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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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All Rights Reserved.
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VITAL NIECE WEALTH DOLLARYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: It’s impossible for humans to know everything, 

which we just have to — LEARN TO LIVE WITH

(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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ADAPT BATCH FIDDLE RUNNERYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The first baseball gloves were — 

HAND-CRAFTED 
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A peek at Summers County’s past: Glenray Lumber Company

GLENRAY, (Hinton 
News) - It is time for an -
other edition of A Peek 
into Summers County’s 
Past. Every week, a local 
history collector, William 
Jones, talks about items 
from his collection and 
their historical signifi -
cance. Many of the pieces 
come from businesses that 
no longer exist. In this edi -
tion, we are discussing the 
Glenray Lumber Compa-
ny.

Lumber companies are 
somewhat commonplace 
in the Mountain State. 
However, few know that 
one once operated in Sum-
mers County, approx-
imately one mile from 
Alderson. Jones said, 
“Everyone has heard of 
the large lumber compa-
nies that supply lumber to 
big box stores like Lowes. 
However, back in the day, 
there were also smaller 
lumber companies, like 
the Meadow River Lum-
ber Company in Rainelle, 
W.Va., that eventually 
sold out to Georgia-Pacif-
ic Corporation. Even on 
a more local scale, there 
were companies situated 

around West Virginia. One 
of which was the Glenray 
Lumber Company in Glen-
ray, WV the early 1900s in 
Summers County.”

According to Jones, “the 
Glenray Lumber Company 
sawed their lumber pri -
marily in Clayton, W.Va. 
and brought it down the 
mountain by horse and 
buggy in its early days to 
Griffiths Creek, W.Va.” 
Talking about the area, he 
continued by saying, “A lit -
tle known fact was that the 
community of what is now 
known as Griffiths Creek 
was known as ‘Santifee’. 
This is because in the mid 

to late 1800s there was a 
community that consist -
ed of several people, they 
had a general store, and 
a post office was even es-
tablished. Santifee is what 
the post office was named. 
It was derived from ‘Santa 
Fe’. Santa Fe is the site of 
the oldest public building 
in the United States and 
the site of the country’s 
oldest community celebra-
tion, Santa Fe Fiesta, hav-
ing been formed in 1712.”

There are two differ-
ent spellings of the town: 
Santafee and Santifee. Ac-
cording to Kenny Hamill’s 
1945 publication West 
Virginia Place Names: 
Their Origin and Meaning, 
Including the Nomencla -
ture of the Streams and 
Mountains, the Geograph-
ic Board ruled in 1933 
that it should be Santafee. 
This ruling leads many to 
believe the term is a com-
bination of the Spanish 
words santa and fe, mean-
ing holy and faith, respec-
tively.

“The lumber was 
brought to the roadway 
that is now Route 3 and 
12, where it was then for-
warded across the river to 
the community of Glenray. 
It was here where the lum-
ber was loaded on railroad 
cars and shipped out.”

Fascinatingly, a train 
once ran in the area to aid 
with the movement of the 
lumber. Jones said, “An-
other little known fact of 
this area is there used to 
be a train that ran all the 
way to Keeney’s Knob, 
WV. The lumber company 
installed the train tracks 
and ran trains across the 
mountain to carry their 

lumber that had been cut 
by a big band mill they had 
installed in 1912. If you 
know where to look, there 
is still evidence of the 
train track that once ran 
through this mountainous 
area of Summers County.”

Adding a personal con-
nection to the piece, sev-
eral relatives of Jones 
worked for the Glenray 
Lumber Company. He 
said, “My Great Great 
Grandfather David Silas 
Thomas ran a crew of men 
for the lumber company 
and operated one of the 
various camps the compa-
ny had on the mountain. 
The train would be uti -
lized to carry supplies to 
the farthest camp that was 
on Kenneys Mountain. 
Two of the men that David 
Silas had working on his 
crew was my Great Great 
Uncle Tom Harrah, who I 
had previously mentioned 
in my article about the 
Riverside Rest map. And 
his son, my Great Grand-
father Fred O. Thomas.”

“Fred later worked as a 
fireman for the railroad, 
which moved him, his wife, 
and 11 children around to 
various states between the 
1930s until he lost his life 
on the job in Ronceverte, 

W.Va., in 1951,” Jones 
stated. “His railroad desk 
sat untouched in my Great 
Grandmother’s house on 
Muddy Creek Mountain, 
W.Va., until my mother 
and I assisted one of his 
daughters cleaning it out 
in 2012.”

During the process of 
cleaning out the desk, 
Jones discovered photos of 
the Glenray Lumber Com-
pany. He said, “It was at 
this time I uncovered these 
early photos of the Glen-
ray Lumber Company and 
this stack of time record 
books that had belonged 
to David Silas where he 
kept the time for his crew 
that worked under him. It 
is noteworthy to point out 

that the booklet on the top 

of the stack is from Aham 

& Reynolds Santifee, W. 

Va. Medicines, Dry Goods, 

Groceries. This is the only 

thing I have ever came 

across during my time of 

collecting that references 

the community of Santi -

fee.”

This brings us to the end 

of another edition of A 

Peek into Summers Coun-

ty’s Past. Have you heard 

of the Glenray Lumber 

Company?

If you have a story from 

Summers County’s histo-

ry that you would like to 

share? Send us an email at 

news@hintonnews.com.

Rebecca Stalnaker 
and William Jones

Photos of the Glenray Lumber Company 
and items from Santifee. Photo provided 
by William Jones


