling in 
CJ’s, it does involve the CJ’s 
store building. You may re-
member the old large rusty 
porcelain ‘Flowers Bread’ 
sign that hung on the left of 
this building from the 1930s 
until the early 2000s, Jones 
concluded. “My car was bro-

ken down so my grandfa-
ther was giving me a ride to 
college at Concord one Sun-
day evening. We were driv-
ing along Greenbrier Drive. 
We noticed this large sign 
�K�D�G�� �E�O�R�Z�Q�� �R���� �W�K�H�� �E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J��
and landed on the road. 
Granddad pulled over and 
we put the sign in the back 
of his truck to prevent any-
one from taking it. We took 
it home to Talcott and saw 
Long sitting on the bench in 
front of Sav-a-lot the next 
week and stopped and told 
him what had happened and 
had taken it home. Long was 
a trader by nature so he sold 
my grandfather the sign. It 
is now displayed on one of 
our buildings.”

That brings us to the end 
of another edition of A Peek 
into Summers County’s 
Past. Did you know about 
CJ’s Stores?

If you have a story from 

the area’s history that you 
want to share, send us an 
email to news@hintonnews.
com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

Another look at the restored piec -
es from the Bellepoint CJ’s Store. 
�3�K�R�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V��

The restored ceiling tiles. Photo 
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V��

�7�K�H���&�-�¶�V���6�W�R�U�H���L�Q���%�H�O�O�H�S�R�L�Q�W�����3�K�R�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P��
Jones.


