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A march for equality recently made its way through Hinton

Cries for equality rang 
throughout the streets of 
Hinton during the March-
ing with a Voice event Fri-
day, June 17. Members of 
the LGBTQIA+ community 
and their allies peaceful-
ly marched through town, 
raising their voices to ask 
for fair and equal treat-
ment.  

One local business, Bota-
ny Tropicals, is part of the 
inspiration behind March-
ing with a Voice. The store’s 
owners, who are openly gay, 
recently announced that 
they must find a new build-
ing to house their business, 
and much of the communi-
ty has rallied behind them. 

Jordan Casey, one of the 
owners of Botany Tropi-
cals, regularly updates their 
social media followers on 
their journey to find a new 
permanent location. In his 
initial announcement re-
garding the need to move 
the store, Casey noted that 
the development was en-

tirely unexpected. He stat-
ed the reasons given to 
them for the eviction is that 
they “are too successful and 
have too much foot traffic.” 
At the time of writing, The 
Hinton News has been un-
able to get in touch with the 
landlord for confirmation. 
To follow their updates, 
visit the Botany Tropicals 
Facebook page. They also 
have a hashtag for support-
ers to use, #istandwithbot-
any.

In honor of Pride Month, 
the continued struggle 
for equality and Bota-
ny Tropicals’ search for a 
new location, organizers 
came together and created 
Marching with a Voice.

As a crowd gathered in 
front of Botany, a sea of 
colors representing the var-
ious Pride flags filled the 
space. Chatter abounded, 
but the second a repre-
sentative of Beckley Pride 
began to speak, a hush fell 
over the crowd. She talk-
ed about several laws the 

LGBTQIA+ community is 
fighting for on the local, 
state and federal levels. 

One of the laws march 
participants are calling for 
is The Equality Act. This 
bill would prohibit sexual 
orientation, sex, or gender 
identity discrimination. 
Multiple areas are included 
in the protections outlined 
in the bill. According to the 
official Congress descrip-
tion, the protections are for 
“public accommodations 
and facilities, education, 
Federal funding, employ-
ment, housing, credit and 
the jury system.” Addi-
tionally, the bill prohibits 
any individual from being 
denied access to a shared 
facility such as a public 
restroom based on gender 
identity. The bill passed the 
House on Feb. 25, 2021.

Another law in question 
is Angel’s Law, named for 
Angel Harless. According 
to reports, in the late 2010s, 
Harless was attacked in a 
bar in Charleston, West 

Virginia, by a man shout-
ing homophobic slurs. Al-
legedly, the individual hit 
Harless with a glass bottle, 
eventually knocking her 
out.  

The Beckley Pride repre-
sentative ended her speech 
by saying, “Our diversity 
needs to be acknowledged, 
celebrated and protect-
ed. Our beloved song we 
sing all the time; take me 
home, country roads to the 
place where I belong. We 
can’t just tell people they 
belong, we have to show 
them.” Thunderous ap-
plause erupted following 
this statement.

One of the event organiz-
ers, Candice Harless, said, 
“We’re here to raise aware-
ness and spread love and 
support for Pride Month 
and also break down some 
stigma in the area.” Har-
less, who grew up in the 
area, continued, saying, 
“I’m from Hinton. I love 
Hinton, it’s my hometown. 
I live in Mercer County now 

and I’m the chairman and 
founder of Mercer Pride. 
It’s just my hometown. I’m 
very passionate about it 
and prevention in general, 
and this is part of preven-
tion.” 

A participant, Morgan 
Glanden, 18, spoke about 
why she was participating. 
She said, “For me, it’s being 
gay. The fact that these guys 
in here and the person that 
was assaulted in this town, 
they should be allowed to 
exist without having to fear 

for losing their business or 
their life, or even their safe-
ty or comfort in the place 
where they live.”

For more information 
about local Pride events, 
visit www.beckleypride.
org, www.greenbrierval-
leypride.com, or www.
mercer.com/our-thinking/
pride-2022-small-actions-
make-a-big-di f ference.
html. To learn more about 
the Equality Act, informa-
tion on H.R.5 is available at 
congress.org.
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Young adult participants lead the march carrying a “proud ally” banner with the trans 
pride colors.

Jordan Casey and Steven Jones, owners 
of Botany Tropicals decked out for the 
march.

Wes Dangerfield

Dr. Bonny Copenhaver

College level nursing program comes to Summers County
Summers County Appa-

lachian Regional Hospital 
and New River Community 
Technical College have en-
tered into a new partner-
ship to bring higher educa-
tion to the area. Students 
can now attend a Licensed 
Practical Nursing course 
through New River CTC at 
Summers ARH.

The two agencies recent-
ly held a joint press confer-
ence to announce the new 
partnership. SCARH CEO 
Wes Dangerfield, NRCTC 
President Dr. Bonny Co-
penhaver, and others spoke 
about the new program. 
Copenhaver said, “We are 
very thrilled to be able to 
make this announcement 
today about the partner-
ship between New Riv-
er and Summers County 
ARH Hospital. New River 
Community and Techni-
cal College will be offering 
classes at the Summers 
County ARH starting this 
fall, which begins on Mon-
day, August 22. Students 
will now have the option of 
selecting the hospital site 
location to complete the 
certificate of Applied Sci-
ence in Practical Nursing.” 
She also noted that they 
plan to bring more classes 
to the new site.

Additionally, Copen-
haver spoke about the 
process of getting to this 

point. She said, “Working 
with the hospital and with 
Wes and his staff here, we 
have formed what I would 
truly call in every essence 
of the word, a partnership 
between the college and 
the hospital. We both were 
able to see that education 
and access to more train-
ing for people in Summers 
County was of vital impor-
tance, and we saw the op-
portunities and some of the 
challenges to doing this.”

Next up on the podium 
was the New River CTC 
Director of the Practical 
Nursing Program, JoAn-
na Perry. While speaking 
about the new program, 
Perry said, “Not only will 
students be able to learn 
in state-of-the-art class-
rooms and simulation labs 
on-site, but we’ll also be 
able to complete most clin-
ical experiences within the 
hospital campus. Students 
will also have the oppor-
tunity to complete any 
prerequisite courses using 
our state-of-the-art Zoom 
room equipment at this 
campus also.”

Dangerfield took to the 
podium to say, “It’s hard to 
really Fathom sometimes 
when you’re standing in 
the midst of a major mile-
stone for what this is for 
the county. This is such an 
important endeavor that 
is happening, and we are 
honored and truly as Dr. 

Copenhaver said, the team 
that she sent over is what 
I call the A-Team. We’ve 
had the best of the best. I 
couldn’t have imagined it 
being any better with the 
team that we’ve had bring-
ing education to Summers 
County.” Dangerfield also 
noted that to his knowl-
edge, this is the first time 
education beyond the high 
school level has been of-
fered in the area.

“It is a unique opportu-
nity because it will provide 
not just an LPN degree 
program, but it is a career 
path, a career path that can 
lead to other great things, 
a degree that you would get 
from New River that for 
most everything else every-
where else, you wouldn’t 
have had this opportunity. 
So we are truly blessed in 
our county. This is just the 
start of many great things 
to come.” Dangerfield con-
tinued saying, “This is the 
start of something great.”

Dangerfield ended that 
press conference by say-
ing, “Be part of something 
awesome. Be part of this. 
Thank you so much.”

According to a represen-
tative of New River CTC, 
the easiest way to sign up 
for the program is to go to 
newriver.edu. Interested 
individuals can request in-
formation or submit a free 
application directly from 
the site.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

John Henry Days 
Celebrates 
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FREE WATER ANALYSIS
YUCKY WATER??

We Can Help!
• HARDNESS • IRON • SULFUR • ACID H20
• BACTERIA • TASTE • ODOR • CHLORINE

• PUMPS • SALES & SERVICE • 100% FINANCING
• Water Treatment Systems That Work...

Guaranteed! (We put it in writing)
NOW AVAILABLE WITH WIFI!
CITY & COUNTY WATER

WELLS, SPRINGS & CISTERNS
Homes • Business • Camps

LICENSED WELL PUMP INSTALLERS
• We Service Most Major Brands
All major credit cards accepted.

Contractors’ License WV #028787

1-800-985-2000
www.awtecowater.com

Randy Doss
Master Electrician

Email - dosselectricalllc@gmail.com
Phone - 304.646.5720

Doss Electrical LLC
Licensed and Insured

Over 20 Years Experience
dosselectrical.com

“Like” Us On Facebook!
WV #058733

We Love What Makes You Unique 
Your perspective fuels our mission-driven work at United Way of 

the Greenbrier Valley. We are committed to inclusion across race, 
gender, age, religion, identity, and experience.
Who We Are Looking For

 Are you a finance professional who enjoys working with colleagues 
and being an integral part of making an organization work? Do you 
find joy in making processes run more effectively and efficiently? Are 
you interested in managing the financial aspects of state and federal 
grants, and working with community organizations to build their skills? 
If so, our Finance Manager position may be perfect for you.
Position 

 The Finance Manager is a key position within our Finance 
Team and is involved in supporting all aspects of our mission. The 
successful candidate will have experience with multiple aspects of 
financial transactions, is detailed oriented, and thrives when multi-
tasking in a fast-paced office environment.  This is a part-time position 
(30hrs/week) reporting to the Executive Director.
Responsibilities
• Daily A/P and A/R functions.
• Analyze financial information detailing assets, liabilities and capital, 

prepare financial statements and other reports as scheduled, to 
summarize and interpret financial positions.

• Monitor compliance with generally accepted accounting principles, 
United Way Worldwide guidelines, industry best practices and 
company procedures.

• Document and coordinate implementation of accounting systems 
and accounting control procedures.  Improve current processes 
and implement new systems for general accounting.  Make 
recommendations regarding the accounting of assets, reserves 
and expenditures. 

• Interacts with independent auditors, provides support for year-end 
audit, and assists in the preparation of the IRS Form 990.

• Lead on United Way Worldwide annual database survey and grant 
financial reporting.

• Performs other duties as required.
Qualifications
• Minimum of a bachelor’s degree.
• Minimum five years of non-profit accounting experience with 

a working knowledge of non-profit accounting principles and 
standards, Quick Books, and Donation Tracker.

• A successful track record in setting priorities; keen analytic, 
organization and problem-solving skills.

• Excellent communication and relationship building skills with an 
ability to prioritize, negotiate, and work with a variety of internal and 
external stakeholders.

• A multi-tasker with the ability to wear many hats in a fast-paced 
environment.

• A team player who inspires collaboration and functions decisively.
• Personal qualities of integrity, credibility, and dedication to the 

mission of the United Way of the Greenbrier Valley.
Application Procedure
• Send resume, cover letter and salary requirements to                            

erica@unitedwaygbv.org with the following subject line: Application 
for Finance Manager.

• Position open until filled.

United Way of  the Greenbrier Valley

Financial Manager Position Available

John Henry Days 
prepares to 

celebrate 25 years

This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of John Henry 
Days, an annual festival held 
in Talcott. The festival hon-
ors American legend John 
Henry who supposedly beat 
a steam drill in a steel-driv-
ing contest when the origi-
nal Great Bend Tunnel was 
under construction.

The area at the tunnel 
where live music takes place 
each year recently under-
went some improvements. 
Improvements include pav-
ing and better electrical wir-
ing.

On the first day of John 
Henry Days, Friday, July, 
8, the John Henry Museum 
will be open for visitors to 
pursue between 11 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Later in the day at 7 
p.m. The Songcatchers are 
set to perform at the tunnel. 
The concert is free, but do-
nations are accepted at the 
gate.

Saturday’s activities be-
gin with breakfast at Trinity 
Methodist Church between 
8 and 10 a.m. The craft 
and food vendors lined up 
throughout town open at 
9 a.m. Parade registration 
begins at 9 a.m. and the ac-
tual parade starts at 11 a.m. 
Awards are presented at 1 
p.m.

Throughout the day on 
Saturday, various activities 
and demonstrations are 
scheduled to take place. at 
9 a.m., noon, and 1:30 p.m. 
Hobby by Heart is giving 
Chainsaw Carving Demon-
strations. Mike Stouter’s 
Touring Musical Theater is 
presenting All Aboard the 
Iron Horse at 10 a.m. and 
2:15 p.m beside the post of-
fice. Another performance 
will take place at 6 p.m. at 
the tunnel. The Wynes Fa-
cility for Families and Chil-
dren is holding a pie bak-
ing contest and a children’s 
pie-eating contest. The 
deadline to enter the baking 
contest is June 25. 

The day ends with a live 
musical performance by The 
Tams at 7 p.m. at the tunnel.       

On Sunday morning, a 
church service will be held 
at the tunnel by Reverend 
Nathan Smith from River 
Valley Baptist Church. This 
will be followed by a car 
show between 11 a.m. and 4 
p.m. Food and craft vendors 
will also be available. Fi-
nally, at 1:30 p.m. the John 
Henry Days “Pluck a Duck” 
event will take place.

For more information, 
reach out to the John Henry 
Days Facebook page.

BY REBECCA STALNAKER

New business opens in Hinton 
A new business, Hippie 

Hemp & Vape has opened 
its doors in Hinton. Locat-

ed at 218 Third Avenue, 
the store carries a wide 
range of products includ-

ing lotions, salves, oils and 
more. 

The shop is closed on 

Sundays and Mondays. 
Visit the official Facebook 
page for more information.
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(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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TRACK ELDER JERSEY RADISHYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The road was closed, and they were detoured, 

but they were not — DETERRED

THE
(Answers tomorrow)

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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All Rights Reserved.
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SHEEP GOUGE INFANT STIGMAYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: The family’s clock had been handed down for 

generations with the — PASSAGE OF TIME

” -“
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For All Your Plumbing Needs, Contact

Donnie Zimmerman 
Plumbing

304-222-2630
Backflow Installer & Tester • 12 Years Experience 

10% Discount For Seniors • Free Estimates 
Now accepting all major credit cards.

FOR RENT 
NO WAITING LIST

One Bedroom, 
Section 8 Apts. 

Elderly 62+ 
Handicapped or 

Disabled. All Utilities 
Included. On site 
laundry facilities.

Apply at 
Hinton House Apts.
495 Stokes Drive.

Office Hours: 
M – F (8 – 4)

304-466-5299

Main Street Care
304-466-6090

“A Small, Helpful Nursing Home”
SummerS County HoSpital 3rd Floor

Now Accepting Private Pay & Medicaid Residents

Certified Nursing Assistant 
Applications Being Accepted!

RICHARD M. GUNNOE
Attorney At LAw

Practicing Law in Hinton Since 1983

Divorce, Social Security, 
Personal Injury, and Criminal

114 James St., Hinton, WV 25951
304-466-2697
Call For Appointment

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Summers County Schools will be destroying 

all special education student records that have 
been inactive for at least 6 years, through June 
1, 2016.

If you wish to obtain a copy of your special 
education records, please send a written request 
before August 31, 2022, to:

Linda D. Knott, Ed.D.
Director of Student Services
Summers County Schools 

418 Temple Street
Hinton, WV  25951

304-466-6000

Cordially,

Linda D. Knott
Director of Student Services

Call or Email Us to 
Place Your Ad Today!

681-264-0020
sanya@wvdn.com

FOR THE INFORMED SUMMERS COUNTIAN SINCE 1877

LEGAL NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF SUMMERS COUNTY, 

WEST VIRGINIA 
CIVIL ACTION NO.: 22-P-
12 
KRISTIN R. COOK, PROS-
ECUTING ATTORNEY 
OF SUMMERS COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA, EX. 
REL. SUMMERS COUN-
TY SHERIFF’S DEPART-
MENT, 

Petitioner, 
v.
RICKY WAYNE GUNT-
ER, and THREE THOU-
SAND TWO HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 
($3,225.00) IN U.S. CUR-
RENCY, 

Respondents. 
NOTICE OF FILING 
OF PETITION FOR 

FORFEITURE 
The object of this suit is to 

seek an Order forfeiting the 
herein described property pur-
suant to the West Virginia Con-
traband Forfeiture Act (Chap-
ter 60A, Article 7 of the West 
Virginia Code, as amended). 

TO: Any Claimant of the right 
or interest in said property. 

You have the right to file a 
claim on the herein described 
property on or before July 25, 
2022. Any such claim must 
clearly state the identity of the 
Claimant and an address where 
legal process can be served 
upon said Claimant. 

The property seized and sub-
ject of this suit is described as 
follows: 

Three Thousand Two 
Hundred Twenty-Five 

Dollars and Zero Cents 
($3,225.00) US Currency 

The Law Enforcement Agen-
cy responsible for the seizure is 
the Summers County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

The seizure took place on or 
about Friday, March 18, 2022, 
in Summers County, West Vir-
ginia. 

That the THREE THOU-
SAND TWO HUNDRED 
TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS 
($3,225.00) IN U.S. CUR-
RENCY, is located at the office 
of the Summers County Sher-
iff’s Department, in Hinton, 
West Virginia. 

That after the date set for fil-
ing said claims, an Order of the 
Court directing forfeiture of the 
seized property to the State and 
vesting ownership of said prop-
erty shall be sought. 

If you fail to file a claim, 
thereafter an Order, upon 
proper hearing, may be entered 
against you for the relief de-
manded for in the Petition. 

A copy of said Petition can be 
obtained from the undersigned 
Clerk at her office. 

Entered by the Clerk of this 
Court on the 8th day of June, 
2022. 
STACY D. FORD, 
CIRCUIT CLERK 
OF SUMMERS COUNTY 
WEST VIRGINIA 
(22,29jn)

Summers County 
Courthouse News

Marriages
Jonathan David Bennett 

to Haley Shannon Fields;
Deavin Keller Farley to 

Sally Ann Fox.
Fiduciaries

Tamara Masters, Admin-
istratrix of the Charles A 
Maxant estate;

James K Karras, Admin-
istrator of the Petrus Kostas 
Karras estate;

Lencie Richmond, Ad-
ministrator of the Connie 
Lee Martin estate;

Stephanie Gail Villatoro, 
Administrator of the Frank-
lin K Smith estate;

Stephanie Michelle 
Dressler, Administrator of 
the Lois C Ward estate;

Maxine Bragg, Admin-
istrator of the James Dale 
Bragg estate;

James R Spangler, Ad-
ministrator of the Lou 
Sprinkel estate;

Melba Jane Woods, Ad-
ministrator of the Earl Del-
mas Woods estate;

Betty J Vest, Administra-
tor of the Virgil W Vest es-
tate;

Dakota M Knott and Vick-
ie Lynn Wheeler, Adminis-
trators of the Danielle Ann 
Gill estate.

Land Transfers
Noah L Gill to Kristi 

Grubb, Lot, City of Hinton 
District;

Donna Woodrum Mock to 
Richard Lee Ferguson, Part 
of Lots 7 & 9, Lot 8, City of 
Hinton District;

Patrick Huffman to Dew-
ey M Mann III and William 
Wesley Mann, 10.997 acres 
more or less, Greenbrier Ru-
ral District;

Garrison Lee Boone to 

Angel Boone and Joshua 
Boone, Tract One: 1.62 acres 
more or less, Tract Two: 
0.65 acres more or less, Tal-
cott District;

Thomas G Bragg and Mar-
tha J Bragg to Tonya Ellis, 
Lot G-1, Forest Hill District;

Lorie Pegram to Jamey B 
Gwinn, half an acre more or 
less, Green Sulphur District;

Susan Renee Fisher Mahl-
burg and Amanda Florence 
Fisher Payne and Melissa 
D Pitzer and Stacy Virginia 
Pitzer to Zina E Adkins, Lot, 
Forest Hill District;

The J Kerry Abbot estate 
and Revocable Trust and the 
Executor of both to Bruner 
Land Company Inc., Parcel 
1: 1,275.608 acres more or 
less, Parcel 2: Two Tracts, 
Parcel 3: 30 acres more or 
less, Talcott District;

Rebecca L Brown to Jes-
sica L Starcher and William 
S Starcher, Lot Number 17, 
Jumping Branch District;

Richard Lee Elkins and 
Aleashia Dawn Brown and 
Ronald Anthony Elkins to 
Margaret L Elkins, Lots 
Numbers 53, 54 and 44, Tal-
cott District.

Wanda Dare 
Caudell Lilly

LILLY
Wanda Dare Caudell Lil-

ly, 88, of Nimitz, went home 
to be with the Lord June 19, 
2022 at Main Street Care, 
following a long illness.

Born July 11, 1933 at 
True, she was the daughter 
of the late Jesse Thompson 
and Nannie Craft Caudell. 
Sh was a member of Grace 
Baptist Church and had 
worked as a Nursing Assis-
tant at the Hinton Hospital. 
She enjoyed church activi-
ties, yard sales, and spend-
ing time with her family 
and friends. She was the 
last surviving member of 
her immediate family.

Preceded in death by her 

husband, Paul Lilly; one 
brother, Bill Caudell; three 
sisters, Maggie Bowling, 
Gladys Bowling, and Opal 
Harvey; and two infant 
sisters, Hallie and Hazel 
Caudell.

Those left to cherish her 
memory include two sons, 
Steven Lilly and Terry Lil-
ly and wife, Deloris; three 
daughters, Jeanie and hus-
band, Gary Ward, Karen 
and husband, Jack Martin, 
and Mary and husband, Tim 
Truitt; six grandchildren; 
and several great-grand-
children.

Funeral services were 
held 1 p.m. Thursday, June 
23, 2022, at the Ronald 

Meadows Funeral Parlors 
Chapel with Pastor Butch 
Honaker officiating. Burial 
followed in the Lilly-Crews 
Cemetery at Nimitz. Friends 
could call from noon until 
service time on Thursday at 
the funeral parlors.

Family and friends served 
as pallbearers.

The family would like to 
express a special thank you 
to the staff of Main Street 
Care and Hospice of South-
ern WV.

Condolences may be 
sent to the family at www.
ronaldmeadowsfp.com.

Arrangements are by the 
Ronald Meadows Funeral 
Parlors of Hinton.

Community Obituaries
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To Do List 

Order Radon Test Kit

Is Your Home Safe From Radon?

At least 1 in 15 homes in the U.S. have elevated levels of 
radon. You can’t smell, taste or see it, yet this naturally 

occurring gas is the second leading cause of lung cancer. 

The only way to detect radon is to test the air. Do-it-yourself 
kits are available and could help save your life. Learn more 
about radon and radon testing at LungRadonKits.org/wv

The Summers/Monroe County Day Report 
Community Corrections Program is now accepting 
applications for a  Case Manager for the Monroe 
County Day Report Center. Duties include, but 
are not limited to, interviewing, assessments, 
education and treatment needs, crisis intervention, 
maintaining case files, reports, schedules, writing 
treatment plans, etc. Computer skills are a must. Full 
Job description available. Must have a BS in Social 
Work or a BS/BA in a related science field. Must have 
a valid driver’s license, dependable transportation, 
pass background check and drug test. Competitive 
Salary and retirement benefits included.
Resume and Cover Letters must be submitted to 
the Director of the Summers/Monroe County Day 
Report – 

Marie Bryant Propps 
120 Ballengee Street, 

2nd Suite 210, 
Hinton, WV 25951, 

no later than Friday, July 8, 2022.
Equal Opportunity Employer

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR A CASE MANAGER 

SUMMERS AND MONROE COUNTY 
DAY REPORT CENTERS

Letter to the Editor: Linda Emrich
Dear Editor,
I want to congratulate 

U.S. Senator Manchin for 
securing $6 billion to up-
grade the water and waste-
water infrastructure in 
West Virginia Cities and 
County seats. Through the 
“Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act” that Pres-
ident Biden signed into 
law in November of 2021, 
Senator Manchin has se-
cured $1.2 trillion for wa-
ter and wastewater infra-
structure development in 
the Mountain State. That 
should bring a lot of devel-
opment, especially since 
the last-minute passage of 
the horizontal well drilling 
bill SB 694 at the end of the 

March 2022 WV State Leg-
islative Session. “The De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection defines a hori-
zontal well as any well site 
forged through horizontal 
drilling that disturbs three 
acres or more of surface or 
uses more than 210,000 
gallons of water in a 30-
day period.” (Charleston 
Gazette Mail 3/3/22 Pg. 
78) That’s a lot of water 
and fracking for natural gas 
pollutes a lot of water then 
dumps it into the aqui-
fer with Lord knows what 
fracking fluids wasting our 
water sources and chang-
ing H20 into toxic poison.

A corporation based in 
Germany, West Virginia 

American Water, enclosed 
a flyer with last month’s 
bill wanting to inform and 
engage the public, local 
governments, emergency 
planners and local health 
departments in their plan-
ning process: visit west-
virginiaamwater.com un-
der Water Quality, select 
Source Water Protection>-
Source Water Protection 
Plans. Region 5 Hunting-
ton to the Southwest bor-
der of Raleigh County is 
2022 and public comment 
is over. Region 2 is Weston 
for the 2023 plan while Re-
gion 4 is Bluefield, Blue-
stone, Gassaway, New Riv-
er, Kanawha Valley and 
Webster Springs for 2024, 

“LEARN ABOUT YOUR 
WATER SUPPLY AND 
HOW TO PROTECT IT” is 
the enclosure title and very 
good advice given to their 
customers who receive a 
monthly water and waste-
water bill. The picture at 
the top is a beautiful, NA-
TURE AS THE ART OF 
GOD, pristine stream in the 
wild, absolutely priceless.

The Biden Administra-
tion proposed in March 
of 2022 the “America the 
Beautiful” initiative to con-
serve at least 30 percent 
of our lands and waters by 
2030.” (personal response 
from the White House dat-
ed March 7, 2022). Some-
how this does not seem 

like enough of our life-sup-
porting, oxygen-produc-
ing habitat on Earth, in 
my opinion. Let us tell our 
legislators that we want a 
scientific study done to es-
tablish survivable balances 
of carbon/oxygen in our 
atmosphere and how much 
oxygen-producing surface 
and ocean must be pre-
served so that aerobic life 
forms can survive. Where 
will the oxygen come from 
to burn the fossil fuels that 
are being harvested and 
sold at such an alarming 
rate? Encourage the study 
and BAN FRACKING NOW 
until the results are in, 
save North America from 

becoming the natural re-
sources sacrifice continent 
for the city empires of the 
world. Turn the unpopular 
Mountain Valley Pipeline 
into the utilities trunk line 
for remote estates and sub-
urban development. Leave 
what fossil fuels are left in 
the ground where they are, 
protect and preserve our 
naturally regenerating, ox-
ygen-producing, life-sup-
porting surface habitats. 
Tell your Government Rep-
resentative and Officials 
what you want done with 
all those billions and tril-
lions in regard to the mira-
cle of life on Earth and pro-
curing good health.

Farmer’s Market returns 
to Summers County

The Summers Coun-
ty Farmer’s Market is 
officially underway for 
the season. Set up along 
James Street in down-
town Hinton each Satur-
day, booths contain fresh 
vegetables, fruits, baked 
goods, farm-fresh eggs 
and more.

If you missed the first 
market on June 18, don’t 
worry. The Summers 
County Farmer’s Market 
takes place every Satur-
day in the same location 
along James Street, be-
tween 8 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Each week will feature 
different produce and 
unique wares from the 
vendors.

For regular updates, 

follow Summers County 
Farmer’s Market on Face-
book.

A look back at the WV centennial 
celebration of 1963 in Summers Co.

Picture it: Summer 1963. 
The sky had that perfect 
shade of blue. Fireflies are 
lighting up the night sky 
as if the air is alive. The 
weather is hot but so is the 
fun.

As West Virginia pre-
pared to celebrate its hun-
dredth birthday, Summers 
County was sure to join 
in on the festivities. Sou-
venirs were everywhere, 
ranging from collector 
plates to whimsical shav-
ing permit buttons.

My Dad often spoke 
about the centennial pa-
rade and all the fun that 
went with it. He and a 
bunch of his friends decid-
ed to participate in the pa-
rade. The theme was nos-
talgia from 100 years ago 
at the state’s birth, so ev-
eryone had to dress in pe-
riod costumes. Dad and his 
group were into music, so 
they incorporated that into 
their entry. They borrowed 

an old-timey Walton’s era 
truck, piled the back full of 
guys and gals, and had one 
playing the guitar while ev-
eryone else sang.

I vividly remember Dad 
telling me how hot all those 
layers of clothing were in 
the West Virginia sun. He 
also said it was worth it as 
the parade wound through 
the streets of Hinton and 
the clapping and cheering 
were very loud. He said 
smiles were everywhere, 
and people could be seen 
waving from way back in 
the crowd. He said that be-
fore he knew it, the parade 
was over, and he was kin-
da sorry. Their entry didn’t 
win anything, but he said 
all the support was prize 
enough.

That’s one thing about 
our great state of Wild and 
Wonderful West Virginia, 
we’ve always been proud 
to celebrate being moun-
taineers. As always, take 
me home, country roads, to 
Summers County.

BY LISA ABSHIRE
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Meals are being served 
to area children at multi-
ple locations this summer 
at no cost. Breakfast and 
lunch are served daily be-
tween June 13 and July 
29 for anyone aged 18 or 
younger.

Breakfast is available at 
Hinton Area Elementa-
ry School and Summers 
County High School from 
8:30 until 9 a.m. Lunch 
is served at the following 

places and times.
• Hinton Area Ele-

mentary - 11:30 a.m. until 
noon

• Summers County 
High School - 11:30 a.m. 
until noon

• Jumping Branch 
Elementary School - 11 
a.m. until 11:25 a.m.

• Bellepoint Park - 
11:45 a.m. until 12:10 p.m.

• Hedrick House 
Apartments - 12:30 p.m. 

until 12:55 p.m.
• Greenbrier Terrace 

Apartments - 1:10 p.m. un-
til 1:35 p.m.

Daily menus are avail-
able on the Summers 

County Board of Education 
website.

Free food is available to children in 
Summers County this summer


