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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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UNFIT RODEO FOUGHT THROATYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: When the Carney brothers discussed franchising 

Pizza Hut, it was — FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Print your
answer here: ”“

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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GRIPE BUILD QUAINT JABBERYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: They were watching a fascinating documentary 

about frogs that was — “RIBBITING”
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A peek into Summers County’s past: Barger Springs community

�%�$�5�*�(�5�� �6�3�5�,�1�*�6����
(Hinton News) - It is time 
�I�R�U�� �D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�� �H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �$��
�3�H�H�N�� �L�Q�W�R�� �6�X�P�P�H�U�V�� �&�R�X�Q-
�W�\�¶�V�� �3�D�V�W���� �(�Y�H�U�\�� �Z�H�H�N���� �O�R�F�D�O��
history collector William 
Jones talks about pieces 
from his extensive collec-
tion and their connection 
to the area’s history. In this 
edition, we are talking about 
the community of Barger 
Springs.

To begin the discus-
sion, Jones said, “This 
week’s piece is about the 
little community of Barger 
Springs. Its name was es-
tablished due to and cen-
tered around the water as so 
many similar ‘spring towns’ 
in southern West Virgin -
�L�D���� �6�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �3�H�Q�F�H�� �6�S�U�L�Q�J�V����
Sweet Springs, Salt Sul-
phur Springs, Blue Sulphur 
Springs and the nationally 
famous Greenbrier, which 
is the only one still in op-
eration today on that scale, 
�W�R���Q�D�P�H���D���I�H�Z�����$�O�O���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��
became popular because of 
the belief that the water had 
healing properties.”

�$�E�R�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�U�H�D���� �-�R�Q�H�V��
stated, “The progression 
of the railroad in this area 
made it easier for tourists 
to travel great distances to 
partake of the waters, which 
is what built up the hotels 
and, therefore, other busi-
nesses in these communi-
ties. Then during the 1910s 
through the 1920s, the auto-
mobile became increasingly 

�P�R�U�H�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �D���R�U�G-
able, which greatly helped 
these areas thrive with peo-
ple being more freely able 
to travel at their discretion. 
WW1 ending in 1918 and 
the economic boom that oc-
curred in the 1920s added 
to the success of these re-
sort towns.”

Like so many of the nat-
ural springs in the area, 
the Barger Springs water 
was believed to have heal-
�L�Q�J�� �D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���� �3�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\��
for certain ailments. Jones 
said, “Barger Springs was 
believed to be a natural aid 
in the healing of chronic 
kidney, liver and other com-
plaints of that nature. Then 
the Great Depression hit 
in 1929 and lasted through 
1939. Most of these resort 
towns and many of the small 
businesses that sprung up 
around them saw their busi-
ness come crashing down, 
many of which virtually 
happened overnight. In all 
my years of collecting I have 
never seen a single artifact 
from Barger Springs except 
for these store ledger books 
from the store that was in 
Barger Springs near the ho-
tel from around the turn of 
the century.”

“The store’s name was 
Bolton & Keatley. Barger 
Springs was operational as 
a resort town from 1903 to 
1929, which these four led-
ger books essentially en-
compass this time frame. 
In doing research on this 
store, I came across the 
name Isaac Carden. Isaac 

was the original owner of 
the property and the one 
�Z�K�R���¿�U�V�W���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���W�R���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S��
it prior to the Civil War. He 
built a hotel that catered to 
the hunters and trappers in 
this region. Mr. Carden also 
�K�D�G���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���V�W�R�U�H�V���L�Q��
this area.”

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �D�Q�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H��
written by Shirley Don -
nelly in 1964, the property 
was originally owned by a 
man named Isaac Carden. 
Before the Civil War, there 
was a resort for hunters and 
trappers. Donnelly went on 
to say that ownership even-
tually passed to William H. 
Barger, whose name was 
“given to the resort.”

Jones went on to talk 
about the work Carden did 
on the property. He said, 
“To further develop the 
property, he built a series 
�R�I�� �O�R�J�� �F�D�E�L�Q�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �S�U�R�¿�W-
�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �L�Q�À�X�[�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
hunters and trappers. Not 
much else is known about 
Mr. Carden except that he 
passed away in 1863. There 
is very little recorded histo -
ry of this community until 
1903, when the proper-
ty was bought by a group 
of 30 men from Hinton, 
W.Va. who formed a com-
pany under the aegis of T. 
N. Reid, a lawyer in Hinton 
at that time. They divided 
the property into 30 lots on 
which they built vacation 
cottages.”

He continued, “They con-
structed the current pavil -
ion over the spring (which 
is the only structure left 

standing on this site today 
other than a few of the cot-
tages). The company later 
constructed the three-story 
hotel building called Green-
brier Springs Hotel, which 
you can see here in this 
original advertising post -
card from 1905 which was 
very popular among visitors 
�Z�K�R���F�D�P�H���W�R���¿�V�K�����V�Z�L�P���D�Q�G��
numerous other outdoor 
activities. There were en-
tertainment venues such as 
a dancing pavilion built for 
the guests.”

In conclusion, Jones stat-
�H�G�����³�$�V���,���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H����
the depression hit in 1929. 
The hotel itself was razed 
�V�K�R�U�W�O�\�� �W�K�H�U�H�D�I�W�H�U���� �$�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
�F�R�W�W�D�J�H�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �V�R�O�G�� �R���� �E�\��
the development company. 
In which many became pri-
vate residences. Some of the 
names in these ledger books 
are strong early names you 
hear throughout Summers 
County histories, such as 
Ballengee, Hedrick, Maddy, 
and Mann, just to name a 
few. It is always interesting 
to read through these re-
cords during this time and 
compare them to today’s 
prices. For instance, in 
������������ �R�Q�H�� �V�D�F�N�� �R�I�� �À�R�X�U�� �Z�D�V��
���������F�H�Q�W�V�����3�H�U�K�D�S�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W��
shocking is a dozen eggs 
were only .33 cents at the 
time. Compared to today’s 
prices for eggs, it seems un-

real.”
This brings us to the end 

�R�I���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���H�G�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���$���3�H�H�N��
into Summers County’s 
�3�D�V�W���� �$�U�H�� �\�R�X�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U�� �Z�L�W�K��
the Barger Springs area and 
its history? Be sure to come 

back next week for another 
look at the area’s history.

If you have a story from 
Summers County’s past 
that you would like to share, 
send us an email at news@
hintonnews.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

�/�H�G�J�H�U���E�R�R�N�V���I�U�R�P���D���V�W�R�U�H���L�Q���%�D�U�J�H�U���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����3�K�R�W�R��
�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V�� �$���S�R�V�W�F�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���K�R�W�H�O���L�Q���%�D�U�J�H�U���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V�����3�K�R�W�R���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V��


