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Hinton, W.Va., (Hinton
News) — The Appalachian
Beekeeping Collective
(ABC), a project of the
non-profit  Appalachian
Headwaters, was recently
voted as the “Best Honey
in West Virginia” in West
Virginia Living maga-
zine’s 2022 “Best of West
Virginia” contest.

Since its creation in
2017, Appalachian Bee-
keeping Collective has
helped hundreds of peo-
ple in distressed Appa-
lachian counties learn
how to raise bees, harvest
honey and sell their prod-
ucts in an environmental-
ly responsible way. Terri
J. Giles, a Hinton native
who returned home for
this venture, has been in-
volved from the beginning
and sees the multiple ben-
efits of this social enter-
prise.

Two years ago, ABC
launched its sales web-
site — ABCHoney.org — to
sell the natural honey its
beekeepers have harvest-
ed from their 850 hives.
The ABCHoney.org web-
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site features a selection
of ABC honey in addition
to products from partners
Benko Glass, J.D. Dickin-
son Salt, Walter Hyleck
pottery, and Rishi teas.

“When you shop with us,
you support beekeepers,
bees and environmental
programs that help restore
ecosystems in Central Ap-
palachia,” said Giles. “All
proceeds are invested
back into the Appalachian
Beekeeping Collective to
expand our geographic
reach, assisting more peo-
ple, communities and the
environment.”

Giles indicated that
Central Appalachia is an
ideal location for natural
beekeeping, and honey
produced from this re-
gion is distinct from other
brands. “The abundance
of diverse forest and un-
developed land in our re-
gion helps keep our bees
healthy,” she said. “Our
native Appalachian for-
ests host an abundance of
nectar-rich species such
as tulip poplar, black lo-
cust, sourwood, and wild-
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flowers. Most agricultural
land with our hives are de-
voted to livestock, mean-
ing that much of the area
is covered is excellent bee
forage, like clover.”
“Appalachia Beekeeping
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Collective has also grown
into a thriving jobs pro-
gram in West Virginia and
Southwest Virginia that is
producing natural honey
that is free from pesticides
and pollution,” said Giles.
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Vape shop employee
arrested on drug charges

Ibrahim Saleh Alkaati

Rebecca Stalnaker

One drug-related arrest
led to another after an in-
vestigation from local law
enforcement. After an offi-
cer arrested the initial per-
petrator, an investigation
allegedly revealed commu-
nication between that per-
son and the vape shop locat-
ed at 211 Main Street.

According to the criminal
complaint, officers went to
the aforementioned shop on
December 10 in reference
to an ongoing investigation.
Upon arrival, they spoke to
Ibrahim Saleh Alkaati, 24,
of Hinton, who worked in
the shop and resided on the
premises. The complaint
goes on to say that Alkaati
gave the officers consent to
search the premises, which

led to the alleged discovery
of a “green leafy substance”
consistent with marijuana.

During the search, officers
also found what the crimi-
nal complaint describes as
“multiple candy bars that
appeared to include psyche-
delic mushrooms.” Addi-
tionally, officers reportedly
found several packages with
counterfeit Delta 8 stickers,
with the contents suppos-
edly containing an illegal
amount of THC. A large
amount of cash was also
found in Alkaaiti’s personal
effects.

After further investigation
and questioning, officers ar-
rested Alkaati. As of the time
of writing, Alkaati resides in
Southern Regional Jail with
a bail amount of $25,000.

Alderson’s Store celebrates 135y

Rebecca Stalnaker

ALDERSON (Hinton
News) - Alderson is home to
what is considered the old-
est, continuously operating,
family-owned and operated
retail store in the state, Al-
derson’s Store. This year, the
establishment is celebrating
135 years of business.

According to current Gen-
eral Manager Sarah Alder-
son, the story of Alderson’s
began with her great-grand-
father, John Marshall Alder-
son II, in 1887. At that time,
he opened the store as J.M.
Alderson General Merchan-
dise. As the name implies,
the business carried a wide
variety of items. Sarah said,
“It sold many of the necessi-
ties of the time, always with
its customers’ needs and
wants in mind.”

When the next genera-
tion’s John Marshall Al-
derson III began running
the store in the 1920s, the
merchandise changed a bit.
While there were some of
the items from before, the
new owner turned his atten-
tion to women’s clothing.

Sarah stated, “My grand-
father, John Marshall Alder-
son III, began to turn it into
a women’s clothing store
with some general store
holdovers in the 1920s, be-
cause he saw that as the way
of the future and what his
customers were wanting. It
remained very successful as
such for much of the 20th
century.”

J.M. Alderson III passed
away in 1986, when the store
was only a month shy of its
100th birthday. His son,
John Marshall Alderson IV,

Sarah’s father, inherited the
business at this time. Sarah
spoke about this juncture in
the store’s history saying,
“He was still working full-
time in his insurance career
but did not want to close the
store. Some of my grandfa-
ther’s longtime employees
kept it going in the interim.

And then my mother, Betty g

Alderson, stepped in and
started helping it evolve
again to suit the times and
the customers.

“Today, we’ve come back
to our roots of selling a little
bit of everything for every-
one. The fourth generation
continues to diversify what
we sell and make it a kind of
modern general store,” said
Sarah.

An historical icon and
staple, Alderson’s Store
has continued to operate
through many dire situa-
tions. Sarah noted, “So far,
we've survived two world
wars, a flu pandemic, the
stock market crash and the
Great Depression, our first
building burning to the
ground, various recessions,
the COVID-19 pandemic
and more. Our generation
hopes to keep it going as
long as we can, and maybe
even the next generation
could help it to continue.”

In addition to starting this
successful business, the Al-
derson family is steeped in
local history.

“Alderson’s Store — offi-
cially J.M. Alderson Gener-
al Merchandise LLC — is a
major part of the history of
the town of Alderson. It was
started, and is still run, by
direct descendants of Elder
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Alderson’s Store has a wide selection of

West Virginia-made arts and crafts in-
cluding glassware and pottery. Photo by

Tia Mattox

John Alderson, the frontier
minister who settled the
town in 1777. He also start-
ed the oldest Baptist church
west of the Alleghenies,
the Old Greenbrier Baptist
Church, and the family has
been starting and running
businesses ever since — in-
cluding the town’s first ferry,
an early mill, a bank, a col-
lege, another general store
and more.” Sarah stated.
Part of the store’s rich his-
tory is not only the building
that holds the store but also
the surrounding buildings.
According to Sarah, they
hope to save another build-
ing in the historic district
that has ties to their histo-
ry. She said, “It’s a quaint
cottage-style building that
historians and architects
have confirmed is likely the

oldest commercial build-
ing still standing in Alder-
son. It was once owned by
our great-grandfather, who
started the store. When our
original building burned
to the ground in 1930, he
moved that other little
building to our former lot
and began to build our cur-
rent building in its place.”

The building that now
houses Alderson’s Store was
designed by the renowned
West Virginia architect
Walter Martens, who also
designed the Governor’s
Mansion in Charleston. The
Alderson building was com-
pleted in 1932 and is consid-
ered a “pristine example of
Art Deco architecture,” said
Sarah.

Sarah spoke about her
favorite things about the

store. “One of my favorite
things about the store, be-
sides its history, is really the
customers. They are literally
what keeps us going,” she
said. “To my granddaddy,
customer service was key.
My mom loved talking with
customers and watching
them discover and enjoy the
merchandise and the dis-
plays she created. And now
I find myself doing many of
the things they did.”

The store holds a multi-
tude of memories spanning
decades. Sarah said she and
her siblings hold a great
many memories from grow-
ing up in the store including
their first jobs. Even so, it is
the memories of longtime
customers she loves to hear.

“What’s even more special
is hearing all the memories
that customers of all ages
share with me now. It makes
me thoroughly realize and
appreciate what an import-
ant role the store has played
in our community. And
those are memories that
would be great to share for
future generations. In fact,
most of my career for much
of my life has involved writ-
ing. Maybe there’s a book in
there somewhere to be writ-
ten about the legacy of this
wonderful little store in a
town called Alderson, West
Virginia.”

As part of Alderson’s
Store’s ongoing commu-
nity-related efforts, they
hold an annual holiday
book drive. According to
Sarah, they got the idea for
the book drive from their
ever-growing collection of
books connected to or about

ears of operation

West Virginia, written by or
illustrated by a West Virgin-
ian.

She said, “Our children’s
books happen to be some
of the most popular, and we
thought it would be great
to make sure our local el-
ementary school students
could each get a new one for
Christmas. We truly believe
in fostering a love of books
and reading at a young age,
particularly because our
mother, Betty Alderson, did
that for us.”

The store commits to col-
lecting approximately 650
books each year. According
to Sarah, the community is
always generous in helping
them reach their goals. This
year, they need 289 more
books to meet their goal.

“The book drive also gives
back and helps others in
several other ways. We buy
books primarily from West
Virginia publishers, distrib-
utors and authors. So, this
project not only helps local
children and schools, but it
also benefits West Virginia
small businesses, writers,
artists and more, while also
promoting our state. And
it shows children that they
could be writers and illus-
trators or work in related
careers as well.” Sarah said.

For more information
about the history of Al-
derson’s Store or the book
drive, visit the store’s Face-
book page or stop by for a
visit. The store is located at
320 Monroe Street South,
Alderson, WV 24910. To
reach Alderson’s Store, call
304-445-2851 or email al-
dersonsstore@gmail.com.
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Concord University holds its 24th fall commencement

ATHENS, W.Va. — (Hinton
News) - Concord University
held the 24th Fall Commence-
ment in the main gym of the
Leslie R. and Ruby Webb
Carter Center during three
ceremonies on two days: mas-
ter’s degree candidates were
hooded on Friday, December
9 at 6 p.m. and candidates for
undergraduate degrees were
honored on Saturday, Decem-
ber 10 at 10 a.m. and noon.

The valedictorian for fall
2022 is Madison Darby Tay-
lor of Beckley, West Virgin-
ia. Taylor graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in Health
Sciences with a concentration
in pre-professional studies.
She addressed her class in the
noon ceremony.

CU’s Honors Program had
one graduate this fall: Emily
Grace Lewis of Charleston,
West Virginia. Lewis graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of Science
in Biology with a concentra-
tion in Pre-Physician’s Assis-
tant/Physical Therapy and a
minor in Neuroscience and
Sports Medicine.

The Fall 2022 class in-
cludes 168 candidates for
graduation. Of those, 139 are
from West Virginia. Three
graduates are from other
countries: the United King-
dom, Dominican Republic,
and Nigeria. There are grad-
uates representing 14 states:
West Virginia, Virginia, Utah,
Tennessee, Pennsylvania,
Oklahoma, Ohio, New York,
North Carolina, Minnesota,
Maryland, Indiana, Florida,
and California.

Candidates for graduation
participated in a ceremony
based on their degree. In the
December 9 ceremony, grad-
uates received the following
degrees: Master of Business
Administration; Master of
Education; Master of So-
cial Work; Master of Arts in
Teaching; and Master of Arts
in Health Promotion.

In the December 10 cere-
monies, graduates received
the following degrees: Bach-
elor of Science in Business
Administration; Bachelor of
Science in Recreation and
Tourism Management; Bach-
elor of Arts in Advertising and
Graphic Design; Bachelor of
Arts in Studio Art; Bachelor of
Science in Psychology; Bach-
elor of Science in Sociology;
Bachelor of Science in Social
Work; Bachelor of Science in
Biology; Bachelor of Science
in Education; Bachelor of
Science in Health Sciences;
Bachelor of Arts in English;
Bachelor of Arts in History;
Bachelor of Science in Com-
puter Science; Bachelor of
Science in Chemistry; Bache-
lor of Science in Environmen-
tal Geosciences; and Regents
Bachelor of Arts.

Dr. Kendra Boggess, Presi-
dent, issued the welcome and
offered remarks during the
ceremonies, and Mr. David
Barnette, chair of CU’s Board
of Governors also addressed
graduates at the undergrad-
uate degree ceremonies. Dr.
Susan Robinett, professor
of business, served as Grand
Marshal. The candidates were
presented to the president by
Dr. Edward W. Huffstetler,
Provost and Vice President for
Academic Affairs. Dr. Kathryn
Liptak, Associate Provost and
Dean of the College of Pro-
fessional and Liberal Studies,
assisted Dr. Boggess with the
hooding ceremonies for the
master’s degree candidates.

The ceremonies were re-
corded and a commemorative
jump drive or DVD of the re-
cording are available to pur-
chase for $20. Visit the web-
site here for a link. To view the
recordings of all ceremonies,
visit concord.edu/graduation.

MASTER’S CANDIDATES
FOR GRADUATION

WEST VIRGINIA

Athens: Chloe Curry Jones,
Master of Education

Beckley: Eric John Flo-
resca, Master of Business
Administration; Kel Grant,
Master of Social Work; Kristi
Anne McCormick, Master of
Business Administration

Beverly: Aimee Jolene Car-
dot, Master of Social Work

Bluefield: Adam Dixon,
Master of Education; Justin
Lightfoot, Master of Educa-
tion; Kristen Williams, Mas-
ter of Social Work

Bomont: Trevor Armes,
Master of Arts in Health Pro-
motion

Buckhannon: Michelle Cay-
nor, Master of Social Work

Charleston: Chelsie Farm-
er, Master of Social Work;
Makaylah Jamelle Keith,
Master of Social Work

Crab Orchard: Kasey Rayne
Daniels, Master of Social
Work

Craigsville: Natasha Tuck-

er, Master of Social Work

Fairmont: Alexandria
Hamler, Master of Social
Work

Fayetteville:Myrissa Grose,
Master of Social Work; Jamie
Hogan, Master of Business
Administration

Gap Mills: Erica Jo Brown-
field, Master of Social Work

Hewett:Tamara  Nichols,
Master of Social Work

Hurricane:Amber Ber-
nard, Master of Social Work;
Heather Nicole Bumgarner,
Master of Social Work; Kate-
lynn Gatens, Master of Social
Work; Rachel Lynn Sumner,
Master of Social Work

Lerona: Katelyn Marie Les-
ter, Master of Arts in Teach-
ing (English 5-Adult)

Lester:Ashley Justus, Mas-
ter of Social Work

Lewisburg: Mackenzie
Emma Taylor, Master of So-
cial Work

Mount Hope: Lauren P.
Boyd, Master of Social Work

Newburg: Meegan Cordero,
Master of Social Work

Peterstown: Katherine
Mann, Master of Education

Princeton: Logan Matthew
Angell, Master of Business
Administration; Shyann Carr,
Master of Education; Brittany
Alexis Rose Cottle, Master of
Education; Nicholas Drug-
gish, Master of Education;
Alicia McClaugherty Hypes,
Master of Education; Heath-
er Michelle Punturi, Master
of Education; Matthew V.
Thomas, Master of Education

Robson: Misty L. Woodard,
Master of Social Work

Rock: Loressa Bouldin,
Master of Education

Scott Depot: Michelle R.
Vaughan, Master of Social
Work

Saint Albans: Allison John-
son, Master of Social Work

Union: Adam Neel, Master
of Education

Weston: Shamae Jones,
Master of Social Work

Williamstown: ~ Stephanie
Shawver, Master of Social
Work

Winfield: Charity Matney,
Master of Social Work; Bret
Rorabaugh, Master of Arts in
Health Promotion

Wheeling: Nabulungi Co-
chran, Master or Social Work

OUT-OF-STATE

Ashland, KY:Ashley Jack-
son, Master of Social Work

Bluefield, VA: Kaitlyn Paige
Hardy, Master of Education;
Nathan Lawson, Master of
Education

Christiansburg, VA: Keith
Taylor, Master of Education

Clifton Forge, VA: Dajor
Davenport, Master of Arts in
Health Promotion

Moore, OK: Tania Nunez,
Master of Social Work

Narrows, VA: Rachel Riggs,
Master of Education; Denise
Ward, Master of Education

Norristown, PA: Rashon
Lusane, Master of Arts in
Health Promotion

Pembroke, VA: Jacob
Meadows, Master of Educa-
tion

Penrose, CO: Danielle Tye,
Master of Social Work

Rutland, OH:Breana D.
Hemsley, Master of Social
Work

Staunton, VA:Alexis Jordan
Ferry, Master of Social Work;
Patricia Pleasants Shifflett,
Master of Social Work

Troutville, VA:Ty Maust,
Master of Business Adminis-
tration

Wappingers Falls, NY:
Justin Voss, Master of Social
Work

West Valley City, UT: Misty
Fonnesbeck, Master of Social
Work

Winterville, NC: Aerial
LaNee’ Clay, Master of Social
Work

UNDERGRADUATE CAN-
DIDATES FOR GRADUA-
TION

WEST VIRGINIA

Alderson: Skyler Nekole
MecCallister, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Psychology

Athens: Amanda Lester,
Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art;
Andrew William Jennings,
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

Avondale: Brittany Rowe,
Bachelor of Science in Psy-
chology

Ballard: Kassidy Shae
Hunt, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration

Beaver: Jonathan Tanner
Odell, Bachelor of Science
in Computer Science; Eric
Shrewsbury, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Social Work

Beckley: Grace Kathryn
Gallinger, Bachelor of Science
in Chemistry (Biochemistry);
Caitlin Hilton, Bachelor of
Science in Social Work; Alexis
Johnson, Bachelor of Science
in Elementary Education;
Amanda Morgan, Regents
Bachelor of Arts; Jonathan

Tanner Odell, Bachelor of
Science in Computer Science;
Darien Salazar, Bachelor of
Arts in History; Madison
Taylor, Bachelor of Science
in Health Sciences (Pre-Pro-
fessional); Rachel M. White,
Bachelor of Arts in History

Bluefield: Joseph Barton,
Bachelor of Science in Chem-
istry (Biochemistry); Madison
Burnette, Bachelor of Science
in Psychology; Megan Lavake,
Regents Bachelor of Arts;
Bruno Lijoi, Regents Bachelor
of Arts; Harry McCoy, Bach-
elor of Science in Psychology
and Social Work; David Lee
Smith, Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration;
Kiersten Nichelle Thomason,
Bachelor of Arts in Advertis-
ing/Graphic Design, Studio
Art; Melissa Woolwine, Re-
gents Bachelor of Arts

Bradley: Alexis B. Foster,
Bachelor of Science in Envi-
ronmental Geosciences

Charleston:Emily  Grace
Lewis, Bachelor of Science in
Biology (Pre-Physician’s As-
sistant/Physical Therapy)

Coal City: Christopher
Thomas Bolen, Bachelor of
Science in Biology (Molecu-
lar)

Cowen: Alisha Bragg, Bach-
elor of Science in Elementary
Education

Craigsville: Brandon
Bleigh, Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science

Cross Lanes: Joshua Ad-
kins, Bachelor of Science in
Bi())logy (Pre-Physical Thera-
Py

Danese: Donna Downes-
Moore, Bachelor of Science in
Social Work

Davisville: Jasmine Marie
Seebaugh, Regents Bachelor
of Arts

Dingess: Audrey Adkins,
Regents Bachelor of Arts

Edmond: Daniel Salisbury,
Regents Bachelor of Arts

Fairdale: Jamie Wood,
Bachelor of Science in Sociol-
ogy

Frankford: Nicholas B.
McClung, Bachelor of Arts in
History

Given: Courtney Edwards,
Bachelor of Science in Envi-
ronmental Geosciences

Glen Fork: Clayton Brown,
Bachelor of Science in Psy-
chology

Glenville: Kylie Shuff, Re-
gents Bachelor of Arts

Herndon: Taylor McKin-
ney, Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education

Hinton: Ayana Rozelle
Graves, Bachelor of Science in
Sociology

Taeger: Walter L. Newcomb,
IT, Regents Bachelor of Arts

Logan:Sydney Nicole Mar-
cum, Regents Bachelor of Arts

Maxwelton: Lisa Burke, Re-
gents Bachelor of Arts

Meadow Bridge: Shau-
na Richmond, Bachelor of
Science in Health Sciences
(Pre-Professional); William
David Woods, Bachelor of
Science in Recreation and
Tourism Management

Moorefield: Donathon
Kesner, Regents Bachelor of
Arts

Mount Hope: Madison
Wingrove, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Elementary Education

Oak Hill: Kyra Arrington,
Bachelor of Science in Social
Work; Tristan Wayne Bragg,
Bachelor of Science in So-
ciology; Chasity Ceara Hum-
phrey, Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration;
Lindsey Rae Lawhorn, Bach-
elor of Science in Business
Administration; Keith Rich-
ardson, Regents Bachelor of
Arts; Dakota Shreve, Bachelor
of Science in Biology (Organ-
ismal and Field); Broderick
McDonald, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Biology

Panther: Emily Faith Bai-
ley, Bachelor of Arts in En-
glish

Peterstown: Amanda Beth
Coe, Bachelor of Science in El-
ementary Education; Baylee
Davis, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration; Me-
gan Elizabeth Miller, Bache-
lor of Science in Elementary
Education; Connor Moore,
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

Pineville: Michael Eugene
Growe, Bachelor of Science in
Biology (Pre-Physician’s As-
sistant/Physical Therapy)

Princeton: Hannah Cooke,

Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration; Danielle
Damewood, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Social Work; Ashley
Diane King, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Social Work; Savan-
nah Rae Reynolds, Bachelor
of Science in Sociology; Car-
men Elise Thornton, Bachelor
of Science in Sociology; Mary
Kate Williams, Bachelor of
Science in Biology (Pre-Phy-
sician’s  Assistant/Physical
Therapy); Samuel B. Co-
chran, Bachelor of Science in
Secondary Education: Music
Pre-K — Adult; Alisha Marie
Lane, Bachelor of Science in
Elementary Education; Ew-
ilda J. Bay, Regents Bachelor
of Arts; Lucinda Rae Gon-
derman, Regents Bachelor of
Arts; Peter St. Fleur, Regents
Bachelor of Arts; Amanda Kay
Wryatt-Posey, Regents Bache-
lor of Arts; James Lamb, Re-
gents Bachelor of Arts

Ridgeley: Caleb W. Hare,
Bachelor of Arts in Advertis-
ing/Graphic Design

Rio: Jasmine Abrell, Bache-
lor of Science in Biology

Scarbro: Kaelea Smith,
Bachelor of Science in Social
Work, Sociology

Shady Spring: Adrianna
Marie Hall, Bachelor of Sci-
ence Biology (Pre-Physician’s
Assistant/Physical Therapy);
Blaze Williams, Bachelor of
Arts in Studio Art;

Sophia: Charles Pittman,
Bachelor of Arts in Studio Art

Welch: Robert Riggs, Bach-
elor of Arts in History

White Sulphur Springs:
Taren Winnings, Regents
Bachelor of Arts
OUT-OF-STATE

Baltimore, MD: Davon Cor-
nell Williams, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Sociology

Burlington, KY: Sarah Beg-
ley, Regents Bachelor of Arts

Christiansburg, VA: Davis
William Roberson, Bachelor
of Science in Secondary Edu-
cation (Social Studies)

Danville, VA: Mikayah Pul-
liam, Bachelor of Science in
Psychology

Eagle Rock, VA: Maggie
Rae Thompson, Bachelor of
Science in Health Science
(Pre-Professional)

Fontana, CA: Joshua Ra-
mos, Bachelor of Science in
Health Sciences (Exercise Sci-
ence)

Garden Grove, CA: Saul
Robles, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration

Matthews, NC: Zion Eman-
uell Barnette, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Sociology

Narrows, VA: Hannah
Leigh Shuff, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Education (Special
Education, Multi-categorical)

Orlando, FL: Juan Fortique,
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

Plainfield, IN: Melinda
Anne Goda, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Computer Science

Riner, VA: Daniel Culver-
well, Bachelor of Science in
Health Sciences (Exercise
Science)

Roanoke, VA: Myles Poin-
dexter, Regents Bachelor of
Arts

Rock Hill, SC: Terrance Lee
Holland, Regents Bachelor of
Arts

Sebring, FL: Thurlow
Wilkins, Regents Bachelor of
Arts

Sevierville, TN: Ashton
Funderburg, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Mass Communication

Virginia Beach, VA: Marcel-
lus Saint, Regents Bachelor of
Arts

Waterford Works, NJ: Ed-
ward Bober, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Secondary Education

INTERNATIONAL

Dominican Republic:

Santiago—FEriberto  Cal-
deron, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration

Santo Domingo—Fernando
Alberto Rodriguez Almonte,
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

Nigeria:

Abuja—Victoria Atasie,
Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness Administration

United Kingdom:

Barnsley, England—Ellie
Louise Hawcroft, Bachelor of
Science in Business Adminis-
tration

Selby, North Yorkshire—
Zoe Belding, Bachelor of Sci-
ence in Health Sciences (Ex-
ercise Science)

Letter to the Editor: Lori Osborn

Lori Oshorn

I saw a billboard of a preg-
nant lady and it says, COVID
vaccines are safe and recom-
mended during pregnancy.
The billboard is in Summers
County, near Hinton on
Rte.107. For your baby, you
should get a COVID vaccine.

I am horrified that the
West  Virginia  Prenatal
Partnership and vaccinate.
wv.gov is promoting COVID
shots to healthy pregnant
females. Not only has the
COVID shot been implicat-
ed in many stillborn fetuses
(https://totalityofevidence.
com/dr-james-thorp/) but
also in the sudden unex-
plained deaths of young
adults and children.

I ask these organizations,
What is their real goal? Pos-
sible death or Life? Is this
billboard advertisement in
this community because it is
poorer than others and the
overall female population of
childbearing age is too?

All women who have been

pregnant know the restric-
tions placed on them on the
use of medication because
the medication may harm
the baby. But the COVID
vaccine is promoted! Just
read the warnings and con-
traindications in a PDR,
physician’s drug reference
and see the words, not to be
used if you are planning to
become pregnant, are preg-
nant or are breastfeeding.
(https://www lifesitenews.
com/news/molecular-bi-
ology-expert-warns-mr-
na-covid-jabs-could-steri-
lize-an-entire-generation/
The COVID vaccines did not
undergo the rigorous clini-
cal trials and they certainly
have not been proven safe,
no matter what the govern-
ment and its bureaucracy
says.

I urge these two organi-
zations to remove all adver-
tisements that promote this
to women of childbearing
age. There are better ways to
promote healthy pregnan-
cies.

Bobcats score big

Rebecca Stalnaker

The Summers County
Bobcats rode a wave of
victory in recent games.

The Lady Bobcats won
both Vision Homes Inter-
national games defeating
Frankford and Hamp-
shire, respectively. In the
Frankford game, the score
was 71-66. Sully Pivont
scored 20 points and was
named MVP. The team
once again brought home
the victory against Hamp-
shire with a final score of
60-53. Gracie Harvey was
named MVP, scoring 15
points. On Dec. 16 and 17,
the Lady Bobcats compet-
ed in the Rogers Oil Tour-
nament. Their next game
is against Bluefield on
Dec. 22.

In addition to the double
wins for the Lady Bobcats,
the boy’s basketball team
won their first game of the
season. Facing off against
Midland Trail on their
home court, the Bobcats
ended the game with a 49-
47 score. The team made
an incredible comeback

from an 11-point deficit at
the half. Cruz Testerman
scored 15 points, which
included two vital free
throws, and Brandan Issac
added 10. The Bobcats will
next faceoff against Man
High School in an at-home
game on Dec. 27.

FOR RENT

NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom,
Section 8 Apts.
Elderly 62+
Handicapped or
Disabled. All Utilities
Included. On site
laundry facilities.

Apply at
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.
Office Hours:
M-F (8-4)
304-466-5299

‘ GPRORTONTY
] ShoRRTY

For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman

Plumbing

304-222-2630

Backflow Installer & Tester * 12 Years Experience

10% Discount For Seniors * Free Estimates

Now accepting all

major credit cards.

FRI 7PM e SAT 4PM & 7PM ¢ SUN 2PM « MON 7PM

Puss in Boots
THE LAST WISH
DEC 23 - 26 & DEC 30 - JAN 2

y
SAY HOLA TO HIS LITTLESFRIENDS ¢

Puss.

B

”

oTS

THE LAST WISH =

COMING SOON TO THEATERQ}, / L &

The

The Ditz

RITZWV.COM e (304)466-6684 * 211 BALLENGEE ST ¢ HINTON, WV

The Grinch
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
@ 7PM

Subscribe to The Hinton News, just $48/year or $1 daily. Call 304-466-0005 for more information.
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Potts Creek Tree Farm contlnues to offer Chrlstmas trees

If you're driving along
Waiteville Road on the
southern side of Peter’s
Mountain, you’ll most
likely pass a big, red
firetruck. That firetruck
sits near the west en-
trance of the Potts Creek
Tree Farm, LLC, and has
become their business’s
mascot. The farm includes
a pond and 38 acres of ev-
ergreen trees that sit on a
130-acre tract owned by
the LLC. It’s been in busi-
ness since 2011, providing
Christmas trees to whole-
salers, but this year is dif-
ferent. Potts Creek Tree
Farm is now open to the
public. Business partners,
Derick Proctor and Darla
Miller decided on a “once
price fits all” strategy to
keep things simple. Every
harvested tree (with some
exceptions), regardless of
the height, costs sixty-five
dollars, which includes
baling the tree and carry-
ing it to the buyer’s vehi-
cle.

Proctor bought the
property in 2011 and be-
gan to make his dream a
reality by planting the first
trees on the farm. He has
since retired from law and
divides his time between

Clearwater, Florida, and
Waiteville, West Virgin-
ia, having fallen in love
with the rural community.
Miller is a lifetime resi-
dent of Monroe County
and currently resides in
Zenith. What was once
playful banter about going
into the Christmas tree
business is now a partner-
ship between the two.

Selling live balled trees
that may be planted after
Christmas was consid-
ered, but there’s a lot of
additional paperwork and
permits required before
Potts Creek may offer that
option. They're taking a
“wait and see” approach
to determine if there’s
a market for converting
used Christmas trees into
outdoor evergreens. Dar-
la agreed that it would be
better for the trees and
the environment if a tree
could be repurposed after
the holidays. Customer
demand will drive wheth-
er or not that option is of-
fered.

In addition to grow-
ing and selling Christmas
trees, Darla has big plans
for the development of
Potts Creek Tree Farm.
“We’re going to have other

things there, besides the
trees themselves for peo-
ple who don’t buy a live
tree. We're going to have
primitives, Christmas
crafts, live wreaths and
slags. We'll have center-
pieces, lots of decorations.
We're going to have food,
a fire pit, and a photog-

rapher. A lot of different w

activities planned beyond
the trees.”

Most of the primitive
items for the shop are
made by Darla and her
mother, including some
antiques that have been
repurposed. Some local
artisans have some dis-
plays in the store as well
including hand-crocheted
items, leather earrings,
and hand-painted Christ-
mas ornaments to name
a few, but the shop isn’t
the only extra attraction.
She has several ideas for
the near future including
creating a wedding venue,
having seasonal pump-
kins, and other activities
throughout the year. This
is because she sees the
farm as more than a busi-
ness but as an opportunity
to help and support her
community.

Darla said, “Even if

Inside of the Potts Creek Tree Farm Shop

you’re not in the market
for a real Christmas tree,
we still welcome you to
come out, walk around and
have hot chocolate. Kinda
take in what we have put
so much work into offer
for the community, take
pictures with your family.
I think life is just hard and
maybe it’s me and may-
be I'm being naive, but I
want happiness for peo-
ple at the holidays and if
people can come out and

The Ministry Place

walk around and just take
in some of the sights and
enjoy the day, I would be
all right with that.”

Darla has worked in a
law office in Union for
almost 20 years and ex-
pects to retire from there
in the coming years. In the
meantime, she spends her
free hours learning about
the Christmas tree busi-
ness, planting, harvesting,
clearing, and challenges
such as insects, diseases,

and weather. A Christmas
tree takes about seven to
ten years of growth to be
ready for harvesting, so
there’s just enough time to
put this spring’s seedlings
into the ground and have
them ready for Darla’s
retirement when she can
then make her passion her
full-time job.

To learn more about the
Potts Creek Tree Farm,
you may visit their Face-

j@“} THE _[f|

| . |

book page.

Remaining

. CHRIS IAN
Christmas events

Annual 200 Bag Christmas

Groceries Giveaway IBOOKSTORE

The Ministry Place,
located at 221 Temple
Street, Hinton, WV, will
be hosting its Annu-
al 200 Bag Christmas
Groceries Giveaway on
Wednesday, Decem-

ber 21, 2022, from 3:00

p-m. to 6:00 p.m. The
public is invited to come
and be blessed with the
fixings for your Christ-
mas Meal. For ques-
tions, please call Pastor
Robbie Rodes at 304-
466-8200.

- @
We wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

from Jack’s Bargain Barn
(681) 207-7347 » 204 Main St., Hinton

General Store

221 3rd Avenue, Hinton, WV

* New Small Appliances
* DVDs ¢ Jewelry « Candles
* Full Line Of Music Equipment

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pMm ¢ Sat. 9aAM-2pM

304-573-1754
} .

The Ministry Place An-
nual 200 Bag Christmas
Groceries Giveaway: Dec.
21 between 3 and 6 p.m.
at 221 Temple Street, Hin-
ton.

SHOP
OUR

Free Christmas Movie at
the Ritz: Dec. 22 at 7 p.m.
at the Ritz Theater.

*If you would like to add
an event to this list, email
news@hintonnews.com

Holiday Sales

Spectacular

Deck

the Halls! ® o

with

NOW - DEC 24
otterccoak

otterandoak.com ¢ (304)466-4870

407 Second fve. * Hinton, WV

grandmashouseantiqueswv.comm
Tuesday — Saturday: 10 am — 5pm ¢ Closed: Sunday & Monday

Antiques - Retro Kitchenware
Primitives - Quality Furniture

& GIFT SHOPPE

Mon - Sat 10 AM - 5 PM
Lower Cranberry Creek Center
954 N. Eisenhower Drive, Beckley, WV 25801
(304) 253-4831 | Fax (304) 252-1290
www.BeckleyChristianBooksandgifts.com
Kay Tener, Davie and Missy Buttrick

I\/L 12 l’\]’\\'
Q( 125) >21 a4 7
b

b
ELRAPEY NEW YEAR

2

Come see us at our new location!
221 Temple Street, Hinton WV

Christmas Shopping Hours:

Dec. 3rd 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Dec. 10th 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Dec. 17th 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Dec. 24th 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Subscribe to The Hinton News, just $48/year or $1 daily. Call 304-466-0005 for more information.
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Pauline

Harvey Meadows

MEADOWS

Pauline Harvey Meadows,
89, of Hinton, passed away
on Sunday, December 11,
2022, at Main Street Care,
following a long illness.

Born, March 23, 1933, in
Hinton, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Ray Ellsworth
and Ella Jane Cox Farley.

Pauline graduated from
Hinton High School, 1951,
and Roanoke Business Col-

lege in 1953. She retired
from G. C. Murphy Compa-
ny, where she was an Audi-
tor for the Eastern Region of
the United States. She was a
member of the First Baptist
Church, and the Business
and Professional Women'’s
Club, where she was chosen
as Woman of the Year for
2003-2004. She was a for-
mer board member of the
Senior Citizen’s Center and
was a member of the Sum-
mers County Democratic
Women.

She was preceded in death
by two brothers, Norman
and Marcus Farley; two
sisters, Carol Sue Waddell
and Janice Meador; four
step-sons, Danny and Ted-
dy Mansfield, Phillip Har-
vey, and Stephen Meadows;
and a step-grandchild, Jerry
Dean (J.D.) Parker, II; her
first husband, Basil Green
Harvey; and her second
husband, Ruehl Meadows.

Those left to cherish
her memory include two
step-sons, Jack Harvey
(Cathy) of Nimitz, and
Tom Harvey of Forest Hill;
four step-daughters, Judy

Blevins (Ritchie), of Hun-
tington, Beverly Harvey of
Forest Hill, Martha Estes
and Mary Nichols (Bob)
both of Jumping Branch;
adopted daughter, Sommer
Carter (Jeff) of Caldwell;
a brother, Ronald Farley
(Patty) of Bonita Springs,
FL; and eight step-grand-
children, Jackson, Bailey,
Ethan, and Kennedy Carter,
Jayden and Jordan Parker,
Corey and Joshua Harvey
also survive.

Funeral Service was held
on Thursday, December 15,
2022, at 12 noon, at Pivont
Funeral Chapel, with Pastor
Butch Honaker officiating.
Burial followed at the Lil-
ly-Crews Cemetery, at Nim-
itz. Friends could call from
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. prior to
service at the funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, please
make donations to Hospice
of Southern WV.

Family served as pallbear-
ers.

Online condolences at
www.pivontfuneralhome.
com.

Arrangements by Pivont
Funeral Home, Hinton, WV.

Community Obituaries

Marissa Erin
Mann-Bennett

MANN-BENNETT

Marissa Erin Mann-Ben-
nett, 27, of Alderson,
passed away November 25,
2022.

Born August 1, 1995, at
Ronceverte, she is a daugh-
ter of Steven Andrew Ben-
nett and Lisha Erin Mann.

Marissa was a member
of the River of Life Church
in Alderson and was em-

Memories of the Past:
Christmas as I knew it

Lisa Abshire

I can’t remember a
time as I was growing up
when Christmas wasn’t a
wonderful blur of activi-
ty. Decorations hung on
every available space my
Momma could find, and
she was always wrapping
presents and sticking them
anywhere they would fit.
The excitement was almost
more than my little pre-
teen heart could bear.

At that point in my life,
Christmas was all about
the presents for me. May-
be a little bit about the
candy too! My parents
spoiled me beyond any-
thing I could deserve, and
every year I would have
a pile of presents bigger
than I could comprehend.
Little did T know the mag-
ic was the love my parents
were putting into making
sure I wasn’t disappoint-
ed on Christmas morning.

My Dad and I had a tradi-
tion of picking one present
and trying to rub a hole in
it by rubbing the same spot
in the paper every day. My
Mom became wise to our
plan, however. We finally
made it through one year
on December 23 but much
to our chagrin, Mom had
double-wrapped it, and all
we found was another lay-
er of paper. We laughed

about that for many years.
At my Granny’s, Christmas
would be in full swing by
now. Her favorite bird or-
nament would be chirping
away in the tree while can-
dy-making was commenc-
ing in the kitchen. I hated
the chirping bird secretly,
but what I wouldn’t give
right now to see that tree
again. It still lives very viv-
idly in my mind’s eye; an
angel was always on top,
and it had lots of multi-col-
ored lights. Old Saint Nick
would be somewhere on
the tree and lots of plastic
candy-shaped ornaments.

In the kitchen, coconut
and peanut butter balls
would cover every available
surface while an apple-
sauce cake and a gumdrop
cake baked. Talk about de-
licious. There was always
enough to send a buck-
et home with everyone.
The house where I now
reside would be full of my
Dad’s family every holi-
day season. Family mem-
bers came in from various
parts of West Virginia and
other states. I remem-
ber my Mom having Aunt
Jamie and Uncle Cecil
Hodge bring a toy baby
carriage down from Mar-
linton because she couldn’t
find one locally for me.
I remember taking that
thing everywhere with me.

Aunt Jamie also brought
me a gift from her and Un-
cle Cecil. A bottle of eau
de toilette water for lit-
tle girls. I remember cry-
ing because I thought it
was toilet water. I refused
to try it, and when Mom
wasn’t looking, I poured it
out. I couldn’t understand
why anyone would get me
a gift out of a toilet. Mom
had a terrible time con-

Support
available for
those with
depression and

mood disorders

With the upcoming
winter months and ap-
proaching holidays, there
is typically an increase
in the number of people
touched by depression.
Additionally, up to 64%
of those already strug-
gling with a mood disor-
der report that this time
of year can be especially
difficult.

The Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance
West Virginia (DBSA WV)
reminds you that they are
here to offer hope, help,
education and support.
All services are free and
offered by peers who have
been there and can help.

For more information,
go to www.dbsawv.org.

—— L e

“MHC

Union
200 Health Center Drive,
Union, WV
304-772-3064
Forest Hill
180 Old Schoolhouse Rd.,
Forest Hill, WV

304-466-1152

Monroe Health Center

Wishin @1 Of Qar Palients Heallh
@nd H’l})})mess ‘This Holida ay Season!

Dental - Craig County, VA

Peterstown
2869 Seneca Trail South,
Peterstown, WV

304-753-4336

Craig County, VA
226 Market Street,
New Castle, VA

540-864-6390

230 Market Street,
New Castle, VA

. 540-864-5556 )

vincing me it was perfume.
It sure makes me smile
to remember that now.
So many fond memo-
ries and traditions, all
the while my kids and I
strive to add new ones
each year. I think we
make our ancestors proud.
Whatever traditions and
practices you carry through
this year, I hope it’s your
best holiday season ever.

ployed by The Greenbrier
Hotel.

She is preceded in death
by her grandparents, Ron-
ald Bennett and Johnny
and Geneva Mann.

Survivors include her
children, who were her
whole life, Octavia Rayne,
Embers Storm, Zoey Jane,
Maylein Dane, and Ashton
Andrew; her mother, Lisha
Erin Mann (Jeff Meador)
of Hinton; father, Steven
Andrew Bennett of Renick;
a sister, Makala Fox (Chris)
of Hinton; brothers, Hunt-
er Webb of White Sulphur
Springs and Casey Bennett
and fiancée, Deana, of Hel-
ena, MT; her grandmother,
Eva Bennett of Muddy
Creek Mountain; and a
great-grandmother, Helen
Mann of Ronceverte. Also
surviving are six nephews
and numerous aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and friends.

Funeral service was 2

p.m. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14, 2022 at Wallace &
Wallace Funeral Home in
Lewisburg, with Pastors
Anthony Carter and Youel
Altizer officiating. Burial
followed in McLean Ceme-
tery, Ronceverte.

A visitation was 6 p.m.
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Decem-
ber 13, 2022 at Wallace &
Wallace Funeral Home in
Lewisburg.

In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests donations
of sympathy be made in
Marissa Mann-Bennett’s
name to the trust fund
at the Bank of Monroe in

Lewisburg.

Please send
online condolences
by visiting WWW.
WallaceandWallaceFH.
com.

Wallace & Wallace Fu-
neral Home in Lewisburg
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Main Street Care

304-466-6090

A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SuMMERS CouNTy HospPiTAL 3rRD FLOOR

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

Certified Nursing Assistant
Applications Being Accepted!

AUTD!VIALL inc.

COME SEE ME FOR ALL YOUR CAR NEEDS!

BoBBIE RATLIFF

\ Finance Manager

3934 Robert C. Byrd Dr.
Beckley, WV 25801

bratliff@beckleyautomall.com

www.beckleyautomall.com

(304) 252-3300

1-800-284-3934
Cell (304) 660-8080
Fax (304) 253-6791

FREE WATER ANALYSIS

- HARDNESS - IRON -

YUCKY WATER??
We Can Help!

- BACTERIA - TASTE - ODOR - CHLORINE
- PUMPS - SALES & SERVICE - 100% FINANCING

* Water Treatment Systems That Work...
Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)

NOW AVAILABLE WITH WIFI!
CITY & COUNTY WATER
WELLS, SPRINGS & CISTERNS
Homes ¢ Business * Camps

édvgnced

Water
Treatment

SULFUR - ACID 120

ECOWATER

M S

=

Your Water. Perfected.

LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS

* We Service Most Major Brands
All major credit cards accepted.

1-800-985-2000

www.awtecowater.com

Contractors’ License WV #028787

with convenient,

We help you stay warmer for less money
clean & economical
propane gas! We also offer heating oil,

fireplaces, logs, generators & heaters!
304-466-1733
www.rtrogers.com

Subscribe to The Hinton News, just $48/year or $1 daily. Call 304-466-0005 for more information.
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Hinton lights up for Christmas

Visit with the gingerbread folks
Hinton provides an waning, be sure to get
incredible display of out and take some pho-
Christmas decorations. tos under the beautiful
The season is quickly lights!

SPARKY ELECTRIC

We'll be bappy fo serve

you in the coming year.

J04-660-8377

Randy Bennett, Owner * Jeff Allen, Assistant

Hope Your
Holiday Season Is

the Complete Package

Merry Christmas, and thanks for giving
us so much to be ¢rateful for this year!

Robert Dunlap

& Associates
Robert |
Dunlap 208 Main Street, Beckley, WV
S 304-255-4762
Wishes merry, wishes bright,
friendship, harmony, love and light...

Hope this holiday season delivers all the
besttoyouandyour loved ones!

221 3rd Avenue, Hinton, WV

» New Small Appliances * DVDs ¢ Jewelry
* Candles ¢ Full Line Of Music Equipment

Mon.-Fri. 9AM-5pM ¢ Sat. 9AM-2PM

304-573-1754

Wlshmg You A
/,m/% f;/xdm/ : ?.zsm,

Best Wishes for Peace and Joy
this Holiday Season and a New Year of

. : From the staff of
Health, Happiness, and Prosperity e

Roberta “Boble” Sorg

FOR THE INFORMED SUMMERS COUNTIAN SINCE 1877

Hope It’s

' Blessed.

Hope It’s
; Bright.
U T

V4
JJJ JoHE .0

At this holy time, we hope the warmth of God’s love and sacrifice
fills your heart with joy and meaning. We’re blessed to be here, and
we look forward to sharing this Christmas with all of you.

The

CHRIS TAN BOOKSTORE
AND GIFT SHOPPE

304-253-4831

Khol’s / Cranberry Creek  Center Beckley, WV

Subscribe to The Hinton News, just $48/year or $1 daily. Call 304-466-0005 for more information.
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tbat specnal feelmg of contentment only
. -the holiday season can bring. .~

We're filled with gratitude for the support this
community has shown us throughout the year, and we

wish you the best and brightest of holidays!

BOBBIE RATLIFF

Finance Manager

3934 Robert C. Byrd Dr.
Beckley, WV 25801

bratliff@beckleyautomall.com
www.beckleyautomall.com

(304) 252-3300
1-800-284-3934

Cell (304) 660-8080 | Fax (304) 253-6791
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Beetle Bailey

D NS, ——

Marvin

FOR EACH
OTHER!

WE'DBE | DON'T FLATTER | §| GEset
PERFECT YOURSELF WALKER.

T SHOULD THINK

BUT THE SELF-
HELPBOOK I'M
READING SAYS

POSITIVELY!

ARE YOU DO| NG
OKAY, DEAR?
o 7 A

SLEIGH!

o

s Syndicate, Inc. World Rights reserved
www.Blondie.com

ACTUALLY, I'D RATHER BE DASHING
THROUGH THE SNOW IN A ONE-
HORSE OPEN

m{,

TUBES TO MAKE YOUR
THRONE?

3%
4,
: T )
R, GF
"
s I K s

Dustin

Daddy Daze
WHERE DID YOU GET ALL 2SIGHT DID You TRY WHICH MEANS
THESE TOILET PAPER TO FLUSH ALL THAT THE OTHER “THRONE”

THE TOILET?

TOILET PAPER DOWN

1S NOW CLOGGED.

YOU KINPA
HAVE TO

dustincomics.com

WHY TEHAT
5ANTA 9EE9 YOU

WONDER... MISBEHAVE/
. N_YOURE IT'% NOT GOING
9LEEPING TO BE WHEN

I MEAN: IF
I'M GOING TO

I'M ASLEEP.

THE_ GOVERNMENT
DOEGN'T SEND
AN Al MARSHAL
TO WATCH WHEN
ALY ATEl

©2022 Steve Kelley & Jeff Parker, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc.

MOON ALERT: After 2:30
a.m. EST today, there are
no restrictions to shopping
or important decisions. The
Moon is in Sagittarius.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY for
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022:
You are generous, car-

ing and compassionate. You
have ideals, and you are will-
ing to fight for them. People
are charmed by you. This is a
wonderful year to socialize and
enjoy life. Let your guard down
and loosen up a bit. Old friends
may reappear to rekindle rela-
tionships.

The Stars Show the Kind
of Day You'll Have: 5-Dynamic;
4-Positive; 3-Average; 2-So-so;
1-Difficult

THE BAD PART OF YOUR
PLAN TO STAY UP ALL
NIGHT FOR SANTA IS THAT
YOU'LL BE SLEEP-DEPRIVED

www.marvincomics.com

WHEN PEOPLE ARE SLEEP-
DEPRIVED, THEY TEND TO
BE GROLICHY, CRANKY AND

.. |RRITABLE

12-2\

(©2022 by North America Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved.

ALTHOUGH, FOR THE REST
OF U3, | sUPPOSE WE'RE
UNLIKELY TO NOTICE A

i DIFFERENCE WITH YOU

[ T T\

W THEN M& PRORLEMS 60T WORSE
\WHEN I STARTED DRINKING FROM
PUBLIC ‘rou-:'rs 0

©2022 Grimmy, Inc. Distributed by King Features Inc. grimmy.com

MOOCH,
I’m THE
GHOST OF
CHRISTMAS

PRESENT.

s.com)

mutts.com

Zits

MAY( I'MLOOKING FOR DOES HEHAVE
1 HELP AGIFT FOR My

kou? TEENAGE SON.

ASPECIAL PASTIME,
OR HOBBY'? @

ROYAL CTARS HORDCLOPE

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
4% Today you are high-viz
because the Sun has moved
to the top of your chart. This
influence will continue for
four weeks. It symbolizes that
you are in the Sun’s spotlight,
and this light is flattering! This
gives you an advantage be-
cause others are impressed
with you.Tonight: Travel plans?
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
4% Starting today, your
sense of adventure is height-
ened. You might make travel
plans because you want to
get outta Dodge. This urge to
travel and seek adventure will
last for the next four weeks.
Romance with someone “dif-
ferent” might begin. Tonight:

Check banking details.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)

3% Today your focus turns
to debt, shared property, inher-
itances, and the wealth and re-
sources of a partner. This focus
will continue for the next four
weeks. It also will enhance
your ability to attract money
to you or to get a loan or a
mortgage. Ka-ching! Tonight:
Listen.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

4% Today the Sun moves
opposite your sign to stay
for the next four weeks. This
means you will need more
sleep. It also means you have
more objectivity, which will
allow you to get a better un-
derstanding of your closest

SHEFFER CROSSWORD

relationships. Tonight: Get or-
ganized.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)

3% The Sun changes signs
today, which will inspire you
to work hard. Suddenly, not
only do you want to work hard,
you want to work efficiently to
make every action count. This
new higher standard will be
something that you will em-
brace for the next four weeks.
“Hello, world!” Tonight: Relax.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

4% Once a year, the Sun
enters the part of your chart
that governs play, recreation,
social outings, vacations,
sports and fun activities with
kids. This is what's happening
today, which means you want
to have fun! (This lovely influ-
ence will last for four weeks.)
Tonight: Home and family.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

4% Starting today, your
daily pace will accelerate!
Suddenly, you've got things to
do, places to go and people to
see! This high-energy window
will last for four weeks. (Fear
not; it will be “fun busy.") En-
joy talking to siblings, relatives
and neighbors, plus reading
and writing more than usual.
Tonight: Do paperwork.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21)
3% “Show me the mon-
You will find that your
focus now turns to money,
earnings and cash flow. Start-
ing today, the Sun will travel
through your Money House,
which might trigger clever
moneymaking ideas. It will
also spark your desire to buy
beautiful things. Tonight: Stay
calm.

'"

zitscomics.com

IGNORING AH!
HISMOTHER. /| REVENGE
GIFTING!

Tonight: Quiet time.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

3% Today you might feel a
desire to hide from the busy-
ness around you. (This will
last for four weeks.) Fear not,
because you can actually use
this opportunity to do research
and work alone or behind the
scenes. Some will have a se-
cret love affair. Tonight: Set
goals.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)

4% You will be more pop-
ular starting today! This in-
creased popularity will last for
the next four weeks, which is
why you will enjoy hanging
out with friends more than
usual, as well as being in-
volved in groups, clubs and
associations. Tonight: You are
noticed.

BORN TODAY
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Attorney General Morrisey asks FCC to put
in place anti-robotext protections

CHARLESTON
(WVDN) - West Virginia
Attorney General Pat-
rick Morrisey on Mon-
day supported the Fed-
eral Communications
Commission’s proposal
to help cut down on un-
wanted text messages by
requiring mobile wire-
less providers to block
texts from invalid, unas-
signed or unused num-
bers, and from numbers
on a Do Not Originate
(DNO) list.

“These texts and calls
are not only annoying,
they are used by bad
actors to dupe people
into different kinds of
scams,” Morrisey said.
“The FCC’s proposal, I

believe, will quell these
intrusions and stop
scammers from taking
advantageofconsumers.”
Attorneys general work
to protect consumers
in their states and have
long been at the forefront
of fighting to reduce the
number of robocalls
that plague Americans.
But scammers are shift-
ing to using robotexts
to run the same scams.
Just like spam calls,
spam texts are an irri-
tation and can result in
people losing millions
through phishing texts,
imposter scams and
links containing ran-
somware. In 2021, the
FCC received more than

15,000 consumer com-
plaints about unwanted
texts and, in 2020, scam-
mers stole more than
$86 million through
frauds perpetrated via
scam text messages.
The bipartisan coalition
of 51 attorneys general
support the FCC’s pro-
posal to require mobile
wireless providers to
block unlawful text mes-
sages at the network lev-
el if they originate from
fraudulent numbers.
Further, the attorneys
general are asking the
FCC to continue push-
ing the wireless industry
to develop call authen-
tication technology for
text messages so people

can know if the texts
they receive are from
spoofed numbers and
law enforcement can
investigate where these
texts are coming from.
Morrisey joined  his
counterparts from Ala-
bama, Alaska, Arizona,
Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, District of Co-
lumbia, Florida, Georgia,
Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois,
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,

Kentucky, Louisiana,
Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, Michigan,
Minnesota, Mississip-

pi, Missouri, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, New York,

Attorney General Patrick Morrissey

North Carolina, North
Dakota, Ohio, Oklaho-
ma, Oregon, Pennsylva-
nia, Rhode Island, South
Carolina, South Dako-

ta, Tennessee, Texas,
Utah, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, Wisconsin
and Wyoming in sending
the letter to the FCC.

PSC Issues Interim Rates for
Mountaineer and Hope Gas

CHARLESTON, WV
(Hinton News) — The
Public Service Commis-
sion today granted much
lower interim purchased
gas cost (PGC) rates for
Mountaineer Gas Com-
pany and Hope Gas dba
Dominion Energy West
Virginia than the com-
panies had requested.

Mountaineer Gas had
originally requested a
PCG of $9.85 per Mcf
for residential custom-
ers. Under the request-
ed rate, the average res-
idential customer using
13 Mcf per month would
have received a $197.93
winter monthly bill, an
overall increase of 38%,
as opposed to the cur-
rent $143.59 monthly
bill that customer is now
getting. The Commis-
sion granted a PGC of
$6.547 per Mecf which

will result in an average
monthly residential bill
of $165.59, an overall
increase of 15%.

Hope Gas had origi-
nally requested a PCG
of $9.87 per Mcf for
residential customers.
Under the requested
rate, the average resi-
dential customer using
13 Mcf per month would
have received a $219.50
winter monthly bill, an
overall increase of 62%,
as opposed to the cur-
rent $135.51 monthly
bill that customer is now
getting. The Commis-
sion granted a PGC of
$5.856 per Mecf which
will result in an average
monthly residential bill
of $173.89, an overall
increase of 28%.

The rates ordered to-
day are interim rates.
The Commission will

Final winner in SMARTS529
20th anniversary scholarship
sweepstakes announced

CHARLESTON (Hin-
ton News) - On Wednes-
day, Dec. 7, State
Treasurer Riley Moorep-
resented a 2-year-old
Huntington child and
his family a $20,000
SMART529 scholarship
— the third and final
winner in the program’s
20th anniversary schol-
arship sweepstakes.

Owen Dennis, son of
Rachel and David Den-
nis of Huntington, was
presented his prize at the
West Virginia State Cap-
itol in Charleston. Owen
will receive $20,000 in-
vested in a SMART529
Direct account.

“I was honored to
present Owen and his
family with a $20,000
SMART529 scholarship
to close out the pro-
gram’s 20th anniversa-
ry sweepstakes,” Moore
said. “It has been a joy
to give three young West
Virginians a head start
on their college sav-
ings over these last few
months. I encourage
West Virginia families to
visit www.SMART529.

com to learn how you
can start saving for your
child’s future education
expenses.”

Dennis is the third
of three winners in the
SMART529 20th An-
niversary  Scholarship
Sweepstakes. The schol-
arships were random-
ly awarded to one child
each month from Octo-
ber through December.

“We were very excited
to find out that Owen
had won the $20,000
scholarship sweep-
stakes,” Owen Dennis’
mother, Rachel Dennis,
said. “As parents of two
young boys, my husband
and I are thankful to get
an early start saving for
their future.”

In October, 11-month-
old Penelope Scrip-
ture of Wheeling was
the first winner of the
SMART529 20th Anni-
versary Sweepstakes.
Last month, 2-year-old
Isabella Gautier of Shady
Spring was the second
child to win $20,000 in-
vested in a SMART529
Direct account.

continue to review the
price of natural gas and
the impact of these in-
terim rates and make
further adjustments, if
necessary, before setting
final rates. These rates
will be subject to a true-
up in future 30C cas-
es. Natural gas utilities
are required to file PGC
cases annually to re-
flect changes in the pur-
chased gas component
of their rates. The prices
that natural gas utilities
pay their suppliers for
gas are not regulated by
the Commission or the
federal government, but
are determined by the
market. The Commis-
sion does examine the
gas purchasing practices
of gas utilities, reviews
the reasonableness of
requested increases
and ensures the utility

did everything possible
to obtain a reliable gas
supply at the lowest pos-
sible market price. The
PGC does not include
any profit for the com-

pany.
Mountaineer and
Hope/Dominion are

the two largest natural
gas utility companies
in West Virginia, col-
lectively serving almost
89% of all natural gas
utility customers in the
state. Additional infor-
mation, including docu-
ments filed in these cas-
es and the rate schedules
for all classes of custom-
ers may be found on the
Commission’s website:
www.psc.state.wv.us

by referencing Case
Nos. 22-0702-G-30C
(Mountaineer) and

22-0715-G-30C (Hope/
Dominion).
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Community

Dorothy Jean Boley

BOLEY
Dorothy Jean Boley,
99, passed away, Tues-
day, December 13, 2022.
The daughter of the late

Charles Frederick and
Kathleen Brennan Boley,
she was born on March o,
1921, in Hinton, WV.
Dorothy Jean gradu-
ated from Hinton High
School, class of 1941,
Charleston School of

Commerce, and retired
from the Clerical Depart-
ment of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad with
43 years of service.

She was a lifetime and
the oldest member of the

Obituaries

First Baptist Church of
Hinton. She was a mem-
ber of the civic organiza-
tions within the commu-
nity and active in their
projects and events.

She was the last mem-
ber of her immediate
family and is survived by
many cousins.

Funeral service was
held at 1 p.m., Friday,
December 16, 2022, at
the First Baptist Church,
in Hinton, with Pastor
Jeff Canterbury and Pas-
tor Chris Campbell offi-
ciating. Burial followed
at the Greenbrier Burial
Park.

Visitation was from 11
a.m. until time of the ser-
vice in the sanctuary of
the First Baptist Church.

Men of the church
served as pallbearers.

Online condolences
at WWW.

pivontfuneralhome.com.

Pivont Funeral Home
of Hinton, WV, is in
charge of the arrange-
ments.

To Reserve Ad Space Call 304.701.2360
Or Email sanya@wvdn.com

Hours
Mon.—Fri. 10.30 a.m.-9 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.

HC 78 BOX 6, Hinton, WV
Call: 304-466-1700
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Come infor
lunch or dinner
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Pursuant to the author-
ity vested in the under-
signed Campbell Woods,
PLLC, Substitute Trustee
by Notice of Substitution
of Trustee which notice is
of record in the Office of
the Clerk of the County of
Commission of Summers
West Virginia, and by Deed
of Trust dated April 16,
2004, executed by Linda
E. Foley to BB&T Collateral
Service Corporation, Trust-
ee, which deed of trust is of
record in the Office of the
Clerk of Summers Coun-
ty, West Virginia, in Trust
Deed Book 206 at Page
426, the undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee has been re-
quested, in writing, by the
beneficiary of said deed of
trust to sell the real estate
described below, as there
has been a default under
the terms and conditions
of said deed of trust. There-
fore, the undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee will sell the
real estate described in the
Deed of Trust, at a public
auction on January 11,
2023, at 1:00 p.m. to the
highest bidder at the front
door of the Courthouse of
said County of Summers
in Hinton, West Virginia,
which real estate is more
completely described as
follows:

ALL that certain lot,
piece or parcel of land, to-
gether with the improve-
ments thereon and the ap-
purtenances thereunto be-
longing, lying and being in
SUMMERS County, West
Virginia, known as:

PARCEL NO. 9.1, MAP
NO. 16, TICKET NO. 10624,
ACCOUNT NO. TO FOL-
LOW, BRIEF LEGAL 5.71
AC, and further described
as follows:

“BEGINNING AT A
SET STONE CORNER
TO MADELINE FOLEY
AND PRIVATE ROAD;
THENCE N. 25 46’ W. 410
FEET ALONG SAID ROAD;
THENCE S. 54 17 W.
614.35 FEET TO A COR-
NER; THENCE S. 52 31
E. 620 FEET TO A WHITE
PINE; THENCE N. 26 46’
E. 410.78 FEET TO THE
BEGINNING, CONTAIN-
ING 5.71 ACRES.”

TERMS OF SALE

1. Cash in hand paid on
the day of sale.

2. The sale of the proper-
ty will be made subject to
all matters having priority
over the deed of trust re-
ferred to herein including
but not limited to any and
all assessments and taxes
against said property, all
prior liens, encumbrances,
lease, restrictions, cove-
nants, conditions, rights of
way and easements of any
nature whatsoever.

3. The purchaser shall
be responsible for the pay-
ment of the transfer taxes
imposed by West Virginia
Code § 11-22-2.

4. The subject proper-
ty will be sold in “AS IS”
condition. The Substitute
Trustee makes no repre-
sentations and warranties
of any kind or character
including, but not limited
to, the condition of the real
estate or the title to the real
estate to be conveyed.

5. The Substitute Trustee
shall be under no duty to
cause any existing tenant
or person occupying the
subject property to vacate
said property.

6. The Substitute Trust-
ee reserves the right to ad-
journ the sale, for a time, or
from time to time, without
further notice by announce-
ment at the time and place
of the sale described above.

7. The beneficiary of the
Deed of Trust and holder
of the note thereby secured
reserves the right to submit

a bid for the property at the
sale, which bid may be in
the form of a credit bid.

8. Such other terms as
may be announced at the
time of Sale.

Given under my hand
this 13th day of December,
2022
Campbell Woods,
Substitute Trustee
By:

J. Patrick Jones, Member
304-529-8560
(21,28de)

PLLC,

NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE

Under authority of that
certain Deed of Trust dated
June 10, 2005 from Ernest
C. Smith and Virginia R.
Smith to E. Dennis White,
Jr., Trustee, of record in
the office of the Clerk of
the County Commission
of Summers County, West
Virginia in Trust Deed
Book No. 216, at page 250,
securing a promissory note
in the principal amount
of $46,062.06, payable to
Vanderbilt Mortgage and
Finance, Inc., and default
having been made under
the promissory note se-
cured by the aforesaid Deed
of Trust and sale requested
by Vanderbilt Mortgage
and Finance, Inc., the un-
dersigned Substitute Trust-
ee will offer for sale at the
front door of the Summers
County Courthouse in Hin-
ton, West Virginia, on Jan-
uary 17, 2023 at 11:00 a.m.,
subject to all reservations,
exceptions, easements and
other matters which ap-
pear of record, and subject
to all unpaid taxes, if any,
all of that certain lot, tract
or parcel of land, togeth-
er with all improvements
thereon and easements and
appurtenances thereto be-
longing, situate in Green-
brier District, Summers
County, West Virginia, and
being more particularly de-
scribed as follows:

BEGINNING at a small
white oak S. 29 34 E. 225
feet to a large oak, S 3 V2
E. 119 feet to a stake at the
County Road, N. 29 E. 193
feet to a small white oak by
the County Road, N. 87 14
E. 148 feet to a stake by the
road; S. 39 Va E. 114 feet
to a chestnut stump by the
Road; S. 72 Y2 E. 105 feet
to an ash at the branch,
and down the same N. 21
W. 399 feet to a gum by the
cliff, N 53 34 W. 106 feet to
a large birch; N. 65 W. 94
feet to a stake on John J.
Gill old line, and with the
same S. 19 /2 W. 59 feet to
a small sourwood, corner to
John J. Gill old line N. 75
344 W. 225 feet to a bunch
of lynns, thence S. 14 Y2
E. 10 poles to a bunch of
chestnut sprouts; N. 75 34
W. 103 V2 feet to a sassafras
sprout; S. 15 W. 10 poles to
a poplar and sugar tree on
the N. 75 34 W. line and
with the same about 71 %2
E. 68 feet to a double dog-
wood; S. 56 Y2 E. 105 feet
to the beginning, contain-
ing five (5) acres, more or
less by survey made by H.
L. Batten.

Being part of the same
property conveyed by Car-
ol J. Bowles and Earl R.
Bowles, Jr., her husband,
to Virginia R. Smith, by
deed dated the 27th day
of September 1993, and of
record in the Office of the
Clerk of the County Court
of Summers County, West
Virginia, in Deed Book No.
178, at Page No. 129.

Terms of sale: Ten per-
cent nonrefundable cash
deposit due at sale. Nine-
ty percent balance of pur-
chase price due within thir-
ty days of date of sale.

Given under my hand
this 2nd day of December,
2022.

/s/ Marc B. Lazenby
Substitute Trustee
(14,21de)

IN THE FAMILY COURT
OF SUMMERS COUNTY,
WEST VIRGINIA

Civil Action No. 22-D-80
IN RE:

The Marriage of:

Nikkita Smith,

Petitioner,

and

Cody Martin,

Respondent
ORDER OF PUBLICA-
TION
THE OBJECT OF
THIS SUIT IS TO OBTAIN
A DIVORCE.

THIS IS A PUBLICATION
BY CLASS II LEGAL
ADVERTISEMENT.

To the Above-Named
Respondent:

It appearing by affidavit
filed in this action that Cody
Martin is a non-resident of
the State of West Virginia or
has an unknown address. It
is hereby ordered that Cody
Martin serve upon Nikki-
ta Smith, Petitioner whose
address is Nikkita Smith,
512 Temple St., Hinton, WV
25951, an Answer, including
any related counterclaim or
defense you may have to the
Petition For Divorce filed in
this action on or before Janu-
ary 23, 2023. If you fail to An-
swer the Petition for Divorce,
a judgment may be taken
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Petition.

A copy of said Petition can
be obtained from the under-
signed Clerk’s Office.

Entered by the Clerk of said
Court December 13, 2022.
Stacy D. Ford

Summers County
Courthouse News

Marriages
None.
Fiduciaries
Dewey Lee Stickler, Ad-
ministrator of the Wil-

liam David Stickler estate;
Anita L. Richmond, Admin-
istrator of the Noah Ber-
nard Richmond Sr. estate;
Vincent H. Adkins and
Wilfred E. Adkins,
Co-Administrators of
the FErie Adkins estate;
William L. Fox, Adminis-
trator of the James Douglas
Fox estate.
Land Transfers

Jared W. Robertson
Amy R. Robertson,
6, Talcott District;

to
Lot

George Leonard Moore and
Shirley Ann Moore to Larry
Wayne Moore and Pamela
Rose Moore, 2/3 acre more
or less, Talcott District;
George Leonard Moore and
Shirley Ann Moore to Larry
Wayne Moore and Pamela
Rose Moore, 0.26 acre and
0.52 acre, Talcott District;
George Leonard Moore and
Shirley Ann Moore to Larry
Wayne Moore and Pame-
la Rose Moore, 3.28 acres
more or less, Talcott District;
George Leonard Moore and
Shirley Ann Moore to Larry
Wayne Moore and Pamela
Rose Moore, 1/3 acres more
or less, Talcott District;

Guy S. Holliday to Guy S.
Holliday IIT and Opal Mor-
gan, 2.00 acres more oOr
less, Forest Hill District;
Kenneth W. Simmons
and Kenneth W. Sim-
mons II to Louis J. Wines
and Charles C. Wines, 2

Tracts, Talcott District;
Victor G. Morgan Jr.
and Kimberly D. Mor-

gan to VK Morgan Prop-
erties LLC, part of lot 49,
City of Hinton District;
Jeffery L. Stewart and Shir-
ley Stewart to Jeffery L.
Stewart and Shirley Stewart,
Quitclaim deed, 8.78 acres
more or less, Talcott Dis-
trict.

Bobcat Football
players honored

Rebecca Stalnaker

The Summers County
Bobcats football players
were recently honored with
an awards banquet. Several
players were presented with
awards.

The awards are as follows:

. Eli Franklin-Scout
- Team Player of the Year.
. Bryce Taylor -
Lineman of the Year.

Defensive Player of the
Year
. Drake Cole - Of-
fensive Player of the Year
. Frankie Mc-
Laugherty - MVP of the
Year

In addition, Xander
Hudgins, Brandan Issac,
Frankie McLaugherty and
Bryce Taylor were presented
with the Dickie Noel Heart

Remaining
Dec. meetings

Summers County Board
of Education - Regular
Meeting - Dec. 27 at 6
p-m. in the SCCHS Audi-
torium.

Summers County Dilap-
idated Structures Com-
mittee - No meeting for
the month of December.

*This list is subject to
change.

**If you would like to
add a meeting to our list,
send an email to news@
hintonnews.com

Clerk of the Court o Duke Dodson - and Hustle Award.
(21,28de)
Tariff Form No. 10
HELP WANTED NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO CHANGE RATES COOL RIDGE-FLAT TOP PUBLIC
SERVICE DISTRICT CASE NO. 22-0760-PWD-19A
HELP WANTED: On August 15, 2022, the Cool Ridge-Flat Top Public Service District (District) filed a Rule

Summers County Public
Library in Hinton WV
seeks its next Library
Director. The qualifica-
tions include: Masters
Degree in Library Sci-
ence or a Bachelor De-
gree and a willingness
to take graduate classes
toward a Library De-
gree. Previous library
experience including a
record of successful re-
porting to a governing
board. Ability to eval-
uate situations, meet
people easily, and work
effectively with oth-
er community groups,
government agencies,
and the Library Board
of Trustees. Ability to
manage and analyze
data and to prepare
reports to be used in
decision-making, ex-
perience with QUICK-
BOOKS preferred but
not required. Skills in
personnel management
and the ability to train,
supervise, and inspire
staff. The starting sal-
ary range is $32,000-
$36,000 depending on
education and qualifica-
tions. (PEIA Insurance
is available). To apply,
send cover letter, re-
sume, and references to
Search Committee, Sum-

mers County Library,
201 Temple  Street,
Hinton WV 25951
or summerscopub-

library@gmail.com.
14-28decc

FOR SALE

FOR SALE: PUPPIES
Yorkie Poo & Morkie
Poo, raised in our home,
vet checked & health
record. Call or text
540-292-0234 or email
raphinepuppiesqu@
gmail.com. 14decp

19A application to change water rates. The District provides water service to approximately
1,828 water customers in Raleigh, Summers and Mercer Counties, West Virginia. Upon review
of the application, Staff recommended Step 1 water rates which would generate an increase
of $154,027 annually, or a 13.59% increase over the District’s current Step 2 water rates. Staff
recommended Step 2 water rates which would generate an increase of $157,428 annually, or a
13.66% increase over the District’s current Step 3 rates.

The current and Staff-recommended water rates are as follows:

RATES (Customers with metered water supply)

Current Staff-recommended

(per 1,000 gallons) (per 1,000 gallons)

Step 2 Step 3 Step 1 Step 2

First 2,000 gallons $13.04 $13.25 $14.68 $14.93
Next 3,000 gallons $11.81 $12.02 $13.41 $13.64

Next 15,000 gallons $10.22 $10.43 $11.61 $11.81
All Over 20,000 gallons $ 8.63 $8.84 $9.80 $9.97

Minimum Charge per Month:
(No bill will be rendered for less than the following amounts,
according to the size of the meter)

Step 2* Step 3* Step 1 Step 2

5/8 inch meter $24.94 $24.94 $29.36 $29.86
3/4 inch meter $37.41 $37.41 $44.04 $44.79
1inch meter $62.35 $62.35 $73.40 $74.65
1-1/2 inch meter $124.70 $124.70 $146.80 $149.30
2 inch meter $199.52 $199.52 $234.88 $238.88
3 inch meter $399.04 $399.04 $469.76 $477.76
4 inch meter $623.50 $623.50 $734.00 $746.50

6 inch meter $1,247.00 $1,247.00 $1,468.06 $1,493.00
RESALE RATE
(per 1,000 gallons used per month)

Step 2 Step 3 Step 1 Step 2

$6.55 $6.76 $7.44 $7.57
*The above minimum charges are subject to an additional $0.78 per 1,000 gallons used per month.

PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION (HYDRANT OR SPINKLER)

Step 2 Step 3 Step 1 Step 2

2 inch meter $65.93 $65.93 $74.88 $76.17
3 inch meter $149.09 $149.09 $169.33 $172.25
4 inch meter $261.33 $261.33 $296.81 $301.92
6 inch meter $662.00 $662.00 $751.89 $764.82

charges.

without a hearing.

Under the Staff-recommended Step 1 water rates, the average monthly residential usage of
3,040 gallons would increase by $4.95 or 12.90% over current Step 2 rates; the average monthly
commercial usage of 9,830 gallons would increase by $14.80 or 13.35%, over current Step 2
rates; the average monthly public authority usage of 580 gallons would increase by $4.09 or
16.19% over current Step 2 rates; and, the average monthly resale usage of 936,600 gallons
would increase by $796.11 or 12.98% over current Step 2 rates.

Under the Staff-recommended Step 2 water rates, the average monthly residential usage of
3,040 gallons would increase by $5.05 or 12.95% over current Step 3 rates; the average month-
ly commercial usage of 9,830 gallons would increase by $14.88 or 13.18%, over current Step
3 rates; the average monthly public authority usage of 580 gallons would increase by $4.47
or 17.61% over current Step 3 rates; and the average monthly resale usage of 936,600 gallons
would increase by $758.64 or 11.98% over current Step 3 rates.

The Commission may adopt water rates and charges for the Cool Ridge-Flat Top Public Ser-
vice District which are the same as, greater than or less than the Staff recommended rates and

Anyone desiring to review the Staff recommendation report may do so on the Commission
website (www.psc.state.wv.us). Anyone desiring to protest the changed rates and charges must
do so, in writing, within ten (10) days of the date of publication of this notice. All protests should
be addressed to the Executive Secretary, Public Service Commission of West Virginia, P.O. Box
812, Charleston, West Virginia 25323. To help the Commission determine the justification for
additional review and investigation, protests must be specific as to reasons that the changed
rates and charges should be modified. In addition, anyone desiring a hearing in this matter must
demand a hearing in the letter of protest.

If no hearing is demanded, the Commission may affirm the proposed recommended rates

COOL RIDGE-FLAT TOP PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT

Subscribe to The Hinton News, just $48/year or $1 daily. Call 304-466-0005 for more information.
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