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SUMMERSVILLE, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - New River 
Community and Technical 
College is offering a six-week 
basic sign language class on 
Thursday evenings from 6 to 
8 p.m. starting June 8, 2023. 
The class will be offered at 
the Nicholas County Campus 
in Summersville and through 
Zoom video conferencing.

Students in the class will 
learn sign language vocabu-
lary, phrases and sentences, in-
cluding grammatical features, 
and students will have interac-
tive practice during the class. 
Students will also learn about 
Deaf Culture and history.

Tuition is $100 for the six-
week class, and registration 
is required by May 29, 2023. 
Participants interested in the 
Zoom option will be emailed 
the link and log-in information 
after registering and paying for 
the class.

Visit www.newriver.edu/
community for information on 
upcoming classes or register 
for the course or contact Gloria 
Kincaid (304-793-6101, gkin-
caid@newriver.edu). 

New River CTC’s Workforce 
Education Division provides 
community education classes 
and employable educational 
opportunities including non-
credit courses, workforce de-
velopment programs and cus-
tomized training.

New River Community and 
Technical College serves nine 
counties in southeast and 
south-central West Virginia: 
Fayette, Greenbrier, Mercer, 
Monroe, Nicholas, Pocahon-
tas, Raleigh, Summers and 
Webster. The College offers 
classes online, in Beaver at 
the Raleigh County Campus, 
in Ghent at the Advanced 
Technology Center, in Hin-
ton at Summers County ARH 
Hospital, in Lewisburg at the 
Greenbrier Valley Campus, in 
Marlinton at One Room Uni-
versity, in Princeton at the 
Mercer County Campus and in 
Summersville at the Nicholas 
County Campus.

Sign language 
class planned 
through New 

River CTC

HINTON, (Hinton News) 
- Backyard Ministry is host-
ing a Grief Support group 
on Sunday, May 28 at Bel-
lepoint Park at 6:30 p.m. 
For more information, go 
to the Backyard Ministries 
Facebook page or visit the 
website at backyardminis-
try.org.

Grief support 
group to meet 

in Hinton

Library program passes a big anniversary
HINTON, (Hinton News) 

- It was in April of 1998 
that a group of book lovers 
gathered at the Summers 
County Public Library to 
discuss Cold Mountain by 
Charles Frazier thus start-
ing a program that has met 
once a month ever since 
then to talk about books. 
This past April (2023), 
the group met to discuss 
Demon Copperhead by 
Barbara Kingsolver. It 
is fitting that these two 
award-winning historical 
novels should bracket all 
those years of reading and 
talking about books. And 
although not all the group 
members are the same as 
those who came to the first 
meeting, the discussion of 
Demon was as stimulating 
and lively as the one for 
Cold Mountain all those 
years ago.

The anniversary of this 
longstanding Library pro-

gram was not the only April 
milestone worth noting at 
the Library. On April 21, 
the Friends of the Library 
held its most successful 
Salad Luncheon fundrais-
er ever! It took a lot of ef-
fort on the part of many, 
many people to pull that 
off. Heartfelt thanks go to 
all the folks who worked 
so hard - those who called 
and solicited salads and 
cakes, who delivered order 
forms, took orders, set up 
tables, made salads and/
or cakes, took up money, 
delivered lunches all over 
the county, cleaned up and 
who knows what all else 
that I have forgotten to 
mention. After expenses, 
we raised $1,396.89!!!

These funds will be 
given to the Board of Li-
brary Directors who are in 
charge of library finances 
to be used for such things 
as supporting programs 
like the Book Discussion 
Group or to help cover 

extraordinary expenses 
such as some much-need-
ed maintenance on the li-
brary building. 

If you would like to be 
involved either with fund-
raising or with some of the 
other volunteer tasks that 
help keep the Library go-
ing, stop by or call the Li-
brary and leave your name 
and contact information. 
We will add you to the 
Friends contact list and let 
you know what is coming 
up that you might enjoy 
helping with. 

If you are interested in 
participating in the Li-
brary’s book discussion 
group or any of the other 
programs offered by the 
Library, you can find out 
all about them on the Li-
brary’s website at www.
summerscountylibrary.
org.

And mark your calen-
dars. The next Friends of 
the Library project will be 
the Annual Library Golf 

Tournament to be held 
at the Willow Wood Golf 
Course on June 25. Pol-
ish up your clubs, invite 

all your golfing buddies 
and come on out for a day 
of fun and help support a 
good cause.

Myra Ziegler

Front view of the Summers County Library

Ashley McNicholas

LEWISBURG, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) — Ashley 
McNicholas, D.O., graduat-
ed from the West Virginia 
School of Osteopathic Med-
icine (WVSOM) with a Doc-
tor of Osteopathic Medicine 
degree on May 5, 2023.

While at WVSOM, Dr. 
McNicholas received the 
WVSOM Foundation Schol-
ars Award.

McNicholas earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in preprofessional biology 
from Concord University in 
Athens, W.Va., in 2019. She 
is a 2015 graduate of Sum-
mers County High School 
in Hinton, W.Va.

McNicholas is the daugh-
ter of Terry and Lorraine 
McNicholas of Hinton, 
W.Va.

She plans to enter a fam-
ily medicine residency at 
WVU Medicine United 
Hospital Center in Bridge-
port, W.Va.

Hinton local earns medical 
degree from WVSOM

Woman arrested after 
child struck by vehicle 

in Bellepoint Park
HINTON, (Hinton News) 

- Officers responded to a 
call in Bellepoint Park for 
reports of a child struck by 
a vehicle on Thursday, May 
11. Following an investiga-
tion, officers arrested Eliza-
beth Kathleen Oliveros, 39, 
of Hinton.

According to the crimi-
nal complaint, Oliveros al-
legedly told officers she was 
leaving the park and hit a 
child. Reportedly, she also 
stated that she did not see 
the child or know she had 
struck them until another 
individual, later identified 
as the child’s grandmother, 
came out waving their arms.

The victim reportedly 
sustained several injuries, 
including cuts, abrasions 
and a possible fracture, 
according to the criminal 
complaint. Additional-
ly, the victim was taken to 
Summers County ARH for 
care.

As detailed in the crim-
inal complaint, officers 
asked Oliveros if she had 
been drinking or taking 
any substances, to which 
she allegedly replied that 

she had taken suboxone 
and smoked weed every 
day. Officers proceeded to 
direct Oliveros in multi-
ple field sobriety tests. The 
complaint states that she 
showed impairment during 
each one.

After concluding the field 
sobriety tests, officers in-
quired about her driving 
record. Reportedly, her li-
cense is suspended with 
two prior convictions from 
2011.

Oliveros was subsequent-
ly arrested and booked into 
Southern Regional Jail. At 
the time of writing, she re-
mains in SRJ. Her bail has 
been set at $21,500.

Rebecca Stalnaker

Elizabeth Oliveros 
mugshot

SUMMERS CO.
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester • 12 Years Experience 

10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 
Now accepting all major credit cards.

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

Certified Nursing Assistant 
Applications Being Accepted!

Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

304-701-2355
tia@wvdn.com
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Call: 304-466-1700Call: 304-466-1700

Come in for 
lunch or dinner 

• Open Daily 
• Lunch and dinner specials 
• Desserts are made fresh

(304)466-6626

Nine students graduating from New River CTC’s ADN program 
participated in the program pinning ceremony on Friday, May 
5, 2023. 

New River CTC celebrates Associate Degree Nursing graduates 

LEWISBURG, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - New Riv-
er Community and Tech-
nical College recognized 
the college’s spring As-

sociate Degree Nursing 
(ADN) graduates during a 
pinning ceremony Friday, 
May 5, 2023, in the Dr. 
Lucie Refsland Student 

Center inside of the Kyle 
and Ann Fort Arts and 
Sciences Building at the 
Greenbrier Valley Campus 
in Lewisburg. 

Spring 2023 ADN grad-
uates include Maggie Bos-
tic, Ronceverte; Susan Ca-
tron, Princeton; Courtney 
Clendenin, White Sulphur 
Springs; Caroline Davis, 
Rainelle; Vanessa Dodrill, 
Birch River; Melissa Ev-
ans, Beckley; Erica Ho-
gan, Fayetteville; Kimber-
ly McClung, Peterstown; 
Trina Olson, Cool Ridge; 
Jonathan Shamblin, Dan-
iels; Elizabeth Sparks, 
Lewisburg; and Angel 
Willis, Alderson. 

“These graduates have 
worked tirelessly to tack-
le a rigorous curriculum. 
They have attended class-
es and completed clinicals 
while working and attend-
ing to family obligations,” 
said New River CTC Nurse 
Administrator Duane Na-
pier. “We are proud of the 
work that they have done 
in the ADN program and 
privileged to celebrate 
their accomplishment 

with them.” 
The ADN program at 

New River CTC is de-
signed to help LPNs with 
an unencumbered license 
and paramedics prepare 
to practice as Registered 
Nurses. The 12-month 
program meets at New 
River CTC’s Greenbrier 
Valley Campus in Lewis-
burg. New classes start 
annually in August and 
January, and the program 
is accepting applications 
for classes starting in Au-
gust until June 30, 2023. 

Visit https://www.
newriver.edu/courses/
associate-degree-nurs-
ing/, email or call 1-866-
349-3739 for information 
about the ADN program 
at New River CTC. rn-pro-
gram@newriver.edu

New River Communi-
ty and Technical College 
serves nine counties in 
southeast and south-cen-
tral West Virginia: Fayette, 

Greenbrier, Mercer, Mon-
roe, Nicholas, Pocahon-
tas, Raleigh, Summers, 
and Webster. The Col-
lege offers classes online, 
in Beaver at the Raleigh 
County Campus, in Ghent 
at the Advanced Technol-
ogy Center, in Hinton at 
Summers County ARH 
Hospital, in Lewisburg 
at the Greenbrier Valley 
Campus, in Marlinton at 
One Room University, in 
Princeton at the Mercer 
County Campus and in 
Summersville at the Nich-
olas County Campus. 

GEAR UP SWV offers on-demand academic support at home
Athens, W.Va. (Hin-

ton news) - Parents/
guardians will soon have a 
new tool to help sixth and 
seventh graders in the re-
gion to complete home-
work, study new topics, 
and more. The GEAR UP 
SWV cohort will soon have 
access to these online aca-
demic resources through a 
service called Tutor.com. 
Tutor.com connects learn-
ers with qualified, expert 
tutors—online on demand, 
24/7. GEAR UP SWV co-
hort can connect for 1-to-1 
help in more than 200 ac-
ademic subjects and test 
preparation areas; they can 
also utilize drop-off writ-
ing review (with detailed 
feedback provided with-
in 12 hours), along with 
self-guided test prep from 
The Princeton Review®.

Tutor.com will be avail-
able to current sixth- and 
seventh-grade students in 
Mercer, Monroe, Raleigh, 
Summers, and Wyoming 

Counties. As part of the 
GEAR UP SWV cohort, 
these same students will 
have access to Tutor.com 
through high school gradu-
ation, or for about the next 
six years. 

“There’s a variety of ways 
that the GEAR UP South-
ern West Virginia cohort, 
students, teachers, par-
ents, guardians, and even 
our staff, can use Tutor.
com,” Kristen O’Sullivan, 
GEAR UP SWV Director 
said. “Having grown up in 
southern West Virginia, 
I imagine the advantages 
of having on-demand tu-
toring. The difference that 
would have made for me 
as a student, and later as a 
mom, is immense. To have 
assistance right at your 
fingertips will be such an 
incredible resource for our 
GEAR UP SWV families!” 

Tutor.com is one tool that 
will help students graduate 
from high school, increase 
academic performance, and 

prepare for college. The col-
lege-going rate in West Vir-
ginia has fallen almost 10 
percentage points over the 
last 10 years, and according 
to research provided by the 
West Virginia Higher Edu-
cation Policy Commission, 
southern West Virginia 
rates tend to be lower than 
the state average, which is 
now 46.4 percent. In this 
critical time, programs like 

GEAR UP SWV are crucial 
to serving the needs of our 
region.

Parents/guardians will 
receive a permission slip in 
the mail this month. Stu-
dents will have access after 
parents/guardians return 
the signed permission slips 
in self-addressed, postage 
paid envelopes. Parents/
guardians are asked to re-
turn the signed permis-

sion slips before the end 
of the school year. GEAR 
UP SWV is part of a grant 
program provided by the 
U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. More information is 
available at concord.edu/
gearup.
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630

“Keeping You Healthy Makes Us Happy”
304-772-3064 • 200 Health Center Dr., Union, WV

304-753-4336 • 2869 Seneca Trail S., Peterstown, WV
304-466-1152 • 180 Old Schoolhouse Rd., Forest Hill, WV

Good Luck, 
2023 Graduates!Congratulations 

graduates!
We’re also celebrating graduates

who are part of the Ritz Team - 
Ellissa, Emily, and Kyle. 
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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RHYME TIDAL WARMLY SOOTHEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: When the twin sisters arrived at the clock tower that 

houses Big Ben, they were — TWO AT A TIME

Answer
here:

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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TITLE BUDDY WALRUS PICKETYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The fashion model wasn’t very famous and didn’t 

make a fortune, but she — DID PRETTY WELL

 - -
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Notice is hereby given that WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, a public utility, 
has filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA a tariff containing a re-
quested increase in rates, tolls, and charges for furnishing water service to approximately 168,000 
customers in Boone, Braxton, Cabell, Clay, Fayette, Harrison, Jackson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Logan, Mason, Mercer, Putnam, Raleigh, Roane, Summers, Wayne, and Webster Counties.

The tariff filing will also directly or indirectly affect those customers of the following public 
service districts, regional development authorities, municipalities, or other governmental subdi-
visions who, under agreements approved by the Public Service Commission, are charged water 
rates that are in whole or in part based on the rates of the Company:
Boone County Public Service District
Cumberland Public Service District
Flatwoods Canoe-Run Public Service District
Jumping Branch-Nimitz Public Service District
Kanawha County Regional Development Authority
Lashmeet Public Service District
Lewis County Economic Development Authority
New Haven Public Service District
Oakvale Road Public Service District
Putnam County Building Commission
Salt Rock Public Service District
Webster County Economic Development Authority

Some of the customers receiving service from these entities under Operation and Maintenance 
Agreements with the Company also pay a surcharge in addition to the metered water rates. These 
surcharge amounts were approved by the Public Service Commission in prior cases, and those 
surcharges will not increase or otherwise be affected by this filing.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective February 25, 2024, unless oth-
erwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, on a total Company basis, 
$41,175,752 in additional annual net water revenues over present rate revenues, or an overall 
increase in revenues of approximately 22.5%. The $41,175,752 consists of an increase in base rates 
of $51,308,960 in annual revenue and a decrease in the Company’s Distribution System Invest-
ment Charge (“DSIC”) of $10,133,208 in annual revenue, with such revenues being collected from 
customers as more fully described herein. This increase includes an allocation of the wastewater 
revenue requirement to the water revenue requirement to support the same percentage increase 
in rates for both water and wastewater customers. The Company is further proposing a new set 
of low income tariffs, and other rate mechanisms, the impacts of which are reflected in the rate 
increase schedule below.

The Company’s proposed low income tariff for water and wastewater service that includes mul-
tiple tiers of discounts based on different levels of household income stated as multiples of Feder-
al Poverty Level (“FPL”). The driving principle behind the Company’s proposed low income tariff 
is to provide all participating customers discounts such that the expected bill for basic water or 
wastewater service will be no more than 3% of their annual household income.

The proposed tariff discounts are as follows:

The Company expects that the Commission will order the suspension of the new rates and 
charges for the full 300-day suspension period under W. Va. Code §24-2-4a, or until February 
25, 2024.

The following schedule shows the change from rates currently in effect based on representative 
levels of consumption and the monthly dollar and percentage changes including the Company’s 
proposed allocation of the revenue requirement between water and wastewater customers and 
the impact of its proposed new low income tariffs. The modification of any of these components 
will impact this schedule. The average monthly bill for the various classes of customers will be 
changed as follows:

WEST VIRGINIA (except Cumberland, Glasgow, and Cedar Grove)

Low Income Tariff Discount (%) Discount
0%-50% Federal Poverty Level 65%
50%-100% Federal Poverty Level 50%
100%-150% Federal Poverty Level 30%
150%-200% Federal Poverty Level 15%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     11.38 31.26%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  18.95 31.26%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  101.08 31.27%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  2,476.85 31.26%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  181.71 31.26%
Sale for Resale (4" meter; 5,652,000 gal)  14,792.59 31.26%

CUMBERLAND (all Customers)

GLASGOW (all Customers)

CEDAR GROVE (all Customers)

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     25.58 115.17%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  42.60 115.20%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  227.16 115.19%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal) 5,566.74 115.18%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  408.37 115.18%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     14.29 42.66%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  23.80 42.67%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  126.94 42.68%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  3,110.68 42.68%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  228.20 42.68%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     14.66 44.25%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal) 24.41 44.25%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  130.17 44.25%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  3,189.89 44.24%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  234.01 44.24%

This increase will incorporate the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the Compa-
ny’s Distribution System Improvement Charge (DSIC) program that was (or is projected to be) 
placed into service between March 1, 2022 and December 31, 2023. As a result, the Company 
proposes to reduce the DSIC component of its rates relating to that investment when the new base 
rates go into effect.

The Company’s sale for resale customers include Bluefield Valley Water Works Company, La-
valette PSD, Flatwoods Canoe Run PSD, Aqua Ohio Water, Jane Lew PSD, Lincoln PSD, City of 
Milton, and the City of Hurricane.

The rate increases shown above are based on averages for customers in the indicated class. In-
dividual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the 
requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to change (increase or decrease) 
by the Public Service Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges 
will not become effective until authorized and approved by the Public Service Commission. If a 
hearing is conducted, notice will be given of the time and place of hearing.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Company to 
provide information concerning this tariff are available to all customers, prospective customers 
or their agents at the following offices:

Copies of the tariffs have also been delivered to representatives of the aforementioned public 
service districts and entities for public inspection at their respective offices.

Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in either of these cases should file on or before 
July 29, 2023 a Petition to Intervene complying with the Commission rules on intervention in the 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150 C.S.R. 1, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. 
Anyone desiring to protest should file a written protest as soon as possible, although protests 
will be accepted by the Commission through the pendency of this proceeding. All written pro-
tests should briefly state the reason for the protest. All protests and Petitions to Intervene should 
clearly state the case name and number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, 
Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.

A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the Offices of the Secretary of the 
Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.

West Virginia-American Water  
Central Division
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue  
Charleston, WV 25302

West Virginia-American Water
Western Division
4002 Ohio River Road  
Huntington, WV 25702

West Virginia-American Water  
Southern Division
12 Mile Road @ Route 460  
Princeton, West Virginia 24740

West Virginia-American Water  
Northern Division
1243 U.S. Highway 19 South  
Weston, West Virginia 26452

(Tariff Form 8)
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES

WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT Supplemental 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT
 Bluestone Dam Safety Modifi-

cation Project
Miller Avenue Hauling Re-

strictions
Summers County, 

West Virginia
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers, Huntington District, by this 
Notice of Availability (NOA), advis-
es the public that the Draft Supple-
mental Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) for the Bluestone Dam Safety 
Modification Project, Miller Avenue 
Hauling Restrictions is complete 
and available for public review. 
The project is located in Summers 
County, West Virginia. A Finding 
of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
is anticipated for the proposed proj-
ect. A Draft FONSI is included with 
the draft SEA for public review. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and 40 CFR 1501.4, the draft SEA 
and FONSI must be available to the 
public in the affected area for thirty 
(30) days for review and comment. 
Final determination regarding the 
need for additional NEPA docu-
mentation will be made after the 
public review period, which begins 
on or about May 05, 2023. Copies 
of the documents may be viewed at 
the following location:

Summers County 
Public Library 
201 Temple St.

Hinton, West Virginia 25951
Phone: (304) 466-4490

The documents may also be 
viewed at the following website: 
https://www.lrh.usace.army.mil/
Missions/Public-Review/. 

Copies of the draft SEA and 
FONSI may be obtained by contact-
ing the Huntington District Office 
of the Corps of Engineers at (304) 
399-5924. 

Comments pertaining 
to the documents may be 
submitted by electronic mail to: 
BluestoneDamDSA@usace.army.
mil, or by letter to:
Ms. Rebecca Rutherford
Chief, Environmental Analysis Sec-
tion, Planning Branch Huntington 
District Corps of Engineers, 502 
Eighth Street, Huntington, West 
Virginia 25701-2070 
(10,17,24,31my)

Connections between Concord University 
and Summers County: Part 4 1980-2023

SUMMERS COUNTY, 
(Hinton News) - Editor’s 
Note: This is the fourth and 
final edition of this four-
part series. I am grateful to 
Jerry Beasley and Keith Lil-
ly for their time and effort 
in putting this together. If 
you have enjoyed this series 
and would be interested in 
more similar content in the 
future, let me know by call-
ing our office or emailing 
me at news@hintonnews.
com. See another note at 
the end of the article with 
information on one of the 
authors.

The late Brooks Hays, a 
former congressman who 
held an honorary degree 
from Concord, once told of 
two constituents who vis-
ited our nation’s capitol 
building and while there, 
wandered unknowingly 
into a restricted area where 
they were challenged by a 
zealous guard: “Who do you 
think you are?” “Oh, just 
two of the owners,” one of 
the visitors replied.

Summers Countians are 
not only among the own-
ers of Concord University 
but also the shapers of her 
destiny through its Board 
of Governors that was cre-
ated by the state legisla-
ture in 2000. The Board 
has been led by two men 
from Summers who served 
2-year terms as its chair – 
Jim Brown and Ted Rog-
ers. Fellow members with 
Summers connections have 
included Gene Fife, Greg 
Allen, Susie Rogers and 

Wilma Anderson.
Prior to the creation of the 

Board of Governors, Con-
cord was guided by a Board 
of Advisors that at one time 
was chaired by Rachel Bus-
sard Tompkins, a vice presi-
dent at WVU and founder of 
the National Trust for Rural 
and Community Educa-
tion, and included Kayetta 
Durrett Meadows, Presi-
dent of the WV Education 
Association – both from 
Summers County.

These two boards would 
lead the institution to a 
number of notable achieve-
ments: enrolled the greatest 
number of students in the 
institution’s history, cre-
ated master’s programs in 
education and social work 
(business would be added 
later), strengthened faculty 
credentials, built the Erma 
Byrd Higher Education 
Center in Beckley and the 
Rahall Technology Center 
and Wilkes Family Chapel 
on campus, and supported 
the football team that com-
peted for a national cham-
pionship in 2011. The social 
work master’s was largely 
the handiwork of depart-
ment chair Dr. John David 
Smith, who hailed from 
Summers and would later 
serve as Concord’s chief ac-
ademic officer.

In 1974, Concord estab-
lished a foundation to seek 
funds to provide “a margin 
of excellence” not attainable 
with only state funds. Ben 
Vest, assistant to Concord’s 
President at the time and 
originally from the Jumping 
Branch area, led the team 

that fashioned the Concord 
College Foundation. The 
Foundation’s assets grew to 
$54 million in 2022 when 
it awarded scholarships to 
503 students. The growth of 
the Foundation is attribut-
able to over 4,000 generous 
donors and the investment 
acumen of Summers native 
Greg Allen, former execu-
tive at Bank of America and 
chair of the Foundation’s 
investment committee. 
Concord awarded Mr. Allen 
an honorary doctorate in 
2022 in recognition of his 
exemplary service to the in-
stitution.

Other Summers Coun-
tians have volunteered their 
time, talent and treasure to 
the work of the Foundation: 
Doug Maddy (former Pres-
ident of the WV Bankers 
Association), Richard Law-
rence (former Asst. Super-
intendent of SC Schools and 
co-founder of the Hinton 
Area Foundation) and Sen-
ator Leonard Anderson.

*******************
Having focused through-

out this series of articles on 
the history of the SC-CU re-
lationship, we shift briefly 
to the present and future by 
describing several promis-
ing initiatives that serve lo-
cal students.

For almost 25 years, Bar-
bara Rush-Meador (CU 
1990), counselor for the 
Upward Bound program, 
has assisted almost 400 
Summers County students 
prepare for college. School 
principals, counselors and 
teachers have been her 
partners. Each year, 15 stu-

dents, typically ninth grad-
ers, are selected for the pro-
gram that supports them 
throughout high school and 
provides tuition-free col-
lege courses in the summer 
following graduation.

GearUp, a five-county 
effort supported by a $21 
million grant, will provide 
tutoring and counseling 
services for 213 6th and 
7th-grade students in the 
county (and 3500 in four 
contiguous counties) and 
will continue to support 
them through graduation. 
Samantha Jones (CU 2011) 
will coordinate the pro-
gram locally with leaders in 
the school system and the 
parents and guardians of 
students. Success may de-
pend on employing some of 
the one-room schoolhouse 
practices described in the 
books written by John 
Webb and published by the 
SC Historical Society.

The Bonner Scholars pro-
gram enrolls 80 students at 
Concord who are preparing 
for lives of service. Students 
receive generous scholar-
ships and are paid for six 
weeks of summer work for 
non-profit organizations. 
Moreover, small grants are 
available for the organiza-
tions that employ the stu-
dents – a win-win for the 
students and the communi-
ty. For example, the Hinton 
Area Foundation has bene-
fited from the exceptional 
work of several students 
and from the purchase of 
software with one of the 
grants.

Severe teacher shortag-

es and declining student 
achievement are causes of 
broad concern and for in-
telligent action. Although 
the “Grow Your Own” 
project, now underway, 
can positively affect teach-
er recruitment, it can be 
complemented by a vari-
ety of initiatives that boost 
achievement and attract 
inspirational teachers. Con-
fidence and trust born from 
the long association of com-
munity and university can 
be the catalyst for contin-
ued creative cooperation.

(Authors’ Note: We are 
grateful to the Hinton News 
for the opportunity to trace 
the evolution over 150 years 
of the mutually beneficial 
relationships between Sum-
mers County and Concord.)

Editor’s Note: One of the 
authors, Keith Lilly, is from 
our wonderful county. Here 
is some information on 
his life and achievements 
provided by his co-author, 
Jerry Beasley. “Keith Lil-
ly has lived most of his life 
in Summers County. He 
graduated from Concord 
College with highest honors 
(summa cum laude) in his-
tory and political science. 
He continued his education 
at Virginia Tech where he 
earned a master’s in his-
tory. As a colleague of Dr. 
William O’Brien (another 
Summers Countian), he was 
a leader in two major proj-
ects aimed at improving the 
teaching of history in West 
Virginia schools. Currently, 
he is researching a biogra-
phy of Confederate General 
John Echols.”

Jerry Beasley 
and Richard Keith Lilly
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Luke Keaton 
is the son of Gary and 

Rebecca Vass Keaton 
of Grandview, WV, 
formerly of Summers 
County, and brother 
of Brandi Keaton of 
Grandview. Paternal 
grandparents are the 
late Dana and June 
Keaton, and the late 
Iris Keaton. Maternal 
grandparents are 
Lillian Vass of Jumping 
Branch, and the late 
Fred O. Vass. 

Luke is a 2016 summa cum laude graduate of Shady 
Spring High School. Luke obtained a Bachelor of Arts 
in History and Government, summa cum laude, in 
2020 from WVU Tech, Beckley, WV. On May 13, 2023, 
Luke was awarded a Juris Doctor degree from Liberty 
University, Lynchburg, Virginia. Luke was a member 
of the Student Bar Association as a Senator while at 
Liberty. 

Upon passage of the bar exam, Luke has graciously 
accepted a full-time position as an attorney in the 
Beckley area. As we congratulate Luke on this great 
achievement, we give God the glory and honor, as we 
know without His mercy, grace, and love, this would not 
have been possible. Jeremiah 29:11 and Romans 8:28.

To God Be the Glory, 
Love, 

Dad, Mom, & Brandi

The trolly “contraption” used for advertising Rose’s Phar-
macy. Photo provided by William Jones

Barn-side advertising by Rose’s Pharmacy. Photo provided by William 
Jones.

A peek into Summers County’s past: Rose’s Pharmacy

HINTON, (Hinton News) 
- It is time for another edi-
tion of A Peek into Summers 
County’s Past. Every week, 
local history collector Wil-
liam Jones talks about pieces 
from his extensive collection 
and their historical signifi-
cance. In this edition, we are 
discussing Rose’s Pharma-
cy, which once operated in 
Summers County. Jones has 
provided some photos for 
reference.

To begin, Jones notes 
some of the businesses that 
have and continue to exist 
in Hinton. He said, “For a 
small town, geographically 
speaking, Hinton has had its 
share of pharmacies through-
out the years. There were, 
and are, large chain pharma-
cies such as Rite Aid, which 
is now Walgreens, and the 
pharmacy in Kroger grocery 
store. Then there is Big Four 
Drug Store, the only private-
ly owned pharmacy still in 
Hinton today. Additionally, 
there was Butlers Pharmacy 
in Bellpoint on Greenbrier 
Drive across from Jarrells 
Exxon, that was in operation 
for 26 years. Creed Pharma-
cy on Temple Street. Pucket 

Brothers pharmacy on 2nd 
Avenue, where Rivertown is 
now, more commonly known 
as just Puckets. Then there 
was Rose’s Pharmacy on 
the corner of Temple Street 
and 3rd Avenue. It burned 
in 1983 and is now the town 
square during events such as 
Railroad Days.”

Speaking specifically about 
the pharmacy on Temple and 
3rd, Jones said, “It is just a 
coincidence that Hinton has 
had two stores by the name 
of Rose’s. Roses Discount 
Store that opened in the old 
Magic Mart building in 2022, 
and the other was in the ear-
ly 1900s. A man by the name 
of Shane Rose organized, 
opened and ran Rose’s Drug 
Store in downtown Hinton 
across from the Hinton Hos-
pital at that time. The early 
photos of the interior show 
quite an elaborate store. With 
a huge counter for a soda 
fountain with room to seat 
six or more people. The bar 
behind the counter had mar-
ble columns that were most 
likely purchased from Hinton 
Marble Works when Rose’s 
first opened. Mr. Rose had 
quite the knack for advertis-
ing his drug store.”

“From a very theatrical 

looking Model-T that was 
driven around town to show-
case what the store had to of-
fer, he also had plain trucks 
with ‘Get It At Rose’s’ painted 
on the sides of them that were 
driven around town advertis-
ing his store,” Jones said. “He 
painted his ads on the sides 
of barns and outbuildings, 
much like the famous Mail 
Pouch Tobacco advertising 
gimmick where they painted 
their slogan on the sides of 
barns throughout the Unit-
ed States, adding up to over 
20,000 Mail Pouch Tobacco 
barns across 22 states.”

While Rose’s advertising 
did not quite reach the lev-
el of the Mail Pouch Tobac-
co project, it did well. Jones 
said, “Mr. Rose’s advertising 
campaign didn’t quite reach 
this scale, but was obvious-
ly successful nonetheless. 
There are numerous early 
photos of his slogan ‘Get It 
At Rose’s Ask About NYAL’S 
Remedies’ painted on what I 
now call ‘pharmacy barns’ in 
Summers County in the ear-
ly 1900s. I had forgotten that 
I had this photo of yet an-
other advertising stunt that 
Mr. Rose did around that 
same time until I was going 
through my vast collection 

last week.”
Jones concluded by say-

ing, “It is a cart/float that 
was built to look like a trol-
ley car. It appears to be built 
around two bicycles. This was 
most likely done to carry the 
weight of the contraption so 
the others in it would be able 
to more freely walk inside of 
it. Along with Mr. Rose’s well 
established and used slogan 
for his business he also ad-
vertised ‘Free Deliveries’ on 
this trolley as well. It is ob-
vious that he did whatever it 
took to be a ‘game leader’ in 
his chosen field at the time. 
Which from the numerous 
early photos of Rose’s Drug 
Store I have seen over the 
years paid off for him. But 
this is the only photo I have 
ever come across that showed 
his use of this contraption.”

This brings us to the end of 
another edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past. Did 
you know about Rose’s Phar-
macy and all of its advertising 
gimmicks? Be sure to come 
back next week to see another 
look at the history of the area.

Do you have a story from 
Summers County’s past that 
you would like to share? Send 
us an email at news@hinton-
news@com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

Summers County Courthouse news
Marriages

None.
Fiduciaries

Kristi Cales, Admin-
istrator of the Edward 
Franklin Cales estate; 
Garry S. Wheeler, Ad-
ministrator of the Glo-
ria June Willey estate; 
Randall Cox, Admin-
istrator of the Di-
ana Lynn Cox estate; 
Jeanie Ward, Adminis-
trator of the Wanda Dare 
Lilly estate.

Land Transfers
Charles K. Angell and 

Patricia G. Angell to An-

drea Grant, Westerly 
part of Lot Number 25, 
Jumping Branch District; 
Christopher J. Torti 
to Mark Bennett Car-
roll, 2 Tracts, Quitclaim 
Deed, Talcott District; 
Johnnie W. Richmond 
and Cathy D. Rich-
mond to John D. Mann 
and Sarah A. Griffin, 2 
Tracts, Talcott District; 
Danny Meador to 
Robin Renee Hatch-
er, 1 acre more or less, 
Pipestem District; 
Andrew Ryan Sizemore 
and Misty Dawn Size-

more to Brain Keith 
Shorter and Melissa 
Dawn Shorter, Lot Num-
ber 9, Talcott District; 
Thomas Wellington 
Deeds and Lisa D. Deeds 
to Robert Ray Ayers III, 
2.03 acres more or less, 
Jumping Branch District; 
Tommy F. Booth to Ce-
cil A. Mills, 5.70 acres, 
Forest Hill District; 
Keith Ealy and Marie Ealy 
to Tommy F. Booth, 56.49 
acres, Forest Hill District; 
William L. Wallace Jr. 
to Beth A. Slater and 
Robert C. Magee, 5.02 

acres more or less and 
11.39 acres more or less, 
Green Sulphur District; 
Michael A. Brown to 
James Bryson Vannos-
trand and Gretchen 
Lynn Vannostrand, Lot, 
City of Hinton District; 
Blackwell Properties LLC 
to Richard Wilson Eades 
and Edna Eades Gillan, 
Lot Number 43, City of 
Hinton District.


