
Summers County Repub-
licans meet every fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 pm in the Memorial 
building, next to the court-
house in Hinton, WV. The 
May meeting is scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 22. All 
are invited, whatever your 
political ideology, if the US 
Constitution and American 
values matter to you, attend.

Summers County 
Republicans to hold 

monthly meeting

A still from Crouching Tiger, Hidden Damsel A still from Of The Sea.
HINTON, WV (Hinton 

News) – The 2023 Interna-
tional Fly Fishing Film Fes-
tival is coming to Hinton on 
May 28 featuring 10 short 
and feature-length films.

The screening, at the Ritz 
Theater, 211 Ballengee St., 
will showcase fly fishing films 
from all corners of the globe. 
The films begin at 6 with the 
theater doors opening at 5:30 
p.m. 

The event is hosted by the 
Summers County Hospitality 
& Tourism Association. Gen-
eral admission to the event is 
$15 in advance or $20 on the 
day of the event; $40 with a 
subscription to Fly Fusion 
Magazine. 

For information about this 
screening along with advance 
tickets, contact the host at 
southernwvadventures@
gmail.com.

Among the films in the 
festival are Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Damsel, with over-
sized tiger trout, a prolific 
damsel fly hatch, and an ob-
scure mountain lake; Of the 
Sea, brothers explore the elu-
sive Banco Chinchorro off the 
coast of Xcalak; Jacks, giant 
trevally attacking from deep 
ocean water; Father Nature, a 
guided trip on the Snake Riv-
er in Grand Teton National 

Park; A Slam that Saves, four 
species of bass found only in 
the Appalachians; and Dollar 
Dog, Atlantic salmon in Cape 
Breton’s Margaree River.

Others include The Fo-
cus, a story of three anglers 
who revisit a remote moun-
tain stream; Chesapeake – A 
Love Letter to a Watershed, 
the landscapes and environ-
ments of a special place; and 
Gold Fever, undiscovered wa-

ter in the middle of the Ama-
zon jungle.

Event attendees can win 
fly fishing-related prizes and 
awards from Film Festival 
sponsors. One person will be 
selected winner of the 2023 
Grand Prize valued at thou-
sands of dollars of merchan-
dise. 

For information about the 
film festival, contact info@
flyfilmfest.com. 

 Hinton to host International Fly Fishing Film Festival

LEWISBURG, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Adding to 
the changing landscape of 
print media is the announce-
ment from Kroger stores that 
it will no longer print the 
weekly circulars that readers 
receive in their newspapers.

In a letter from Kroger 
Mid Atlantic Distribution, 
the grocery retailer told The 
West Virginia Daily News, 
“Kroger has been conducting 
research for over two years 
to better understand the 
changing media consump-
tion habits of our customers, 
the contribution to sales pro-
vided by the printed weekly 
circular and negative impact 
to our distribution costs 
driven by increasing labor 
and fuel costs.

“The analysis and data 
provided by our Marketing, 
Sourcing and 84.51° teams 
has informed our decision 
to discontinue distribution 
of the Kroger printed weekly 
circular in the Hinton News, 
The Virginian Review (and 
The) West Virginia Daily 
News publication for your 
market. Our last week of dis-
tribution will be in support 
of the ad date that begins 
Wednesday, May 24, 2023.”

Kroger customers who 
have questions about ob-
taining printed copies of 
coupons are asked to call 
1-800-KROGERS (1-800-
576-4377).

Beginning in June, The 
Hinton News, The West Vir-
ginia Daily News/The West 
Virginian and The Virginian 
Review will no longer dis-
tribute Kroger circulars.

Sarah Mansheim

Kroger to 
discontinue 

printed circulars

The Three Rivers Demo-
cratic Women will meet on 
Thursday, May 18 at 5 p.m. 
in Kirk’s Restaurant on the 
patio. The group meets on 
the third Thursday of every 
month at the same location. 
To learn more, stop by the 
meeting.

Three Rivers 
Democratic 

Women to hold 
monthly meeting

HINTON, (Hinton 
News) - Thank you to Hin-
ton Area Foundation for 
their continued support 
from the very beginning. 
Beyond Wishes has been 
providing Equine Assist-
ed Services to individuals 
with disabilities and spe-
cial needs for 12 years, now 
into its 13th season. 

Our grant will be used to 
sponsor all Beyond Wishes 
specialty programs. These 
are the military veteran’s 
program, which we are ex-
panding this year, special 
ed classes from schools 

that visit the farm, the 
mini visits to long-term 
care facilities, schools, and 
libraries. We also provide 
equine educational days 
to groups and clubs. All 
of these programs are at 
no cost to the individuals 
because of Hinton Area 
Foundation’s help to spon-
sor these programs. 

For information on par-
ticipation or volunteering, 
check out Facebook, our 
website at www.beyond-
wishes.org or email: be-
yondwishestrp@hughes.
net, or call 304 466-0431

Hinton Area Foundation sponsors 
specialty programs for Beyond 

Wishes Therapeutic Riding Program

REACHH Children giving Cowboy a bath 
during a visit to Beyond Wishes TRP. Pho-
to provided by Beyond Wishes TRP.

#8 Ben Lane, who beat Summers County 
High School’s single-season stolen base 
record on May 5, 2023. Photo by Lawson 
Jones

HINTON, (Hinton 
News) - Summers County 
took on and defeated the 
Richwood Lumberjacks 
13-10 on Friday, May 5, in 
their final regular season 
game.

The Bobcats snatched 
the lead in the third inning 
when they scored their 
first four runs. They put 
eight runs on the board 
in the fifth. The other run 
came in the sixth.

Brandan Isaac, who 
toed the rubber for Sum-
mers County, faced a mi-
nor nose injury while run-
ning the bases in the first 
inning but still pitched 
four innings and saw 
nineteen batters. Colten 
Jones pitched the other 
three innings.

Summers County had 
a total of sixteen hits, in 
which Isaac and Jones led 
with three each. Xander 
Hudgins, Devin Mans-
field, and Ben Lane each 

had two hits. Peyton 
Miller, Grady Allen, Jake 
Boone, and Ryan Oli-
veros contributed one hit 
a piece.

Hudgins led in runs-
batted-in with three. Issac 
and Miller followed with 
two each. Mansfield, Al-
len, and Jones each had 
one.

Lane stole four bases, 
which allowed him to sur-

pass the school record for 
stolen bases in a single 
season. Isaac stole six, Ol-
iveros and Mansfield stole 
two a piece, and Miller 
and Allen stole one each.

The Bobcats began tour-
nament play at home on 
Tuesday, May 9, against 
the winner of Montcalm 
and Greater Beckley. 
Check hintonnews.com 
for more.

Lawson Jones

Summers County Bobcats attack 
Richwood Lumberjacks
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Come in for 
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• Open Daily 
• Lunch and dinner specials 
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester • 12 Years Experience 

10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 
Now accepting all major credit cards.

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299
SUMMERS COUNTY, 

(Hinton News) - It is time 
for another edition of A Peek 
into Summers County’s Past. 
Every week, local history col-
lector, William Jones, talks 
about the significance of one 
or more pieces in his vast col-
lection. In this edition, we are 
talking about orchard compa-
nies within the county.

To look at the area now, 
many may find it difficult to 
believe there were once mul-
tiple orchards in Summers 
County. Jones said, “Most 
people wouldn’t be able to 
imagine that Summers Coun-
ty had so many orchards and 
businesses that centered 
around them at the turn of 
the century. I will be talking 
about three, although I am 
sure there were others. The 
weather has changed over 
the years and is not neces-
sarily supportive of allowing 
fruit bearing trees to produce 
business scale in this area. As 
a child we had a pear tree and 
an apple tree that were origi-
nally from an orchard here in 
Pence Springs, but they never 
produced during my time.”

Digging right into the infor-
mation, Jones describes the 
first business on his list. He 
said, “The first orchard I will 
delve into is the Kesler Or-
chard Company. The capital 
stock certificate book you see 

here I purchased from Rog-
er Hicks at the antique store 
he had in Forest Hill, W.Va., 
called Old School Antiques. 
The charter for the company 
was granted in 1909 and lists 
its offices as being in Lowell, 
W.Va. But the orchard itself 
was in Greenbrier County, 
around Alderson, W.Va. You 
most likely heard of the late 
Summers County histori-
an John Kesler who lived in 
Lowell. Not sure of the exact 
connection, but this company 
had ties to his family. I have 
to take a moment and give Mr 
Kesler credit with instilling 
the passion of local history in 
me from an early age. He was 
always willing to help, teach 
or show you anything about 
the history of Summers Coun-
ty, especially the Talcott area.”

Moving on to the second 
orchard, Jones stated, “The 
second is Col. Bob Carr’s Fruit 
Farm. This farm is my fami-
ly’s farm that I currently live 
on and is the site of the 1800s 
Hines Boarding House in 
Pence Springs, W.Va. Mr. Carr 
was from Charleston but went 
into the business of develop-
ing a large orchard in Pence 
Springs. A newspaper article 
from the Hinton News from 
1911 refers to his company as 
‘one of the biggest orchard 
companies on the Greenbri-
er River’. It also states in this 
same article, ‘he and his as-
sociates plan on setting out 
5500 more trees’. Another ar-

ticle from that time states they 
had 2700 peach trees and 20 
acres of crimson clover.”

“While first developing the 
orchard, two workmen were 
engaged in planting the trees 
on the farm that Col. Carr 
recently purchased, that was 
known as the ‘Hines Farm’. 
Saint Hume had 150 dynamite 
caps in a box and was attempt-
ing to pass them to James Cox 
when a spark dropped in the 
box and set them off. The ex-
plosion was terrific! Mr Hume 
lost both of his hands, and Mr 
Cox lost one of his. The article 
from 1911 that this informa-
tion came from said that Dr. 
Pence from Pence Springs 
was immediately summoned 
to address the two men, and a 
nurse from the Hinton Hospi-
tal was brought by train to at-
tend the two men. The article 
ends with stating that Mr Carr 
was developing 160 acres, and 
the work is being watched 
with interest by other fruit 
men in the county. So that just 
goes to show you there were 
more than the two orchards 
I reference in this piece. The 
photo of the orchard during 

its early days of development, 
the late Suzanne Humphrey 
of Pence Springs allowed me 
to copy. This photo also shows 
the Hines Boarding House in 
the center next to the big oak 
tree.”

The last business on the list 
was located in Talcott. Jones 
said, “ Lastly, is an orchard 
that my great great grandfa-
ther L. W. Thompson had on 
his farm in the Talcott area. 
He was known as ‘the well 
known fruit man of Talcott’, 
because he would ship large 
railroad cars of winter apples 
to Haddad & Company in 
Charleston, W.Va. In a Hinton 
News article from 1919 it talks 
about him having 220 bush-
els of strawberries and 120 
bushels of black raspberries 
that season. When he sold his 
farm in 1923, he advertised it 
as a ‘48 acre farm two miles 
from Talcott’. Had an eight 
room house with running wa-
ter that was pumped from an 
oil engine. It had a frost proof 
greenhouse, large barn, large 
workshop, grainary, garage 
and packing sheds.”

Jones stated that the ad 
read, “Two acres of strawber-
ries, two acres of blackberries, 
375 apple trees, 140 cherry 
trees, 30 damson trees, 100 
grape vines, old peach orchard 
of 350 trees, young peach or-
chard of 380 trees, 100 Elber-
ta peach trees in nursery all 
ready to set out next spring; 
two crops will more than pay 
for the place. A real bargain if 
sold at once. Write for partic-
ulars or come and see: L. W. 
Thompson, Talcott, Summers 
County., W. Va.” Jones said, 
“It is hard to believe that he 
was so successful with his or-
chard to have built an eight 
room house and all of those 
buildings in the early 1900s 
in Summers County nonethe-
less.”

“He [L.W. Thompson] 
moved to Talcott proper to fo-
cus on building his construc-
tion company. He also built 

a great deal of mission oak 
furniture during the 1920s 
through the 1940s. Had a 
shop in Talcott where he built 
boats. And even had one of 
the hardware stores in Talcott 
that sold Kurfees Paint. My 
mother has the Kurfees Paint 
sign that hung on the front 
of his store and has the 1910s 
water pump that he used to 
water his trees and plants in 
his orchard. Attorney David 
Zeigler and his wife Myra now 
own his farm. The photo of all 
the people is actually a post-
card of this farm. My Great 
Grandfather Orice Thompson 
is the boy sitting on the ship-
ping crate, he and the family 
were most likely in the process 
of placing an order for Hadd-
ad & Company in Charleston. 
And the back of the card reads 
‘L.W. Thompson’s peach or-
chard’.”

This brings us to the end of 
another edition of A Peek into 
Summers County’s Past. Did 
you know about all of the or-
chards in the area? Be sure to 
come back next week for an-
other edition to see what item 

Jones will discuss.
Do you have a story about 

Summers County’s past that 
you would like to share? Send 
us an email to news@hinton-
news.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

A peek into Summers County’s past: Orchards

Photo provided by William Jones.

Photo provided by William Jones.

Marriages
Luke Andrew Pudder to 

Laura Katherine Tabor.
Fiduciaries

Gary S. Wheeler, Ad-
ministrator of the Glo-
ria June Willey estate; 
Bobbie Rex Ratliff, Ad-
ministrator of the Garnett 
Imogene Ratliff estate; 
Richard H. Harris, Adminis-
trator of the Robert George 
Statler estate.

Land Transfers
Carolyn Foster to Lar-

ry D. Fox, Lot, City 
of Hinton District; 
Jeffrey D. Meador to James 
M. Amos and Kelly Rose 
Amos, Part of Lot Number 
35, City of Hinton District; 

Patricia Meador to James 
M. Amos and Kelly Rose 
Amos, Lot Numer 47, 48 & 
49, City of Hinton District; 
Jerry C. Wheeler Jr. to 
Wheeler Rentals LLC, Lot 
Block R, City of Hinton Dis-
trict and Lot, Talcott District; 
Oris Jennings Lilly Jr. 
to Wheeler Rentals LLC, 
Part of Lots 7, 8 & 9 Block 
P, City of Hinton District; 
Jeffrey D. Sears and Lori 
A. Sears to Cassandra M. 
King, 235x200x160x377, 
Green Sulphur District; 
John P. Mann and Sarah A. 
Griffin to Christopher Dea-
ton and Stacy Deaton, Part 
of Lot 7 Block K, Lot, City of 
Hinton District.

Summers County 
Courthouse news

FRI 7PM • SAT 3PM & 7PM • SUN 2PM • MON 7PM

RITZWV.COM • (304)466-6684 • 211 BALLENGEE ST • HINTON, WV

Fast X
MAY 19-22 & MAY 26-29
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Main Street Care
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“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
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PIPESTEM, WV, (Hin-
ton News) – Imagine fly-
ing hundreds of feet in the 
air amidst the mountains 
and over the gorges in 
southern West Virginia. 
This can happen on May 
27 when Pipestem Adven-
tures opens its popular 
Pipestem Peaks Zipline 
Tours for the 2023 sea-
son. Pipestem Peaks of-
fers breathtaking views 
from lines that sail across 
the Bluestone River Gorge 
three times at speeds up 
to 50 mph. While ziplin-
ing at 300 feet, views ex-

tend for a mile across the 
Mountain State. 

The zipline tour begins 
at the top of the Canyon 
Rim Center and works 
its way down to the bot-
tom of Bluestone Gorge as 
you zip from one treetop 
platform to the next. The 
zipline trip lasts about 3.5 
hours and consists of 9 
different zip lines exceed-
ing 1,000 feet in length. 
The trip concludes with a 
tram ride to the starting 
point. Two professional 
guides accompany a group 
of eight guests and follow 

the highest safety stan-
dards in the industry. The 
guides share their enthu-
siasm and knowledge for 
ziplining, the history of 
Pipestem State Park and 
information on the flora 
and fauna in the area. 

The zipline is open to 
guests ages 10 and up, 
and all guests must weigh 
between 100 and 250 
pounds. The cost of the 
tour is $99 per person. 
“We are excited to open 
the Pipestem zipline for 
the 2023 season,” said 
Paul Buechler, CEO at 

Pipestem Adventures. 
“This is a great way for 
people to experience the 
beauty of our area and 
take part in an exhilarat-
ing adventure at the same 
time.” 

Another source of fun 
that should not be missed 
while at the State Park 
is the Pipestem Adven-
ture Zone. The Adventure 
Zone offers more fun in 
one place than you can 
experience in a single day. 
Visitors can choose from 
9 exciting activities to cre-
ate a full-day adventure 

extravaganza with skeet 
shooting, laser tag, re-
mote-controlled cars on 
paved and off-road race 
tracks, 3D archery, axe 
throwing, drone flying, 
miniature golf, disc golf 
and electric motor-assist-
ed bikes. The Adventure 
Zone also opens on May 
27. 

Pipestem State Park is 
an adventurer’s paradise. 
Many other opportunities 
for fun and adventure at 
Pipestem include white 
water rafting, horseback 
riding, kayaking, golfing, 

rock climbing, mountain 
biking, a splash park, and 
an adventure lake.

View all of the Pipes-
tem Adventures activities 
at www.pipestemadven-
tures.com. Pipestem ac-
tivities can be booked by 
calling 1-833-WV-Parks 
(1-833-987-2757) or vis-
iting wvstateparks.com 
or using the link wvstate-
p a r k s . c o m / t h i n g s - t o -
d o / a e r i a l - t o u r s / p i p e -
stem-peaks/. Some 
activities require ad-
vanced reservations and 
other considerations. 

Ziplining at Pipestem Begins May 27

A look at a zipliner at Pipestem Park. Part of one ziplining path at Pipestem Park.

SUMMERS COUNTY, 
(Hinton News) - With 
spring, there are always 
the first thoughts of what 
the summer garden will 
contain. One of my fond-
est memories is of look-
ing through those seed 
catalogs with my Gran-
ny, talking about the new 
seeds we wanted to try 
out. She always made 
sure to save me a catalog 
so I could have one of my 
own to take home. 

As far back as I can 
remember, my Granny 
and Papa planted a gar-
den; big, beautiful potato 
patches, the most beauti-
ful tomato plants I have 
seen, beans by the ton, 
it seemed. They kept us 
in produce, preserved a 
bunch for the winter and 
sold the surplus for ex-
tra money. My Granny 
taught me everything I 
know about canning jelly, 
putting up apples, and so 
much more. I remember 
spending an entire day 
in the basement with her 
making various jams and 

jellies. How I miss those 
days. 

Throughout Granny’s 
house would always be 
paper towels full of seeds 
she had saved out of to-
matoes and other vegeta-
bles to dry out and plant 
to get new starts. Being a 
child of the depression, 
Granny was a big believ-
er in saving seeds and not 
wasting anything. Her 
seedlings were always the 
healthiest around. I al-
ways joked and told her 
I thought she could take 
a stick and make it grow. 
She would smile that spe-
cial smile only she had 
and say, “Probably could.”

If I concentrate really 
hard, I can still remem-
ber the taste of a tomato 
straight off the vine from 
Granny’s garden or a big 
pot of green beans and 
potatoes cooked fresh. 
Nothing compares to it 
still. 

Another fond gardening 
memory is of my Dad and 
his pumpkins. He always 
dreamed of growing a gi-
ant pumpkin for Hallow-

een. The closest he got 
was a hundred-pound Big 
Max pumpkin, but boy, 
was he ever proud of that 
thing. 

To this day, I still soak 
my seeds for a couple of 
days before putting them 
in the starter cups, and I 
still buy big Max seeds. 
So, this year, in my tiny 
garden will be a pump-
kin plant and some toma-
to plants as I try to keep 
the family traditions alive 
and well. In the end, tra-
ditions and memories are 
all we have left. Make the 
most of it all and garden 
on. 

Lisa Abshire

Memories of the past: 
Gardens of memories

Entries open for the 98th annual 
State Fair of West Virginia

LEWISBURG, W.Va. 
(Hinton News) - Entries 
are officially open for the 
98th annual State Fair of 
West Virginia’s livestock 
and home, arts and garden 
competitions. All rules 
and regulations, as well as 
registration instructions, 
are posted on the State 
Fair’s website. The dead-
line to enter is July 14.

Competition highlights 
for 2023 include a re-
vamped sheep shearing 
competition, fan-favorite 
best pepperoni roll and 
chocolate lover’s dessert 
delight cooking contests, 
and of course, the rest of 
the cooking, flower, ag 
produce, needlework and 
fine arts competitions. 

True to the State Fair’s 
mission, livestock compe-
titions are also available 
for West Virginia’s 4-H 
and FFA, and open show 
classes.

“Every year exhibitors 
gather to honor the State 
Fair’s mission of promot-
ing agricultural knowledge 
and advancement, and 
the arts. Exhibitors enter 

award winning produce, 
flowers, baked goods, live-
stock, and more. We’re 
looking forward to seeing 
what everyone brings out 
this year,” said agriculture 
competitions manager 
Alexis Porterfield-Mulca-
hy.

Please, visit statefairfof-
wv.com for more informa-
tion or to register online.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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All Rights Reserved.
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INPUT DOOZY GLADLY CAMPUSYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The shape of the number worth nothing, nil, zilch, 

naught, etc., made it easy for it to — ZIP ALONG

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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MONEY BRAVE IMPORT STUDIOYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: Using her credit card to purchase the clock 

made it possible for her to — BUY SOME TIME

THE
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Photo of signing provided by New River CTC.
(ATHENS, W.Va.) 

Concord University and 
New River Community and 
Technical College are en-
tering into an articulation 
agreement that will give 
New River graduates a di-
rect admissions path to CU 
to complete a baccalaureate 
degree.

Administration from both 
institutions gathered in the 
State Room of the Jean and 
Jerry L. Beasley Student 
Center on the morning of 
Tuesday, May 9 to make the 
collaboration official.

“We are pleased to sign 
this articulation agreement 
with Concord University to 
expand transfer opportuni-
ties for New River CTC stu-
dents,” said New River CTC 
President Dr. Bonny Copen-
haver. “This agreement pro-
vides defined pathways to 
make it easier for New River 
CTC graduates to transfer 

credits and continue their 
studies in a bachelor’s de-
gree program at Concord 
in many areas including the 
sciences, business, com-
puter science, psychology, 
social work and others. It’s 
a great day for New River 
CTC students.”

The two institutions have 
identified 103 transferable 
hours of general education-
al courses. Students who 
graduate with an associate 
degree and have a trans-
ferable GPA of at least 2.0 
and are in good standing 
are guaranteed admission 
to CU.

“By working together, we 
can better serve the needs 
of the region and beyond by 
creating additional avenues 
for students to pursue high-
er education,” said Concord 
University President Kend-
ra Boggess.

New River CTC is current-

ly accepting applications 
for summer and fall. For 
information on programs at 
New River CTC visit www.
newriver.edu, email admis-
sions@newriver.edu or call 
1-866-349-3739.

New River Community 
and Technical College serves 
nine counties in southeast 
and south-central West Vir-
ginia: Fayette, Greenbrier, 
Mercer, Monroe, Nicholas, 
Pocahontas, Raleigh, Sum-
mers and Webster. The Col-
lege offers classes online, in 
Beaver at the Raleigh Coun-
ty Campus, in Ghent at the 
Advanced Technology Cen-
ter, in Hinton at Summers 
County ARH Hospital, in 
Lewisburg at the Greenbrier 
Valley Campus, in Marlin-
ton at One Room Universi-
ty, in Princeton at the Mer-
cer County Campus and in 
Summersville at the Nicho-
las County Campus.

Concord University partners 
with New River CTC to help more 
students continue their education
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Notice is hereby given that WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY, a public utility, 
has filed with the PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF WEST VIRGINIA a tariff containing a re-
quested increase in rates, tolls, and charges for furnishing water service to approximately 168,000 
customers in Boone, Braxton, Cabell, Clay, Fayette, Harrison, Jackson, Kanawha, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Logan, Mason, Mercer, Putnam, Raleigh, Roane, Summers, Wayne, and Webster Counties.

The tariff filing will also directly or indirectly affect those customers of the following public 
service districts, regional development authorities, municipalities, or other governmental subdi-
visions who, under agreements approved by the Public Service Commission, are charged water 
rates that are in whole or in part based on the rates of the Company:
Boone County Public Service District
Cumberland Public Service District
Flatwoods Canoe-Run Public Service District
Jumping Branch-Nimitz Public Service District
Kanawha County Regional Development Authority
Lashmeet Public Service District
Lewis County Economic Development Authority
New Haven Public Service District
Oakvale Road Public Service District
Putnam County Building Commission
Salt Rock Public Service District
Webster County Economic Development Authority

Some of the customers receiving service from these entities under Operation and Maintenance 
Agreements with the Company also pay a surcharge in addition to the metered water rates. These 
surcharge amounts were approved by the Public Service Commission in prior cases, and those 
surcharges will not increase or otherwise be affected by this filing.

The proposed increased rates and charges will become effective February 25, 2024, unless oth-
erwise ordered by the Public Service Commission, and will produce, on a total Company basis, 
$41,175,752 in additional annual net water revenues over present rate revenues, or an overall 
increase in revenues of approximately 22.5%. The $41,175,752 consists of an increase in base rates 
of $51,308,960 in annual revenue and a decrease in the Company’s Distribution System Invest-
ment Charge (“DSIC”) of $10,133,208 in annual revenue, with such revenues being collected from 
customers as more fully described herein. This increase includes an allocation of the wastewater 
revenue requirement to the water revenue requirement to support the same percentage increase 
in rates for both water and wastewater customers. The Company is further proposing a new set 
of low income tariffs, and other rate mechanisms, the impacts of which are reflected in the rate 
increase schedule below.

The Company’s proposed low income tariff for water and wastewater service that includes mul-
tiple tiers of discounts based on different levels of household income stated as multiples of Feder-
al Poverty Level (“FPL”). The driving principle behind the Company’s proposed low income tariff 
is to provide all participating customers discounts such that the expected bill for basic water or 
wastewater service will be no more than 3% of their annual household income.

The proposed tariff discounts are as follows:

The Company expects that the Commission will order the suspension of the new rates and 
charges for the full 300-day suspension period under W. Va. Code §24-2-4a, or until February 
25, 2024.

The following schedule shows the change from rates currently in effect based on representative 
levels of consumption and the monthly dollar and percentage changes including the Company’s 
proposed allocation of the revenue requirement between water and wastewater customers and 
the impact of its proposed new low income tariffs. The modification of any of these components 
will impact this schedule. The average monthly bill for the various classes of customers will be 
changed as follows:

WEST VIRGINIA (except Cumberland, Glasgow, and Cedar Grove)

Low Income Tariff Discount (%) Discount
0%-50% Federal Poverty Level 65%
50%-100% Federal Poverty Level 50%
100%-150% Federal Poverty Level 30%
150%-200% Federal Poverty Level 15%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     11.38 31.26%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  18.95 31.26%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  101.08 31.27%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  2,476.85 31.26%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  181.71 31.26%
Sale for Resale (4" meter; 5,652,000 gal)  14,792.59 31.26%

CUMBERLAND (all Customers)

GLASGOW (all Customers)

CEDAR GROVE (all Customers)

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     25.58 115.17%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  42.60 115.20%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  227.16 115.19%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal) 5,566.74 115.18%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  408.37 115.18%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     14.29 42.66%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal)  23.80 42.67%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  126.94 42.68%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  3,110.68 42.68%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  228.20 42.68%

AVERAGE CUSTOMER PER CLASS ($) INCREASE % INCREASE
Residential (5/8" meter; minimum bill 1,500 gal) $     14.66 44.25%
Residential (5/8" meter; 3,000 gal) 24.41 44.25%
Commercial (1" meter; 16,000 gal)  130.17 44.25%
Industrial (4" meter; 650,000 gal)  3,189.89 44.24%
Other Public Authority (1" meter; 33,000 gal)  234.01 44.24%

This increase will incorporate the rate impact of the cumulative investment under the Compa-
ny’s Distribution System Improvement Charge (DSIC) program that was (or is projected to be) 
placed into service between March 1, 2022 and December 31, 2023. As a result, the Company 
proposes to reduce the DSIC component of its rates relating to that investment when the new base 
rates go into effect.

The Company’s sale for resale customers include Bluefield Valley Water Works Company, La-
valette PSD, Flatwoods Canoe Run PSD, Aqua Ohio Water, Jane Lew PSD, Lincoln PSD, City of 
Milton, and the City of Hurricane.

The rate increases shown above are based on averages for customers in the indicated class. In-
dividual customers may receive increases that are greater or less than average. Furthermore, the 
requested rates and charges are only a proposal and are subject to change (increase or decrease) 
by the Public Service Commission in its review of this filing. Any increase in rates and charges 
will not become effective until authorized and approved by the Public Service Commission. If a 
hearing is conducted, notice will be given of the time and place of hearing.

A complete copy of the Company’s tariff proposals and a representative of the Company to 
provide information concerning this tariff are available to all customers, prospective customers 
or their agents at the following offices:

Copies of the tariffs have also been delivered to representatives of the aforementioned public 
service districts and entities for public inspection at their respective offices.

Anyone desiring to intervene and act as a party in either of these cases should file on or before 
July 29, 2023 a Petition to Intervene complying with the Commission rules on intervention in the 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, 150 C.S.R. 1, unless otherwise modified by Commission order. 
Anyone desiring to protest should file a written protest as soon as possible, although protests 
will be accepted by the Commission through the pendency of this proceeding. All written pro-
tests should briefly state the reason for the protest. All protests and Petitions to Intervene should 
clearly state the case name and number and be addressed to Karen Buckley, Executive Secretary, 
Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box 812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323.

A copy of this tariff is also available for public inspection at the Offices of the Secretary of the 
Public Service Commission at 201 Brooks Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.

West Virginia-American Water  
Central Division
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue  
Charleston, WV 25302

West Virginia-American Water
Western Division
4002 Ohio River Road  
Huntington, WV 25702

West Virginia-American Water  
Southern Division
12 Mile Road @ Route 460  
Princeton, West Virginia 24740

West Virginia-American Water  
Northern Division
1243 U.S. Highway 19 South  
Weston, West Virginia 26452

(Tariff Form 8)
PUBLIC NOTICE OF CHANGE IN RATES

WEST VIRGINIA-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
AVAILABILITY 

DRAFT Supplemental 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT
 Bluestone Dam Safety 

Modification Project
Miller Avenue Hauling 

Restrictions
Summers County, 

West Virginia
The U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, Huntington Dis-
trict, by this Notice of Avail-
ability (NOA), advises the 
public that the Draft Sup-
plemental Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) for the 
Bluestone Dam Safety Mod-
ification Project, Miller Ave-
nue Hauling Restrictions is 
complete and available for 
public review. The project is 
located in Summers County, 
West Virginia. A Finding of 
No Significant Impact (FON-
SI) is anticipated for the pro-
posed project. A Draft FON-
SI is included with the draft 
SEA for public review. 

In compliance with the 
National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) and 40 
CFR 1501.4, the draft SEA 
and FONSI must be available 
to the public in the affected 
area for thirty (30) days for 
review and comment. Final 
determination regarding the 
need for additional NEPA 
documentation will be made 
after the public review peri-
od, which begins on or about 
May 05, 2023. Copies of the 
documents may be viewed at 
the following location:

Summers County 
Public Library 
201 Temple St.

Hinton, West Virginia 25951

Phone: (304) 466-4490
The documents may also 

be viewed at the following 
website: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . l r h . u s a c e .
army.mil/Missions/Public-
Review/. 

Copies of the draft SEA 
and FONSI may be obtained 
by contacting the Hunting-
ton District Office of the 
Corps of Engineers at (304) 
399-5924. 

Comments pertaining 
to the documents may be 
submitted by electronic mail 
to: BluestoneDamDSA@
usace.army.mil, or by letter 
to:
Ms. Rebecca Rutherford
Chief, Environmental Analy-
sis Section, Planning Branch 
Huntington District Corps 
of Engineers, 502 Eighth 
Street, Huntington, West 
Virginia 25701-2070 
(10,17,24,31my)

LEGAL NOTICE
The City of Hinton, San-

itary Board in accordance 
with their NPDES Permit, 
maintains and operates a 
combined sewer collection 
and treatment facility serv-
ing the residents within and 
near the City. 

A portion of the wastewa-
ter system operates as a com-
bined system with combined 
sewer overflows (CSO’s), 
which means during rain 
events, storm water runoff is 
carried into the sanitary sew-
er lines. During heavy rain 
events, the system could be-
come overloaded with storm 
and sanitary wastewater and 
discharge into the receiving 
streams. 

During dry weather, these 

overflows do not normally 
pose a concern and the sys-
tem can handle flows to the 
wastewater treatment. How-
ever, be advised that during 
storm events or snow melt, 
these overflow may dis-
charge and pose a potential 
health risk from contact with 
the river at this point. Please 
note that each outlet is iden-
tified by outfall markers. 

You are advised to 
avoid contact with the wa-
ter during these overflow 
events. Should you observe 
a discharge event or have 
any questions regarding this 
advisory, please contact the 
City at (304) 466-0622. 
(10,17my)

NOTICE
The Southern Educa-

tional Services Cooperative 
(SESC) is applying for a 
Nita Lowery 21st Century 
Community Learning Cen-
ter grant from the West 
Virginia Department of 
Education to establish af-
terschool programs at Hin-
ton Elementary, Jumping 
Branch Elementary, Talcott 
Elementary and Summers 
County Comprehensive 
High School. 

If you would like to 
provide input into the grant 
or if you would be willing 
to provide services to the 
afterschool program at 
any of these site(s), please 
contact Charles Phillips at 
the SESC by phone at (304) 
619-8622 or by e-mail at 
charles.phillips@wvesc.org. 

The completed grant ap-
plication will be available 
for public review after June 
1, 2023.
(10,17my)



Wrestler George South Sr. discusses his career, 
upcoming Hinton event and more

HINTON, (Hinton News) 
- American Pro Wrestling is 
coming back to Hinton for 

another series of matches. 
George South Sr., a long-
time wrestler who is partic-
ipating in the event, recently 

spoke about his career, the 
upcoming performance, re-
uniting with his son for the 
show and West Virginia.

South has an extensive 
career, having wrestled for 
41 years. Throughout his ex-
periences, he has wrestled 
some of the biggest names in 
the industry, including Hulk 
Hogan and Ric Flair. Addi-
tionally, South has trained 
several other professionals, 
such as Henry Godwin, an-
other wrestler participating 
in the Hinton event, and his 
son, George Jr. Godwin is 
part of WWF and South said 
he is incredibly proud of his 
success.

“Henry Godwin, who 
is from WWF, is going to 
make an appearance when 
I come up there to be with 
y’all, I trained him, many 
years ago, he was one of my 
students. And just to see the 
success that he’s gained...” 
He added that, at the time 
he was training Godwin, 
George Jr. was around 10 or 
11 years old.

South’s son is one of the 
wrestlers that will be part of 
the Hinton show. He said it 
will be a fun event, but for 

him, it will also be a family 
reunion. He stated, “This 
will be not only a great wres-
tling event but for me to be 
able to see Henry Godwin. 
My son will also get to see 
Henry Godwin for the first 
time in many years, so it’s 
not just a wrestling show 
this time for me, but it’s 
kind of a family reunion.”

The May show is not 
South’s first time in the 
Mountain State. He stated 
that he had a home in Princ-
eton for many years and 
had done shows all over the 
state. He said, “Being able to 
come back to some of these 
great little towns is what I 
live for, and I love doing it.”

“All those towns and great 
people, and we’re coming 
back. So I’m excited. I was 
actually there in Hinton at 
the last show and got to see 
a lot of old friends and loved 
it so much. I’m coming back, 
and I’m bringing my son 
with me.”

South noted that he wants 
the community to know 
that their shows are not like 
what is seen in Hollywood. 
He said, “It’s pro wrestling. 
If it’s done right, is a place 

where you can bring your 
family. I know sometimes, 
on TV, it gets kind of crazy, 
gets kind of rough, and you 
say, ‘Man, I can’t let my kids 
watch that’ but that’s not us. 
We’re a great family-friend-
ly event. We just have 
old-fashioned pro wrestling 
and some great guys. We 
got some young guys a lot 
of veterans like myself and 
if nothing else, people can 
come and see the reunion 
between my son and Henry 
Godwin. That’s going to be 
pretty neat, even for me.”

South stated that he is 
more than happy to interact 
with fans, sign autographs, 
etc. “If someone writes me 
an old-fashioned letter and 
asks for an autographed pic-
ture. I still send it. Wrestlers 
can’t believe I even do that, 

but, you know, we feel it. We 
try to keep it that tight-knit 
because the fans are what 
it’s all about.”

Unlike the last match 
in Hinton, South will be 
spending his time in the cor-
ner managing his son and 
Henry Godwin in a tag-team 
match. When asked who he 
thought would win, he said, 
“If I’m driving all that way, 
I guarantee you my son and 
Henry Godwin are going to 
win. They’ll be the new Tag 
Team Champions.”

If you would like to learn 
more about Georg South 
Sr., visit his website george-
south.com. To learn more 
about American Pro Wres-
tling and the upcoming 
event in Hinton, go to the 
organization’s social media 
pages.

Rebecca Stalnaker

George South Sr. Photo provided by Amer-
ican Pro Wrestling.

Bryan Bielanski

Bryan Bielanski live in Lewisburg
Upbeat and energet-

ic North Carolina sing-
er-songwriter Bryan 
Bielanski is coming to 
town! Bryan Bielans-
ki is on tour promoting 
his new album “Bryan’s 
Super Happy Fun Time 
3” and making a stop on 
June 29, 2023, in Lewis-
burg, West Virginia at 
Hawk Knob Cidery and 
Meadery. It is an all ages 
show starting at 4:00 
p.m.

Bryan Bielanski’s mu-
sic has been compared 
to the likes of The Beat-
les, Nirvana, Buddy 
Holly and Tom Petty but 
he has his own unique 
style as well. This road 
warrior has been tak-
ing his upbeat catchy 
songs city to city and 
country to country for 
years now, living the no-
madic life and trying to 
spread some good vibes 
and a positive message 
on each and every tour 
stop.

This critically ac-
claimed globetrotting 
singer/songwriter has 
been touring the US and 

the world for the last 
10+ years. During that 
time, Bryan Bielanski 
has performed in Ala-
bama, Arizona, Arkan-
sas, Austria, Belgium, 
California, Canada, 
China, Colorado, Con-
necticut, Costa Rica, 
Delaware, District of Co-
lumbia, Florida, France, 
Georgia, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Italy, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Luxembourg, 
Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Mexico, 
Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missou-
ri, Montana, Nebraska, 
Netherlands, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, 
New York, North Caroli-
na, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Poland, 
Rhode Island, Russia, 
South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Switzerland, 
Tennessee, Texas, Thai-
land, United Kingdom, 
Utah, Vermont, Virgin-
ia, Washington, West 
Virginia, Wisconsin and 

Wyoming.
If you want to find 

out more about Bryan 
Bielanski, his music and 
his tour schedule, you 
can check out his official 
website at https://bry-

anssuperhappyfuntime.

com
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